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Dear Mr. Motta: 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
from the County of Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning for the above-referenced 
Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.1 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those 
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.  Likewise, CDFW 
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project that 
CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the exercise of its own 
regulatory authority under Fish and Game Code. While the comment period may have ended, 
CDFW would appreciate if you will still consider our comments.  
 
CDFW ROLE 
 
CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those resources 
in trust by statue for all the people of the State (Fish and Game Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 
1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a)).  CDFW, in its 
trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, 
wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those 
species (Id., § 1802).  Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as 
available, biological expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing 
specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and 
wildlife resources. 

                                            

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA 
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. Resources 
Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381).  CDFW expects that it may need to exercise 
regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code.  As proposed, for example, the 
Project may be subject to CDFW’s Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) regulatory authority 
(Fish and Game Code, § 1600 et seq.).  Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as 
proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law of any species protected under the 
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and Game Code, § 2050 et seq.), related 
authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code will be required. 
 
In this role, CDFW is responsible for providing, as available, biological expertise during public 
agency environmental review efforts (i.e., CEQA), focusing specifically on project activities that 
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.  CDFW provides 
recommendations to identify potential impacts and possible measures to avoid or reduce those 
impacts.  CDFW is unable to provide substantive comments due to the limited Project 
information provided to us and the overall scope of the Project. We provide general comments 
below and more specific comments can be provided once the CDFW has had the opportunity to 
review the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) that will be prepared for this Project.  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 
 
Proponent:  County of Fresno  
 
Objective:  The proposed project consists of a review and update of the County General Plan’s 
Background Report and Policy Document, and a comprehensive update of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  The revised General Plan is intended to build on the major policies of the current 
2000 General Plan but expand and strengthen them to meet the challenges and community 
needs through planning horizon year 2040.  The Zoning Ordinance would be updated for 
consistency with the General Plan. 
 
Location:  The Project site consists of the entirety of unincorporated Fresno County.  
 
Timeframe:  2021-2040 
 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The NOP indicates that the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the review and update of the 
General Plan and a comprehensive update of the Zoning Ordinance will describe existing 
environmental resource areas and conditions in Fresno County, and analyze potential impacts 
from buildout of the General Plan on the existing environment.  The EIR will also identify and 
evaluate alternatives to the proposed project. 
 
When an EIR is prepared, the specifics of mitigation measures may be deferred, provided the 
lead agency commits to mitigation and establishes performance standards for implementation.  
Table 1 lists the special-status plant and animal species that have been documented in Fresno 
County per the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB).  While this list may not include 
all special-status species present in Fresno County, it does provide a robust source of 
information as to which species could potentially be impacted, and in which areas, by proposed 
projects in Fresno County.  CDFW recommends the EIR prepared for the Project analyze 
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potential impacts to these species provide measurable, quantifiable, and enforceable mitigation 
measures that, as needed, will reduce impacts to less than significant levels. In addition, CDFW 
recommends the County consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service about potential impacts 
to federally listed species listed in Table 1. 
 
In addition to potential species impacts, it is likely that some Project activities will be subject to 
CDFW’s regulatory authority pursuant Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq.  If a Lake or 
Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) is needed, CDFW is required to comply with CEQA in 
the issuance or the renewal of a LSAA.  Therefore, for efficiency in environmental compliance, 
we recommend that any potential lake or stream disturbance that may result from Project 
activities be described, and mitigation for the disturbance be developed as part of the EIR.  This 
will reduce the need for the Department to require extensive additional environmental review for 
a LSAA in the future. If inadequate, or no environmental review, has occurred, for the Project 
activities that are subject to notification under Fish and Game Code section 1602, CDFW will 
not be able to issue the Final LSAA until CEQA analysis for the project is complete.  This may 
lead to considerable Project delays. 
 
CDFW is available to meet with you ahead of DEIR preparation to discuss potential impacts and 
possible mitigation measures for some or all of the resources that may be analyzed in the EIR.  
If you have any questions, please contact Kelley Nelson, Environmental Scientist, at the 
address provided on this letterhead, or by email at Kelley.Nelson@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 
 
 
cc: United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605 
Sacramento, California 95825 
 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Central Valley Region 
1685 “E” Street 
Fresno, California 93706-2020 

  
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
San Joaquin Valley Office 
1325 “J” Street, Suite 1350 

 Sacramento, California 95814-2928 
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Table 1 – CNDDB List for Fresno 
County Species 
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