
Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 

And Public Scoping Meeting 

Date:  May 3, 2021 

To:  Interested Persons, Responsible and Trustee Agencies, and Organizations 

From: City of California City, 21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505 

Subject: Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report and Notice of a 
Public Scoping Meeting for the Correctional Development Facility at 
California City  

In compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, 
the City of California City (City) will serve as the Lead Agency for preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Correctional Development Facility at California City (CDFCC or 
Project). The EIR will be the environmental document for responsible and trustee agencies when 
considering any discretionary approvals related to the proposed Project. The City has prepared this Notice 
of Preparation (NOP) with Project-related information to solicit input from the public, trustee and 
responsible agencies, the State Office of Planning and Research, and other interested parties regarding the 
scope and content of the environmental information that is germane to your agency’s statutory 
responsibilities or that your organization believes should be addressed in the EIR.  

The City requests that any potential responsible or trustee agencies responding to this NOP reply in a 
manner consistent with Section 15082(b) of the CEQA Guidelines, which allows for the submittal of any 
comments in response to this notice no later than 30 days after receipt of the NOP. The City will accept 
comments regarding this NOP through the close of business, Monday, February 5, 2018. 

Project Location and Existing On-Site Uses: The Project site is comprised of approximately 215 acres 
located immediately east and southeast of the existing California City Correctional Facility (22844 
Virginia Boulevard, California City), which is located to the east of Virginia Boulevard and south of 
Twenty Mule Team Parkway. The Project site is located on the eastern portion of the northern one-half of 
Section 13, Township 32 South, Range 38 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, also known as 
Assessor's Parcel Number 350-031-02. The Project site is undeveloped and is not identified on 
government databases as a hazardous material user or hazardous waste generator, in accordance with 
Section 65962.5 of the California Government Code. See Exhibit 1 for the Project location.   

Project Description Summary: The Project involves the construction of a one-level, 1,512-bed 
correctional center on the northern portion of the site and an identical 1,512-bed correctional center on the 
southern portion of the site. Building heights would not exceed 45 feet. Each facility would contain seven 
secure housing structures that are located in a semi-circular arrangement around a central open area with 
indoor and outdoor recreational facilities and open areas. West of the housing and recreational area would 



be a central building for various services and programs, such as intake, food service, medical, education, 
maintenance, laundry, chaplain, library, visitation, and other support areas. A common surface parking 
area would be located between the buildings on the east and a series of five stormwater retention basins 
on the west, with an administration building and warehouse building near the access road that would 
extend from Virginia Boulevard to the Project site. Access to the Project site would be via the extension 
of Gordon Boulevard easterly towards the northwest corner of the Project site. Development of the 
Project site would require mass grading to create a building pad, installation of on-site stormwater control 
facilities and the extension of existing water, wastewater, natural gas, electrical and communication 
infrastructure into the Project site. See Exhibit 2 for the Conceptual Site Plan. 

The Project would be designed to meet American Correctional Association standards and all applicable 
building codes and regulations. Facility design would incorporate state-of-the-art security technology, 
complete with a perimeter road, perimeter fencing, observations posts/towers, a motion detection system, 
and nighttime security lights. Daily operations would require 24-hour staffing in three shifts per day, 
seven days per week. It is estimated that each of the two facilities within the Project would be staffed by 
approximately 400 to 500 full-time equivalent employees or a total of 800 to 1,000 individuals, depending 
on the operating scenario and the occupancy rate.   

Off-site utility improvements would be required and are anticipated to occur in existing roadway rights-
of-way, public facility/utility sites, and within existing/proposed utility easements. The preliminary 
alignments of these utility line extensions are shown in Exhibit 1, which include the conceptual 
alignments for water, sewer and natural gas extensions. Improvements at the City’s Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) located at 10835 Nelson Drive, California City, are required to accommodate 
Project operations. Anticipated improvements at the WWTP may include equipment capacity upgrades 
and/or reconfiguration of the percolation ponds to increase storage capacity. The City’s potable water 
supply system in the Project vicinity may require installation of an additional pump at the City’s Phase 1 
booster pump station.  The utility line alignments and utility system improvements are preliminary and 
may change based on final engineering plans. 

Preliminary Project Schedule: The Project would be implemented in two phases. Phase 1 would include 
the construction of one of the 1,512-bed correctional centers, which is anticipated to overlap with  
construction of off-site infrastructure upgrades, including improvements to the City’s WWTP and the 
City’s potable water supply system. Phase 1 construction activities could potentially begin in January 
2022, and be completed by December 2024, totaling approximately 24 months. Phase 1 is anticipated to 
be entirely completed and occupied prior to the commencement of Phase 2, unless facility demands 
dictate otherwise. Phase 2 is assumed to begin within 6 to 8 months following completion of Phase 1 
(sometime in 2024). The total construction schedule for Phase 2 is expected to require approximately 18 
months. 

Potential Environmental Effects: The Project Applicant is requesting the following discretionary 
actions from the City of California City: Approval of the CoreCivic CDFCC Project, including approval 
of the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades and extensions of City-owned infrastructure to serve 
the Project (i.e., water and sewer lines and facilities). 

An Initial Study was not prepared and, instead, the EIR will evaluate the Project’s potential impacts on all 
environmental issue areas included within the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist 
Form. CEQA Guidelines Section 15082(a)(1) requires a disclosure of the probable environmental effects 
of the Project. Because the Project will involve both short-term construction related impacts, and long-
term operational impacts on currently undeveloped land, significant environmental effects may occur for 
Aesthetics; Air Quality; Biological Resources; Cultural Resources; Geology and Soils; Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Hydrology and Water Quality; Land Use and Planning; 
Noise; Public Services; Transportation and Traffic; and Utilities and Service Systems. Significant impacts 
are not anticipated for the Agriculture and Forestry Resources; Mineral Resources; Population and 



Housing; or Recreation. However, all environmental topical areas will be addressed in the EIR and 
mitigation measures will be provided for significant environmental impacts. 

Public Scoping Meeting: A Scoping Meeting will be held to share information regarding the proposed 
Project and the environmental review process, and to receive written public comments regarding the 
scope and content of the environmental analysis to be addressed in the EIR. The Scoping Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, 24 January, 2018 at 6:00 PM at the City Council Chambers located at 21000 
Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505.  

Written comments may be submitted at this meeting, but there will be no verbal comments or public 
testimony taken at the Scoping Meeting. No decisions about the proposed Project will be made at the 
Scoping Meeting. A separate public hearing for Project consideration by the City Council will be 
scheduled after completion of the EIR.  
 
Accommodations: The Scoping Meeting facility (i.e. City Hall) and its parking are wheelchair 
accessible. Translation services may be provided upon written request to the City a minimum of 14 days 
prior to the Scoping Meeting.  
 

Written responses to this Notice of Preparation should be sent to: 

City of California City 
City Hall 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, CA 93505-2293  
Attn: Planning Division  
Anu Doravari 
Fax: 760-373-7141 
Email: planning2@californiacity-ca.gov 

In accordance with the time limits established by CEQA, your response to this Notice of Preparation 
should be sent to the address above at the earliest possible date, but no later than 30 days from the receipt 
of this notice. Your interest and participation in the EIR process for this Project is appreciated.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Anu Doravari 
Planning Technician 
Planning Division 
City of California City  



 

Insert Exhibit 1 - Location Map 

 

Insert Exhibit 2 – Conceptual Site Plan 

 



Peach Ave

Ca
lifo

rn
ia 

Ci
ty 

Bl
vd

Ne
ur

ali
a R

d

Twenty Mule Team Pkwy

Phillips Rd

Ch
ry

sle
r D

r

Isa
be

lla
 B

lvd

Poppy Blvd

S Loop Blvd

Forest Blvd

11
0th

 St

11
5th

 St

Bil
l S

t

Ru
sc

he
 B

lvd

George Blvd

Lime Ave

14
5th

 S
tRudnick Blvd

Nell y Dr

A l de
r D

r
Anne Ave

Gordon Blvd

Calh
oun Dr

Lu cile
Dr

Viburnum Ave

Jack Ave

Ye
rb

a B
lvd

Isa
be

lla
 B

lvd

Mi
tch

ell
 B

lvd

Rea Ave

Vir
gin

ia 
Bl

vd

Me
lvi

lle
 D

r

83
rd

 St

166th St

Holly Ave

Co
ns

ul 
Wa

y

California City Blvd
Keller Dr

11
9th

 St

Fir Ave

Ha
cie

nd
a B

lvd

Washburn Blvd

Es
se

 B
lvd

Joshua Blvd

UV58UV58

UV14

Project Site Boundary
Preliminary Utility Alignments

D:
\P

roj
ec

ts\
3C

RC
\01

01
00

\M
XD

\N
OP

\ex
_P

roj
ec

t_L
oc

ati
on

_2
01

71
11

7.m
xd

Project Location
Correctional Development Facility at California City (CDFCC)

² 1.5 0 1.50.75
Miles

Exhibit 1

(Rev: 12-01-2017 MMD) R:\Projects\CRC\3CRC010100\Graphics\NOP\ex_Project_Location_20171117.pdf

Aerial Source: ESRI, NAIP 2014

Lake
Mathews

Castaic
Lake

E D W A R D S
A I R  F O R C E  B A S E

San t a Clara
River

P A C I F I C  O C E A N

Lake
Perris

Lake
Elsinore

Lake
Arrowhead

Canyon
Lake

Pyramid
Lake

liProject Location

Riverside

Kern
Los Angeles

Sa
n B

er
na

rd
ino

Ventura

Diamond Valley
Lake

Kern

§̈5

L O S  P A D R E S
N A T I O N A L  F O R E S T

A N G E L E S  N A T I O N A L  F O R E S T

California
City

Cantil

Mojave

Rosamond

§̈405

ST58

ST58

§̈15

§̈10

£¤395

§̈15

ST99

ST138

£¤101

§̈5

§̈210

ST14

Ventura

Orange

Anaheim
Los Angeles

Oxnard
Rancho

Rialto

Perris
Corona

Carson

Ventura

Ontario

Hesperia

Redlands

Pasadena
Glendale

Riverside

Lancaster

Santa Ana

Hawthorne

Calabasas

Seal Beach

Victorville

Simi Valley

Santa 
Monica

Lucerne Valley



Source: Psomas 2017

Correctional Development Facility at California City (CDFCC)

Conceptual Site Plan Exhibit 2

(12/18/17 CJS) R:\Projects\CRC\3CRC010100\Graphics\NOP\ex_site_plan.pdf

D
:\P

ro
je

ct
s\

3C
R

C
\0

10
10

0\
G

R
AP

H
IC

S\
N

O
P\

Ex
_s

ite
_p

la
n_

BW
_2

01
71

21
8.

ai

CDFCC Site Boundary






































