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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the 
West Santa Ana Branch (WSAB) Transit Corridor Project (Project) incorporates the 
comments received on the WSAB Transit Corridor Project Draft EIS/EIR during the 60-day 
review and comment period that began on July 30, 2021, and concluded on September 28, 
2021. During the public review period, the Draft EIS/EIR was made available to stakeholders, 
agencies, and the general public for review and comment. The Draft EIS/EIR public review 
period also included eight virtual (via Zoom) public engagements, including four public 
hearings and four virtual community information sessions. The public hearings were held to 
receive public comments in writing and orally (via a court reporter). During this period, 
Metro also hosted four virtual community information sessions to provide an opportunity for 
focused dialogue with the project team regarding specific topics. In total, 452 formal 
comments submissions (e.g., comment cards, emails, letters) were received containing 
approximately 2,255 individual comments during the public review period. Chapter 7 of this 
Final EIS/EIR describes the public outreach process and summarizes comments received 
during public review of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

1.1 Regulatory Framework 

The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) (40 CFR 1503.4) requires that an agency preparing a 
final environmental impact statement under the National Environmental Policy Act assess 
and consider comments both individually and collectively, and respond by one or more of the 
means listed below, stating its response in the final environmental impact statement. 
Possible responses are to: 

• Modify alternatives, including the proposed action 
• Develop and evaluate alternatives not previously given serious consideration by the 

agency 
• Supplement, improve, or modify its analyses 
• Make factual corrections 
• Explain why the comments do not warrant further agency response, citing the 

sources, authorities, or reasons that support the agency’s position 
• If appropriate, indicate those circumstances that would trigger agency reappraisal or 

further response 

Section 15088(c) of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines describes the 
evaluation that is required in the response to comments: 

The written response shall describe the disposition of significant environmental issues raised 
(e.g., revisions to the proposed project to mitigate anticipated impacts or objections). In 
particular, the major environmental issues raised when the lead agency’s position is at 
variance with recommendations and objections raised in the comments must be addressed 
in detail giving reasons why specific comments and suggestions were not accepted. There 
must be a good faith, reasoned analysis in response. Conclusory statements unsupported by 
factual information will not suffice. 
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In order to comply with 40 CFR 1503.4 and Section 15088(c) of the California Environmental 
Quality Act, factual responses have been provided for all substantive comments received 
during the comment period, with a particular emphasis on significant environmental issues. 
Generally, the responses to comments provide explanation, clarification, or amplification of 
information contained in the Draft EIS/EIR.   

1.2 Document Organization 

This appendix contains copies of all comment submissions received during the comment 
period on the Draft EIS/EIR and Metro’s responses to the comments. In order to facilitate 
review of the responses to comments, this appendix includes common responses that 
respond to issues and questions raised by a number of the comments. 

This appendix is organized as follows: 

• Section 1 – Introduction 
• Section 2 – Common Responses 
• Section 3 – Comments and Responses 

Section 3 is organized by affiliation, with submissions presented in alphabetical order by commenter. 

1.3 Overview of Comments and Responses 

Submissions received on the Draft EIS/EIR were organized and grouped into the categories 
shown in Table 1-1 based on the affiliation of the commenter. Some commenters or 
affiliations submitted more than one submission during the comment period, in which case 
these were counted as separate submissions in the tally shown in Table 1-1. The comments 
received on the Draft EIS/EIR addressed a variety of topics. Some included general 
statements of support or opposition to the Project or the four Build Alternatives evaluated in 
the Draft EIS/EIR. Other comments offered suggestions on how to modify the Project 
through refinements, as well as requests for changes, clarification, and/or new or additional 
analysis and mitigation to the Draft EIS/EIR. Additionally, other comments expressed 
concern over environmental impacts and funding/cost. 

Common themes of comments received are as follows: 

• Project alternatives or features (e.g., alignment, stations, traction power substations, 
construction staging areas) 

• Comments requesting grade separation of the alignment 
• Comments regarding mitigation measures 
• Comments regarding operation and construction activities in the Little Tokyo 

community 
• Impacts related to displacements and acquisitions 
• Impacts related to noise during operation and construction 
• Impacts related to visual changes, including screening of project components on 

aerial structures 
• Safety and security along the alignment and at stations 
• Impacts related to air quality, including dust and emissions during operation and 

construction 
• Impacts related to traffic and parking, including the provision of dedicated transit 

parking 
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Table 1-1. Commentor Affiliation 

Affiliation  Number of Submissions 

Federal Agencies 3 

State Agencies 3 

Regional Agencies 13 

Elected Officials 3 

Corridor Cities 12 

School Districts 2 

Businesses 15 

Organizations 13 

Improvement Districts and Joint Powers Authorities 8 

Individuals 380 

Source: Metro, 2023 
Note: The term “submission” refers to a comment card, email, or letter containing comments. 

Coordination continued after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR with cities, agencies, and 
stakeholders that included discussions related to comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR as 
well as project updates, including design refinements and updated analysis. This 
coordination is documented in Section 7.8 of Chapter 7, Public Outreach, Agency 
Consultation, and Coordination, of this Final EIS/EIR. Refinements to the LPA made as a 
result of these comments and coordination are detailed in Section 2.4.3.2 of Chapter 2, 
Project Description/Alternatives Considered, and Appendix E, Project Refinements since 
Circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, of this Final EIS/EIR.  

The responses to comments describe changes made to the LPA and any updated or new 
analysis conducted in response to comments received or as a result of coordination with 
stakeholders. These changes are intended to clarify and refine the description of the Project, 
refine measures to minimize environmental impacts, and to ensure that the Project is carried 
out in a manner that minimizes environmental impacts, responds to community concerns, 
and is consistent with the laws and policies governing the project area and its resources. 
These modifications do not change the conclusions of the analysis presented in the Draft 
EIS/EIR and do not introduce significant new information on the Project, project impacts, or 
mitigation that is substantially different from what was presented and analyzed in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. 

In some instances, a comment resulted in a need to make a change to the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Where a change was made, the appropriate section in which the change was made is 
referenced in the response. Responses reference the Draft EIS/EIR when the information 
needed to respond to the comment was available in the Draft EIS/EIR and remained 
unchanged. References to the Final EIS/EIR were used if information changed since 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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2 COMMON RESPONSES 

Common themes emerged from the comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR. As such, 
common responses were developed for these frequently asked questions and comments to 
address broad issue areas where there was extensive public comment and to respond to the 
various comments in a comprehensive fashion. The text for each common response is 
provided here for ease of reference instead of repeating text for each individual comment 
received. Each common response has been assigned a unique identifier (e.g., CR-GEN-1), as 
summarized in Table 2-1. 

Table 2-1. Common Response Identifier 

Identifier Description 

CR-GEN General common responses 

CR-TRA-1 Transit parking 

CR-DIS Displacements and Acquisitions 

CR-VA Visual and Aesthetics 

CR-AQ Air Quality 

CR-NOI Noise 

CR-SAF Safety and Security 

CR-EJ Environmental Justice 

CR-FIN Funding and Financing  

 

2.1 CR-GEN-1: Identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative 

2.1.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments expressing support for or opposition to a specific Build Alternative presented in 
the Draft EIS/EIR. 

2.1.2 Response 

In January 2022, the Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 as the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (LPA) for the Project. The Metro Board also identified Los Angeles Union Station 
as the ultimate northern terminus for the corridor in the future. Alternative 3 is identified as 
the LPA in the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIS/EIR). As illustrated in Table 6.2 in Chapter 6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 will 
provide substantial benefits to transit users and reduce regional vehicle traffic. Section 6.2 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR provides an explanation of the considerations in identifying Alternative 3 
as the recommended alternative stating that “[i]n addition to considering the effectiveness in 
meeting the Purpose and Need and environmental impacts and benefits, the financial 
capacity to construct, operate, and maintain the Project as well as strategies to fund the 
Project were primary considerations in determining the staff preferred alternative.” As noted 
in Table 6.1 in Chapter 6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, total capital cost estimates for Alternatives 1 
and 2 range from $8.5 to $9.5 billion (2020 dollars), depending on which maintenance and 
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storage facility (MSF) was included in the capital cost. Alternative 3 was estimated to cost 
$4.9 to $5.1 billion.  

Table 3.20 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides transit performance metrics for 
Alternatives 1 through 4. Ridership on Alternative 3 is shown in Table 3.26 in Chapter 3 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR. With the completion of the Regional Connector, the LPA will provide a 
connection to LA Union Station via transfer at the Slauson/A Line Station to the A Line. In 
response to comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR, the Slauson/A Line Station was 
reconfigured to ease transfers to the existing A Line Station. Approximately 7,000 daily 
transfers are projected to occur between the LPA and the A Line. The A Line ridership 
increase is relatively small compared to the high overall ridership forecasted on the A Line. 
Transfers between lines will be accommodated by pedestrian bridges.  

By direction of the Metro Board of Directors and a motion by Directors Hahn, Solis, Garcetti, 
Mitchell, and Dutra (File #2022-0023), Metro staff were directed to identify and evaluate a 
more cost-effective alignment between the Slauson/A Line Station and LA Union Station and 
to re-engage the community to best define a transit solution, including alignment profile, 
station locations, and design, that meets the changing mobility needs of Little Tokyo, the Arts 
District, LA Union Station, and surrounding area residents, employees, and businesses. In 
response to the Board motion, a standalone study, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Slauson/A Line to LA Union Station Segment Study, is underway. This 
standalone study does not include discussion of the LPA, which has its own independent 
utility separate from the connection between the Slauson/A Line Station and LA Union 
Station. The standalone study is evaluating cost-effective options (underground, aerial, at-
grade) for the approximately 4.5-mile segment along Alameda Street from LA Union Station 
to the Slauson/A Line Station, inclusive of three proposed stations (LA Union Station, Little 
Tokyo, and Arts/Industrial District). The study is also identifying environmental 
considerations for the Little Tokyo, Arts District, LA Union Station, and surrounding area 
residents, employees, and businesses.  

Metro continues to coordinate extensively with stakeholders, the public, and Solutions 
Alameda Coalition to gather input and suggestions for the standalone study. The insights 
gained from the standalone study will inform the Metro Board’s decision-making process 
regarding the advancement of subsequent analyses for the segment north of the Slauson/A 
Line Station. While Alternatives 1 and 2 identified in the Draft EIS/EIR remain under 
consideration, modifications to those alternatives made in response to the standalone study, 
or as a result of design refinements, would be the subject of a future environmental 
document. 

2.2 CR-GEN-2: Maintenance and Storage Facility 

2.2.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to the Paramount Maintenance and Storage Facility (MSF) or stating a 
preference for either the Paramount MSF or Bellflower MSF. 

2.2.2 Response 

With the identification of the LPA in January 2022, the Metro Board included the MSF site 
option located in the City of Bellflower as a component of the Locally Preferred Alternative.  
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2.3 CR-GEN-3: Underground Alignment 

2.3.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments requested assessing a cut-and-cover underground alignment in various locations 
where the project alignment would be elevated. 

2.3.2 Response 

In January 2022, a Metro Board motion (Board Motion 2022-0023) directed staff to conduct 
an assessment of above-grade/aerial sections of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) to 
determine if cut-and-cover could be constructed at lower cost. In response to the Board 
motion, Metro completed the Cut-and-Cover Analysis Memo (Metro 2022). The study 
evaluated a cut-and-cover alignment at six locations where the LPA would be aerial based on 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). For 
each of the six locations, Metro prepared conceptual designs and performed an evaluation 
focusing on construction constraints, cost estimates, and potential environmental impacts.  

The analysis revealed significant design constraints, primarily due to existing major utility 
networks and the necessity to maintain existing freight rail traffic. The cost implications of 
these constraints were substantial. The study showed that, in 2022 dollars, a cut-and-cover 
design would result in an increase in project costs ranging from an additional $28 million to 
$949 million when compared to the aerial alignments. When adjusted to projected year of 
expenditure costs, this increase translated to approximately $45 million to $1.6 billion.  

Following the completion of the study, Metro staff presented the findings to representative 
cities, the Transportation Advisory Committee, and Eco-Rapid Transit, ensuring that 
stakeholders were informed of the results of the study. After careful consideration of the 
study’s findings, staff prepared an informal report to the Board determining that a cut-and-
cover alignment is not a feasible alternative for the LPA due to the significant cost increases 
identified. 

2.4 CR-GEN-4: Grade Separation 

2.4.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments requested grade separating the alignment where the Draft EIS/EIR alignment 
was proposed at-grade. 

2.4.2 Response 

The Metro Board-approved Grade Crossing Safety Policy for Light Rail Transit, prepared in 
December 2003 and revised in October 2010, was used to determine locations for grade 
separation for the Project. This policy provides a systemwide standard methodology in Los 
Angeles County to determine whether grade crossings along light rail transit (LRT) lines 
should be grade separated or at-grade. Key factors in evaluating the need for a grade 
separation include traffic volumes, train frequency, safety considerations, and a variety of 
special circumstances (e.g., vertical engineering alignment considerations, effects on traffic 
operations, pedestrian activity, and adjacent land uses). Based on the Metro Grade Crossing 
Policy, areas that satisfied the grade separation criteria along the LPA alignment were 
identified and evaluated. The location of grade separations was also determined in 
coordination with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).  
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Metro continues to coordinate with the CPUC to identify design requirements where the LRT 
alignment passes through intersections at grade. Coordination will continue through the 
design phases of the Project, and approvals from CPUC will be required prior to operation. 

2.5 CR-GEN-5: Mitigation Measures 

2.5.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the implementation and recommendation of feasible mitigation 
measures. 

2.5.2 Response 

Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) establishes procedural 
requirements, applying that national policy to proposals for major federal actions 
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment by requiring federal agencies to 
prepare a detailed statement on: (1) the environmental impact of the proposed action; (2) any 
adverse effects that cannot be avoided; (3) alternatives to the proposed action; (4) the 
relationship between local short-term uses of man’s environment and the maintenance and 
enhancement of long-term productivity; and (5) any irreversible and irretrievable 
commitments of resources that would be involved in the proposed action (42 United States 
Code 4332(2)(C)). NEPA does not require the decision-making agency to mitigate every 
project effect. 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has similar, yet distinct, requirements. 
CEQA mandates that agencies must avoid or reduce the significant environmental impacts of 
projects they carry out or approve wherever feasible (Public Resources Code [PRC], § 21002). 
To that end, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) must identify the significant 
environmental effects of the project, identify alternatives to the project, and indicate the 
manner in which those significant effects can be avoided or mitigated (PRC, § 21002.1(a), 
CEQA Guidelines, § 15126.4). Unlike measures in a Mitigated Negative Declaration, 
mitigation measures in an EIR need not reduce a significant impact to a less than significant 
level. But, if a project’s significant impacts are not avoided or substantially lessened by 
feasible mitigation, in considering whether to approve the project, the lead agency must 
balance the economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits of the project against its 
significant environmental impacts. If the agency determines that the benefits of the project 
outweigh its significant environmental effects, the agency may approve the project, but 
before doing so, must prepare and adopt findings and a statement of overriding 
considerations articulating the agency’s rationale for proceeding with the project despite its 
significant and unavoidable environmental effects. The statement must be based on 
information in the EIR and/or other information in the record and supported by substantial 
evidence in the record (CEQA Guidelines, § 15093).  

The Federal Transit Administration and Metro's application of mitigation to the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project is consistent with the requirements of NEPA and 
CEQA. For each significant impact identified, the Draft and Final EIS/EIRs identify feasible 
mitigation measures that would avoid or minimize the significant environmental effects. 
Because feasible mitigation measures do not exist to reduce each of the Project’s effects to a 
less than significant level, the Metro Board will need to adopt findings and a statement of 
overriding consideration in order to approve the Project.  



 2 Common Responses 

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Responses to Comments Received on the Draft EIS/EIR March 2024 | 2-5 

2.6 CR-GEN-6: Little Tokyo 

2.6.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding operation and construction activities in the Little Tokyo community. 

2.6.2 Response 

In January 2021, Metro Board identified: 

• Slauson/A Line to Pioneer as the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and focus of the 
Final EIS/EIR 

• LA Union Station as the ultimate northern terminus for the corridor, inclusive of a 
station in Little Tokyo 

The LPA’s northern terminus will be at the Slauson/A Line Station located approximately 4 
miles south of Little Tokyo. Construction activities will not involve off-road equipment or on-
road trucking activities within several miles of the Little Tokyo neighborhood.  

As discussed in response CR-GEN-1, by direction of the Board, a separate study is underway 
to determine cost-effective alignments between LA Union Station and the Slauson/A Line 
Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Slauson/A Line to LA Union Station Segment Study includes developing the Little Tokyo 
Station location and access, in collaboration with the Little Tokyo and surrounding 
communities. This effort also includes re-engaging the community, stakeholders (including 
property owners and business owners), and Solutions Alameda Coalition in the study process 
to best define a transit solution, including alignment profile, station locations, and design, 
that meets the changing mobility needs of Little Tokyo, the Arts District, LA Union Station, 
and surrounding area residents, employees, and businesses. The alignment north of the 
Slauson/A Line Station would be the subject of a future environmental document once an 
alignment and funding sources are identified. 

2.7 CR-GEN-7: Alternative 2 

2.7.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments in favor of Alternative 2. 

2.7.2 Response 

Chapter 6 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIS/EIR) considers the trade-offs among the alternatives. As illustrated in Table 6.2 in the 
Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 would provide substantial benefits to transit users and reduce 
regional vehicle traffic, but to a lesser extent than Alternative 2. Section 6.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR provides an explanation of the considerations in identifying Alternative 3 as the 
recommended alternative stating that “[i]n addition to considering the effectiveness in meeting 
the Purpose and Need and environmental impacts and benefits, the financial capacity to 
construct, operate, and maintain the Project as well as strategies to fund the Project were 
primary considerations in determining the staff preferred alternative.” After public distribution 
of the Draft EIS/EIR and considering public comment, the Metro Board of Directors identified 
Alternative 3 as the Locally Preferred Alternative, but LA Union Station was identified as the 
ultimate northern terminus for the Project. Alternative 3 would provide connection to 7th 
Street/Metro Center via transfer at the Slauson/A Line Station to the A Line. 
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2.8 CR-TRA-1: Transit Parking 

2.8.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to additional transit parking and/or spillover parking impacts. 

2.8.2 Response 

The Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) proposes five stations with dedicated transit parking: 
Firestone Station, I-105/C Line Station, Paramount/Rosecrans Station, Bellflower Station, 
and Pioneer Station. Dedicated transit parking is not proposed at the remaining four stations 
(Slauson/A Line Station, Pacific/Randolph Station, Florence/Salt Lake, and Gardendale 
Station). These locations are unchanged from the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). The locations of dedicated parking 
facilities were aimed at distributing parking demand across the corridor efficiently.   

In response to comments received on the EIS/EIR requesting that additional transit parking 
be considered, Metro completed a Transit Parking Study that carefully considered whether 
dedicated transit parking should be added to one or more of the four transit stations without 
dedicated transit parking. In addition, the study examined whether the parking supply at the 
transit stations with proposed parking would be sufficient to meet transit parking demand. 
The study also explored potential sites that could be used for parking near the four stations 
that do not include parking facilities, but the use of these sites was not recommended 
because they would require substantial additional property acquisition for the Project and are 
not necessary to meet the Project’s transit parking demands.  

Metro used its Travel Demand Model to forecast parking demand at the nine stations along 
the LPA. This information was then used to estimate the total demand for transit-related 
parking across the corridor. The findings indicate that, should transit parking demand reach 
peak projection at peak hours, there would be a shortage of approximately 10 parking spaces, 
combined across the parking supply at the five transit parking facilities. However, when the 
forecast of transit parking demand is restricted to the five stations with transit parking, 
consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, a surplus of 50 parking spaces was projected.  

The shift in demand indicates that at stations where transit parking is not proposed, it is 
anticipated that commuters desiring to park and ride will adapt by using a station with 
dedicated transit parking or by finding another way to complete their trip. At stations where 
transit parking is proposed, it is possible that parking would occasionally reach capacity. Over 
time, commuters are expected to modify their travel habits, such as shifting to other modes 
(e.g., kiss and ride, bicycle, or transit) to access the station, driving to a station with available 
parking supply, or driving to their ultimate destination. The analysis of spillover parking in 
Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4, of the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 5.4 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report has been updated 
since the Draft EIS/EIR and includes the forecasted parking demand at all nine stations in 
addition to the forecasted demand restricted to the five stations with transit parking. The 
analysis was also updated to no longer rely on available on-street parking where the demand 
for transit parking is forecasted to exceed supply. Removing availability of on-street parking 
as a consideration for transit parking provides a more conservative approach to the analysis 
of potential impacts related to spillover parking at the stations because it does not assume 
that demand could be met by using on-street parking, if available. 
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As stated above, spillover parking is not expected to occur because it is anticipated that over 
time drivers will shift to stations with available dedicated transit parking or find other ways to 
make the trip. The decision not to include additional transit-dedicated parking facilities is 
also driven by Metro’s commitment to fiscal responsibility and sustainable urban 
development. Building and maintaining large parking lots is costly and can detract from the 
walkability and community-oriented design of station areas. 

With implementation of Mitigation Measure TRA-19 (Parking Monitoring and Community 
Outreach) (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-21 in the Draft EIS/EIR), an assessment 
will be conducted to monitor on- and off-street parking activity resulting from operation of 
the Project. Surveys will be conducted within one-half mile of each station to compare 
parking availability prior to the start of service to the availability six months following the 
start of service. In locations where parking demand is at least 20 percent greater than the 
demand before prior to the start of service, Metro will work with the appropriate local 
jurisdiction, business owners, and affected communities to assess the need for an 
appropriate on-and off-street parking management program. Metro will also coordinate with 
and support jurisdictions in outreach meetings within the affected communities to gauge the 
interest of residents participating in a residential permit parking program. Additionally, 
Metro may implement a parking fee, consistent with the Supportive Transit Parking Program 
Master Plan, which would further control demand. Refer to Chapter 3, Section 3.5.2.4 in the 
Final EIS/EIR for additional information on Mitigation Measure TRA-19 (Parking 
Monitoring and Community Outreach).Although it is anticipated that parking demand will 
be accommodated, it should be noted that an awareness is emerging among policy experts 
and public agencies that parking shortages near transit stations can provide environmental 
benefits. First, if there is not an over-abundance of parking spaces, people are encouraged to 
use public transportation instead of personal vehicles, reducing traffic congestion and 
associated emissions. Additionally, parking shortages near transit stations can promote 
walking and cycling, further reducing carbon emissions and improving air quality. Overall, a 
shift away from car-centric infrastructure aligns with the principles of sustainable urban 
planning. Recent legislation—most notably, Assembly Bill 2097, which prohibits public 
agencies from imposing or enforcing minimum parking requirements on development 
projects located within a half mile of a major transit stop—underscores California’s 
dedication to prioritizing transit over personable vehicle usage. 

It should also be noted that the California Environmental Quality Act does not require an 
analysis of or mitigation measures for parking shortages; an EIR is only required to address 
parking shortages to the extent the shortage has secondary impacts on the environment. 
(Save Our Access-San Gabriel Mountains v. Watershed Conservation Authority (2021) 68 
Cal.App.5th 8.) No such secondary impacts have been identified.  

Prior to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro coordinated with the City of Artesia in 
support of parking focused on the design of the Pioneer Station parking structure. Metro has 
continued coordination efforts with stakeholders regarding on- and off-street parking, transit 
parking demand, spillover parking, parking mitigation measures, and/or transit parking 
facility design after the release of the Draft EIS/EIR. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS/EIR 
summarizes coordination with corridor cities.  
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2.9 CR-DIS-1: Process for Acquisitions and Relocations  

2.9.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the acquisition and/or relocation process. 

2.9.2 Response 

The Project will comply with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (42 United States Code Section 61) (Uniform Act), California 
Relocation Act (Government Code Section 7260 et seq.), policies and procedures of Metro, 
and other applicable regulations related to displacements and acquisitions. Metro will provide 
relocation assistance and compensation for eligible displaced businesses and residences as 
required under the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act. Where acquisitions and 
relocation are unavoidable, the Federal Transit Administration and Metro will follow the 
provisions of both Acts, as amended; however, there will be no duplication of benefits. Metro 
will appraise any project-required right-of-way to determine the fair market value and set just 
compensation. Just compensation will not be less than the approved appraised value. 
Businesses and residents displaced as a result of the Project will be given advance written 
notice and informed of their eligibility for relocation assistance and payments before being 
required to move. 

2.10 CR-DIS-2: Acquisitions and Displacement Data 

2.10.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the acquisition and displacement data for the LPA. 

2.10.2 Response 

Permanent and temporary acquisitions and displacements were discussed in Chapter 4, 
Sections 4.3 and 4.19.3.2, respectively, of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) and in greater detail in the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Displacements and Acquisitions Impact Analysis 
Report (Appendix H to the Draft EIS/EIR).  

Chapter 4, Section 4.3 and Section 4.19.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR focuses on acquisitions and 
displacements required for the LPA (evaluated as Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR). 
Appendix A, Acquisitions and Displacements Parcel Data, and Appendix B, Acquisitions and 
Displacements Figures, of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Displacements and Acquisitions Impact Analysis Report, provides the details for each parcel that 
will be affected by the LPA. 

Metro developed an interactive map of the Project to enhance the public’s understanding of 
key project features, including acquisitions and displacements, which can be found at 
https://www.metro.net/projects/west-santa-ana/. The Interactive Mapping interface has been 
updated with the acquisitions and displacements for the LPA consistent with the Final 
EIS/EIR.  

https://www.metro.net/projects/west-santa-ana/
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2.11 CR-VA-1: Visual and Aesthetics 

2.11.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding privacy at residences adjacent to aerial portions of the project 
alignment.  

2.11.2 Response 

Project Measure VA PM-8 (Residential Screening for Aerial Structures) has been added to 
Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental 
Impact Report, as well as Section 8.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report. This project measure will provide privacy 
screening elements to limit views of project components on the aerial structures from 
residential backyards. The text of the measure is as follows: 

VA PM-8 Residential Screening for Aerial Structures. Where aerial structures will be 
situated adjacent to the rear of residential properties in the Cities of Paramount, 
Bellflower, Cerritos, and Artesia and the height of the soundwalls (Mitigation 
Measure NOI-1) on top of the aerial structures will be less than eight feet, a 
vertical screening element will be placed at the top of the soundwalls on the aerial 
structures to block the line-of-sight between the LRT vehicles on the aerial 
structures and the rear yards of adjacent residential properties. The combined 
height of the vertical screening element and soundwall will be at least eight feet. 

In addition to this project measure, the aerial structures will follow the Metro Rail Design 
Criteria (MRDC) or equivalent criteria, which require aerial structures to be “slim, not bulky.” 
The MRDC requires that the materials and surface textures of aerial structures be selected in 
accordance with generally accepted architectural principles, in collaboration with project 
stakeholders, to achieve an effective integration between structures and their surrounding 
environment. Landscaping will be used, as appropriate and as practicable, to achieve this 
integration. The MRDC also requires the use of landscaping on soundwalls and retaining 
walls, as appropriate, for graffiti management. The Project will also follow the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Urban Design Guide, and will include landscaping, such as 
vines or a landscape buffer, on or along mechanically stabilized earth walls and soundwalls 
where feasible. This landscaping presents opportunities for local representation as vine 
material and/or plant selection can vary by community. Landscape design and coordination 
will be refined as design advances. Metro will coordinate with corridor city staff per executed 
Master Cooperative Agreements. The Master Cooperative Agreements provide cities the 
opportunity to review design packages and provide comments. 

2.12 CR-AQ-1: Dust Emissions (Construction) 

2.12.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding fugitive dust emissions during construction. 

2.12.2 Response 

Dust emissions generated by project construction activities will primarily come from 
construction equipment moving on unpaved ground surfaces within the construction area 
footprint. Dust emissions will be minimized by mandated compliance with the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust) and Rule 402 
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(Nuisance). The construction contractor is mandated to comply with SCAQMD Rule 403 
related to the control of fugitive dust, as well as all best management practices contained 
within the Metro Green Construction Policy (now referred to as Project Measure AQ PM-1 in 
Section 4.19.3.5 in Chapter 4 of the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental 
Impact Report [EIS/EIR]). These requirements include, but are not limited to, control 
strategies such as the application of water or dust suppressants to unpaved areas to maintain 
soil moisture content and limiting vehicle speeds on unpaved areas to 15 mph.  

The Draft EIS/EIR addressed localized emissions from various types of construction sites 
involved in construction of the Project. The localized emissions analyses presented in Tables 
4.19.14 through 4.19.19 in Section 4.19.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR state that emissions from 
on-site construction sources will not exceed applicable SCAQMD thresholds at any type of 
construction site involved in project construction, which serves as a screening approach to 
evaluating the possibility of unhealthy pollutant concentrations occurring throughout nearby 
communities. The results of the localized emissions analyses substantiate that emissions 
from sources located within construction sites will not create adverse air quality conditions in 
nearby communities. As shown in Tables 4.19.14 through 4.19.19, compliance with these 
regulatory best management practices will effectively control fugitive dust emissions to levels 
below the applicable localized significance threshold values established by the SCAQMD to 
prevent the occurrence of elevated dust concentrations near construction sites. Therefore, 
dust emissions from sources located on the construction site will remain less than significant 
under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

The existing condition in the project corridor includes dust generated by on-road vehicle 
movements on the freeway and arterial streets, and by freight trains. Construction-related 
trips generated by the Project will not result in a cumulatively significant impact related to 
dust emissions because the Project’s incremental increase in vehicle volumes will be 
minimal. Moreover, the Project will implement best management practices to reduce on-road 
vehicle dust emissions during construction, including: 

• Maintaining a 12-inch freeboard height and tarp cover for all trucks hauling bulk 
materials 

• Installing and using a wheel-washing system to remove bulk material from tires and 
vehicle undercarriages at site access points, and/or installing a pad consisting of 
washed gravel at each vehicle egress from the site to a paved public road  

Additionally, provisions of the Metro Green Construction Policy require that the following 
best management practices related to construction traffic be implemented at a minimum: 

• Maintain a buffer zone that is a minimum of 1,000 feet between truck traffic and 
sensitive receptors, where feasible 

• If feasible and as allowed by local jurisdictions, configure construction parking to 
minimize traffic interference 

• Enforce truck parking restrictions, where applicable 
• Prepare haul routes that conform to local requirements to minimize traversing 

through congested streets or near sensitive receptor areas 
• Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-

peak hours to the extent practicable 
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• Use construction equipment with engines meeting Tier 4 Final emissions standards 
and use haul trucks that comply with 2007 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on-
road emissions standards for particulate matter and NOX 

Each of these strategies will contribute to the control of fugitive dust emissions from 
construction vehicles and reduce the likelihood of dust plumes reaching sensitive receptors. 
As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.5.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the impact analysis was 
completed in accordance with guidance established by the SCAQMD and the Federal Transit 
Administration. The results show that Alternative 3 (identified as the Locally Preferred 
Alternative in the Final EIS/EIR) will not generate emissions that exceed the regional or 
localized significance thresholds established by the SCAQMD.  

If a nuisance condition arises during construction of the Project related to visible dust 
plumes, odorous emissions, or other conditions, complaints may be submitted to the 
SCAQMD. Emissions of air pollutants produced during construction of the Project will be 
temporary in nature and will not cause long-term effects to air quality. 

2.13 CR-AQ-2: Dust Emissions (Operation) 

2.13.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding fugitive dust during project operations. 

2.13.2 Response 

Existing particulate matter emissions and dust deposition are not related to the 
environmental effects of the Project itself. Future operation of the Project will result in a net 
decrease in particulate matter and dust emissions at the regional scale relative to the No 
Build Alternative, as shown in Table 4.5.12 in Chapter 4 of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/ Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). Additionally, ambient particulate 
matter concentrations and resulting dust deposition are anticipated to decrease between the 
existing environmental setting (2017) discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.5.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR and the horizon year of 2042 as a result of future implementation of control 
strategies outlined in the South Coast Air Quality Management District 2016 Air Quality 
Management Plan.  

Regarding particulate emissions from freight train movements, implementation of the 
Project will not increase freight train activities at any location along the project alignment. 
Review of observational counts taken at various points along the right-of-way indicate that 
existing average daily train passbys are only one or two per day. Any potential increases in 
freight activity would be separate from the West Santa Ana Branch Project. Furthermore, 
relocating the existing train tracks by a distance of 15 to 20 feet will not increase particulate 
emissions from freight train movements and will not substantially alter dust deposition from 
those movements. 

The Project will be propelled by electricity, which produces negligible emissions of 
particulate matter compared to diesel-powered freight trains as there is no source of 
combustion emissions. The only source of particulate emissions associated with operation of 
the Project within the corridor will be associated with brake friction dust resulting from 
friction between the rail car wheels and the tracks due to the cars being powered by electric 
propulsion and not diesel-fueled internal combustion engines, which will be minimal. 
Emissions of brake friction dust are reduced relative to diesel-powered trains because 
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primary braking is regenerative through the electric motors of light rail transit vehicles. 
Therefore, operation of the Project will not result in significant environmental impacts 
related to dust generation. 

2.14 CR-AQ-3: Air Quality Impacts and Thresholds 

2.14.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding regional and/or localized air quality impacts, including thresholds, 
guidance, and Metro-related policy. 

2.14.2 Response 

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.5.1.2 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), the air quality impact analysis was completed in 
accordance with guidance established by the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) and the Federal Transit Administration. The results indicate that operation of 
Alternative 3 (referred to as the Locally Preferred Alternative in the Final EIS/EIR) will not 
generate emissions that exceed the regional or localized significance thresholds established 
by the SCAQMD. Therefore, operation of Alternative 3 will not result in significant impacts 
under the California Environmental Quality Act or adverse impacts under the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  

Metro also requires compliance with and enforcement of the Green Construction Policy (now 
referred to as Project Measure AQ PM-1 in Section 4.19.3.5 in Chapter 4 of the Final 
EIS/EIR) to be included in construction contracts and be implemented as feasible, which will 
minimize emissions. Metro adopted the Green Construction Policy in 2011 to reduce 
environmental impacts from construction activities associated with Metro projects. The 
policy provides requirements for identifying and mitigating air emission impacts on human 
health, the environment, and the climate of on-road and off-road construction equipment and 
generators used in construction and development activities; implementing appropriate best 
management practices to complement equipment mitigations; and implementing strategies 
to ensure compliance with applicable rules and regulations.  

Best management practices in the Green Construction Policy include, but are not limited to: 
maintaining equipment according to manufacturer’s specifications; restricting idling of 
construction equipment and on-road heavy-duty trucks to a maximum of five minutes when 
not in use; use of diesel particulate traps as feasible; configuration of haul routes to conform 
to local requirements to minimize traversing through congested streets, near sensitive 
receptor areas, and during peak traffic periods; and limiting traffic speeds on unpaved roads 
to less than 15 mph. 

The Green Construction Policy also includes requirements for off-road construction 
equipment to meet Tier 4 off-road emission standards where feasible or be outfitted with 
Best Available Control Technology devices; compliance with federal on-road emission 
standards for on-road heavy-duty diesel trucks or equipment with a gross vehicle weight 
rating of 19,500 pounds or greater; and for the utilization of grid-based electric power at any 
construction site where feasible. These best management practices and control strategies will 
minimize pollutant emissions to the maximum extent feasible and represent some of the 
most stringent and effective methods to reduce air pollutant emissions associated with 
construction activities. 
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2.15 CR-NOI-1: Noise Impact Standards 

2.15.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding standards used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed mitigation 
measures to reduce noise levels during project operation. 

2.15.2 Response 

The operational noise and vibration analysis was included in Chapter 4, Section 4.7 in the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). The impact 
analyses were prepared in accordance with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 2018 
Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, which is the guidance used for 
EIS/EIR documents for which FTA is the federal lead agency. This manual contains a 
comprehensive analysis methodology of the potential noise and vibration effects of transit 
projects, including light rail transit (LRT) train movements and station activities, special 
trackwork, relocated freight tracks, new or modified grade crossings, and traction power 
substations. The manual includes methodology for an assessment of daytime and nighttime 
noise at residences and other noise-sensitive locations. 

Noise-sensitive uses were identified for analysis within the Draft EIS/EIR for consideration 
in the noise analysis. Sensitive land uses, such as residences and parks within 350 feet of the 
project alignment, were divided into clusters, depending on the similarity of existing noise 
conditions, distance to the alignment, light rail system operating parameters, trackwork, and 
light rail speed along the alignment. Clusters represent a modeling unit that have similar 
existing noise levels and will experience similar noise levels generated by the Project. 
Distances were conservatively measured from the nearest representative sensitive land use 
within the cluster. All sensitive land uses identified within the FTA screening distances were 
assigned to a cluster for consideration in the analysis. 

The Draft EIS/EIR included project-generated noise levels that were calculated by frequency 
of service during different times of day and the relative distance of sensitive receptors from 
the Project. During nighttime hours, the project-related noise levels were “penalized” with an 
additional weighting to account for increased sensitivity during nighttime hours. The existing 
noise measurements used to establish the FTA noise impact criteria included 24-hour noise 
measurements that captured both daytime and nighttime ambient noise levels and daytime 
1-hour representative short-term noise measurements.  

Permanent operational activities will generate noise and vibration. Noise impacts have been 
predicted based on the total operational frequency of the LRT over a 24-hour period, and 
mitigation has been identified to reduce noise levels to the extent practicable. Noise and 
vibration mitigation measures are identified in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR to reduce 
potentially significant noise and vibration effects that will occur during construction activities 
and during operations. In response to comments and to reflect changes in design made since 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Final EIS/EIR includes refined mitigation measures to 
reduce potentially significant noise and vibration effects that will occur during operations. 
The soundwall design at at-grade crossings was refined to bring the edge of the soundwall to 
the pedestrian crossing in order to minimize the gap in the soundwall and increase noise 
reduction benefits for adjacent sensitive receivers. Regarding soundwall heights, maximum 
heights considered in the Draft EIS/EIR were 4 feet for soundwalls on the aerial structure 
and 8 feet for soundwalls at-grade. The maximum soundwalls heights considered for the LPA 
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are 12 feet on the aerial structure and 16 feet at-grade. Mitigation Measures NOI-1 
(Soundwalls) through NOI-5 (Freight Track Relocation Soundwalls) will be implemented to 
reduce operational noise levels to the extent feasible.  

Mitigation Measure NOI-1 (Soundwalls) and NOI-5 (Freight Track Relocation Soundwalls) 
work by blocking the direct path of noise from the noise source, such as the LRT, to the 
sensitive receptor. Standard non-absorptive soundwalls are capable of reducing noise levels 
up to 12 dB at sensitive receptors. The height and length of the soundwall is dependent on 
the relative location and height of the source and sensitive receptor. 

Mitigation Measure NOI-2 (Low Impact Frogs) will eliminate the “clickety-clack” noise 
associated with the crossovers which, as part of the noise model, results in a +5 dB addition 
to affected receptors. The mitigation will reduce the overall LRT noise level by 5 dB at 
receptors affected by crossovers. 

Mitigation Measure NOI-3 (Wheel Squeal Noise Monitoring) will require noise monitoring to 
occur prior to the start of revenue operations to determine if wheel squeal is occurring at 
curves with the potential for wheel squeal. If wheel squeal is identified, then wayside 
lubricators shall be installed to lubricate the wheels and eliminate wheel squeal. The +10 dB 
addition at affected receptors will then be removed by the mitigation and the overall LRT 
noise level will be reduced by 10 dB at affected curves.  

Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) and NOI-5 (Gate-
Down-Bell-Stop Variance) were recommended to further reduce noise at grade crossings 
within the Draft EIS/EIR, but reductions were not accounted for in the analysis due to the 
requirement for California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) approval. Subsequent to the 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro coordinated with CPUC regarding these mitigation 
measures. Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measures NOI-4 and NOI-5 
have been incorporated as Project Measures NOI PM-1 and NOI PM-2, respectively), and 
their associated noise reductions are included in the Final EIS/EIR in Section 4.7 based on 
Metro experience implementing these measures on other projects and coordination with 
CPUC subsequent to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Crossing signal bell shrouds partially 
enclose the crossing signal bells at at-grade crossings. The bell shrouds direct crossing signal 
noise toward the at-grade crossing and away from sensitive receptors located adjacent to the 
crossing. A Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance will allow Metro to stop crossing signal bell 
ringing once the crossing gates have completely lowered. This reduces the duration of 
crossing signal ringing and reduces the overall noise exposure generated by the bells.  

Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-4 (TPSS Noise Reduction) requires implementation 
of noise reduction measures at TPSS sites that were identified to exceed FTA noise impact 
criteria (this measure was referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-6 in the Draft EIS/EIR). 
This mitigation measure requires Metro to reduce TPSS noise to a level below the FTA noise 
impact criteria. Available noise reduction measures include orienting cooling fans and 
HVAC equipment away from sensitive receptors, using quieter cooling fans or HVAC 
equipment, installing an enclosure around the TPSS unit, installing baffles, or providing 
sound insulation of the TPSS unit enclosure.  

Although mitigation measures will be implemented to reduce noise levels to the maximum 
extent feasible where noise impacts were identified, residual impacts will remain at sensitive 
receptors, as identified in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 
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Overall, the refinements in noise modeling, including implementation of Project Measures 
NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop-Variance) and 
refinements of the soundwall heights and locations, have reduced the number of residual 
impacts compared to the residual impacts for Alternative 3 presented in the Draft EIS/EIR 
from 101 moderate impacts to 31 moderate impacts and 59 severe impacts to 4 severe 
impacts for LRT noise without the design option. The Locally Preferred Alternative with the 
design option will result in 33 moderate impacts and 2 severe impacts remaining after 
mitigation. Regarding the sensitive uses affected by the combination of LRT noise with 
freight noise, the number of residual impacts compared to Alternative 3 will be reduced from 
37 moderate impacts to 31 moderate impacts and 11 severe impacts to 1 severe impact. 

2.16 CR-NOI-2: Construction Noise 

2.16.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the construction noise analysis. 

2.16.2 Response 

The construction noise analysis was provided in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). Construction 
activities will generate noise that may exceed the Federal Transit Administration noise 
criteria. Noise and vibration mitigation measures are identified in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan) requires the 
preparation of a Noise Control Plan that will be implemented during construction to reduce 
construction noise impacts to the extent feasible (this measure was referred to as NOI-8 in 
the Draft EIS/EIR). Construction noise levels will be temporary disruptions and are not 
anticipated to reach noise levels that will inhibit use of community facilities and residential 
properties. As part of Mitigation Measure NOI-6, the construction contractor will conduct 
noise monitoring to ensure compliance with contract noise limits to limit excessive 
construction noise. Metro and the construction contractor are contractually required to 
implement these measures. 

2.17 CR-SAF-1: Security Features 

2.17.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to security and crime prevention along and surrounding the project 
alignment and at stations. 

2.17.2 Response 

Metro implements security features on its bus and rail system, including closed-circuit 
television (CCTV) cameras, emergency call boxes, fully lighted station stops, and bicycle 
parking. These features, which are on trains and buses or at the rail stations and associated 
transit parking are designed to offer security and a sense of personal well-being for patrons 
and passengers. 

Safety and security at project stations will be consistent with the approaches used throughout 
the Metro system. The Project will be designed to include security features such as lighting, 
surveillance, CCTV, access control, and emergency call boxes to reduce the potential for 
crime. In addition, stations will be consistent with Metro’s Systemwide Station Design 
Standards, which includes guidance on safety and security elements. 



2 Common Responses 

 

 West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

2-16 | March 2024 Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Responses to CommentsReceived on the Draft EIS/EIR 

In addition, Metro will conduct a Threat and Vulnerability Assessment (TVA) as design 
advances. The TVA will follow Federal Transit Administration guidelines and Metro 
protocols or equivalent, such as the Metro Rail Design Criteria and Metro Fire/Life Design 
Criteria. The TVA process will give a more refined and detailed analysis of the security 
environment; identify potential domestic and international security threats, and potential 
vulnerabilities and shortcomings in the transit system; and make recommendations to 
reduce identified vulnerabilities to acceptable levels. The TVA analysis of crime prevention 
and security issues will focus on the potential for violent crimes, property theft, fare evasion, 
vandalism, quality of life offenses (e.g., disorderly conduct, littering, excessive noise, and 
loitering), and terrorist attacks. 

2.18 CR-SAF-2: Homeless Outreach 

2.18.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to homelessness on the Metro system. 

2.18.2 Response 

Metro’s Board and Chief Executive Officer have prioritized addressing homelessness on 
transit through a holistic approach, putting human-centered, trauma-informed care at the 
core. Metro outreach workers serve Metro riders daily through outreach and engagement. 
They are specially trained staff who directly address the needs of Metro riders by offering 
connections to services and housing. The outreach teams provide resources, including 
addiction, mental health, and social services, at many rail and bus stations and will expand 
that work for any new transit services Metro has in operation.  

Metro continues to work in coordination with partners from local authorities to address 
issues affecting the transit system and will continue to seek housing and services for persons 
experiencing homelessness during operation of the Project. 

Metro will dedicate resources to address homelessness on the transit system and is working 
with the County and the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority to bring more outreach 
and resources to Metro stations. 

2.19 CR-SAF-3: Law Enforcement  

2.19.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to security patrols and enforcement. 

2.19.2 Response 

Metro’s multi-layered safety and security model includes law enforcement contract services, 
private security contract services, and Metro Transit Security. They work in tandem to secure 
Metro’s trains, buses, stations, platforms, and other Metro properties. Metro’s law 
enforcement partners address criminal acts on the system and, as part of their contractual 
key performance indicators, are to provide prompt response to calls for service. Private 
security contract services provide infrastructure protection of Metro properties, such as 
stations, and are an augmented force to aid in special events. Metro Transit Security 
performs Code of Conduct enforcement, such as fare compliance, and responds to Transit 
Watch App reports submitted by riders. This layered model allows for the effective 
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deployment and coordination of safety and security resources across the system and will be 
implemented for the Project and any future expansion of the Metro system. 

 

Metro is currently expanding additional safety initiatives 

• Upgrading closed-circuit television (CCTV) 
• Installing emergency blue light call boxes 
• Implementing the Metro Transit Watch App 
• Increasing the number of Transit Security Officers  
• Increasing the number of Homeless Engagement and Crisis Intervention 

Teams  

2.20 CR-SAF-4: Safe Operations 

2.20.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments related to motorist, pedestrian, and bicyclist safety. 

2.20.2 Response 

The design of the Project incorporates safety features for pedestrians and bicyclists along the 
alignment, at station locations, at designated crossings, and at parking facilities. The Project 
will be operated in accordance with Metro system safety plans, policies, and procedures and 
will provide for the safety of those riding within the light rail vehicles (LRV) and for 
pedestrians and bicyclists along the guideway and at stations. 

As indicated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2, under the subheading “Motorist, Pedestrian, and 
Bicyclist Safety” of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIS/EIR), the potential for impacts to motorists, pedestrians, and/or bicyclists will be 
minimized because the Project will follow the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
standards, observe all applicable traffic laws, implement and follow California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) and local safety requirements, and incorporate design features such as 
signs and markings, flashing light signals, gates and traffic-control signals, pathway grade 
crossings, illumination, and safety barriers. There will be no adverse effects related to 
motorist safety and collisions, and mitigation measures are not required. 
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The Project will follow Metro’s latest Rail Operating Rulebook and CPUC regulations, which 
allow LRV operators to use audible warning devices to alert pedestrians and bicyclists that an 
LRV is approaching. Pedestrian and bicycle traffic control and channelization techniques 
(e.g., crossing gates and right-of-way barriers) will be used to direct pedestrian and bicycle 
movements at grade crossings and to encourage the use of designated crossings. Signage will 
be posted at these locations to provide safety information and awareness. The Project will 
comply with applicable regulations and the Metro Rail Design Criteria or equivalent. In 
addition, a Preliminary Hazards Assessment and a Threat and Vulnerability Assessment will 
be prepared as design of the Project advances to verify hazards and features for enhanced 
pedestrian and bicyclist safety, such as pavement markings and signs. The analysis will verify 
illumination levels and sight distance improvements, as necessary. Table 4.18.2 in Section 
4.18.3.2 of Chapter 4, under the subheading “Motorist, Pedestrian, and Bicyclist Safety” of 
the Draft EIS/EIR, provides a qualitative evaluation of safety and security conditions for 
pedestrians and bicyclists along the alignment and at stations. Table 4.18.3 in the same 
section provides a qualitative assessment of safety and security conditions for pedestrians and 
bicyclists at each proposed parking facility. 

2.21 CR-EJ-1: Environmental Justice Communities 

2.21.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the approach and guidance used for the Environmental Justice (EJ) 
analysis and the identification of EJ communities. 

2.21.2 Response 

The EJ analysis follows Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Circular 4703.1, U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) Order 5610.2C, and the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) Environmental Justice Guidance under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) when considering an EJ community and the analysis approach. USDOT Order 
5610.2C and subsequent guidance was used to define minority populations and low-income 
populations. Based on USDOT Order 5610.2C, FTA Circular 4703.1, and subsequent 
guidance, it was determined that each community along the project corridor meets the 
criteria to be considered an EJ community.  

As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.22.1.2 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), for purposes of the EJ analysis, the EJ Affected Area 
is defined as the U.S. Census block groups that are located within or intersect the area within 
0.25 mile of the alignments, parking facilities, and maintenance and storage facility site 
options, and within 0.5 mile of stations. As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.22.3.2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR and in greater detail in Section 5.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Environmental Justice Impact Analysis Report (Appendix FF of the Draft 
EIS/EIR), the EJ analysis recognizes that all of the affected jurisdictions are considered EJ 
communities with EJ populations, and the EJ Affected Area encompasses predominately EJ 
communities. Non-EJ communities were not identified within the project corridor and EJ 
Affected Area.  

To avoid an oversimplification that adverse effects will occur throughout the EJ communities 
equally and adverse effects will not be disproportionately high and adverse, the EJ analysis 
took an extra step to evaluate if EJ communities with a higher EJ population compared to a 
less dense EJ population will be disproportionately affected. This was done by evaluating EJ 
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population distribution within the EJ Affected Area and determining which communities had 
high concentrations of EJ populations with comparable low concentrations. The EJ analysis 
also considered the location and distribution of adverse effects through the project corridor. 

The analysis also compared the Project to similar Metro light rail transit projects in Los 
Angeles County, involving both EJ communities and non-EJ communities. The review 
concluded that both community types received comparable attention regarding adverse 
effects and mitigation. The review confirmed that the Project will address and mitigate 
adverse effects in a similar manner as other similar Metro light rail projects in both EJ and 
non-EJ communities. Design of the alignment and stations will be consistent with Metro Rail 
Design Criteria and Metro's Systemwide Design Standards which are uniformly applied 
across all Metro lines. 

With this approach, it is not necessary to identify the entire corridor as an “EJ corridor” as 
adverse effects were adequately analyzed to show that a disproportionately high and adverse 
effect on EJ communities will not occur. Identifying an EJ corridor does not follow FTA 
Circular 4703.1, USDOT Order 5610.2C, and the CEQ Environmental Justice Guidance 
under NEPA. 

2.22 CR-EJ-2: Little Tokyo 

2.22.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments requesting the identification of Little Tokyo as an Environmental Justice 
community. 

2.22.2 Response 

The City of Los Angeles maintains 35 Community Plans, one for each of its Community Plan 
Areas. Within the Community Plan Areas are several smaller neighborhoods totaling over 
100 recognized City of Los Angeles neighborhoods. The Central City Community Plan Area 
is composed of nine districts/neighborhoods: Civic Center, Bunker Hill, Financial Core, 
Convention Center/Arena, South Park, Center City/Historic Core, Little Tokyo, Central City 
East, and South Market. The Little Tokyo community is listed in the detailed description of 
the Central City Community in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Communities and Neighborhoods Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix G to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 
[EIS/EIR]). As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.22.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Central City 
Community is identified as an Environmental Justice community, which includes the Little 
Tokyo community. The Locally Preferred Alternative’s northern terminus will be at the 
Slauson/A Line Station, which is located approximately 4 miles south of Little Tokyo.  

2.23 CR-FIN-1: Funding 

2.23.1 Summary of Comments 

Comments regarding the Measure M Ordinance 3 percent match. 

2.23.2 Response 

The Measure M Ordinance requires local jurisdictions to contribute 3 percent of the cost of 
major rail transit capital projects. Metro’s implementation of this requirement is guided by 
the Ordinance, Board-approved Measure M Guidelines, and Administrative Procedures. The 
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3 percent local contribution is separate from the National Environmental Policy 
Act/California Environmental Quality Act process, and Metro is working with all 
jurisdictions along the project corridor to come to an agreement on how the contribution will 
be met. Metro has discussed the 3 percent match with various cities during meetings held 
throughout 2022. In August 2022 and September 2023, the Metro Board approved the release 
of revised Measure M 3 percent Local Contribution Guidelines. The revisions changed the 
method of allocating the 3 percent cost among cities. Previously, the allocation was based on 
the number of stations within a city, using a 0.5-mile distance around each station. With the 
revisions, the allocation will be based on the number of centerline track miles within a 
jurisdiction, limiting the contribution to the area immediately surrounding the light rail 
transit tracks. The revisions do not otherwise exempt any jurisdictions from the requirement 
(e.g., those with Equity Focus Communities are not exempt), nor do they provide for payment 
timeframe extensions that are guided by Metro’s administrative procedures. 

In February 2023, Metro staff presented further revision that the substantive changes 
resulting from this action, including expanding credit for first/last mile improvements and 
excluding first/last mile costs from the “total project cost.” These changes will result in a 
financial benefit and increased flexibility for jurisdictions with a 3 percent contribution, 
including some with Equity Focus Communities. The remainder of the revisions to the 
Guidelines clarify existing practices and enhance consistency of current policy with the 
Measure M Ordinance and, therefore, have no impact on equity opportunities.  

The 3 percent local contribution is one of the financial resources supporting Metro’s major 
rail transit projects program in the Measure M Expenditure Plan. The funding sources 
available to jurisdictions to satisfy the contribution are detailed in Metro’s Measure M 
Guidelines. Metro is also looking at funding opportunities from state funding sources. The 3 
percent contribution will be based on 30 percent design, which will include escalation in cost 
from the current estimate, which is based on approximately 15 percent design. Metro staff 
will also work with cities on first/last mile improvements that may count toward the 
contribution.
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3 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

INDEX OF COMMENT SUBMISSIONS

Federal Agencies

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - FA-3
• U.S. Department of the Interior - FA-1
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - FA-2

State Agencies

• California Department of Transportation - SA-3
• California Highway Patrol - SA-1
• California Public Utilities Commission - SA-2

Regional Agencies

• Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority - RA-4
• Gateway Cities Council of Government - RA-2
• Long Beach Transit - RA-13
• Los Angeles County CEO’s Office - RA-12
• Los Angeles County Department of Public Works - RA-8
• Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning - RA-5
• Los Angeles Department of Transportation & Los Angeles Department of City

Planning - RA-6
• Los Angeles Metro Service Planning - RA-11
• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California - RA-1
• Orange County Transportation Authority - RA-7
• Port of Long Beach - RA-9
• Port of Los Angeles - RA-10
• South Coast Air Quality Management District - RA-3

Elected Officials

• 14th Council District - EO-3

• 40th Congressional District - EO-1

• 44th Congressional District - EO-2

Corridor Cities

• City of Artesia - CC-3
• City of Bell - CC-11
• City of Bellflower - CC-6
• City of Bell Gardens - CC-7
• City of Cerritos - CC-8
• City of Cudahy - CC-1
• City of Downey - CC-4
• City of Huntington Park - CC-10 
• City of Maywood - CC-9
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• City of Paramount - CC-12 

• City of Paramount - CC-2 

• City of South Gate - CC-5 

School Districts 

• Cerritos Community College District - SD-1 

• Paramount Unified School District - SD-2 

Businesses 

• Casa Contreras Furniture - B-1 
• Casa Contreras Furniture - B-3 

• Cherry Land Company New, LLC - B-7 

• CoreSite - B-8 

• Dante Valve Company - B-4 
• Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of Commerce - B-15 

• Jamba Juice - B-12 

• Long Beach Ave. Lofts - B-2 

• Modern Development Corporation - B-9 

• Neufeld Marks - B-10 
• Onyx Beauty Salon - B-13 

• Union Pacific Railroad - B-14 

• World Energy - B-5 

• World Energy - B-11 

• Yamasa Enterprises - B-6 

Organizations 

• Communities for a Better Environment - CO-8 
• First 5 LA - CO-12 

• Japanese American Cultural & Community Center - CO-6 

• Little Tokyo Community Council - CO-13 

• Los Angeles Streetcar, INC. - CO-5 
• Metro Community Advisory Council - CO-3 

• Mura Community Association - CO-11 

• Para Los Niños - CO-4 

• Santa Rosa de Cima Congregation - CO-10 

• South Park Neighborhood Committee - CO-1 
• Tokyo Villa HOA - CO-7 

• Trust for Public Land - CO-9 

• Unite Here Local 11 - CO-2 

Improvement Districts and Joint Powers Authorities 

• Central City Association - ID-2 

• Eco-Rapid Transit - JPA-1 

• Eco-Rapid Transit Joint Powers Authority, Downtown Industrial District Business 
Improvement District - JPA-2 



 3 Comments and Responses 

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Responses to Comments Received on the Draft EIS/EIR March 2024 | 3-3 

• Eco-Rapid Transit, Downtown Industrial District Business Improvement District, & 
Arts District LA - JPA-3 

• Little Tokyo Business Association - ID-3 
• Los Angeles Downtown Industrial Business Improvement District - ID-1 

• Los Angeles River Artists & Business Association and Arts District Community 
Council - ID-4 

• South Park Business Improvement District - ID-5 

Individuals 

• Acero, Renee - I-19 

• Adame, Maricela - I-349 

• Adelman, Charles A. - I-167 
• Aguilar, Frances - I-202 

• Alarcon, Dora O. - I-249 

• Alarcon, Rene - I-247 

• Alcivar, Betsy - I-208 
• Alejandre, Merli - I-265 

• Allen - I-66 

• Alvarado, Reed - I-153 

• Alvarez, Eduardo - I-27 

• Amador, Kevin - I-194 
• Ancewicz, Joseph - I-31 

• Anderson, Mario - I-67 

• Anderson, Mario - I-197 

• Andert, Nick - I-52 
• Anonymous - I-9 

• Anonymous - I-12 

• Anonymous - I-83 

• Anonymous - I-99 
• Anonymous - I-127 

• Anonymous - I-178 

• Anonymous - I-179 

• Anonymous - I-228 

• Anonymous - I-337 
• Anonymous - I-363 

• Aqil, Faraz - I-129 

• Arellano, William - I-116 

• Arseneault, Doug - I-317 
• Arvizu, Galilea - I-117 

• Arvizu, Mirna - I-113 

• Arvizu, Mirna - I-224 

• Ashton, Tammy - I-5 
• Austin- I-81 

• Avila, Ezequiel - I-351 

• Baltazar, Hilda - I-263 

• Bannai, Kathryn - I-165 
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• Barahona, Oscar Armando - I-266 

• Barajas, Cecilia- I-88 
• Barajas, Zolia - I-308 

• Barragan, Iván - I-151 

• Barrios, Josue - I-166 

• Bautista, Jose Alfredo - I-261 
• Bautista, Martina - I-255 

• Bautista, Martina - I-260 

• Becerra, Fred - I-64 

• Beltran, Laura T. - I-256 
• Bercerra, Fred - I-341 

• Bernstein, Mike - I-79 

• Bonilla, Jose - I-271 

• Bourne, Richard - I-176 

• Calazo, Alex - 1-374 
• Campos, George - I-342 

• Canales, Nora - I-207 

• Carlisle, Kathryn - I-193 

• Carreon, Hector - I-73 
• Carreon, Hector - I-74 

• Carrera, Chris - I-22 

• Castellanos, Santa - I-237 

• Castellon, Maria C.- I-242 
• Castillo, Eric - I-325 

• Castillo, Eric - I-339 

• Ceja, Jesus - I-287 

• Ceja, Jose - I-286 
• Ceja, Lizzette - I-281 

• Ceja, Salvador - I-285 

• Chang, Catherine - I-29 

• Chen, Irwin - I-78 

• Cheryl - I-307 
• Chet, TC - I-174 

• Choi, Jungeun - I-61 

• Chris - I-76 

• Cohen, Chase - I-6 
• Cohen, Chase - I-131 

• Colocho, Ingrid - I-11 

• Conecia, Deborah - I-358 

• Correa, Ivonne - I-276 
• Cortez, Danilo - I-241 

• Cortez, Laura - I-323 

• Crandell, John - I-20 

• Crandell, John - I-138 

• Cutter, Felicia - I-377 
• David - I-82 
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• Dawson, Kenyon - I-219 

• De La Cruz, Bryant - I-65 
• de Loera, Elsa - I-232 

• Denial, Eric - I-295 

• Dennis Alabaso, Jose - I-106 

• Dolmuz, Coralia - I-270 
• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-90 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-294 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-306 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-310 
• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-312 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-319 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-320 

• Dominguez, Mario Jr.- I-345 

• Donis, Cindy - I-292 
• Dowla Khan, Sameer ud - I-199 

• Drake, Aaron - I-94 

• E Mesa, Maria - I-238 

• Echecerria, Jorge - I-206 
• Edward, Antonio - I-145 

• Elba - I-293 

• Elie, Jonathan - I-39 

• Elming, Stefan - I-152 
• Elming, Yasmin - I-126 

• Elnashai, Shadie - I-32 

• Enkhorn, Pete - I-71 

• Escobar, Ileana - I-122 
• Escobar, Jose - I-192 

• Escobedo, Martha - I-348 

• Espinoza, Susana - I-360 

• Estrada, Jesús - I-163 

• Faruqi, Adam - I-28 
• Faruqi, Adam - I-87 

• Felix, Harlan - I-68 

• Fello, Ericson - I-137 

• Fenn, David - I-38 
• Fenn, David - I-316 

• Fenn, David - I-318 

• Ferrell, David - I-30 

• Fields, Jonathan - I-214 
• Flores, Guillermo - I-4 

• Forgiarini, Joseph - I-378 

• Frampton, Robert - I-301 

• Francis-Smith, Theresa - I-171 

• Fuentes Ochoa, Marvin M.- I-278 
• Fujita, James - I-123 
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• Fukuhara, Jan - I-327 

• Fung, Hank - I-164 
• Gallardo, Anita Q.- I-240 

• Gallardo, Fidencio J.- I-264 

• Gandara, Edward - I-280 

• Gandara, Linnette - I-282 
• Garcia, Alonzo - I-102 

• Garcia, Deborah - I-362 

• Garcia, Emanuel - I-279 

• Gareca, Alma - I-234 
• Gomez, Mariana - I-250 

• Gonzales, Vienna - I-185 

• Gonzalez, Carmen - I-335 

• Gonzalez, Edith - I-210 

• Gonzalez, Maggy - I-213 
• Gonzalez, Rene - I-302 

• Gross, Spencer - I-95 

• Grossman, Marlene - I-175 

• Guevara, Roberto - I-21 
• Guzman, L.- I-205 

• H, K - I-60 

• Han, Kathryn - I-14 

• Han, Lara - I-50 
• Han, Sung Soo - I-48 

• Han, Sung Soo - I-49 

• Hernandez, Erik - I-100 

• Hernandez, Hilda - I-267 
• Hernandez, Lilibeth Quiroz - I-372 

• Hernandez, Ophelia - I-235 

• Hernandez, Ophelia - I-236 

• Hernandez, Oscar - I-364 

• Hernandez, Socorro - I-375 
• Hom, Danny - I-328 

• Hom, Danny - I-379 

• Huang, Judy - I-16 

• Huang, Judy - I-40 
• Huerta, Julio - I-273 

• I., Fabiola - I-186 

• Ikegami, Cheryl - I-158 

• Ikegami, David - I-168 
• Ikegami, David - I-297 

• Ikegami, David - I-333 

• Ikegami, Garrett - I-162 

• Irepan, Anthony - I-218 

• Izumihara, Kyle - I-3 
• Izumihara, Kyle - I-80 
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• Izumihara, Kyle - I-107 

• Jackson, Kim - I-376 
• Jacquez, Israel - I-150 

• Jan - I-303 

• Jaquez, Yuridia - I-248 

• Jauregui, Maria - I-257 
• Jauregui, Vanessa - I-251 

• Jenkins, Kyle - I-46 

• Jerge, Tom - I-136 

• Johnson, Daniel - I-114 
• Johnson, Daniel - I-227 

• Johnston, Mark R. - I-196 

• Jones, Damon - I-139 

• Jun, Eun - I-59 

• Juniel, Christopher - I-85 
• Junuh - I-89 

• Karger, Clara - I-347 

• Katz, Isaac - I-135 

• Kawaratani, Yukio - I-144 
• Kimura, Andie - I-173 

• Kitahara, Sug - I-169 

• Koppenjan, Joshua - I-103 

• Korinke, Scott - I-170 
• Kurkowski, Daren - I-332 

• L., Bryon - I-96 

• La, Toy - I-290 

• Lansing, Steven - I-141 
• LaValley, Tracy - I-42 

• Law, Jason - I-41 

• Lawrence, Ian - I-35 

• Leach, Bruce - I-109 

• Lee, Thomas - I-18 
• Lemus, Delfino - I-45 

• Leon, Alejandra - I-204 

• Leyva, Irma - I-370 

• Linder, Adam G. - I-53 
• Linder, Heidi - I-77 

• Lock, Connor - I-104 

• Lopez, David - I-23 

• Lopez, Javier - I-262 
• Lopez, Maria - I-215 

• Luke, Jacqueline - I-2 

• Luke, Jacqueline - I-189 

• Luke, Rachel - I-105 

• Luna, Ernesto - I-112 
• Luther, Joseph - I-55 
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• Lynch, Austin - I-24 

• M., Eric - I-63 
• Ma, Victoria - I-172 

• Macias, Angel - I-225 

• MacLean, Alberto - I-86 

• Magana, Nayeli - I-222 
• Malone, John - I-7 

• Margulieux, Richard - I-75 

• Martinez, Arturo - I-56 

• Martinez, Bertha - I-357 
• Martinez, Olga - I-356 

• Martinez, Rosa - I-355 

• Martinez, Veronica - I-254 

• Mayorquin, Aurora - I-226 

• McKenzie, Esteban - I-124 
• Medina, James - I-57 

• Medina, Nora - I-283 

• Melendez, Rosemarie - I-243 

• Melgoza, Alexandra - I-359 
• Mendoza, Ana & Jose - I-274 

• Mendoza, Delia J.- I-258 

• Mendoza, Jose - I-275 

• Meredith, Sean - I-34 
• Mesa, Luis - I-203 

• Meza, Griselda - I-353 

• Michael - I-289 

• Michalowski, Patria - I-321 
• Michel, Jesus - I-54 

• Miller, Bradly Jene - I-324 

• Ming, Howard - I-160 

• Ming, Howard - I-314 

• Minnema, Megan - I-93 
• Mirabal, George - I-70 

• Mireles, Nicholas J. - I-156 

• Miron, Gabriela - I-352 

• Mishrek, R. - I-198 
• Mitchell, Donald L. R. - I-69 

• Montalvo, Christina - I-365 

• Mora, Ana - I-217 

• Moraz, Andrea - I-344 
• Mraz, Andrea - I-43 

• Munoz, Juan - I-201 

• Murray, Alexander - I-44 

• Nakamura, Lynn - I-147 

• Natian, Allen - I-119 
• Navarro, Juana - I-239 



 3 Comments and Responses 

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Responses to Comments Received on the Draft EIS/EIR March 2024 | 3-9 

• Nomura, Marilyn - I-288 

• Noriega, Rogelio - I-111 
• O., Linda - I-108 

• Ocampo, Carmen - I-354 

• Ocampo, Jen - I-188 

• Okamoto, Masao - I-380 
• Okazaki, James I-190 

• Okazaki, James - I-305 

• Okazaki, James - I-336 

• Okazaki, James - I-343 
• Okazaki, James - I-346 

• Oliver, Art - I-1 

• Oliver, Darrin - I-311 

• Olmos Ruiz, Jose - I-277 

• Ong, Jonathan - I-191 
• Ortiz, Lupe - I-195 

• Osborne, Tom - I-296 

• Ozorio, Juan - I-211 

• Pacheco, Macaria - I-367 
• Pack, Ben - I-120 

• Parsonson, Linda - I-291 

• Partida, Maria - I-369 

• Paz, Maria A. - I-361 
• Pearson, Matthew - I-155 

• Pearson, Matthew - I-299 

• Perez, Digna - I-259 

• Perez, Sandra - I-149 
• Phillips, Jerimiah - I-98 

• Pichardo, Cira - I-229 

• Pineda, Carlos - I-209 

• Poineau, Daniel - I-92 

• Powell, Derek - I-33 
• Provencio, Philip - I-84 

• Pumaren, Jay - I-25 

• R Valenzuela, Eva - I-231 

• Ramirez, Jesse - I-110 
• Reynolds, Irene - I-200 

• Reynolds, Mitchell - I-51 

• Rico, Silvia - I-253 

• Rico, Silvia - I-330 
• Rico, Silvia - I-334 

• Rifkin, Alan - I-298 

• Rivera, Felicitas - I-368 

• Robledo, Ana - I-101 

• Robles, Maria - I-246 
• Rodriguez, Alyssa - I-315 
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• Romero, Arelia - I-233 

• Romero, Denise - I-132 
• Romero, Denise - I-140 

• Rosas, Ana L. - I-245 

• Rosas, Maria Elena - I-371 

• Rubio, Gemma - I-350 
• Ruiz Acuna, Alan - I-37 

• Sadeghy, Campbell - I-121 

• Sahli, Joseph - I-148 

• Salazar, Heather - I-8 
• Saldivar, Rey - I-177 

• Salimian, Andrew - I-115 

• Salumbides, Veronica - I-13 

• Samooha, Kamran - I-47 

• Sanchez, Alex - I-26 
• Sankey, Kathleen - I-331 

• Santana, Manuel - I-220 

• Scheidegger, Daniel - I-17 

• Servino, James - I-10 
• Servino, James - I-142 

• Shaffer, David - I-182 

• Sodders, Steven - I-146 

• Solis, Gonzalo - I-133 
• Soto, Rafael - I-304 

• Spencer, Connor - I-72 

• Spitzak, Bill - I-15 

• Stewart, Julia - I-309 
• Su, Jordan - I-130 

• Sunoo, Grant - I-322 

• Tavarez, Connie - I-97 

• Thompson, Jennie - I-284 

• Thornton, Benita - I-313 
• Uyeda, James - I-159 

• V., Darren - I-62 

• Valencia, Lilia - I-244 

• Valle, Roxana - I-252 
• Vallejo, Rodolfo - I-272 

• Vasudevan, Anant - I-58 

• Vazquez, Diego - I-91 

• Vazquez, Eric - I-118 
• Vazquez, Jose - I-230 

• Vazquez, Lucy - I-366 

• Vazquez-Gutierrez, Perla - I-329 

• Vazquez-Gutierrez, Perla G. - I-212 

• Vega, Arnold - I-128 
• Vega, Kxana - I-221 
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• Vege, Hugo - I-223 

• Venegas, Genoveva - I-269 
• Walker, Isaac - I-373 

• Wehner, Matthew - I-143 

• Wilmovsky, Albert - I-154 

• Wilmovsky, Albert Fred - I-326 
• Wilmovsky, Albert Fred - I-338 

• Wilmovsky, Albert Fred - I-340 

• Wong, Kenneth - I-36 

• Wright, Gerard - I-300 
• Y., Helen - I-180 

• Yamamoto, Geoffrey - I-183 

• Yang, Bomey - I-125 

• Yen, Janice - I-157 

• Zandoval, Adolfo - I-268 
• Zaragoza, Frank - I-187 

• Zaragoza, Leticia - I-184 

• Zarate, Natali G.- I-216 

• Zepko, Tom - I-181 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (Federal Agency) 

US Army Corps of Engineers – FA-3 

Comment ID Response 

FA-3-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.  

FA-3-2 Regarding the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) jurisdiction over waters of the 
United States, clarification that the Project will require authorization from the Corps per 
Section 404 permit has been added under Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, 
under the subheading “Federal.”  

Discussion was added regarding the alteration and discharge of fill material into the Los 
Angeles River, Rio Hondo Channel, and San Gabriel River, and general project impacts within 
the Corps’ channels in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.6 and Section 4.19.3.11 under the subheading 
“U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Facilities” of the Final EIS/EIR. Also, discussion of project 
impacts on the Corps facilities was added in Section 5.6 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix T of the Draft 
EIS/EIR). 

Discussion of project impacts at river crossings was previously included in Chapter 4, Section 
4.11.3.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the subheading “Floodplains.” As stated in this section, 
the Project would cross three flood control channels, with new permanent structures located 
within each channel. As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.11 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the 
subheading “Floodplains,” construction activities would also result in dredged and fill 
materials being placed within the channels. The Final EIS/EIR includes a focused discussion 
on effects to Corps’ facilities in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.6. 

The discussion of Corps authorization per Section 408 permit is included in Chapter 4, Section 
4.11.1.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the subheading “Federal.” Section 404 and 408 permit 
requirements are also discussed in Section 3.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report. 

FA-3-3 The request by the Corps to serve as a cooperating agency has been noted in Chapter 7, 
Sections 7.2.2 and 7.8.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
acknowledged the Corps as a cooperating agency in a letter dated October 31, 2021. This 
correspondence is included in Appendix G of the Final EIS/EIR. 

FA-3-4 Metro and FTA coordinated with the Corps during preparation of the Final EIS/EIR. 
Coordination included providing draft documents, including sections and technical reports, to 
the Corps for review. Comments from the Corps were addressed accordingly and are reflected 
in the Final EIS/EIR. Review durations were coordinated with the Corps. 

Metro and FTA will continue to coordinate with the Corps in support of the Section 404 and 
Section 408 permits and review processes. 
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FA-3-5 FTA and Metro have coordinated with the Corps for the review of information and 
environmental analysis in the areas where the Corps has special expertise. Additionally, Metro 
and FTA coordinated with the Corps in support of Section 106 and consulted with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).  

As discussed in Chapter 7, Section 7.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, on September 12, 2018, a 
meeting was held with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to evaluate the Special 
Status Species list. The USFWS agreed with the findings in the species list and did not express 
concerns with the project alignment; therefore, additional Section 7 consultation is not 
necessary. 

FA-3-6 As discussed in Chapter 7, Section 7.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, on September 12, 2018, a 
meeting was held with the USFWS to evaluate the Special Status Species list. The USFWS 
agreed with the findings in the species list and did not express concerns with the project 
alignment; therefore, additional Section 7 consultation is not necessary. 

In support of Section 106 consultation, FTA and Metro informed the SHPO that the FTA’s 
consultations are inclusive of the Corps’ federal actions/undertakings and are being carried 
out by the FTA on behalf of the Corps. This information was included in letters and reports 
submitted to SHPO for review. Correspondence with SHPO is included in Appendix J of the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2, 
Appendix B of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report, and Appendix G of the Final EIS/EIR.  

FA-3-7 In recognition of the Corps’ cooperating agency status, Metro provided the Corps with copies 
of documents developed to support Section 106 and Section 7 compliance. Metro also will 
provide the Corps with documentation of Section 7 ESA and Section 106 NHPA compliance as 
part of permit applications. 

FA-3-8 No existing piers or embankment walls will be replaced. Text has been added to Chapter 4, 
Section 4.11.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR and to Section 5.3.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report. 

The addition of new piers is discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The 
new piers will be oriented parallel with the direction of flow within the channel to minimize 
impacts and maintain design flows.  

Detailed hydraulic analysis for each river crossing is provided as appendices to the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report. This analysis is 
based on the present conceptual design of the alternatives. As the final design progresses, if 
the existing piers and embankment walls are to be replaced, Metro will consider these 
recommendations and incorporate these where feasible. 

FA-3-9 Hydraulic analysis is presented as appendices to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report. As stated in Section 6 of each of these 
appendices, the basis of the river analysis is the existing Corps Hydrologic Engineering 
Center’s River Analysis System (HEC-RAS) model (version 4.1.0), which is a one-dimensional 
hydraulic model provided by the Corps in 2017. Each model was adopted without 
modifications for the purpose of the study. With regard to the application of debris factors, 
these models are not in compliance with the Corps Los Angeles District Hydrology & 
Hydraulics (SPL-HH) policy. Metro will incorporate the Corps SPL-HH policy titled “Debris 
Loading on Bridges and Culverts” into future hydraulic analysis performed as the design 
progresses. 

FA-3-10 The suggested revisions have been incorporated in Table 2.11 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

FA-3-11 The suggested revision has been incorporated in Table 2.11 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

FA-11



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Federal Agency)  

Comment ID Response

FA-3-12 The suggested revisions have been incorporated in Table 2.11 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

FA-3-13 The Final EIS/EIR has been revised to identify the Section 408 action and relevant project
effects. A subsection has been added in Chapters 3 and 4 for each topic to summarize the 
evaluation of effects to Corps’ facilities.

FA-3-14  Table 4.0.1 in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to note that the extent of 
analysis for operational impacts is 350 feet per the FTA screening distance and 500 feet for
construction.

FA-3-15 The Area of Potential Effect (APE) delineation included in Section 4.1 of the West Santa Ana
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2 (circulated as the 
Final Cultural Resources Survey Report–Rev 1, Appendix W of the Draft EIS/EIR) has been 
updated to include a direct reference to the bridge footings within the flood control channel.

FA-3-16 Chapter 4, Section 4.8.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR has been revised to add “Fish and Wildlife Act 
of 1956” to the list of authorities attributed to the USFWS.

FA-3-17 The header “Jurisdictional Waters” is a term that includes wetlands and other waters of the 
U.S. but also encompasses wetland and other waters of the state regulated by the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board in addition to streambeds regulated by the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife. Therefore, the header has not been updated in Chapter 4, Section 4.8.2.2 
of the Final EIS/EIR in order to continue to include the other waters of the state and 
streambeds.

FA-3-18 The reference to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act has been removed from Section 
4.8.2.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 4.1.3.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor
Project Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N of the Draft 
EIS/EIR). The reference has also been removed from Table 2.11 in Chapter 2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

FA-3-19 As noted in Section 4.8.3.2 in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the analysis conclusions for the 
Build Alternatives are specific to operation of the Project. As stated in the introduction to 
Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, effects during construction are discussed in Section 4.19, 
Construction Impacts, for each element of the environment. Construction impacts to 
jurisdictional waters are addressed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR.

FA-3-20 If dewatering of contaminated groundwater is necessary, groundwater will be properly 
managed onsite prior to disposal or recycling of contaminated groundwater offsite at 
appropriate waste management facilities. As Section 4.10.4.1 indicates, compliance with Los 
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements (including National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System [NPDES] permits and Waste Discharge Requirements) 
governing groundwater discharges will be mandatory prior to discharging dewatered 
groundwater during operations, if required. Compliance will minimize discharge of 
contaminants and sediment. Furthermore, dewatered groundwater will not be discharged 
directly to Corps facilities. Therefore, a Clean Water Act Section 404 permit is not anticipated 
to be required for disposal of contaminated groundwater.

As stated in Project Measures HAZ PM-2 (Disposal of Groundwater-Operation) (Chapter 4, 
Section 4.10.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR) and HAZ PM-7 (Disposal of Groundwater) (Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR), various agencies will be notified, and discharge and 
disposal requirements will be developed in consultation with the agencies and project 
proponent.

FA-3-21 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR was updated based on coordination with the 
Corps.
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FA-3-22 The recommended capitalization change to waters of the U.S. has been incorporated
throughout the Final EIS/EIR and the technical reports.

Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR was updated based on coordination with the 
Corps.

FA-3-23 The discussion of Section 401 and Section 402 has been moved from the subheading “State 
Regulations” to “Federal Regulations” in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR.

FA-3-24 The change was incorporated into Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 
3.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis
Report.

FA-3-25 Hydraulic analysis and potential flooding impacts are discussed in Chapter 4, Sections
4.11.3.3 and 4.19.3.11, Water Resources, of the Draft EIS/EIR. Section 4.11.3.3 under the 
subheading “Floodplains” identifies the three major flood-control channels that would be 
crossed and how the project design features would avoid encroachment of the existing rivers 
and floodplains. Reference to the location hydraulic studies of each crossing is mentioned, 
along with the impact to water surface elevations.

Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.11 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the subheading “Floodplains” 
identifies the three rivers where construction would be required for the new bridge piers. 
Discussion of construction impacts to the ordinary high-water mark, banks, and levees under 
the Corps’ jurisdiction is included. Also included is a discussion of construction activity 
compliance with all federal and local regulations to minimize construction impacts. 

Appendices to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact 
Analysis Report also provide detailed location hydraulic study results. During the design phase, 
detailed analysis will be performed to evaluate the potential for hydraulic impacts within the 
channel and will be submitted to the Corps for review as part of the Section 408 Permit 
submittal.

FA-3-26 The hydraulic analysis presented is based on a base line model provided by the Los Angeles 
County Flood Control District at the start of the analysis (2017). As the baseline model was 
presumed to be approved for use by the agencies, a re-assessment of the existing roughness 
coefficients was deemed unnecessary. Project conditions models were developed by 
implementing relevant changes to the baseline model. However, in general, as the Project 
would affect small portions of the channel lining, with the invert paving to be replaced in-kind, 
no changes to roughness parameters were expected to be required. These parameters will also 
be evaluated in support of the Project’s future Section 408 Permit submittal.

FA-3-27 The portions of the Los Angeles River channel, Rio Hondo Channel, and San Gabriel River 
channel in the APE have been evaluated for eligibility, as documented in Section 7.2.2 of the
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2. 
The portions of all three river channels in the APE have been assumed eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) for the purposes of the Project. SHPO concurred 
with this eligibility assessment in a letter dated June 29, 2023. Accordingly, potential effects to 
these river channels are also described in Section 5.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report (circulated as the Revised 
Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report, Appendix X of the Draft EIS/EIR), as well as in 
Sections 4.14 and 4.19 of the Final EIS/EIR. SHPO concurred with the effects assessment in a 
letter dated March 12, 2024.
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FA-3-28 Map Reference No. (MRN) 17-006 refers to the Union Pacific Railroad Bridge, not the Union
Pacific Railroad. MRN 17-006 has not been subject to survey and evaluation efforts prior to the 
West Santa Ana Branch Project. As summarized in Section 7.2.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 1 in support of the Project, 
Secretary of Interior-qualified architectural historians evaluated the bridge and recommended
it eligible for listing in the NRHP and the California Register of Historical Places under Criteria 
C/3 as an excellent and rare example of a subdivided Warren truss steel bridge. It additionally
is recommended eligible for local designation under South Gate Criteria E as a distinguished 
engineered structure. This determination of eligibility was included in the Cultural Resources 
Survey Report, which was sent to the SHPO for concurrence in March 2020. No comments 
were received from SHPO on the determinations of eligibility included in the Cultural 
Resources Survey Report. The resource was also included in the Cultural Resources Survey 
Report—Rev 2 which was submitted to SHPO for review in May 2023, after circulation of the 
Draft EIS/EIR. SHPO provided concurrence on the report in a letter dated June 29, 2023.

FA-3-29 A set of California Department of Park and Recreation 523 Series Forms associated with 
Resource P-19-192309 was obtained via the California Historical Resource Information System
search conducted on April 17, 2017, in support of the Project. The forms indicate that the 
resource has been determined eligible for listing in the NRHP, with the application of a 
California Historical Resource Status Code ‘2S2,’ indicating that it is an individual property 
determined eligible for the National Register by a consensus through the Section 106 process 
and is listed in the California Register. The resource is additionally listed in the California
Office of Historic Preservation Built Environment Resources Directory (BERD) for Los Angeles 
County with a ‘2S2’ status code. The BERD additionally indicates that the resource was 
evaluated on April 25, 2018, and provides its evaluation identifier as ‘COE_2017_1127_002’ 
indicating that its evaluation was completed by the Corps in 2017. This information has been 
added throughout. However, a corresponding SHPO concurrence letter has not been located.

FA-3-30 A footnote regarding the vertical extent of the APE has been added to the bottom of Figure 
4.14-1 (Direct and Architectural APE and Built Environment Results) in Chapter 4, Section 
4.14.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Additionally, a statement regarding the vertical APE at water 
crossings has also been added to the APE delineation included in Section 4.1 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2.

FA-3-31 The text in Chapter 4, Section 4.15.1.2 in the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to read 
“Responses received from the NAHC are included in Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch
Transit Corridor Project Final Traditional Cultural Properties and Tribal Cultural Resources Impact 
Analysis Report prepared for the Project.”

FA-3-32  The extension of the abutments and new bridge beams will not create new areas for 
individuals experiencing homelessness to occupy. The Project’s bridges will be designed to
incorporate Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) strategies. CPTED is a 
multi-disciplinary approach of crime prevention that uses urban and architectural design and 
the management of built and natural environments. The design will restrict public access from
Metro right-of-way to the Project’s bridge beams and abutments, preventing individuals 
experiencing homelessness from occupying Metro’s facilities.

The areas under the bridge (in this case the flood control system as cited in the comment) is 
not the property of Metro, and it is the local jurisdiction’s responsibility to prevent public 
access into the flood control system.

Therefore, the analysis presented in Chapter 4, Section 4.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR is sufficient, 
and the design restricts access to prevent loitering or occupation. No further updates are 
needed.
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FA-3-33 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to identify Section 408
compliance as a mandatory requirement. Compliance will occur after the Record of Decision is 
issued on the Final EIS.

Construction-related impacts are discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.11 of the Draft
EIS/EIR. Section 4.19.3.11 under the subheading “Construction General NPDES Permit 
Compliance” discusses implementation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and lists
the strategies to be used during construction to maintain river operation and minimize
impacts for in-stream construction activities. Additionally, under the subheading
“Floodplains,” it discusses the construction-related impacts to the river and that all activities 
would comply with all federal and local floodplain regulations. Applicable federal regulations 
are identified in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR under the subheading 
“Federal,” and include the “Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899.” This section also includes a 
discussion that construction and operation of the Project at the Los Angeles River would 
require the Corps’ review and approval through a Section 408 permit.

Section 4.19.3.11 includes a discussion of impacts to Corps facilities. As noted in this section, 
all work involving storm drains and flood-control channels will occur outside the storm season 
between October 15 through April 15 and will require review and approval through a Section 
408 permit. Construction will conform to the Corps’ full channel construction limitations. For 
example, from April 15 through May 31 and September 1 through October 15, 33.3% of the 
original channel design capacity will be preserved. From June 1 through August 31, 5% of the 
original channel design capacity will be preserved. With compliance with floodplain
regulations and the project design features, the LPA’s potential impacts will be minimized and 
will not result in adverse effects during construction.
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US Department of Interior – FA-1 

Comment ID Response 

FA-1-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

FA-1-2 FTA and Metro appreciate the Department of the Interior’s review and attention to the Draft 
Section 4(f) Evaluation for the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project. In January 
2022, the Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 from the Draft EIS/EIR as the 
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). The Final Section 4(f) Evaluation, which is summarized in 
Chapter 5 of the Final EIS/EIR, documents the effects analysis for the LPA. The LPA avoids 
many of the Section 4(f) impacts identified for Alternatives 1 and 2 in the Draft EIS/EIR, 
including Los Angeles Union Station; the Barker Brothers Furniture Store; and Seventh Street 
Commercial Historic District. The Section 4(f) impacts under the LPA are generally consistent 
with those identified for Alternative 3 in the Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, with findings for 
additional historic properties evaluated under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act:  

 De minimis impacts at the Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District, 6000 Alameda 
Street, 6101 Santa Fe Avenue, Huntington Park High School, Cudahy Substation, LA River 
Channel, Rio Hondo River Channel, San Gabriel River Channel, and Paramount Park.  

 Temporary occupancy (no use) at Paramount Park, Los Angeles River Bike Path, Rio Hondo 
Bike Path, and San Gabriel River Mid-Trail.  

Metro provided an update on the Section 4(f) analysis and findings to the Department of the 
Interior in a letter dated September 26, 2023. No response was received from Department of 
the Interior. Section 5.5 of the Final EIS/EIR and Appendix A to the Final Section 4(f) 
Evaluation documents concurrence from the California State Historic Preservation Office, City 
of Paramount, and County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, as applicable. Should 
there be a change to impacts or use after the Record of Decision, the Department of the 
Interior will be provided a copy of the changes. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Federal Agency)  

US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 – FA-2 

Comment ID Response 

FA-2-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.  

FA-2-2  The comment regarding US Environmental Protection Agency’s review of the Draft EIS/EIR 
and engagement in the Project has been noted. 

FA-2-3 The commenter is correct that the Project (the Locally Preferred Alternative [LPA], referred to 
as Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR) has satisfied Transportation Conformity requirements 
under the Clean Air Act Section 176(c) at the regional and project scale. 

FA-2-4 The Project will require realignment of freight tracks in select locations, such that the tracks 
will be relocated approximately 10 to 15 feet closer to some residential receptors and an equal 
distance farther from other receptors. This includes the area parallel to Façade Avenue 
between Rosecrans Avenue and the I-105 freeway. To characterize existing conditions for the 
Project, freight train activity in this area was monitored over nine days in 2019. The maximum 
number of daily freight trains recorded traversing this segment of the corridor was four trains 
per day, which occurred on only a single day. Typically, one to two trains per day passed 
through the area. 

Implementation of the Project will not increase the frequency of freight train activity anywhere 
along the corridor; therefore, the average daily emission rate of diesel particulate matter from 
freight train propulsion will not increase as a result of the Project relative to existing conditions 
near the sensitive receptors. Section 6.3.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report and Section 4.5.5.3 in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
has been updated to include a discussion of particulate emissions from freight train 
movement. Emissions produced by two locomotives passing by per day are intermittent and of 
minor magnitude given that the trains will be within 50 feet of the residences for only a matter 
of minutes per day. Exposures to diesel particulate matter are based on 24-hour average and 
annual average concentrations as there is no acute reference exposure level established. 
Dispersion modeling of two train pass-bys per day relocated by 10 to 15 feet from their current 
location will not produce meaningful results related to chronic (24-hour) diesel particulate 
matter exposure. 

Alternative 3 is identified as the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. As presented in Table 4.19.10 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, construction of Alternative 3 will not result in daily emissions of air pollutants in 
excess of any applicable South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) regional 
threshold, including nitrogen oxide (NOX) emissions from haul trucks. Because regional 
thresholds will not be exceeded, additional measures to reduce haul truck NOX emissions are 
not required. There is no significant impact related to NOX emissions from construction of the 
LPA. 

FA-26



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Federal Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

FA-2-5 Refer to response to comment FA-2-4 related to freight rail emissions. Long-term operational 
air pollutant emissions will not increase as a result of the freight track relocation; therefore, 
there will not be long-term health-related impacts from the LPA related to freight track 
relocation. Separately, the light rail transit train cars for the LPA will be propelled by electricity 
and will not produce engine emissions. 

The SCAQMD established Localized Significance Thresholds screening values to evaluate 
whether near-source concentrations of pollutants generated by on-site construction activities 
(e.g., equipment exhaust and fugitive dust) could potentially reach levels that would be of 
concern to public health and nearby sensitive receptors. As presented in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.5, Table 4.19.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 construction activities will not result 
in daily emissions of air pollutants in excess of any applicable SCAQMD regional threshold, 
including NOX from haul trucks.  

Although the Draft EIS/EIR disclosed potentially significant air quality impacts during 
construction of Alternatives 1 and 2, the construction analysis determined that Alternative 3 
would not result in significant air quality impacts. As discussed in Section 4.19.3.5 of the Final 
EIS/EIR, impacts to air quality for the LPA are unchanged from those presented for Alternative 
3 in the Draft EIS/EIR. Construction activities related to the LPA will not result in adverse 
effects related to air quality; therefore, no mitigation measures related to haul trucks 
emissions are required to reduce NOX emissions. 

FA-2-6 Metro will continue to coordinate with the affected jurisdictions during design, construction, 
and operation of the Project. Per Master Cooperative Agreements being executed with cities, 
cities will have the opportunity to review design packages and provide comments. 

Metro has continued to coordinate with City of Huntington Park staff regarding intersection 
improvements and traffic operations since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Following 
meetings with the City of Huntington Park in June and September 2022, and a site visit in July 
2022, the design has been updated to include opening crossings that were proposed to be 
closed in the Draft EIS/EIR, closing other at-grade crossings that were proposed to remain 
open in the Draft EIS/EIR, and implementing left-turn restrictions as requested by the city. The 
traffic analysis for the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to reflect these changes. Refer to 
Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR for the updated analysis and Section 3.5.2.1 for 
the updated mitigation. 

FA-2-7 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the subheading “State” discusses the 
Project’s commitment to comply with waste discharge requirements developed by the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and to be regulated by the Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
indicates that design features will be reviewed and confirmed by Metro. 

Metro is committed to ongoing coordination with stakeholders throughout the project 
development, including the RWQCB.   
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Federal Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

FA-2-8 Project measures for operation and construction of the Project were identified in Chapter 4, 
Sections 4.10.4 and 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR for contaminated sites along the alignment. 
Specifically, Project Measures HAZ PM-3 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and Groundwater 
[Operation]) discussed in Section 4.10.4.1, and HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and 
Groundwater) discussed in Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, require regulatory 
notification (e.g., USEPA, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, and RWQCB) for open 
and closed cases where operation or construction of the Project involves plans to alter the use 
of the site and/or disturb contaminated soil and/or groundwater onsite. This notification 
allows the regulatory agency to determine the level of investigation and/or remediation 
necessary on a case-by-case basis. A closure or no further action determination letter from the 
regulatory agency will be obtained for the contaminated site when investigation and/or 
remediation is complete.  

Project Measures HAZ PM-3 and HAZ PM-9 also require that the contractor and operator 
retain a qualified environmental consultant to prepare a Soil Management Plan, Soil Vapor 
Management Plan, Soil Reuse Management Plan, and Groundwater Management Plan or a 
combined Soil, Soil Vapor, Soil Reuse, and Groundwater Management Plan to address the 
possibility of encountering soil, soil vapor, and groundwater during project construction and 
operation. 

FA-2-9 See response to comment FA-2-8. Project Measure HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, 
and Groundwater) includes the requirement to prepare a Soil Management Plan prior to 
ground-disturbing activities for the Project. The plan can be provided to USEPA.  

Metro requested and received location identification of groundwater wells from USEPA in 
February 2023. This information has been added to Section 4.14.4.1 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Hazardous Materials Impact Analysis Report and Section 
4.14 of the Final EIS/EIR. The information was reviewed to determine if construction would 
affect wells. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Final EIS/EIR, with 
implementation of HAZ PM-4 (Handling, Storage, and Transport of Hazardous Materials or 
Wastes), HAZ PM-5 (Property Assessment–Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments), 
HAZ PM-7 (Disposal of Groundwater), and HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and 
Groundwater), construction of the Project will not result in adverse effects related to 
environmental concern sites. Protection of the Superfund site monitoring wells and other 
potential remedial systems during operation and construction will be discussed and planned 
for as part of HAZ PM-3 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and Groundwater [Operation]) and 
HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and Groundwater).  

Metro is the generator of soils from Metro projects and is responsible for the profiling, 
disposition, and disposal of contaminated soils and groundwater under manifest. Copies of 
the Soil Management Plan and associated data can be provided to USEPA. 

FA-2-10 See response to comment FA-2-9. Updated Superfund site status information has been added 
to Section 4.14.4.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Hazardous 
Materials Impact Analysis Report. 

As stated in Project Measures HAZ PM-3 (Chapter 4, Section 4.10.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR) 
and HAZ PM-9 (Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR), USEPA will be notified for 
open and closed cases where Metro’s construction or operation of the Project involves plans 
to alter the use of the site and/or disturb contaminated soil and/or groundwater onsite. This 
notification allows the regulatory agency to determine the level of investigation and/or 
remediation (performance standards) necessary on a case-by-case basis.  
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 State Agencies 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Response to Comments March 2024

STATE AGENCIES 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (State Agency) 

California Department of Transportation – SA-3 

Comment ID Response 

SA-3-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

SA-3-2 The comment regarding coordination with Caltrans is noted. 

SA-3-3 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency submitted a comment letter that stated the Project 
satisfies Transportation Conformity requirements under the Clean Air Act Section 176(c) at the 
regional and project scale (included in this appendix as FA-2). No further conformity analysis 
is required by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), which is the National Environmental 
Policy Act Lead Agency. The year 2042 was selected as the horizon year for the Project based 
on FTA standard practice of a 25-year planning timeframe from the date the Notice of Intent 
was published in the Federal Register (June 26, 2017). A refined emissions analysis using a 
horizon year of 2045 based on the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and an opening year of 2028 is not necessary to adequately 
evaluate the potential air quality impacts of the Project or to meet the Transportation 
Conformity requirements.  

Typically, in a CEQA analysis, project-related impacts are compared to existing (without 
project) conditions as of the date that the notice of preparation of the Draft EIR was issued 
(May 25, 2017 for the WSAB Draft EIS/EIR). In 2017, the most recently approved conforming 
transportation plan was the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2016-
2040 RTP/SCS, as the 2016-2040 RTP/SCS Amendment #2 and the 2017 Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) Consistency Amendment #17-07 received 
federal approval of the transportation conformity determination on August 1, 2017. As 
summarized in the introduction to Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the 2016 and 2020 RTP/SCS 
socioeconomic data were compared for the WSAB Study Area. The results of the comparison 
for future year 2042 show a less than 1 percent difference in the population and employment 
growth forecasts for Los Angeles County and for the Study Area. After circulation of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final RTP/SCS Study was prepared 
and it compared the differences between the SCAG 2016-2040 RTP/SCS and the Connect 
SoCal (2020 RTP/SCS) regional forecast (e.g., population, housing, and employment). Based 
on the conclusions presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
RTP/SCS Study, updated analysis using Connect SoCal’s growth forecast as baseline data was 
not conducted because the results and findings would not be substantially different than what 
was presented in the Draft EIS/EIR. Connect SoCal is included in Section 4.5 of the Final 
EIS/EIR to address consistency with regional conformity. Specifically, in Section 4.5.3.2 of the 
Final EIS/EIR, the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) is listed in the Connect SoCal 
Transportation System Financially Constrained Project List as a LA County transit project 
under the RTP ID 1TR1011 (“West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor LRT”). Connect SoCal 
Amendment #3 received federal approval of the transportation conformity determination from 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FTA on June 9, 2023. Section 5.3.2.1 of the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) was also updated to reference the current 
conforming RTP/SCS. Therefore, the Final EIS/EIR addresses air conformity consistent with 
the 2020 RTP/SCS. 

SA-10



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

Comment ID Response 
The air quality analysis performed for the Draft EIS/EIR used 2017 conditions as the existing 
conditions baseline. For the air quality analysis, the projected future conditions baseline (no 
Build) is 2042. To calculate project-specific air pollutant emissions, the air quality impact 
analysis compared the emissions of the Build Alternatives in the year 2042 against the 2017 
and 2042 baseline (No Build) conditions. Use of the 2042 analysis year provides informational 
value and is based on substantial evidence. An additional emissions analysis using a horizon 
year of 2045 and an opening year of 2028 is not necessary to adequately evaluate the potential 
air quality impacts of the Project or to meet Transportation Conformity requirements.  

SA-3-4 The South Coast Air Basin is an appropriate “Affected Area” for the air quality analysis. Ozone 
is formed by complex atmospheric interactions between two or more reactive organic gas 
compounds (including volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides) in the presence of 
ultraviolet sunlight. This formation often occurs many miles from the source of emissions due 
to a variety of reasons, including wind. Accordingly, for regional pollution emissions, the 
appropriate Affected Area is the South Coast Air Basin.  

The travel analysis of the Affected Area reflects travel decisions throughout the entire region. 
Both Riverside and San Bernardino Counties are distinct districts of the analysis. However, 
given the distance from the project Study Area, travel between Riverside and San Bernardino 
Counties and the Study Area accounts for less than 1 percent of the overall Study Area trips. 
While Riverside and San Bernardino Counties are not a focus of the study analysis, any 
changes in travel behavior from trips to or from Riverside and San Bernardino Counties that 
travel through the Study Area are accounted for in the vehicle miles traveled and emission 
estimates for the Affected Area. 

SA-3-5 Parking facilities are not considered stationary sources. According to the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (SCAQMD), “air pollutant emissions sources are typically 
grouped into two categories: stationary and mobile sources. Stationary sources are further 
divided into two major subcategories: point and area sources. Point sources consist of a single 
emission source with an identified location point at a facility. Area sources are small emission 
sources that are widely distributed, but may have substantial cumulative emissions; examples 
include residential water heaters, small engines, and consumer products, such as barbeque 
lighter fluid and hair spray.” At the state emissions inventory scale, the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) identifies stationary sources as, “non-mobile sources such as power 
plants, refineries, and manufacturing facilities which emit air pollutants.” The proposed park-
and-ride facilities do not fit the definition of stationary sources; rather park-and-rides are 
facilities that mobile sources travel to and from in connection with using the Project. The park-
and-ride locations are not characterized by any permanent, stationary sources of emissions 
themselves, and air quality regulatory agencies do not classify them as stationary sources. 
Travel activities of vehicles entering or exiting park-and-ride facilities are accounted for in the 
Metro Travel Demand Model and included in the regional vehicles miles traveled used to 
estimate project emissions. 

Regarding potential hot spots caused by on-site emissions, carbon monoxide (CO) serves as 
an indicator of localized hot spots resulting from traffic congestion or in areas where vehicles 
travel slowly and/or congregate. The use of CO as an indicator of localized hot spots is 
supported by the Caltrans CO Protocol. Although the basin is designated as a maintenance 
area for CO, it is no longer a pollutant of concern in the region. This is evident in the ambient 
air quality monitoring data. The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for CO was 
last exceeded 20 years ago in 2002 according to the CARB. The SCAQMD last published data 
for 2020, which included maximum 1- and 8-hour concentrations of 4.5 ppm and 3.1 ppm, 
respectively. These concentrations were substantially below the 1- and 8-hour NAAQS of 35 
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Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

Comment ID Response 
ppm and 9 pm (representing approximately 13 percent and 34 percent of the respective 
standards), as well as the more stringent 1-hour CAAQS of 20 ppm.  

Furthermore, the CARB EMFAC model indicates that CO emission rates would be substantially 
less in 2028 (the opening year of the Project assumed in the Draft EIS/EIR) than in 2003 when 
CO attainment was demonstrated in the Air Quality Management Plan. For example, the 
running exhaust emission rate for a gasoline passenger vehicle was 5.02 grams per mile in 
2003 and is anticipated to be 0.51 gram per mile in 2028. The idling exhaust emission rate for 
a diesel truck was 5.27 grams per vehicle per day in 2003 and is anticipated to be 0.12 gram 
per vehicle per day in 2028. The combination of the ambient monitoring data and the changes 
in CO emission rates indicate that there is no potential for parking facilities to generate a CO 
hotspot. Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the opening year for the LPA has been updated 
to 2035. Aggregate average emission rates in 2035 would be even lower than those in 2028, 
reflecting a greater reduction from the 2003 emission rates used in the attainment 
demonstration. There is no possibility of localized pollutant hot spots occurring as a result of 
vehicles circulating around the proposed parking facilities. 

SA-3-6 See response to comment SA-3-3. 

SA-3-7 Table 2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies the existing transportation network and planned 
improvements that are included in the 2042 No Build Alternative. It is assumed this comment 
is in reference to Table 2.3 in the Draft EIS/EIR, which identified components associated with 
each Build Alternative, including freeway crossings. The table identified the number of freeway 
crossings and provided specificity for those freeways where the alignment crosses under the 
freeway. Table 2.3 lists 6 freeway crossings for Alternative 1, which includes the I-10 and US-
101 freeways, and each crossing is further described in Section 2.5.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The 
Alternative 1 alignment in the Draft EIS/EIR was proposed underground at the US-101 freeway 
and would cross over I-10.  

SA-3-8 Tables 4.5.6 and 4.5.7 in Chapter 4, Section 4.5 of the Final EIS/EIR include updated 
monitoring data for 2018 and 2019, which reflects 5 years of data from the date of the Notice 
of Intent. Updates are also included in Tables 4.2 through 4.4 in the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix J of the 
Draft EIS/EIR). The attainment designations for the Los Angeles County portion of the South 
Coast Air Basin have not changed since 2017.  

SA-3-9 The RTP ID associated with the Project has been updated to RTP ID 1TR1011. The RTP entry 
for the LPA was updated within Draft Amendment #3 to the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, with changes 
comprising an update of the opening year and a decrease of the project cost associated with 
the length of the LPA alignment relative to other alternatives assessed in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Amendment #3 was approved in June 2023. The project description update included in 
Amendment #23-03 for the 2023 FTIP (Project ID LA0G1094) reflects the LPA. Appendix B to 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report 
includes conformity documentation.  

The construction schedule for the Project has been updated since circulation of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. As noted in Section 2.5.2.7 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR, revenue service is 
anticipated to begin in 2035. 

SA-3-10 See response to comment SA-3-5. Although the basin is designated as a maintenance area for 
CO, it is no longer a pollutant of concern in the region. The combination of the ambient 
monitoring data and the changes in CO emission rates indicate that there is no potential for 
parking facilities to generate a CO hot spot. 
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Comment ID Response 

SA-3-11 See response to comment SA-3-9. All four Build Alternatives included in the Draft EIS/EIR 
went through the SCAG interagency consultation process and were determined not to be 
projects of air quality concern by the Transportation Conformity Working Group, comprised of 
representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, FTA, and FHWA. The SCAG 
2023 FTIP Consistency Amendment #23-03 to the Connect SoCal 2020-2045 RTP/SCS 
Amendment #3 identifies the LPA (Alternative 3 within the Draft EIS/EIR) as the segment 
from Pioneer Station in the City of Artesia to the Slauson/A-Line Station (RTP ID 1TR1011). 

SA-3-12 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR, Mitigation 
Measures BIO-1 (Bats) and BIO-2 (Nesting Birds) will be implemented in the Affected Area for 
bio during construction, including during construction within Caltrans right-of-way. If bats are 
present during construction, disruptive construction activities within 100 feet of an active 
maternity roost will be delayed until after the maternity season. Similarly, if construction 
occurs within the peak bird breeding season and active nests are found, an appropriate 
avoidance buffer will be determined by a qualified biologist prior to ground and/or vegetation 
disturbance activities. Therefore, no adverse effects related to bats and nesting birds will occur 
as a result of project construction. Additional information on construction-related impacts to 
biological resources within Caltrans right-of-way is available in Section 5.2.6 of the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix N of the Draft EIS/EIR). Potential project impacts to special-status species are not 
anticipated. 

SA-3-13 Caltrans rights-of-way, including the interiors of box tunnel structures, currently experience 
high levels of transportation noise. While LRT operations would add to the existing 
transportation noise, the sound exposure levels from each LRT vehicle pass-by is less than for 
a heavy truck. As such, the incremental noise effect to nesting birds and roosting bats that are 
already acclimated to the elevated transportation noise levels within a right-of-way is not 
anticipated to be substantial.  

As stated in response to comment SA-3-12, Mitigation Measure BIO-1 (Bats) will be 
implemented during construction. This measure has been revised in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.8 of the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 6.2.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N to the Draft 
EIS/EIR) to include a California Department of Fish and Wildlife-approved bat relocation plan, 
including evaluation of the availability of nearby alternative bat maternity colony sites. If 
alternative roosting habitat is not available, substitute maternity roost sites would be installed 
prior to relocation efforts. Any substitute maternity roost sites installed to address 
construction effects would remain in place to offer long-term roosting-site replacement for 
bats that select not to return to previously used structures. With implementation of this 
measure, project operation would not result in adverse effects to special-status bats. The loss 
of habitat for nesting birds within joints and cracks in the freeway structure would not result in 
a meaningful reduction in the availability of habitat for nesting birds. 

SA-3-14 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.8.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, suitable habitat for special-
status plant species is not present within the Affected Area for biological resources, including 
within Caltrans right-of-way. Accordingly, no mitigation measures are required for impacts to 
special-status plant species. See response to comment SA-3-12 regarding bats and nesting 
birds. Vegetation that may provide roosting, foraging, and breeding habitat for nesting birds 
would be removed in accordance with Mitigation Measure BIO-2 (Nesting Birds), but would 
not result in a meaningful reduction in the availability of habitat for nesting birds. As 
discussed during meetings with Caltrans, trees removed during construction within Caltrans 
right-of-way at I-105 (i.e., the Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District) will be replaced at 
a 1:1 ratio. Minimal additional trees at other Caltrans crossings may be impacted by 
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construction of the Project. Metro will continue to coordinate with Caltrans regarding tree loss 
within Caltrans right-of-way (ROW) and potential replacement locations as applicable.  

A discussion on invasive plant species has been added to the Final EIS/EIR in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19.3.8, and in Section 5.2.2.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N to the Draft EIS/EIR). 
Project Measure BIO PM-1 (Invasive Plant Species Best Management Practices) has been 
added to provide best management practices to prevent the spread of invasive plant species 
during construction. This measure is summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Final 
EIS/EIR and Section 6.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Biological 
Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N to the Draft EIS/EIR).  

SA-3-15 A discussion on invasive plant species has been added to the Final EIS/EIR in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19.3.8, and in Section 5.2.2.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N to the Draft EIS/EIR). 
Project Measure BIO PM-2 (Prohibition of Invasive Plant Species in Landscape Plans) has 
been added to clarify that no invasive species will be used in planting plans prepared for the 
Project. See also response to comment SA-3-14. 

SA-3-16 Mitigation Measure BIO-2 (Nesting Birds) has been updated in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of 
the Final EIS/EIR, and in Section 6.2.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix N to the Draft EIS/EIR) 
to revise the starting date of the nesting season for passerines to February 1. 

SA-3-17 See response CR-EJ-1 regarding the approach and guidance used for the Environmental Justice 
(EJ) analysis and the identification of EJ communities. 

SA-3-18 In response to comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR and stakeholder coordination 
conducted after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro completed additional analysis and 
included additional project measures, such as bell shrouds and bell stop variances (Project 
Measures NOI PM-1 and NOI PM-2, respectively), that will reduce the number and severity of 
noise impacts compared to what was identified in the Draft EIS/EIR (these measures were 
previously included as mitigation measures but the reduction was not included in the 
mitigated noise levels). Additionally, soundwall height was increased where practicable to 
further reduce residual noise impacts. The updated analysis is reflected in Chapter 4, Section 
4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise 
and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

SA-3-19 Chapter 4, Section 4.22.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 5.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Environmental Justice Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix 
FF to the Draft EIS/EIR) have been updated to clarify that a disproportionately high and 
adverse effect to Huntington Park would occur as it relates to traffic operations. 

SA-3-20 Chapter 4, Section 4.22.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR refers to the mitigation measures that will be 
implemented as part of the Project. The EJ noise analysis concluded that the Project would not 
result in disproportionately high and adverse effects related to noise to EJ communities. Noise 
impacts would not be concentrated in one EJ community and would not result in an 
appreciably more severe or greater in magnitude adverse effect than other areas with 
comparable non-EJ populations. See response CR-GEN-5 regarding the implementation and 
recommendation of feasible mitigation measures. 

SA-3-21 Station-generated vehicle traffic and trip patterns were analyzed and further validated using 
Metro’s Travel Demand Model. The majority of the trips were determined to have local origins, 
and therefore freeway access was not projected to be affected. As a result, on-/off-ramps did 
not require evaluation.  
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SA-3-22 It is assumed this comment applies to Table 3.10 on page 3-34 in Chapter 3 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR (PDF page 224 in the combined Draft EIS/EIR file). This table identifies existing 
conditions for off-street parking along the alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. It does 
not reflect proposed or new parking. Table 2.3 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified the 
number of parking facilities and total number of parking spaces that would be provided under 
each Build Alternative evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. As shown, Alternative 3 would provide 5 
park-and-ride facilities with up to approximately 2,795 spaces. These spaces will be dedicated 
to transit patrons.  

SA-3-23 The West Santa Ana Branch Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report (Appendix X of 
the Draft EIS/EIR) was not submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) prior 
to release of the Draft EIS/EIR. However, a meeting was held with SHPO in September 2020 to 
discuss the preliminary findings of the analysis, inclusive of those for the Century Freeway-
Transitway Historic District. A detailed summary of Section 106 consultation that occurred in 
support of the Project prior to release of the Draft EIS/EIR was included in Chapter 7, Section 
7.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR; Chapter 4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 1 (Appendix W of the Draft EIS/EIR); and Appendix B of 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects 
Report. Information on consultation that has occurred since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR is 
included in Sections 4.2.4 and 4.2.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2; Chapter 7, Section 7.10 of the Final EIS/EIR; and in 
Section 8 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources 
Effects Report. Copies of comment letters from SHPO and other consulting parties received 
after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR are included in Appendices C and J of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2 and Appendix B of 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report. 
The letter received from SHPO concurring on the finding of effect is included in Appendix G of 
the Final EIS/EIR. 

The following is a summary of the SHPO consultation that occurred prior to the release of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, as discussed in Chapter 7, Section 7.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR: 

 December 2018 through May 2019: Consultation among FTA, Metro, and the SHPO 
regarding the Area of Potential Effects (APE) delineation and historic resources screening 
methodology. 

 March 2020: Submittal of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural 
Resources Survey Report—Rev 1 to SHPO for review and concurrence; no response was 
received. 

 September 9, 2020: Meeting with representatives of FTA, Metro, and SHPO to present the 
preliminary assessment of effects of the Project on the Century Freeway-Transitway Historic 
District. The representative from the SHPO’s office noted there was no objection to the 
proposed finding of no adverse effect to historic properties. 

The following bullets summarize the SHPO consultation that occurred following release of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, as described in Chapter 7, Section 7.10.2.3 of the Final EIS/EIR: 

 May 11, 2023: The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey 
Report—Rev 2 was submitted to SHPO, which accounted for expansion of the APE as a 
result of design refinements, traffic mitigation measures, and changes in temporary 
construction easements; an update in the Project’s construction schedule; determinations 
of eligibility of three river channels as a result of comments received from the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers on the Draft EIS/EIR; and integration of information related to one 
archaeological historic property/historical resource (P-19-002849) assumed eligible in the 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 1, 
which is no longer extant. 

 May 22, 2023: Representatives from Metro and FTA met with representatives of the SHPO’s 
office to provide updates on the Project and discuss the recently submitted West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2. Meeting topics 
included identification of the LPA; updates to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Cultural Resources Survey Report since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR; expansion of 
the APE; and the cultural resources effects assessment with a focus on the anticipated 
findings for the Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District. The Metro team summarized 
the conclusion of the updated effects assessment for the Century Freeway-Transitway 
Historic District, stating that FTA intends to make a finding of no adverse effects to historic 
properties. Feedback from SHPO is included in Section 8.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report. 

 June 14, 2023: Representatives from the SHPO’s office contacted FTA via email requesting 
clarification on the addresses of four properties that were recommended ineligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2. FTA provided clarification 
regarding these properties on June 23, 2023.  

 June 29, 2023: In a letter to FTA dated June 29, 2023, SHPO provided concurrence on the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2, 
including FTA’s documentation and delineation of the APE and on FTA’s determination of 
NRHP eligibility of three properties and NRHP ineligibility of 27 properties not included in 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 1 
but included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey 
Report—Rev 2 due to expansion of the APE following circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

 November 17, 2023: The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report was submitted to SHPO for review and concurrence via email.  

 December 14, 2023: FTA was notified by a representative from the SHPO’s office that review 
of the Project was underway and that a response letter could be expected by December 21, 
2023. 

 December 28, 2023: a representative from the SHPO’s office requested a meeting with FTA 
to discuss the Project. The email request indicated that the project reviewer had comments 
and requests regarding documentation for visual effects that may be helpful to discuss with 
the FTA/Metro team. 

 January 3, 2024: representatives from FTA and Metro met with a representative from the 
SHPO’s office. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the reviewers’ questions related 
to the potential visual effects of the LPA, as expressed in the above-described email sent on 
December 28, 2023. The primary focus of the meeting was the potential effect of the LPA on 
the Union Pacific LA River Bridge (MRN 17-006). During the meeting, the FTA/Metro team 
shared images of the existing conditions of the bridge and its setting in addition to 
engineering drawings depicting changes to the debris walls associated with the bridge as a 
result of implementation of the LPA. The potential effects of the LPA on the Rio Hondo 
Bridge (MRN 18-015) and the San Gabriel River Bridge (MRN 29-022) were also briefly 
discussed; the FTA/Metro team clarified that neither of these bridges is historic. The 
FTA/Metro team also briefly discussed potential visual effects to Pueblo Del Rio (MRN 8-
013). After the FTA/Metro team shared photographs of the existing setting surrounding 
Pueblo Del Rio, the SHPO representative stated that there were no concerns regarding 
potential visual impacts to the historic property/historical resource and that visual aids were 
not necessary. 
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 January 4, 2024: FTA received a letter from the SHPO via email. The letter provided a 

summary of consultation that had occurred between FTA and SHPO in support of the 
WSAB Project and the FTA’s findings as presented in the Final Cultural Resources Effects 
Report. The letter requested a revised APE map that denotes APE revisions related to the 
depth of the depth of the geotechnical borings. Additionally, the letter requested a photo 
simulation or artistic rendering that illustrates what the new light rail bridge will look like 
next to the existing Union Pacific Los Angeles River Rail Bridge and modifying the name of 
the Cultural Resources Mitigation and Monitoring Program to Cultural Resources 
Monitoring and Discovery Program. The letter also requested SHPO review of the treatment 
plan prepared under Mitigation Measure CR-4 (Treatment of Unanticipated Discoveries). 

 February 13, 2024: The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report was updated to address comments in the January 4, 2024 letter and 
January 3, 2024 meeting and submitted to SHPO for review and concurrence via email. 

 March 12, 2024: SHPO concurrence on the Finding of Effect was received. 

SA-3-24 As discussed in Section 5.2.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final 
Cultural Resources Effects Report and summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final 
EIS/EIR, the following project elements are proposed within the boundaries of the Century 
Freeway-Transitway Historic District (district/historic district):  

 Removal and replacement of the Century Boulevard Underpass with a new LRT bridge to 
accommodate the project alignment and a replacement freight bridge to the immediate 
west of the new LRT bridge to accommodate the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) freight rail 
line that currently runs on the existing Century Boulevard Underpass 

 Construction of a new Metro C Line infill station in the I-105 median with vertical circulation 
elements attached to the existing Façade Avenue Overcrossing and new LRT bridge 

 Realignment of 2,500 feet of Metro C Line track 

 Minimal landscaping removal and replacement 

The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects 
Report (Appendix X of the Draft EIS/EIR) analyzed the potential impacts pursuant to CEQA 
and effects in accordance with Section 106 associated with the demolition and replacement of 
three of the district’s character-defining bridges: the Century Boulevard Underpass, the Arthur 
Avenue Pedestrian Overcrossing, and the Façade Avenue Overcrossing. However, the Project 
has since been refined and now includes the demolition of only one of the district’s character-
defining bridges, the Century Boulevard Underpass. As the Arthur Avenue Pedestrian 
Overcrossing and Façade Avenue Overcrossing no longer require demolition and replacement, 
potential impacts to historic resources and effects to historic properties have been reduced 
since the Draft EIS/EIR. Additionally, the design of the replacement freight bridge has been 
refined from four spans to two spans, consistent with the existing bridge. Further, its 
superstructure will integrate a concrete relief similar to that on other bridges throughout the 
district.  

As further described below, taking into account comments received from Caltrans on the Draft 
EIS/EIR regarding potential effects/impacts to the historic district and consultation with 
Caltrans in 2021, 2022, and 2023, the analysis presented in Section 5.2.2 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report (Appendix X 
of the Draft EIS/EIR) has been updated in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report to more fully describe 
potential effects to the historic district under Section 106. Additionally, a more robust analysis 
for CEQA was added to Section 7.1.1.2 of that report. This information is summarized in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR. A summary of the effects assessment in 
accordance with Section 106/impacts assessment pursuant to CEQA is included below. Please 
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note that the analysis in Section 5.2.2.18 has been updated to indicate that pursuant to Project 
Measure CR PM-1 (SOI Standards Design Review), design of the new LRT bridge and new infill 
Metro C Line station will be reviewed by a professional who meets the Secretary of the Interior 
(SOI) Professional Qualification Standards (PQS) to confirm design remains consistent with 
the fundamental principles of the SOI Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(Standards) as they advance. Additionally, as indicated in the updated analysis, any trees 
removed within the historic district in the APE during construction of the Project will be 
replaced at a ratio of 1:1, consistent with the recommendations included in the Draft 
Landscaping Impact Summary – I-105 ExpressLanes Project-Post Mile: R0.5 to R 18.1. 

Focused meetings to discuss Caltrans’ comments related to the Project’s potential to 
impact/effect the historic district were held with Caltrans, FTA, and/or Metro on December 7, 
2021; April 21, 2022; February 9, 2023; March 2, 2023; and September 27, 2023. The meetings 
are summarized in Chapter 7, Section 7.10.2.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 8.6 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report and 
meeting materials, including meeting summaries, are included in Appendix B of that report. 
Brief summaries of these meetings are as follows.  

 December 7, 2021: The purpose of this meeting was to provide Caltrans with an overview of 
the Project and discuss its comments on the Draft EIS/EIR related to the historic district. 
Caltrans staff stated that the comments in the letter it sent to FTA and Metro were related 
to CEQA and not directed at Section 106 compliance. Additionally, Caltrans provided the 
following primary comments: potential for a substantial adverse change and material 
impairment to occur as a result of bridge demolition proposed by the Project; lack of 
information in analysis related to the design of the new bridges proposed by the Project; 
lack of SOI qualified design review; lack of discussion of landscaping; and potential for 
cumulative impacts to occur as a result of the Project and future projects combined. 
Caltrans provided the following recommendations to address its comments: use the CEQA 
checklist as a guideline for updated analysis; address potential impacts to landscaping; 
integrate the Project’s alternative analysis into the cultural resources assessment; further 
consider the potential for substantial adverse change to the district; and review the finding 
of effect for the I-105 ExpressLanes Project for guidance. 

 April 21, 2022: The purpose of this meeting was to provide Caltrans with an overview of the 
Project and an update of the analysis performed since the December 7, 2021, meeting. The 
following are key topics from the meeting: the proposed infill station’s design; the 1:1 
replacement ratio (for trees and shrubs) that will be implemented by the Project; the 
potential applicability of Public Resources Code (PRC) 5024 due to the fact that the district 
is a state-owned resource; and the status of the Project’s design, including details relating 
to the proposed replacement freight bridge and involvement of UPRR in the design. 

 February 9, 2023: Caltrans provided Metro with a memorandum on January 24, 2023, 
following review of an updated draft CEQA evaluation for the Century Freeway-Transitway 
Historic District. Metro met with Caltrans on February 9, 2023, to discuss the 
memorandum and a path forward. The meeting also included discussion of the CEQA 
Guidelines and their interpretation. Caltrans’ cultural resources staff provided hypotheticals 
and examples to illustrate application of the CEQA Guidelines; however, interpretation of 
the CEQA Guidelines differed between Metro and Caltrans. During the meeting, Caltrans 
requested the following: details on alternatives that would avoid demolition of the freight 
bridge; a change in Metro’s findings to note that the Project would have a significant impact 
on the district under CEQA; changes to the design to consider the number of bent piers and 
bridge spans, glare from soundwalls, overall aesthetics, and freight bridge design; and 
improved landscaping analysis to provide the specific number of trees and species affected.  

 March 2, 2023: This meeting was a follow-up to the February 9, 2023, meeting and included 
Metro outside legal counsel in attendance. The purpose of the meeting was to have Metro 
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counsel respond to Caltrans’ comments regarding interpretation of the CEQA Guidelines. 
Caltrans cultural resources staff disagreed with Metro’s attorneys’ interpretation of the law 
and restated its position from the February 9, 2023, meeting. Metro agreed to add 
additional detail to the CEQA analysis previously requested by Caltrans; however, parties 
still differed on CEQA interpretation. 

 September 27, 2023: This meeting was held to discuss an August 24, 2023, a letter from 
Caltrans to Metro and SHPO. In the letter, Caltrans stated that it is the opinion of Caltrans 
District 7 that the Project does not meet the SOI Standards and will therefore cause an 
adverse effect under Section 106 and a significant impact under CEQA. During the meeting, 
Metro provided a presentation and summarized changes made to the Project and cultural 
resources analysis resulting from consultation with Caltrans. Notable changes mentioned in 
the meeting included: avoiding the demolition of two bridges within the historic district, 
review of the LRT bridge and infill station to SOI Standards, modifying the design of the 
replacement freight bridge from 2 span to 4 span consistent with the existing bridge, 
replacing trees removed during construction at a 1:1 ratio, and providing a more robust 
analysis including for cumulative impacts. Metro also summarized consultation with SHPO. 
The presentation also compared effects of the WSAB Project and ExpressLanes Project and 
highlighted that the WSAB conclusions were consistent with those for the ExpressLanes 
Project.  

 On October 6, 2023, Metro received a letter from Caltrans, which stated that “based on 
conversations between the project team and Caltrans, Metro has incorporated design 
changes that we feel meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.” It 
enumerated several of the changes described earlier in this response. The letter further 
stated the following: “Caltrans appreciates the collaboration with Metro and does not object 
to your Finding of No Adverse Effect for the project, particularly with regard the Century 
Freeway-Transitway Historic District. As Caltrans has responsibilities for historical 
resources in their right of way under PRC 5024, we do request review of a Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards (SOIS) Action Plan as design of the project advances. A copy of the 
final Plan will be required before Caltrans can approve an encroachment permit for the 
project. In addition, Caltrans does not object to the conclusion in the Updated Report’s 
CEQA section that the proposed project would not alter the historic district such that it 
would be materially impaired.” 

In response to the above-summarized consultation with Caltrans, the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Cultural Resources Survey Report—Rev 2 was updated to provide a more 
thorough description of the historic district, relying on information and previous 
documentation compiled by Caltrans. Additionally, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report (Sections 5.2.2.18 and 7.1.1.2) and 
Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR were updated to include a more robust 
effects/impacts assessment of the LPA on the historic district. Based on Caltrans’s input, the 
following revisions were made to the analysis included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report: 

 The replacement freight bridge will be four spans and concrete, consistent with the current 
bridge (previously, a two-span bridge was proposed). 

 The potential effects of the LPA on the I-105 are more thoroughly analyzed.  

 The term “reconstruction” has been removed from the analysis.  

 The design of the proposed bridges is described in further detail. 

 The analysis states that designs for the proposed new LRT bridge and Metro C Line station 
will undergo SOI Standards design review in accordance with Project Measure CR PM-1 
(SOI Standards Design Review). 
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 The analysis indicates that landscaping removed by the LPA will be replaced at a 1:1 ratio 

and the number of trees potentially effected has been quantified. 

 Potential cumulative impacts of the LPA and future projects are more thoroughly discussed 
in Section 5.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report. 

 The potential for substantial adverse change to the district as a result of the LPA has been 
more thoroughly considered, relying on the CEQA Guidelines and several documents 
compiled by Caltrans, including the ExpressLanes Finding of Effect, for guidance.  

The following is a summary of updated effects/impacts assessment for the district:  

The Project will not result in the material impairment and/or the adverse effect of the Century 
Freeway-Transitway Historic District. According to the Caltrans guidance, A Historical Context 
and Methodology for Evaluating Trails, Roads, and Highways in California (Caltrans 2016), 
alterations to any component of a historic road may impact its historic integrity and, therefore, 
also its historical resources eligibility. Although the Project will remove a character-defining 
underpass from the district, the Century Boulevard Underpass, this underpass constitutes less 
than 1 percent of the character-defining bridges within the district, 117 of which will remain 
following project implementation. Additionally, the elements proposed for construction within 
the district, the new LRT bridge and replacement freight bridge, would be of a scale and mass 
commensurate with the district. The superstructures of the new LRT bridge and replacement 
freight bridge will integrate a concrete relief consistent with the relief design currently present 
on character-defining bridges throughout the district. In addition, to support compliance with 
the SOI Standards, design of the new LRT bridge and new Metro C Line infill station will be 
reviewed by a professional who meets the SOI PQS in architectural history, history, or 
architecture (36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 61) to confirm the designs remain 
consistent with the fundamental principles of the SOI Standards and any trees removed from 
the APE during construction of the Project will be replaced at a ratio of 1:1. The analysis 
presented in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final 
Cultural Resources Effects Report and summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final 
EIS/EIR indicates that the Project will result in no adverse effect in accordance with Section 
106 and less than significant impacts pursuant to CEQA.   

Coordination with Caltrans will continue as the project design progresses.  

SA-3-25 See response to comment SA-3-24. The analysis presented in Section 5.2.2 of the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report 
(Appendix X of the Draft EIS/EIR) and summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR assumed that three character-defining bridges in the APE would be demolished by the 
Project. However, since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project has been refined and only 
one character-defining bridge (the Century Boulevard Underpass) will be demolished as a 
result of the Project. Although the Project will demolish one bridge and introduce several new 
visual elements into the district, these new elements will be designed in a manner compatible 
in massing, scale, and overall design with the district. Additionally, new elements such as 
soundwalls and the station platform are consistent with the district’s transportation use and 
will be consistent in form and function with other such elements throughout the district. As 
noted in response to comment SA-3-24, taking into account comments received from Caltrans 
on the Draft EIS/EIR regarding potential effects/impacts to the historic district, the analysis 
presented in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final 
Cultural Resources Effects Report has been updated to more fully describe potential effects to 
the historic district under Section 106. Additionally, a more robust analysis for CEQA was 
added to Section 7.1.1.2 of that report. Chapter 4, Sections 4.14 and 4.19.3.14 have also been 
updated to include a summary of the analysis contained in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report. 
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SA-3-26 See response to comment SA-3-24. Information and analysis related to alternatives considered 
for the Project were presented in Chapter 2, Section 2.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As the 
analysis presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary 
Cultural Resources Effects Report (Appendix X of the Draft EIS/EIR) indicated that the Project 
will result in no adverse effect in accordance with Section 106 and less than significant 
impacts pursuant to CEQA, a property-specific alternatives analysis was not included in the 
report. However, the updated analysis presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report has been updated to include information 
related to the alternatives considered for the Project in support of the analysis of potential 
impacts in accordance with CEQA. 

SA-3-27 See responses to comments SA-3-24 and SA-3-25. The term “reconstruction” has been 
removed from the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report and Final EIS/EIR. As indicated by the updated analysis, the removal 
and replacement of the Century Boulevard Underpass are necessary to accommodate both the 
freight rail line and the Project’s LRT tracks within the existing ROW while reducing 
displacement. The Project will remove the existing Century Boulevard Underpass and replace it 
with two new overcrossings: a new LRT bridge will accommodate the project alignment and a 
replacement freight bridge will accommodate the UPRR freight rail line. The new LRT and 
replacement freight bridges will be generally consistent in their scale and massing with the 
other character-defining bridges throughout the district and will be sited in the approximate 
location of the current Century Boulevard Underpass. Additionally, in compliance with Project 
Measure CR PM-1 (SOI Standards Design Review), design of the new LRT bridge will be 
reviewed by a professional who meets the SOI PQS in architectural history, history, or 
architecture (36 CFR Part 61) to confirm that its designs remain consistent with SOI Standards 
and guidelines for Rehabilitation as it advances. 

SA-3-28 See response to comment SA-3-24. The analysis presented in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report and 
summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include 
additional detail related the designs of the proposed new LRT and replacement freight bridges. 
The width of the new LRT bridge will be approximately 46 feet, and the adjacently located 
replacement freight bridge will be up to 35 feet wide. 

SA-3-29 See response to comment SA-3-24. The new LRT and freight bridges will be located 
immediately adjacent to one another and will read as a singular visual element. Although 
Metro disagrees with the assertion that the rhythm of the bridges would not be retained, in 
response to Caltrans’ comments, the updated analysis in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report no longer states that the rhythm 
of bridges would be retained. Rather, it states that the deviation in one area will not result in 
the significant alteration or interruption of the overall rhythm of overcrossings throughout the 
district.  

Additionally, the analysis presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report has been updated to directly refer to information 
presented in Caltrans’ Finding of Effect-Interstate 105 ExpressLanes Project-Cities of El 
Segundo, Los Angeles, Inglewood, Hawthorne, Lynwood, Paramount, South Gate, Downey 
and Norwalk and Unincorporated Los Angeles County (Lennox, Athens and Willowbrook)-Los 
Angeles, County, California, which states that none of the character-defining bridges proposed 
for alteration by the ExpressLanes Project “…is separately significant.” Additionally, Caltrans’ 
report states that “none of the bridges proposed for alteration is significant for its aesthetic or 
engineering qualities; that significance lies in their direct association to the larger linear 
resource which is important for the linked ITS system, the integral high-occupancy vehicle 
lanes, the concurrently constructed light rail line and ten light rail stations” (Caltrans 2020). 
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SA-3-30 See response to comment SA-3-24. The analysis presented in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report and 
summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include 
additional detail related the design of the proposed replacement freight bridge. The analysis 
now indicates that the replacement freight bridge will be a four-span, cast-in-place, prestressed 
concrete box girder structure up to 35 feet wide. The new freight bridge will be 444 feet long 
with a 9-foot depth of the box girder, with an additional 2-foot, 6-inch depth of the bridge deck 
to top of rail. The new freight bridge will have a 24-foot minimal vertical clearance from the 
bottom of the structure to the roadway below. The total vertical length from the roadway 
inclusive of the bridge deck and box girder will be a minimum of 35 feet, 6 inches. The new 
freight bridge will have a 22-foot, 2-inch minimum vertical clearance from the bottom of the 
structure to the C Line below the bridge. The total vertical length from the C Line, inclusive of 
the bridge deck and box girder, will be a minimum of 33 feet, 8 inches. 

In addition to the integration of the concrete relief, the analysis now notes that the structure 
will be consistent in its overall scale and massing with other bridges throughout the district, 
including the proposed new LRT bridge, and that its deck will be situated slightly below that of 
the adjacent new LRT bridge.  

SA-3-31 See responses to comments SA-3-24 and SA-3-30. The analysis presented in Section 5.2.2.18 
of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects 
Report and summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to 
include additional detail related to the design of the replacement freight bridge. It states that 
the replacement freight bridge will be constructed to the immediate west of the new LRT 
bridge and will be a four-span, cast-in-place, prestressed concrete box girder structure up to 35 
feet wide. It states further that the utilitarian structure will be consistent in its overall scale and 
massing with other bridges throughout the district, including the proposed new LRT bridge, 
and that its deck will be situated slightly below that of the adjacent, new LRT bridge. It notes 
that additionally, the bridge railing will feature a decorative relief to match the relief present on 
character-defining bridges throughout the district. The analysis additionally acknowledges that 
its design is largely dependent on the requirements of the UPRR. The design presented and 
analyzed in the Final EIS/EIR and supporting reports accurately depict the Project as 
proposed. 

SA-3-32 See response to comment SA-3-24. The analysis presented in Section 5.2.2.18 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report and 
summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include 
additional detail related to the designs of the new infill Metro C Line station and associated 
vertical circulation elements. The analysis now indicates that to support compliance with the 
SOI Standards, Project Measure CR PM-1 (SOI Standards Design Review) will be 
implemented. Accordingly, as it advances, design of the new infill Metro C Line station will be 
reviewed and approved by a professional who meets the SOI PQS in architectural history, 
history, or architecture to confirm that it remains consistent with the SOI Standards and 
guidelines for Rehabilitation. 
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SA-3-33 The cumulative impact analysis included in Section 5.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report (Appendix X of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) has been updated in Section 5.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report to address the projects noted by Caltrans.  

The updated analysis considered seven reasonably foreseeable future projects located within 
or proximate to the historic district. Based on the information currently available about each of 
the projects, the analysis concluded that the combined effects of these projects and the WSAB 
Project will not have a cumulatively significant impact on the district. The revised cumulative 
impact analysis was shared with Caltrans in July 2023. 

SA-3-34 In a letter dated October 26, 2021, FTA acknowledged Caltrans as a cooperating agency. Refer 
to Appendix B of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural 
Resources Effects Report. Additionally, the Abstract of the Final EIS/EIR identifies Caltrans as a 
cooperating agency and Chapter 7 of the Final EIS/EIR identifies Caltrans as a cooperating 
agency and responsible agency. 

SA-3-35 The effects analysis for the Century Freeway-Transitway Historic District is presented in the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report and 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Evaluation 
and summarized in Chapter 5 of the Final EIS/EIR. As documented in Chapter 7, Section 7.10 
of the Final EIS/EIR, the preliminary effect determination of No Adverse Effect that was 
documented in Chapter 4, Table 4.14.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR has been confirmed by FTA with 
concurrence of the SHPO on March 12, 2024. As documented in Chapter 5, Section 5.1.3.5 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR, a de minimis impact on a historic site means that the FTA has determined, 
in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, that no historic property is affected by the Project, or the 
Project would have “no adverse effect” on the historic property in question. The preliminary de 
minimis finding from the Draft EIS/EIR has been confirmed for the Final EIS/EIR. 

SA-3-36 Figure 2-4 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified the project alignment by alignment type 
(at-grade, aerial, or underground). The figure has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR to depict 
the LPA and better distinguish at-grade from aerial segments. Refer to Figure 2.5 in Chapter 2 
of the Final EIS/EIR.  

SA-3-37 See responses to comments SA-3-7 and SA-3-24. The LPA will cross Caltrans rights-of-way at I-
710, I-105, SR-91, and I-605. An aerial structure is proposed at I-105, and the LPA will cross 
under I-710, SR-91, and I-605. The LPA will follow the Metro Rail Design Criteria or equivalent, 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Urban Design Report and the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Urban Design Guide. Caltrans will have the opportunity to review the 
design of the proposed structures within its right-of-way.  

Aesthetic treatment will not be provided where the alignment will cross under the I-710, SR-91, 
and I-605 freeways because the rail rights-of-way will not be visible within the Caltrans right-of-
way in these areas. 

SA-3-38 Vegetation outside of the project work limits will remain in place. Vegetation within the work 
limits will be replaced where there is sufficient room and will not conflict with the project 
components, such as railroad tracks. Landscaping and irrigation will follow the Metro Rail 
Design Criteria or equivalent criteria, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Urban 
Design Report and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Urban Design Guide. Trees 
removed within the historic district will be replaced at a 1:1 ratio. Design plans for project 
features within Caltrans right-of-way will be provided to Caltrans for review as design 
advances. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

SA-3-39 No soundwalls are proposed on the aerial structures within Caltrans right-of-way at I-105. 
Transparent soundwalls will be situated at the new infill station in the median of I-105. The I-
105/C Line Station Plans, included in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR, show the locations of 
the soundwalls at the station (see Sheet A6-201). Caltrans will have the opportunity to review 
the design of these soundwalls.  

No soundwalls are proposed at other Caltrans rights-of-way (i.e., I-710, SR-91, and I-605) as 
the alignment will cross under these freeways and soundwalls are not required. 

SA-3-40 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Section 5.7 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix T of 
the Draft EIS/EIR) were updated to include discussion of Caltrans facilities. Changes to 
drainage conditions within Caltrans rights-of-way due to construction of a new rail alignment 
will be site specific and dependent on the type of construction at each site.  

Section 4.11.1.1 under the subheading “State” was updated to reflect the Project will comply 
with the Caltrans Statewide Stormwater Permit. Section 4.11.3.1 was updated to clarify that 
project design features will meet Caltrans Stormwater Management Plan requirements. Low 
impact development design features would be implemented in compliance with Caltrans 
Stormwater Management Plan requirements and design standards to avoid and minimize 
impacts to water resources. Specific stormwater best management practices would be 
determined during the final design phase. 

Metro is committed to implementing these design features, which would ensure the project 
improvements within Caltrans rights-of-way would not result in adverse effects to water 
quality. Therefore, additional mitigation would not be required. 

SA-3-41 Chapter 7 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to reflect changes to agency status since the 
Draft EIS/EIR. Caltrans is identified as a cooperating agency in Section 7.2.2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

 
  

SA-24



��������	
���������������������	
���������������

�� !��"#��$�����%�&'��()��*)*(�((+()+*,�-.

/���0��

���.���
���0��

�.�&�%��
�%�1�-23��-23�&�%��
�%�

45���%�%���6��#
���	���������������%�%���6��#
���	�������������1�7
�#����86�
������

�86�
���7
�#��������������1�9	
�:�������������;9	
�:������������

�<=>�5!��),?�@�87�@�7
�#�
&�
%�6�A��	&�
%�B��#�C�@�����D*)(E),())E�F�A	��%��3����-��
�$�'$

)GH*IH*)*(

JKKL�MKNOPOQR

SK�PTUVWX�XK�VOY�ZK[X\]NO�̂P_P̀PKO�aN]V�bKWVb�KU]NVXPKÒ�VOLcKN�U[dbPW�̀Ve]XY�dY�Zfgh
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

California Highway Patrol – SA-1 

Comment ID Response 

SA-1-1 The comment regarding no impact to California Highway Patrol operations has been noted. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

California Public Utilities Commission – SA-2 

Comment ID Response 

SA-2-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

SA-2-2 Metro recognizes CPUC’s authority regarding highway-rail crossing safety. 

SA-2-3 Metro will comply with the applicable CPUC rules and regulations as design advances and 
through construction. 

SA-2-4 Metro will comply with the applicable CPUC General Orders as design advances and through 
construction. 

SA-2-5 Metro will comply with 49 CFR Part 674 as applicable. 

SA-2-6 The traffic analysis has been updated since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Specifically, as a 
result of coordination with the City of Huntington Park, the Malabar and Arbutus at-grade 
crossings will be closed to vehicular traffic across the tracks. Additionally, the Draft EIS/EIR 
identified the closure of the Albany Street and Rugby Avenue at-grade crossings; these 
crossings will now remain open. The locations of at-grade train crossing closures in the City of 
Huntington Park are identified in Project Measure TR PM-3 (Randolph Street Intersection 
Modifications) in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. Additionally, left-turn 
restrictions have been identified at several intersections in the City of Huntington Park and are 
identified in Project Measure TR PM-4 (Randolph Street Lane Reduction) in Section 3.5.1. 
Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter 
signals) will also be implemented to prevent vehicles from queueing onto the railroad tracks. 

The updated traffic analysis is presented in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. The 
LPA (previously evaluated as Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR) will result in adverse impacts 
at 19 intersections based on changes in level-of-service. Mitigation has been identified at 
intersections to minimize impacts to the extent feasible and includes adding left-turn lane(s), 
extending existing left-turn lane(s), adding a through lane, and/or converting stop-controlled 
intersections to signal-controlled. With implementation of mitigation, adverse effects will be 
fully mitigated in both peak periods at seven intersections.   

For the 12 locations where adverse effects will remain during one or both peak periods, 8 are 
along Randolph Street. Implementation of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) requires 
reducing the number of travel lanes on Randolph Street, which combined with train crossing 
activity, will result in adverse impacts at intersections. Additional mitigation is not feasible as 
right-of-way acquisitions would be required to accommodate additional travel lanes. Similarly, 
right-of-way acquisitions would be required to minimize adverse effects at the two 
intersections along Gage Avenue and the two intersections along Florence Avenue.    
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

SA-2-7 In response to comments received from, and coordination with, CPUC, additional analysis has 
been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional noise reduction 
measures, including: 

 Taller soundwall heights to further reduce operational light rail transit (LRT) and relocated
freight noise per Mitigation Measure NOI-1 (Soundwalls) and NOI-5 (Freight Track
Relocation Soundwalls).

 Extension of soundwalls to the pedestrian crossings to maximize noise-reduction benefits
for sensitive receptors near at-grade crossings.

 Implementation of Project Measures NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2
(Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance), which will reduce noise related to at-grade crossings.

The noise analysis presented in Sections 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR incorporates 
additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR and identifies additional noise 
reductions. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft 
EIS/EIR). 

The updates to the noise methodology, including implementation of Project Measures NOI 
PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) and updates to 
Mitigation Measures NOI-1 through NOI-5, resulted in an overall decrease in the number of 
moderate and severe impacts compared to the Draft EIS/EIR. Specifically, the number of LRT 
pass-by noise impacts after mitigation was reduced from 101 moderate and 59 severe impacts 
identified in the Draft EIS/EIR to 31 moderate and 4 severe impacts. Regarding relocated 
freight tracks, the number of relocated freight track noise impacts after mitigation was reduced 
from 37 moderate and 11 severe impacts identified in the Draft EIS/EIR to 38 moderate and 1 
severe impacts for the LPA. See also response to comment SA-2-10 for additional information 
regarding updates to the noise analysis.  

SA-2-8 Metro’s experience with mitigating groundborne vibration has been successful with the use of 
different trackwork designs such as ballast mats, resilient rail fasteners, and low impact frogs. 
The Final EIS/EIR identifies the location of sensitive land uses that could be affected by system 
operation. At those identified locations, a more detailed assessment will be conducted as 
design advances to confirm if the mitigation measures identified in Mitigation Measures VIB-1 
(Ballast Mat or Resilient Rail Fasteners) and VIB-2 (Low Impact Frogs) are needed to reduce 
vibration levels at affected vibration-sensitive locations and establish site-specific design 
parameters based on local geotechnical conditions. As shown in Table 4.7.10 of Chapter 4, 
Section 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR, with mitigation, 2 vibration-sensitive clusters will still 
experience LRT vibration impacts in the range of 1 VdB to 2 VdB greater than the impact 
criteria. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (State Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

SA-2-9 To satisfy the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, the analysis of 
cumulative effects considers the potential for effects that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance, in accordance with Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR 
Sections 1500 – 1508), which define effects as “changes to the human environment from the 
proposed action or alternatives that are reasonably foreseeable…and may include effects that 
are later in time or farther removed in distance from the proposed action or alternatives. 
Section 15355 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines defines 
cumulative impacts as “two or more individual impacts which, when considered together, are 
considerable or that compound or increase other environmental impacts.” CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15064(h)(1)) states, “‘Cumulatively considerable’ means that the incremental effects 
of an individual project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.” 
Chapter 4, Sections 4.21.3 and 4.21.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that impacts related to 
operational and construction transportation impacts, operational land use effects with respect 
to planned Class I bicycle paths, operational and construction noise impacts to sensitive 
receptors, and operational vibration impacts would be cumulatively considerable. Sections 
4.21.3 and 4.21.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that the Project would not result in significant 
cumulative parklands and community facility effects during operations or construction. 

SA-2-10 As noted in response to comment SA-2-7 in response to CPUC comments, Metro completed 
additional analysis and included additional project measures, such as bell shrouds and bell 
stop variances, that reduced the number and severity of noise impacts near grade crossings. 
Metro met with CPUC on March 7, 2023, to discuss the updated noise analysis and results. 
CPUC was provided a summary of the updated noise impacts and analysis assumptions at at-
grade crossing for further review. On April 4, 2023, CPUC notified Metro via email that it had 
no further comments on the noise analysis. This analysis was incorporated into Chapter 4, 
Section 4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report. The project measures (NOI PM-1, Crossing Signal 
Bells and NOI PM-2, Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) have been coordinated with CPUC but 
remain subject to CPUC’s final approval. 

Based on the updated analysis and coordination with CPUC, no additional grade separations 
are proposed in the Final EIS/EIR. Refer to the response to comment SA-2-6 regarding updates 
to grade crossing closures/openings and left-turn restrictions since the Draft EIS/EIR.  

SA-2-11 Metro has coordinated with CPUC at various points throughout development of the Draft 
EIS/EIR and continued coordination after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR to address 
comments received from CPUC and discuss design changes. Specifically, meetings occurred 
on May 17, 2022, August 15, 2022, and March 7, 2023. Additionally, a meeting occurred with 
CPUC and the City of Artesia on November 9, 2022. Metro also held a series of meetings with 
CPUC, Union Pacific Railroad, the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, and the City of 
Huntington Park in August and September 2023 regarding design at two at-grade crossings in 
the City of Huntington Park. Design modifications were made following those meetings. Metro 
looks forward to continued coordination with CPUC throughout the next phases of the design, 
field diagnostics, and construction process. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency) 

Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority – RA-4

Comment ID Response

RA-4-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-4-2 Thank you for your comment and interest in the Project.

RA-4-3 Consistent with the design in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will be located at-grade in the
public street right-of-way in the center of Randolph Street when it crosses over the Alameda 
Corridor. Only minor curb modifications are proposed within the Alameda Corridor right-of-
way. As-Builts for the existing Alameda Corridor aerial structure for Randolph Street have been
reviewed and the bridge has been designed to accommodate the original Cooper E-80 loading 
and HS 25-44 Truck loading. The existing design does not require structural changes to the 
Alameda Corridor. Metro met with a representative of the Alameda Corridor Transportation 
Authority on April 27, 2023, to provide an update on the Project. Metro will continue to 
coordinate with the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority as needed as design 
progresses.

RA-4-4 Freight operations along the San Pedro Corridor will not be affected by the Project. The freight 
alignment and storage tracks will be shifted to accommodate the Project’s light rail transit 
tracks. Construction will be phased to provide continuous freight operations to the extent 
practicable.

RA-4-5 Metro continues to coordinate with partner jurisdictions and authorities.

RA-4
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Gateway Cities Council of Government – RA-2

Comment ID Response

RA-2-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-2-2 The identified items are addressed individually where they appear in the attached materials 
and responses that follow.

RA-2-3 As part of the Project’s Purpose and Need described in Chapter 1, Section 1.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, Metro is dedicated to improving access for the densely populated neighborhoods,
major employment centers, and other key regional destinations where future growth is 
forecasted to occur within the Study Area. The Project will also address mobility and access 
constraints faced by transit-dependent communities and environmental justice communities. 

See response CR-FIN-1 regarding the 3 percent match and response CR-EJ-1 regarding 
environmental justice communities.

RA-2-4 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.22 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Environmental Justice (EJ) 
Affected Area is defined as the U.S. Census block groups that are located within or intersect 
the area within 0.25 mile of the alignments, parking facilities, and maintenance and storage 
facility (MSF) site, and within 0.5 mile of the proposed stations. This Affected Area follows
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) direction on EJ analysis and adequately describes the 
unique characteristics of the EJ Affected Areas of the Cities of Los Angeles (including the 
Central City North, Central City, and Southeast Los Angeles communities), Vernon,
Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, South Gate, Downey, Paramount, Bellflower, Artesia, and 
Cerritos, and the unincorporated Florence-Firestone community of LA County, identified in the 
Draft EIS/EIR. Section 4.22.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR details the demographic and 
socioeconomic characteristics of each city.

Metro is pursuing multiple avenues of funding to complete the Locally Preferred Alternative 
(LPA) and continues to coordinate with the partner jurisdictions. In addition, the LPA meets 
the Purpose and Need of the Project as described in the Draft EIS/EIR, in particular “Address 
mobility and access constraints faced by transit-dependent communities and environmental 
justice communities.”

RA-10



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-2-5 The Draft EIS/EIR and its supporting analysis included evaluation of the affected environment 
and existing conditions for each environmental topic evaluated. Acquisitions and 
displacements are discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and in greater 
detail in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Displacements and Acquisitions 
Impact Analysis Report (Appendix H to the Draft EIS/EIR). The supply of currently available 
replacement sites for business displacements within a 6-mile radius is sufficient to relocate 
nearly all displaced businesses. Metro will provide relocation assistance and compensation for 
all displaced businesses as required under the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act. 
Metro will also follow the policies and procedures contained within Metro’s acquisition and 
relocation policies and procedures. It is likely that some of the displaced jobs would be 
relocated within their local municipalities. The economic and fiscal analysis also found that 
redevelopment opportunities and construction jobs and construction-related spending will 
contribute to increasing tax revenues. Both the acquisition and displacement and economic 
and fiscal analyses were updated for the Final EIS/EIR to reflect refinements to the LPA. Refer 
to Sections 4.3 and 4.17, respectively, of the Final EIS/EIR for the updated analysis. As 
discussed therein, the LPA with the MSF will require 50 full acquisitions and will displace 
approximately 59 businesses. 

The Project will also comply with existing Metro policies and programs that support job 
creation and workforce development, including the Project Labor Agreement & Construction 
Careers Policy and Local Hire Program. These policies and programs encourage construction 
employment and training opportunities to those who reside in economically disadvantaged 
areas of Metro construction projects. See response CR-GEN-5 regarding the implementation 
and recommendation of feasible mitigation measures. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response

RA-2-6 Chapter 4, Section 4.10.2.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies common railroad corridor
contaminants as a hazardous material concern along the project corridor. In addition, Section 
4.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Hazardous Materials Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix S of the Draft EIS/EIR) identifies petroleum hydrocarbons, 
pesticides/ herbicides, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and heavy metals, including arsenic 
and lead, as common contaminants in railway corridors. Project Measures HAZ PM-5
(Property Assessment – Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessments [ESAs]), HAZ PM-7 
(Disposal of Groundwater), and HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and
Groundwater), discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, address effects 
associated with transporting contaminated soil and groundwater and details how 
contaminated soil and groundwater will be handled during construction.

Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, under the subheading “Project Measures” 
includes Project Measure HAZ PM-5 (Property Assessment – Phase I and II ESAs) which 
requires the assessment of land use history for each parcel/property that will be 
acquired/utilized for the Project, including the railroad corridor. HAZ PM-5 also states that the 
determination of parcels that require a Phase II ESA (i.e., soil, groundwater, soil vapor 
subsurface investigations) will be evaluated after the Phase I ESAs have been completed and 
will be based on the results of the Phase I ESAs. Suspected contaminated soils will be
managed through Project Measure HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and 
Groundwater) which states a Soil Management Plan and/or a Soil Reuse Management Plan
will be prepared and will include specifications regarding proper management and disposition 
of contaminated soils. The management of soil will be determined in consultation with the 
appropriate regulatory agencies and in accordance with applicable federal and/or state 
guidance. Suspected contaminated soil will either be profiled via laboratory analysis prior to 
disturbance or during construction. Once laboratory results are available, a determination of 
appropriate reuse or disposal options can be determined based on the concentrations of 
contaminants present in the soil. Landfills and recycling facilities that may be used could 
include, but are not limited to, Soil Safe Thermal Desorption Facility (Adelanto, CA), Waste 
Management Kettleman Hills Facility (Kettleman City, CA), CleanHarbors Buttonwillow
Landfill (Buttonwillow, CA), and Waste Management McKittrick Waste Landfill (McKittrick, 
CA). Haul routes for construction materials, including contaminated materials, will be 
identified as part of the Transportation Management Plan (TMP).

RA-2-7 See responses to comments RA-2-4 and RA-2-5, and CR-GEN-5 regarding the implementation 
and recommendation of feasible mitigation measures.

RA-2-8 The identified items included in the attachment are addressed individually where they appear 
in the attachment.

RA-2-9 The identified items are addressed individually in the responses that follow.

RA-2-10 The environmental analysis for the Project is included in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 of the Draft
EIS/EIR. Chapter 3 provides an evaluation of impacts to the transportation system, including 
traffic, transit, active transportation, parking, and freight. Chapter 4 includes the evaluation of
a variety of environmental topics. Section 4.19 includes the discussion of construction impacts 
for each environmental topic, including Communities and Neighborhoods (Section 4.19.3.2), 
Displacements and Acquisitions (Section 4.19.3.3), Economic and Fiscal Impacts (Section 
4.19.3.17), and Safety and Security (Section 4.19.3.18). Metro will continue to coordinate with 
the affected jurisdictions and local agencies in support of the Community Outreach Plan as 
required in Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan).

RA-12



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-2-11 With implementation of Mitigation Measure TRA-19 (Loss of Parking [Construction]), referred 
to as Mitigation Measure TRA-21 in Chapter 3, Section 3.7.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will 
coordinate with local jurisdictions to address the loss of public parking spaces during 
construction. As stated, “This could include, but not be limited to, restriping the existing street 
to allow for diagonal parking, reducing the number of restricted parking areas, phasing 
construction activities in a way that minimizes parking disruption, and adjusting the time 
limits for on-street parking.” 

Additionally, with implementation of TRA-18 (Transportation Management Plan(s) (TMPs)), 
(referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-20 in the Draft EIS/EIR), TMPs will be prepared to 
address potential impacts from construction activities on vehicular, transit, pedestrian, and 
bicycle access and mobility. Where Mitigation Measure TRA-18 is implemented, TMPs will be 
coordinated with local jurisdictions, agencies, and other potentially affected parties and will 
identify specific strategies, responsible parties for implementation, parties to be coordinated 
with, and implementation timing. 

RA-2-12 See Common Response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California 
Relocation Act. 

RA-2-13 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.2, under the subheading “Replacement and 
Relocation” of the Draft EIS/EIR, a gap analysis was “conducted to identify available 
replacement sites for lease and sale within each city and 6 miles of each affected property 
based on market conditions and vacancy as of June/July 2020. Table 4.3.7 [of the Draft 
EIS/EIR] summarizes the gap analysis, which determined that a sufficient number of 
comparable replacement sites may not be available within displacement cities, specifically for 
automotive businesses in the Cities of Los Angeles and South Gate. These uses may not be 
able to relocate within the same city; however, expanding the search to nearby cities shows 
that a sufficient number of replacement sites are available within 6 miles of the affected 
business.” Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR further discusses strategies to 
address complex relocation issues related to commercial and industrial businesses. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated based on refinements to the 
LPA and the gap analysis based on market conditions and vacancy as of June/July 2023. As 
discussed in Section 4.3.3.2 under the subheading “Replacement and Relocation” of the Final 
EIS/EIR, Table 4.3.5 summarizes the gap analysis, which determined that a sufficient number 
of comparable replacement sites may not be available within displacement cities, specifically 
for automotive businesses in the Cities of Los Angeles, South Gate, Cudahy, and Artesia; a 
food service and a hotel property in the City of Huntington Park; and a nursery property in the 
City of South Gate. Expanding the search to nearby cities shows that a sufficient number of 
replacement sites are available within 6 miles of the affected location for the automotive 
businesses in the Cities of Los Angeles, South Gate, Cudahy, and Artesia; and the food service 
business and hotel property in the City of Huntington Park. However, special property 
conditions, such as the nursery in the City of South Gate and the Hollywood Sports Paintball & 
Airsoft Park and Bellflower BMX business, may not be able to relocate within the city or within 
6 miles of the affected business. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.2, Section 4.3.3.4, 
and Section 4.3.36 of the Final EIS/EIR, Metro will provide relocation assistance and 
compensation for all identified eligible displaced businesses and residences as required under 
the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act. 
See Common Response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California 
Relocation Act. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-2-14 Metro transit projects, including the WSAB Project, assess potential noise impacts using the 
FTA Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018. Mitigation measures 
included for other Metro transit projects typically include soundwalls, special track work to 
reduce rail noise, and lubrication on curves to reduce wheel squeal. Mitigation measures for 
the Project, as described in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, include soundwalls, 
low-impact frogs for crossover noise, wheel squeal noise monitoring, traction power 
substation noise reduction measures, crossing signal bell shrouds, and the gate-down-bell-
stop variance. 

See Common Response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and 
proposed mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during construction and operation 
activities. 

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reduction measures. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
incorporates additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible 
additional noise reductions. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Report (previously Appendix M 
of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

In response to comments on the Draft EIS/EIR, and based on coordination with the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), Metro completed additional analysis and included 
additional project measures, such as bell shrouds NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI 
PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance), that reduced the number and severity of noise impacts 
near at-grade crossings. These project measures remain subject to CPUC approval. The 
updated analysis is reflected in Chapter 4, Section 4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and in the updated 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Report. 

RA-2-15 Metro encourages, supports, and recommends affected cities develop plans, goals, and 
development that incorporate bicycle facilities that connect with public transportation. 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans) will maintain 
connectivity of existing bicycle paths in the affected cities. As explained in Chapter 4, Section 
4.1.3.2, of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will continue to coordinate with the affected jurisdictions 
and local agencies to minimize the preemption of future development, goals, and plans within 
each of the affected jurisdictions. As part of this effort, Metro, as appropriate, will support 
preparation of amended language for each affected bicycle plan demonstrating that planned 
bicycle facilities could still achieve an individual city’s mobility and connectivity goals. 
However, because the process to amend bike plans is a local process, including public 
participation, the ultimate outcome and resolution of plan elements cannot be predicted. 
Metro will continue to encourage, support, and recommend that the affected cities develop 
plans, goals, and development that incorporate bicycle facilities that achieve the affected cities’ 
mobility and connectivity goals. 

RA-2-16 Metro continues to coordinate with partner jurisdictions. Refer to response CR-FIN-1 
regarding local contribution requirements. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-2-17 Metro will continue to actively work with the various cities along the LPA alignment to 
implement project measures and mitigation measures identified in the Draft and Final 
EIS/EIR. Metro will coordinate with city staff per executed Master Cooperative Agreements. 
The Master Cooperative Agreements provide cities the opportunity to review design packages 
and provide comments. 

Transportation Mitigation Measures TRA-1 through TRA-17 recommend specific roadway lane 
and/or traffic signal modifications at locations where traffic impacts were identified based on 
changes in level-of-service. Each of these mitigation measures are subject to the approval of 
the local jurisdiction(s), and design will continue to be coordinated with the jurisdiction(s) 
during future design phases. Transportation project measures are specific design features for 
the Project and have been coordinated with local jurisdictions during project development. 
Similar to mitigation measures, design of the project measures will continue to be coordinated 
in future design phases. Some project measures, such as TR PM-3 (Randolph Street 
Intersection Modifications) and TR PM-7 (Bellflower MSF entrance/exit driveway), are 
requests from local jurisdictions.  

New traffic signals are proposed at a number of locations along and near the LPA alignment. 
Metro will continue to work with the applicable jurisdiction to advance the design and 
implementation of traffic signals and adjustments to signal design and timing where required 
as part of a project measure or mitigation measure. 

RA-2-18 Bus connections at proposed stations will be considered as part of a bus connection interface 
study that will be conducted as design advances and prior to the start of revenue service. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Long Beach Transit – RA-13

Comment ID Response

RA-13-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-13-2 Metro acknowledges the conceptual plan for bus feeder routes provided by the commenter. 
Bus connections at proposed stations will be considered as part of a bus connection interface
study that will be conducted as design advances and prior to the start of revenue service. 
Metro will coordinate with Long Beach Transit in support of this study.

RA-13-3 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-4 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-5 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-6 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-7 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-8 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-9 See response to comment RA-13-2. 

RA-13-10 See response to comment RA-13-2.
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Office

RA-25



�� ��������	
�������
����
����	�������������������	��

�������������� !"� # $���%&'�%�()*+�,)+**+�-�./�0��%+*+(���1*��2+��3+4�-5+6+"�%��778  89�:.&�;*(�5�&"�<;�7##$ ��=�+��%&'�,)+**+>�� ������?@AB�ACDBC�CDC�EFCDGH�BFCDAIB�GJFFIKJF�LFJM@GB�KFCNB����������@DOIFJDP@DBCQ�IPLCGB�F@LJFB�GJPP@DBA�NFJP�GJRDBS�JN����QJA�CDT@Q@A�GHI@N�@U@GRBIO@�JNNIG@��V)+*W�4.X�Y.����.Z[\[*(��)��<.X*�4�.Y�:.&�;*(�5�&�<)[�Y�]̂�0X�[Z��1YY[0��_̀<.X*�4ab�+*�.��.��X*[�4��.���Z[�3�+*\���.Z[\��0.���*�&�.*��)��c�&���+*�+�;*+�d�+*0)�V�+*&[��<.��[\.��-�./�0��=�+Y��]*Z[�.*��*�+5�e��+0��f��.���_̀c�;d�=]efab'����V)��<.X*�4�)+&�0.��5���\�+���Z[�3�.Y��)��\.0X��*��+*\�Y.0X&�\�[�&�+���*�[.*�.*��)��YX�X���2+�\�*\+5����+�[.*�[*��)��<[�4�.Y�=.3*�4"�+&�[��[&�+\/+0�*���.�+�5+�(��<.X*�4�.3*�\���.����4"��)��f+*0).�:.&�;�[(.&��.X�)�<+��X&'��V)��0X���*��2+�\�*\+5����+�[.*�-5+*�\.�&�*.��[*0.��.�+���+*4�\�\[0+��\��+�W[*(�Y.��YX�X���%���.��[\��&�+*\�+&&X��&�+55��[\��&�3[55�5[Z��[*��)��[���\[+���+��+�.Y��)��&�+�[.*'��V)��<.X*�4�)[()54��*0.X�+(�&�%���.��.�3.�W���.+0�[Z�54�+*\�0.55+�.�+�[Z�54�3[�)��)��&X��.X*\[*(�0[�[�&"�=.3*�4�+*\��.X�)(+��"�+*\�:.&�;*(�5�&�<.X*�4��.�[\�*�[Y4�+�YX�X���5.0+�[.*�+*\�YX*\[*(�Y.��+�\�\[0+��\��+�W[*(�+��+��.��[*[�[6���.��*�[+5�YX�X���%���.��[\��&��+�W[*(��)�[��Z�)[05�&�.*���&[\�*�[+5�&�����&'��eY�4.X�)+Z��+*4�gX�&�[.*&���(+�\[*(��)�&��0.���*�&"��5�+&��0.*�+0��eZ+*�%+��)�3&��4���+[5�+��[�+��)�3&h0�.'5+0.X*�4'(.Z"�.���4���5��).*��+��_ $ib� # 8j! j'����[*0���54"����,]::k�lmenn"�%+*+(���%+&����-5+**[*(�=[Z[&[.*��,l>%cV>W���;��+0)��*���

opqrs�st�usvpwxyz{�|}~���p�����~���y��~����� ���������q�����~������r�us��t�qy�rq�o~����u~���~���� ��y�����t��r{|�p���q������u~���~���� �q�pr�s���p���{}~���u~���~�����swr|p��s�w�o����}�u~���~���� ��s{�z�w��sz�pz�o~��}�u~���~����
<.X*�4�.Y�:.&�;*(�5�&�GHI@N�@U@GRBIO@�JNNIG@�,�**��)��+)*��+55�.Y�;\�[*[&��+�[.*�j##�c�&��V���5��������"�f..��9$i"�:.&�;*(�5�&"�<+5[Y.�*[+�7##$ �_ $ib�79�8$$#$�)���>��0�.'5+0.X*�4'(.Z��

RA-12-2

RA-26



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Los Angeles County CEO’s Office – RA-12

Comment ID Response

RA-12-1 Metro has coordinated internally with its departments and all internal comments have been 
considered in project development.

RA-12-2 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding additional transit parking and the spillover parking analysis. 
The Transit Parking Study determined that the provision of parking facilities beyond what is 
proposed in the Draft EIS/EIR was not recommended. The spillover parking analysis has been 
updated in the Final EIS/EIR to include stations that do not provide transit parking. Table 3.20 
in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4 of the Final EIS/EIR notes that the projected 2042 transit parking 
demand at the Gardendale Station is approximately 200 spaces. At stations where transit 
parking is not provided, it is assumed that demand will shift to the stations with transit 
parking. The Firestone Station and I-105/C Line Station, which are the stations nearest to the 
Gardendale Station, are projected to have excess parking supply to accommodate a shift in 
demand. Additionally, on- or off-street parking impacts were not identified within the City of 
Downey. Off-street parking will not be removed within Los Angeles County or the City of 
Downey.

RA-27
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Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works – RA-8

Comment ID Response

RA-8-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-8-2 The comment regarding the Project is acknowledged.

RA-8-3 Metro will coordinate with Los Angeles County Public Works for proposed use of county
property.

RA-8-4 First/Last Mile (FLM) Planning considered existing FLM plans at proposed Locally Preferred
Alternative (LPA) stations. Local plans and projects were reviewed during a data compilation 
task, and relevant FLM projects formed the basis of the initial potential projects lists, along 
with input from City of LA and LA County during agency coordination meetings.

RA-8-5 It is presumed that the comment refers to Executive Order (EO) B39-77. Discussion of the EO 
and the Cobey-Alquist Floodplain Management Act have been included in Chapter 4, Section 
4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, under the subheading “State” and to Section 3.2.9 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix T of the Draft EIS/EIR). Metro will comply if state assistance subject to 
Executive Order B39-77 is received.

RA-8-6 The current LA County floodplain information was reviewed and Figure 4.11-3 in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.11.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR and Figure 4-3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix T of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) reflect the most current floodplain information. As discussed in Section 4.11.3.3 
Floodplains and in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources 
Impact Analysis Report in Section 5.3.4, the aerial LRT structures will be elevated above existing 
levees to limit impacts on floodwaters and the existing flood control channels. Therefore, there 
will be minimal impacts to the existing levees, and no increases in flood hazards are expected 
in these areas.

RA-8-7 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 under the heading “Federal” of the Draft EIS/EIR includes a 
discussion on the Section 408 Permit review and approval requirements by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE). Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 under the subheading “Regional” of 
the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 3.3.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report was revised to include text reflecting that the Los 
Angeles River channel, Rio Hondo Channel, and San Gabriel River channel are maintained by 
the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD) and construction and operation of 
the LPA will require approval by the LACFCD.

RA-8-8 Requirements of 44 Code of Federal Regulations 60 are discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1 
of the Draft EIS/EIR. Metro will comply with these requirements, as it is expected that the LA 
County Flood Control District and USACE will make compliance with these requirements 
conditions of approval during the design phase of the Project.

RA-32



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-8-9 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR discusses the low impact development (LID) 
strategies the Project will use to maintain pre-development drainage patterns(e.g., not to 
exceed pre-development storm water discharge rates). Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.11 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR discusses the strategies to be used during construction to minimize impacts to 
existing drainage patterns.  

Additional discussion was added to Chapter 3, Section 3.3.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report to clarify that LACFCD 
permits require drainage patterns to be maintained during construction and that work must be 
conducted outside the storm season. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, under the subheading “Regional” was 
updated to include the LACFCD and permitting requirements for modifications to county flood 
control facilities. Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.11 under the subheading “Locally Preferred 
Alternative” of the Final EIS/EIR was updated to include discussion of the requirements to 
coordinate with both USACE and LACFCD to obtain permits for construction of facilities 
owned by these agencies. Metro is committed to coordinating with LACDPW and USACE 
during the final design and permitting. As part of the permit process, the final construction 
schedule will be subject to review. Metro will comply with these requirements, as it is expected 
that LA County Flood Control District and USACE will make compliance with these 
requirements conditions of approval during the design phase of the Project. 

RA-8-10 The hydraulic analysis uses flow profiles provided directly by LACFCD in 2017. These flows are 
discussed in detail in Section 5.2 of Appendices A, B, and C of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report. Data sources are identified 
in Table 5-4 in Chapter 5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water 
Resources Impact Analysis Report. See also response to comment RA-8-6. 

RA-8-11 See responses to comments RA-8-7 through RA-8-10. 

RA-8-12 The comment regarding LACFCD storm drains is acknowledged. Metro will comply with 
LACFCD Guidelines for Overbuilding and Air Rights, as applicable. Metro will comply with 
these requirements, as it is expected that LACFCD will make compliance with these 
requirements conditions of approval during the design phase of the Project. 
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Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning – RA-5

Comment ID Response
RA-5-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 

EIS/EIR.

RA-5-2 The comment regarding the benefits of the Project is acknowledged.

RA-5-3 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA).
Alternative 3 was identified as the LPA, which includes a northern terminus at the Slauson/A 
Line Station.

RA-5-4 The comment regarding the County’s planning efforts is acknowledged. 

RA-5-5 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking.
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Joint: Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation & Los Angeles Department 
of City Planning (Edward Guerrero Jr.)
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Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Los Angeles Department of City Planning – RA-6

Comment ID Response

RA-6-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-6-2 This comment summarizes the commenter’s understanding of project information.

RA-6-3 The comment was written prior to the start of Regional Connector service. Operations on the
Metro A (Blue) Line have changed with the opening of the Regional Connector. Additionally, 
Metro continues to monitor operation of the A Line and explore ways to minimize impacts to 
the operation of the line.

The Slauson/A Line Station and WSAB alignment were designed to avoid operational impacts 
to A Line trains, as the two lines will operate on separate tracks. Additionally, the stations 
between the two lines will be connected by two pedestrian bridges in order to disperse riders 
transferring between the lines, thereby minimizing dwell times and impacts to reliability
related to the increased transfer activity. As the Slauson/A Line Station is the northern
terminus of the LPA, it is not anticipated that the LPA would affect operation of the A Line 
where the line is street running between the 7th Street and Washington Street stations.

The ridership information included in the Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Transportation Impact Analysis Report reflects conditions in the horizon year of 
2042, inclusive of changes in the transportation network (including the Regional Connector) 
and growth in population and employment. The WSAB Project will begin revenue service in 
2035. Ridership levels on the A Line at the start of WSAB revenue service would be subject to a 
number of factors, including headways on both the WSAB and the A Lines, population and 
employment in the service area, and travel patterns and demand. These variables are subject
to change by the start of revenue service compared to current conditions. Additionally, it is 
unknown to what degree the lingering effects of the COVID pandemic may still affect ridership 
levels in 2035. Therefore, the potential for WSAB to impact ridership on the A Line such that it 
would affect the overall performance of that line is unknown and speculative.

Metro routinely monitors ridership on lines to determine if passenger loads (defined as the 
number of passengers per vehicle) during peak periods exceed established thresholds. These 
thresholds consider the design of the vehicle, including the space available for standing or 
sitting. If loads are exceeded, Metro identifies means to shift the demand to other transit 
services (such as by introducing a bus route that parallels the rail line) or to accommodate the 
demand (for instance, increasing headways). Metro will monitor passenger loads on the A
Line after the start of revenue service of WSAB. If the thresholds applicable at that time are 
exceeded, Metro will identify ways to accommodate the demand to avoid impacts to the 
operation of the A Line. It should be noted that ridership forecasting conducted by Metro in 
support of planning for the WSAB Project shows increased ridership for the A Line as a result
of opening of the LPA, but the increased peak hour loads fit within the loads standard for the 
planned A Line service.

RA-6-4 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and study of a future extension to 
LA Union Station, inclusive of Little Tokyo. Although access to jobs, activity centers, and 
transfer points is informative to the LPA decision, there are other considerations in the 
identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA), including cost and satisfying stated 
project goals.

RA-47



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response

RA-6-5 In compliance with California Senate Bill 743, an analysis focused on vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) was completed for the WSAB Project for purposes of California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and documented in Chapter 3, Section 3.6.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As discussed in 
Section 3.6.2, the overall guidance is that transportation projects will have a less than
significant project impact if they reduce VMT. Agencies are given “broad discretion” to select 
the methodology for analysis, or even apply a qualitative approach. The assessment for this 
CEQA requirement is focused on the forecasted change in VMT with the Project. The Project 
will have a less than significant impact because VMT will be reduced under both the existing 
and horizon year scenarios, and mitigation will not be required. Using the regional travel 
demand model (six-county Southern California Association of Governments region), VMT was 
assessed for the LPA (evaluated as Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR). VMT will be reduced 
with implementation of the LPA, as shown in Table 3.48, in Section 3.6.2.

RA-6-6 Refer to the response to comment RA-6-5.

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.6.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the LPA will be consistent with
plans, ordinances, and policies addressing the circulation system for transit, roadway, bicycle, 
and pedestrian facilities, as summarized in Table 3.47.

The LPA will not preempt the development and implementation of proposed bicycle paths 
within the LADOT jurisdiction. Chapter 3, Section 3.6.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR acknowledges the 
LPA could preempt the future development and implementation of several proposed bicycle 
paths within the Cities of Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, and South Gate, and significant 
impacts associated with applicable programs, plans, ordinances, or policies will occur. Metro 
will continue coordination efforts with these cities to minimize potential impacts to the future 
implementation of the planned bike trails identified in their general plans and/or bike and trail 
master plans. Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans) will be effective to 
maintain continuity in the bike trails within the Cities of Huntington Park, Bell, Cudahy, and 
South Gate, which will further improve mobility in the four cities so that the Project will be 
consistent with applicable land use plans and policies. Even with implementation of
Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans), the LPA could result in a significant 
and unavoidable impact because the process to amend bike plans is a local process, including 
public participation, and the ultimate outcome and resolution of plan elements cannot be 
predicted. Therefore, significant and unavoidable impacts will occur, and Mitigation Measure 
LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans) is required. These areas are not within the City of Los 
Angeles.

RA-6-7 The year 2017 was used for the existing conditions analysis as that was the year the Notice of 
Preparation was filed, initiating the CEQA process. In that year, LADOT’s 2016 Transportation
Impact Study Guidelines were the current guidelines. From the guidelines, the Level-of-Service 
guidelines were applied to complete the traffic operations analysis in the National 
Environmental Policy Act sections of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR.

See response to comment RA-6-3 regarding future operating conditions of the Metro A (Blue) 
line.

RA-6-8 In January 2022, the Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 as the LPA, but LA Union 
Station was identified as the ultimate northern terminus for the corridor. Alternative 3 is 
identified as the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. The northern terminus for the LPA is the Slauson/A 
Line Station, and closures of Long Beach Avenue and 14th Street will not occur as part of the 
LPA. A separate study is being completed to determine cost-effective alignments between LA
Union Station and the Slauson/A Line Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo.
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Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response

RA-6-9 See responses to comments RA-6-3 and RA-6-4 regarding passenger loads on the A Line. 

No changes to operating plans on other rail lines are proposed with implementation of the
LPA.

Table 3-15 in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS/EIR presents the change in daily boardings along other 
Metro lines in 2042. Increases in daily boardings will be under 1 percent for all other Metro 
lines and will not strain the overall Metro network.

RA-6-10 See response to comment RA-6-3 and RA-6-9.

RA-6-11 Transit trips (ridership) for each of the alternatives discussed in the Draft EIS/EIR are included
in Chapter 3, Table 3.20 in the Draft EIS/EIR. As shown in that table, approximately 793,000 
daily fixed-guideway trips are projected on Metro in 2042 with the LPA (Alternative 3 in the 
Draft EIS/EIR). If Alternative 1 or Alternative 2 was to be implemented, that number would be 
approximately 804,000 or 806,000 trips, respectively. See also response to RA-6-3.

RA-6-12 See response CR-GEN-1 and response to comment RA-6-3. A financially constrained funding 
plan is currently not available for the extension to LA Union Station north of the Slauson/A 
Line Station. A separate study is being completed to analyze more cost-effective alignments to 
reach LA Union Station.

RA-6-13 As part of the study authorized by the Metro Board in January 2022, Metro is identifying 
potential interim connections for riders seeking to travel between the LPA terminus at the
Slauson/A Line Station and LA Union Station. Additionally, riders wishing to travel to 
downtown LA can also transfer to the A Line at the Slauson/A Line Station.

RA-6-14 Approximately $400 million of the Central Cities’ portion of Measure M funds is reserved. 

RA-6-15 See response CR-GEN-1 and response to comment RA-6-12. The LPA will serve downtown via
transfer at the Slauson/A Line Station to the A Line.

RA-6-16 The comment regarding mobility services in Downtown L.A. is acknowledged.

RA-6-17 See response to comment RA-6-4. As one of Los Angeles’s densest population and 
employment areas, Downtown LA currently has the highest concentration of both fixed
guideway and bus transit service in the region and will continue to do so into the future. The 
WSAB Project will provide new transit access to and from the corridor cities to downtown LA 
through transfer to the A (Blue) Line.

RA-6-18 See response to comment RA-6-12. Metro recognizes the City of Los Angeles’s goals for the 
Downtown Los Angeles Mobility Investment Plan and is interested in coordination for future 
planning of a transit connection between the Slauson/A Line Station and LA Union Station.

RA-6-19 See response to comment RA-6-18. The Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 as
the LPA, but LA Union Station was identified as the ultimate northern terminus of the corridor.
VMT will be reduced by the LPA as shown in Table 3.48 in Chapter 3, Section 3.6.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR.

Metro will coordinate with LADOT as applicable regarding LADOT’s Connectivity Platform
Tool as it relates to the Project.

RA-6-20 The development of the Transportation Management Plan(s) will begin during the design 
phase of the Project with input from the applicable jurisdictional agencies and the plan applied
during construction. Metro will coordinate with LADOT as applicable for potential effects to 
LADOT facilities.
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Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-6-21 See response CR-GEN-1. The LPA is Alternative 3 from the Draft EIS/EIR, with refinements 
made in response to stakeholder coordination and comments on the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Alternative 3 was identified as the Staff Preferred Alternative in the Draft EIS/EIR. Emergency 
access was fully evaluated for all alternatives, including Alternative 3, in the Draft EIS/EIR. The 
analysis was summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and in the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Safety and Security Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix F of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 under the subheading “Emergency Response Services” 
in the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will coordinate with involved fire and police departments to 
address fire/life safety and security for the proposed alignment, parking facilities, and station 
areas within their respective jurisdictions. A comprehensive emergency preparedness plan that 
can be integrated with emergency service providers, local jurisdictional emergency response 
plans, and Metro’s existing emergency procedures will be developed for operation of the 
Project, as required by FTA. Metro, in coordination with local jurisdictions, will develop traffic 
management plans to reduce delays in response times for emergency service providers. Gate 
operations at at-grade crossings will be configured per California Public Utilities Commission 
standards as part of the Project and the traffic mitigation measures. 

RA-6-22 See response to comment RA-6-3 and RA-6-9. 

RA-6-23 See response CR-GEN-1 and response to comment RA-6-18. No construction activities will 
occur north of the Slauson/A Line Station as part of the LPA. 

RA-6-24 The LPA will not require the cul-de-sac mentioned in the comment. Metro will coordinate with 
LADOT regarding design of an extension north of the Slauson/A Line Station at the time such 
an extension advances. 

RA-6-25 See response to comment RA-6-24. 

RA-6-26 As identified in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR, implementation of the LPA will 
require the removal of 15 parking spaces on Long Beach Avenue within the City of Los 
Angeles. As discussed in Section 5.4.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR), there 
is sufficient capacity on adjacent streets to accommodate the parking demand, and any 
circulation on local roads to find parking will be minimal. Additionally, with implementation of 
Mitigation Measure TRA-22 (Parking Mitigation Program [Permanent]), discussed in Chapter 
3, Section 3.5.2.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will coordinate with local jurisdictions to address 
the physical loss of public parking spaces resulting from implementation of the LPA (this 
measure is referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Parking Mitigation Program 
[Permanent]) in the Final EIS/EIR). This could include, but not be limited to, restriping the 
existing street to allow for diagonal parking, reducing the number of restricted parking areas, 
and adjusting the time limits for on-street parking. Metro will coordinate with city staff per an 
executed Master Cooperative Agreement. The Master Cooperative Agreements provide cities 
the opportunity to review design packages and provide comments. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR also included a discussion of property 
acquisitions related to land use compatibility. As discussed in this section, property 
acquisitions will not conflict with other uses in the surrounding area, physically divide an 
established community, change, or impair the function of surrounding uses, or create new 
land use incompatibilities. 

RA-6-27 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA. See response CR-GEN-7 regarding 
Alternative 2. See response to comments RA-6-12 and RA-6-19. 

RA-6-28 Refer to the response to comments RA-6-14 and RA-6-18. 
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Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-6-29 The individual access and circulation comments are addressed individually in the prior 
responses. Metro continued coordination with partner jurisdictions after circulation of the 
Draft EIS/EIR in support of the Final EIS/EIR, and the outcome of the coordination is reflected 
in these responses.  
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Los Angeles Metro (Service Planning) – RA-11

Comment ID Response

RA-11-1 Metro has coordinated internally with its departments and all comments have been 
considered in project development.

Existing conditions information in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR is noted as representing 2017, 
which was the date the Notice of Preparation was filed, unless otherwise noted. The analysis 
also considered a 2042 horizon year, which was based on the transportation network as
identified in the 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy. 
Text has been modified where applicable in the Final EIS/EIR to clarify the date of existing 
conditions.

Detailed design of each station, including configuration of bus transfer areas, will be refined as 
design advances and prior to the start of revenue service. Additionally, Metro will undertake a 
bus-rail interface study prior to the start of revenue service to determine if adjustments are 
needed to existing or planned bus routes to align with the service provided by the new rail 
transit line.
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RA-1-1

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California – RA-1

Comment ID Response

RA-1-1 No response needed

RA-1-2 The comment regarding the referenced correspondence letter is acknowledged.

RA-1-3 Metro will coordinate with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as applicable
as design of the Project advances and utility plans, including for protection in place, are 
developed. For additional information, refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.19.2.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR.

RA-1-4 Metro will submit applicable construction specifications to the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California prior to the start of construction.

RA-1-5 Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 in the Final EIS/EIR contains additional analysis related to 
construction vibration effects on underground utilities, including protective impact criteria for
such utilities.

RA-1-6 Metro will coordinate with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to identify
load-restricted locations.

RA-1-7 Metro will coordinate with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as applicable
as design of the Project advances. This includes potholing as part of the development of utility 
plans.

RA-1-8 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA.

RA-1-9 The comment regarding the Project is acknowledged.

RA-1-10 Feeders identified are underground and generally not affected by the Project. Where the
feeders do cross the LPA, the LPA alignment will be at grade or in an aerial configuration. 
These pipelines have been identified and will be considered as design progresses.

RA-1-11 Metro will coordinate with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as applicable 
as design of the Project advances. Plans that affect Metropolitan Water District right-of-way or 
its facilities will be shared for review and coordination.

RA-1-12 Refer to the responses to comments RA-1-5 and RA-1-11.

RA-1-13 Metro will coordinate with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as applicable
as design of the Project advances and utility plans are developed. As-built information on 
existing utilities will be confirmed as design progresses.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Orange County Transportation Authority – RA-7

Comment ID Response

RA-7-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-7-2 The Federal Transit Administration published the Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal 
Register on July 26, 2017, pursuant to the requirements of the National Environmental 
Protection Act. Prior to the NOI publication, Metro issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on
May 25, 2017, pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. Based 
on the timing of the NOI and NOP publication, the required environmental baseline 
socioeconomic growth projections were established in July 2017. The existing conditions 
assessment was based on best available data available from either 2016 or 2017, depending
on availability. To maintain consistency, the 2016/2017 baseline data was not modified in the 
Final EIS/EIR, unless new data was collected to support analyses. Routes 701 and 721 were in 
operation in 2017 and are correctly included as part of existing conditions. The title of Figure 
1-5 was updated to include 2017 to clarify the timeframe the information reflects.

The introduction to Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR provides further discussion of the
unchanged baseline year 2017 for the Final EIS/EIR.

RA-7-3 See response to comment RA-7-2

RA-7-4 A new header has been added to Table 5.13 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Final
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) to separate 
Orange County Transportation Authority routes from other agency routes.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Port of Long Beach – RA-9

Comment ID Response

RA-9-1  The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-9-2 Metro recognizes the Port’s dependence on freight rail.

RA-9-3 The Port of Long Beach’s support for the Project is noted.

RA-9-4 The Project will not affect the ability of the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority to use
the San Pedro Branch right-of-way. Existing tracks and through-connections will be maintained 
or replaced to provide equivalent capabilities of the existing tracks, where feasible. 
Modifications to freight tracks have been coordinated with Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) and 
the Ports during meetings since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR.

RA-9-5 Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro completed a study of changes to the light rail 
transit (LRT) alignment to accommodate a second mainline track. The study concluded that
refinements to the LRT to accommodate a second mainline track would substantially increase 
the cost of the Project and therefore was determined infeasible. This study was shared with the 
Port of Long Beach and Port of Los Angeles in January 2023 and concurrence was received on 
the findings.

The WSAB Project has been designed for forward compatibility with identified projects in the 
corridor. Metro has not received design requirements for potential future freight track 
expansion; therefore, Metro is unable to confirm compatibility. Analysis of potential conflicts 
would be speculative without the design requirements for future planned services.

RA-9-6 As part of regularly scheduled monthly meetings, Metro has regularly coordinated with the
Port of Los Angeles and Port of Long Beach since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR.

The comment regarding property transition being subject to the review and approval
processes is noted. The acquisition process is independent of the National Environmental 
Policy Act and California Environmental Quality Act processes. Discussions have begun on the 
type of acquisition, but acquisitions will not occur until after the issuance of the Record of 
Decision.

RA-9-7 The comment regarding use of right-of-way is acknowledged. Coordination with the Port of 
Long Beach will continue as design advances.

RA-9-8 Metro has regularly coordinated with the Port of Los Angeles and Port of Long Beach since 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Coordination has included discussion on design of the Project
and realignment of the existing freight tracks. Refer to the response to comment RA-9-4 
regarding the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority.

RA-9-9 The 20-foot track separation has been discussed in meetings with the UPRR, the California 
Public Utilities Commission, and the joint Ports since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. The 20-
foot separation has been determined acceptable. In February 2024, Metro executed an initial 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with UPRR, the Port of Long Beach, the Port of LA, 
and the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority (ACTA) to memorialize key project 
components, including horizontal and vertical clearances, with the understanding that the 
parties will work together to form consensus and provide recommendations on terms and 
conditions that will be included in the ultimate agreement(s), also known as the Construction 
and Maintenance Agreement.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response

RA-9-10 The text refers to the location of the LRT tracks within the San Pedro subdivision. LRT tracks
will be on the east side of the subdivision, while the freight tracks will be relocated toward the 
west along the subdivision. This design has been coordinated, reviewed, and shared with 
UPRR and the joint Ports since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. The summary of the 
September 11, 2018, meeting has been updated in Chapter 7, Section 7.5.3 of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-9-11 Metro will maintain the area within Metro right-of-way. Metro has a graffiti program that 
requires removal of graffiti within 24 hours of when it is reported. In addition, the Metro Rail
Design Criteria requires a graffiti-resistant coating to furnishings and surfaces to prevent 
graffiti. Additional language regarding Metro’s littering, dumping, and graffiti programs has 
been incorporated into Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and in Chapter 5, 
Sections 5.2.7 and 5.4.7 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Safety and 
Security Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix F of the Draft EIS/EIR). While it is not 
anticipated there will be added trespassing, encampments, dumping, or graffiti generated 
from the Project, these issues will continue to be considered as design continues to advance 
for the Project.

RA-9-12 Metro has responsibility to address impacts created by construction or operation of the LRT 
project. Where new impacts will occur as a result of freight track relocation to accommodate 
the LRT project, those impacts have been treated as project impacts and Metro’s
responsibility. As such, the LPA includes mitigation, such as soundwalls, for impacts 
associated with relocated freight tracks, where mitigation is feasible. Alternatively, impacts 
related to operation of the existing system, or effects from operation on relocated tracks that 
would also have occurred with the tracks remaining in their current location, including any 
effects related to future changes in freight operations independent of the LRT project, would 
continue to be the responsibility of the freight rail operator.

RA-9-13 Metro staff met with ACTA on April 27, 2023, to provide a project update. Refer to response to 
RA-9-9 regarding the initial MOU and ongoing coordination. Metro will continue to coordinate 
with UPRR, the Port of Long Beach, the Port of LA, and ACTA throughout design and
construction of the Project, as applicable.

 

  

RA-102



��������	
��������������	
��������������������� �!"����#
��$���%&���'�%�()&*)+'�,-.���/��		���-���	���/��		�-�0�����	���12��3!�!������4�	���43!�!����������������5�/��	!
���-��!6���-/��	!
�������������5�3��$76��8��	���83��$76������������5�9���:�!�����/������/9���:�!���������������5�9�		�	��9��!6�99�		�	������������5�;��������$�!	����;����������������5�;!<��!
����	!�������;!<��!
������������58=�9���!
����8=�9���!
���������������>?@�2���A���������-�����8�)�B�6����	���,	��;��	
��4��	6!��9���!"���C��<�
�C���6��6�����������
��"���������	�$����D��D�����C�����D�A�6�,	����6��8����=6������!E!6!�	��-6�/��		��������"
����:!���D����:�!	�����0�!���,	��F7�6�!�	6�
�	�$��6�	�����-��!6��/��	!
����0G��	!
����������������

RA-10
Port of Los Angeles

RA-10-1

RA-103



����������	
������������������������������� ! � "#$%&�'(�)��"��*�+,���'�+���'�#�)�,+"-�./��0123453416�23%7380&���99999999999999999999999999999999999:;<=>?@<A>BC>AD�E;A>F@99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999GH>I�@C@FAJ;<>F�K@IIBL@�AJB<IK>II>;<�F;<AB><I�><=;JKBA>;<�=J;K�AH@�M;JA�;=�N;I�O<L@C@IP�QH>FH�KBD�R@F;<=>?@<A>BCS�T=�D;U�BJ@�<;A�AH@�><A@<?@?�J@F>V>@<AP�R@�BQBJ@�AHBA�B<D�?>IFC;IUJ@P�F;VD><LP�?>IAJ>RUA>;<�;JUI@�;=�AH@�F;<A@<A�;=�AH>I�><=;JKBA>;<�>I�VJ;H>R>A@?S�T=�D;U�HBW@�J@F@>W@?�AH>I�F;KKU<>FBA>;<�><�@JJ;JPVC@BI@�<;A>=D�UI�>KK@?>BA@CD�RD�@9KB>C�B<?�?@C@A@�AH@�;J>L><BC�K@IIBL@�B<?�B<D�BAABFHK@<A�Q>AH;UAJ@B?><L�;J�IBW><L�><�B<D�KB<<@JSEXGT:YZ�GH>I�F;KKU<>FBA>;<�B<?�B<D�BAABFHK@<AI�[\AH>I�K@IIBL@\]�KBD�F;<AB><�><=;JKBA>;<�QH>FH�>I�VJ>W>C@L@?P�F;<=>?@<A>BCP�VJ;VJ>@ABJD;J�;AH@JQ>I@�IUR̂@FA�A;�J@IAJ>FA@?�?>IFC;IUJ@�U<?@J�BVVC>FBRC@�CBQS�GH>I�K@IIBL@�>I�=;J�AH@�I;C@�UI@�;=�AH@�><A@<?@?�J@F>V>@<A[I]S�O<DU<BUAH;J>_@?�UI@P�?>IFC;IUJ@P�W>@Q><LP�F;VD><LP�BCA@JBA>;<P�?>II@K><BA>;<�;J�?>IAJ>RUA>;<�;=P�;J�J@C>B<F@�;<P�AH>I�K@IIBL@�>I�IAJ>FACDVJ;H>R>A@?S�T=�D;U�HBW@�J@F@>W@?�AH>I�K@IIBL@�><�@JJ;JP�;J�D;U�BJ@�<;A�B<�BUAH;J>_@?�;J�><A@<?@?�J@F>V>@<AP�VC@BI@�<;A>=D�AH@�I@<?@J>KK@?>BA@CD�RD�J@VCD><L�A;�AH>I�K@IIBL@P�?@C@A@�AH>I�K@IIBL@�B<?�BCC�F;V>@I�=J;K�D;UJ�@9KB>C�IDIA@K�B<?�?@IAJ;D�B<D�VJ><A@?�F;V>@IS�9NOYK̀ H̀ _?a_bCGc=Bd̀ LIeVRfC

RA-104



�

�

����������������	
����	�� � � � � ����������������������������� � � � � � � � �������������������������������������� ��!�������������"���#�������$�%��&������'��������(����'���������#%������&������)���*�&� ��+����,��--����
��"���#��������$#�-	����.��������������/���01234567�89:6�9;�<90�=>?4<40�59@@4>60�9>�A:=;6�4>BC:9>@4>6=<�C@8=56�06=64@4>6D4>BC:9>@4>6=<�C@8=56�:489:6�;9:�@46:9E0�F406�0=>6=�=>=�2:=>5G�6:=>0C6�59::CA9:�8:93456��(���H�&�%�I��������''���%���&����'�����������������������J����������#���K������(�������$�������� ��!����L ��!���M���J�����*���������+���������&�����I�����I������ ��!���������N'����������*��������N������������������������������II���������������� ��!�����N��%������*��������H����������''���%���&����������OPQRS�TUS�VWXT�WY�ZW[�\]̂SPS[_�̀WaaS]T[�W]�TUS� ��!������ 	��b������I�J�&�b�c%�������������#���������� d�$�������'���������I������������I�*�&���c%�����I������� ��!��������!�����&��*�����&����� �����I�"���#�������L �"#M����� �����I�"����K�����L�����������&�� ����M��(��� ���������I��%�������'��������������'�������������'�����I��������'��!�����#���%����'������I%��������'��'���&���'�������������������������I�*�&���c%����������N���������������������N�����������������������������I�����!������*����'��'���&���c%�����I�������� ��!��������*���������'�����I���������'����������%���&���(����&'���I���c%�������������������'�������(����'���������#%������&�L�����M����H��L�����I������'�����c%��������������������������������'����&�������%���������������M�����������������������I����������������������(����II������������I���&�'��'���&�����������������%�!�������I%������'��������I����������*������''������'�����������c%������&�����"���#�������$��&�$�����������#��������������$���������%������I��''�������&�����K������I�e������$�����������������"���#�������$��&�$�%�������I��''���������f%������� �"#�������������������%�!����������'�������*��������(���������(�%���#���� �����I�"����K�����'���%����&��������������''������'�������������

RA-10-2

RA-10-3

RA-105



����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
��������������	������������������������������������
����������������������������������	������������������������������������������������������������ !"�#$%& '�(")$*+"*,-�.//0)"���1����������2��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������
�������������������������������������������2���������3����������������2�����������	���������������������
��������������������
����������������������������2����4�����������	567�����������
����������������������������������2���������������
�
��
��������������������������������������������
�������4��������
�����������������������������������������4�����
���������������
������4������������������������������������8���	����9����������:�������	567������������������:������������������������
�	������������8����7
�������;������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�������������
�������������
��<�������������	�������=��������������>����	�������?������;�����;���������	���������2����4�����������������
��������
�@��������������������������������������������8��������A�������5�������
�7
���������� 	������������8����7
�������������������B����2�����;�ACCD;�2��������������
�>����	�������?�������=�����;���>�������������EF8�����F;G�����=������6��7�
����;������
�2����������
������9������H��2��=�����������������	�����6��7�
�����EF	567FG;���������=������6�
�9����;������
�2����������
������9������H��2��=�����������EF	569FG�E�����������;�F���������FG��67�7
��������IAJAD�� ��	567���4����������������������8���	����9������?�
�����K���E?5KG�E����<���������L������G������������2��������2�������������
�����������������7�������=�������������������7���������1�������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������7�������=����������;�2��������
������������������������������������������������	�����������	567���4�������������������������������������������������������������$/�MN,�O" P""&� !"�/*"0Q! �R&+�S0Q! �*R0S� *R)T-�������������������������2����������� ��1��������������������������������������@��������
������������������������:��������������������;�	567���4������������������������������	������������4��������������������������������������������� ��	567����:������������������2��������������������:�������	���U���
��������������������������� ���

RA-10-4

RA-10-5

RA-10-6

RA-10-7

RA-10-8

RA-10-9

RA-10-10

RA-106



����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
���������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������� ��������������
����������!�������"�!�����#����������������������
�����������#������$����������������%������&���������%������������
�����������������������%���������'�����%��#����%����#���(���#��������	)*+���'�����������������������#���(���#�������������������
��������������� ��	����##��������#�����������'�����������%�#�������������������+���#���������������(%�	)*+���'��������+##�����������	���	������,+		-���$���+		�����(������������������(���������������.�����#�.��#�������#�������
������
��##�������/�%#�����������#�����������������#����������0����%�1����#�#���%�1������'���������#�������##������������������#���(��������%���������%���������%�'�������!�#���������������������������������������!��������������
���������������� ����������!�����&������2#������
�������������%!�������3+�*���4� 5+ �)���#��%��6�������������������.��.��1�7.8��8������8+�	�*+������9�������+��:�����*������.�� $�%�7�����!�	�����*��+�
����!���#��%��6����������������� ��������������!�	�����*��+�
����!� ������������  �
����7�(��!�	�����*��+�
����!� ���������������%�����1��
��!�	�����*��+�
����!�7����������������������!�	�����*��+�
����!������������������
������

RA-10-11

RA-10-12

RA-107



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Port of Los Angeles – RA-10

Comment ID

RA-10-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-10-2 Refer to the following responses to comments below.

RA-10-3 As part of regularly scheduled monthly meetings, Metro has coordinated with the Port of Los
Angeles (POLA) and Port of Long Beach since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. This 
coordination has included in-person sessions discussing a range of topics. Right-of-way plans 
have been shared with the joint Ports.

The comment regarding property transition being subject to review and approval processes is 
noted. The acquisition process is independent of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)processes. Discussions have begun 
on the type of acquisition, but acquisitions will not occur until after receiving the Record of 
Decision. Title reports and boundary surveys will be completed as part of the acquisition 
process after the issuance of the Record of Decision pursuant to NEPA and Notice of 
Determination pursuant to CEQA.

RA-10-4 Metro would appreciate access to POLA and Port of Long Beach permit records to be able to 
identify real estate permits applicable to the LPA. Right-of-way plans prepared for the Project 
are included as Appendix B in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR and serve as a starting point to
identify potential conflicts.

RA-10-5 Metro confirms that they will be the lead on acquiring the right-of-way needed for the Project.
This process can formally begin after completion of the environmental clearance process. 

RA-10-6 Metro has regularly coordinated with Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) and the joints Ports since
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. This coordination will continue through design and 
construction. Refer to response to comment RA-10-3 for a summary of coordination.

RA-10-7 The West Santa Ana Branch Project will not affect the ability of the Alameda Corridor 
Transportation Authority (ACTA) to use the San Pedro Branch right-of-way. As design
progresses, this requirement will be considered. In addition, Metro met with ACTA on April 27, 
2023, to provide a project update. Metro will continue to coordinate with ACTA throughout 
design and construction of the Project, as applicable.

RA-10-8 A 20-foot minimum clearance between tracks conforms to the minimum clearance required by 
UPRR Engineering Standards. An example can be seen in STD DWGs 0001D and STD DWG 
0038K that show the minimum operating clearances for freight in Appendix B of the Draft and 
Final EIS/EIR. This clearance also meets Metro Rail Design Criteria. In February 2024, Metro 
executed an initial Memorandum of Understanding with UPRR, the Port of Long Beach, POLA, 
and ACTA to memorialize key project components, including horizontal and vertical 
clearances, with the understanding that the parties will work together to form consensus and 
provide recommendations on terms and conditions that will be included in the ultimate 
agreement(s), also known as the Construction and Maintenance Agreement.

RA-10-9 Access to tracks will be considered as design progresses. Points of access along soundwalls 
will be provided taking both emergency and maintenance access into consideration. 
Soundwalls have been placed on each side of the light rail transit (LRT) tracks rather than each 
side of the right-of-way to maintain maintenance access to the freight tracks. Additionally, 
access will be maintained at all grade crossings.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID  

RA-10-10 Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro completed a study of changes to the LRT 
alignment to accommodate a second mainline track. The study concluded that refinements to 
the LRT to accommodate a second mainline track would substantially increase the cost of the 
Project and, therefore, was determined infeasible. This study was shared with the Port of Long 
Beach and POLA in January 2023, and concurrence was received on findings.  

The WSAB Project has been designed for forward compatibility with identified projects in the 
corridor. Metro has not received design requirements for potential future freight track 
expansion; therefore, Metro is unable to confirm compatibility.  

RA-10-11 All mitigation measures are ultimately the responsibility of Metro as the project sponsor. 
Certain mitigation measures are subject to approval of other jurisdictions and agencies; the 
text of mitigation measures indicates when they are subject to approval of others.  

RA-10-12 The comment regarding the Port application process is noted. Metro will submit the permit if 
applicable. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

South Coast Air Quality Management District – RA-3

Comment ID Response

RA-3-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

RA-3-2 This comment summarizes the commenter’s understanding of project information. The 
comments are addressed individually in the responses that follow.

RA-3-3 As part of characterizing existing conditions for the Project, freight train activity along the 
segment of the freight tracks between Rosecrans Avenue and the I-105 freeway was monitored
over nine days in 2019 (along with three other locations). The maximum number of daily
freight trains recorded traversing this segment of the corridor to be relocated was four trains 
per day, which occurred on only a single day out of the nine. The typical freight train activity
was one to two trains per day passing through the segment.

An average of two trains per 24 hours will not result in an average daily diesel particulate
matter emission rate that will pose long-term health concerns. At any given location along the 
corridor, each train pass-by will last for, at most, several minutes. Diesel particulate matter will 
be the carcinogenic risk driver for a health risk assessment at sensitive receptor locations
along the freight track alignments, and there is no acute reference exposure level for diesel 
particulate matter. Therefore, exposure to diesel particulate matter are based on 24-hour 
average and annual average concentrations.

Average 24-hour and annual average diesel particulate matter concentrations resulting from 
two daily train pass-bys lasting a couple of minutes each and relocated by 15 to 20 feet from 
their current location will be negligible from a health risk assessment perspective. Section 
4.5.5.3 in the Final EIS/EIR and Section 6.3.2 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR)
have been updated to include this clarification.

RA-3-4 As a clarification of fact, Mitigation Measure AQ-1 (Vehicle Emissions) requires emission 
controls for on-road vehicles. The mitigation measure does not require off-road construction
equipment to meet Tier 4 emission standards. The use of Tier 4 emission controls for off-road 
construction equipment was included in the unmitigated estimation of emissions per 
compliance with the Metro Green Construction Policy.

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 in the Draft EIS/EIR, the LPA (evaluated as 
Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR) will not result in significant construction emissions. The use 
of zero-emission or near-zero-emission trucks and/or off-road is not required to mitigate 
emissions.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-3-5 Based on Metro’s prior experience with construction of transit projects, the truck volumes 
associated with the LPA are reasonable planning assumptions for estimating emissions and 
based on periods of time where truck trips would be high; no significant impacts are 
identified; and a mitigation measure is not required. Construction activities, including 
equipment and typical work rates, are discussed in Section 4.19.2 in Chapter 4 of the Final 
EIS/EIR. The contractor will be required to comply with the conditions included in the Final 
EIS/EIR analysis.   

In January 2022, the Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 as the LPA, but LA Union 
Station was identified as the ultimate northern terminus for the corridor. Alternative 3 is 
identified as the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. As shown in Table 4.19.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
maximum daily regional emissions during construction of Alternative 3 will not exceed 
regional SCAQMD thresholds. Under CEQA, mitigation measures are only required when a 
potentially significant impact has been identified; therefore, the suggestion in this comment 
does not warrant the creation of a new mitigation measure for the Final EIS/EIR. 

As described in Section 7.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air 
Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR), the methodology for the LPA 
involves the parameters that no more than 120 haul truck trips and no more than 80 material 
deliveries occur to and from LPA construction sites per day, based on Metro resource 
allocations and availabilities. The average daily truck volume would be less. 

RA-3-6 The commenter is correct that the Project would likely require permits issued by SCAQMD. 
SCAQMD requested to be listed as a Responsible Agency following the Notice of Preparation 
pursuant to CEQA issued on May 25, 2017. This request was noted and included in Chapter 7, 
Section 7.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Metro and/or the construction contractor will apply for 
permits during the final design process for the Project. All applicable permitting analyses will 
be completed at that time for submittal to SCAQMD. 

RA-3-7 The comment correctly summarizes the finding from the Draft EIS/EIR corresponding to 
Alternatives 1 and 2. Refer to response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of Alternative 3 by 
the Metro Board as the LPA. 

RA-3-8 See response CR-AQ-2 regarding dust during project operation. Long-term operation of the 
LPA will result in a decrease in particulate matter and dust emissions at the regional scale 
compared to the No Build Alternative, as summarized in Table 4.5.12 in Chapter 4, Section 
4.5.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. This reduction is attributed to the reduction in on-road vehicle 
miles traveled. 

Operation of the LPA will not increase the frequency of freight train operations anywhere along 
the corridor, and freight train dust emissions will not increase relative to existing conditions. 
Refer to the response to comment RA-3-3 regarding the frequency of freight trains.  

Because implementation of the LPA will not increase the frequency of freight train activities 
anywhere along the corridor, the average daily emission rate of diesel particulate matter from 
freight train propulsion will not increase near the sensitive receptors as a result of the Project. 
Emissions produced by two locomotives passing by per day are intermittent and of very minor 
magnitude given that the trains will be within 50 feet of the residences for only a matter of 
minutes per day. Furthermore, relocating the existing train tracks by 15 to 20 feet will not 
increase particulate emissions from freight train movements and will not substantially alter 
dust deposition from those movements. 

The response to comment RA-3-3 also provides information regarding diesel particulate 
matter and proximity to sensitive receptors. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Regional Agency)  

Comment ID Response 

RA-3-9 Refer to response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of Alternative 3 as the LPA. No potentially 
significant air quality impacts were identified during construction or operation for this 
alternative in the Draft or Final EIS/EIR. 

Mitigation Measure AQ-1 (Vehicle Emissions) was identified for construction of Alternatives 1 
and 2 and required emission controls for on-road vehicles. This mitigation measure does not 
require off-road construction equipment to meet Tier 4 emission standards. The use of Tier 4 
emission controls for on-road vehicles was included in the unmitigated estimation of 
emissions per compliance with the Metro Green Construction Policy. Beginning in January 
2023, commercially operated heavy-duty trucks (including construction haul trucks) are 
required to comply with the 2020 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency emissions standards 
as a regulatory default baseline.  

The LPA will not result in significant construction emissions, and the use of zero-emission or 
near-zero-emission trucks and/or off-road equipment is not required to mitigate emissions; 
therefore, mitigation is not required, including mitigation related to near-zero-emission 
vehicles. 

RA-3-10 See response to comment RA-3-5. 

RA-3-11 See response to comment RA-3-6. 

RA-3-12 Responses to all public comments are provided in Appendix D of the Final EIS/EIR. All 
responses to comments identify whether changes were made to the text in the Final EIS/EIR 
and/or impact analysis report, and an explanation if revisions were not required. Responses do 
not include conclusionary statements that are unsupported by information.   
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

14th Council District – EO-3 

Comment ID Response 

EO-3-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

EO-3-2 The commenter’s opposition to Alternative 3 (referred to in the Final EIS/EIR as the LPA) and 
Alternative 4 has been noted. Refer to response CR-GEN-1 regarding Metro Board 
identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and study of a future extension to LA 
Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. Alternative 3 will provide connection to 
downtown via transfer at the Slauson/A Line Station to the A Line. As illustrated in Table 6.2 in 
Chapter 6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 will provide substantial benefits to transit users 
and reduce regional vehicle traffic, but to a lesser extent than Alternatives 1 or 2. Section 6.2 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR provides an explanation of the considerations in identifying Alternative 3 as 
the recommended alternative stating that “[i]n addition to considering the effectiveness in 
meeting the Purpose and Need and environmental impacts and benefits, the financial capacity 
to construct, operate, and maintain the Project as well as strategies to fund the Project were 
primary considerations in determining the staff preferred alternative.” After public distribution 
of the Draft EIS/EIR and considering public comment, the Metro Board of Directors identified 
Alternative 3 as the LPA, but LA Union Station was identified as the ultimate northern 
terminus for the corridor in the future. 

EO-3-3 See response to comment EO-3-2. A financially constrained funding plan is currently not 
available for the extension to LA Union Station north of the Slauson/A Line Station. Based on 
discussions with the Federal Transit Administration, the Record of Decision will be issued on 
the financially feasible alternative.  

During the January 2022 meeting, the Metro Board identified LA Union Station as the ultimate 
terminus for the corridor in the future. By direction of the Metro Board of Directors, Metro staff 
were directed to identify and evaluate a more cost-effective alignment between the Slauson/A Line 
Station and LA Union Station, in light of the funding gap, and to re-engage the community to best 
define a transit solution, including alignment profile, station locations, and design, that meets 
the changing mobility needs of Little Tokyo, the Arts District, LA Union Station, and 
surrounding area residents, employees, and businesses. In response to the Board Motion, a 
standalone study, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Slauson/A Line to LA Union 
Station Segment Study, is underway. This standalone study does not include discussion of the LPA. 
While Alternatives 1 and 2 identified in the Draft EIS/EIR remain under consideration, 
modifications to those alternatives made in response to the standalone study, or as a result of 
design refinements, would be the subject of a future environmental document. 

EO-3-4 The funding plan for the LPA does not include the $400 million of funding (in 2015 dollars) 
associated with the Central City Area subregion, as defined in the Measure M Ordinance (refer 
to Appendix F of this Final EIS/EIR for a summary of the funding plan). The Measure M 
funding for the LPA only includes the amount associated with the Gateway Cities subregion.  

EO-3-5 See responses to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-3. Metro is conducting the downtown study 
mentioned in response CR-GEN-1 to identify a more cost-effective alignment between the 
Slauson/A Line Station and Union Station. Metro will continue to coordinate with City of Los 
Angeles and key stakeholders on efforts related to the Enhanced Infrastructure Financing 
District as part of efforts related to a future extension to LA Union Station. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

Comment ID Response 

EO-3-6 The comment was written prior to the start of Regional Connector service. Operations on the 
Metro A (Blue) Line have changed with the start of Regional Connector service. The Slauson/A 
Line Station and WSAB alignment were designed to avoid operational impacts to A Line trains, 
as the two lines will operate on separate tracks. Additionally, the stations between the two 
lines will be connected by two pedestrian bridges in order to disperse riders transferring 
between the lines, thereby minimizing dwell times and impacts to reliability related to the 
increased transfer activity. As the Slauson/A Line Station is the northern terminus of the LPA, 
it is not anticipated that the LPA would affect operation of the A Line where the line is street 
running.  

EO-3-7 The comment does not raise any environmental issues or pertain to the adequacy of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Modifications to the Pico Station are beyond the Purpose and Need of the WSAB 
Project. 

EO-3-8 Refer to response CR-GEN-6. Construction of the LPA will not involve construction activities in 
the Little Tokyo community.  

EO-3-9 Chapter 4, Section 4.4, of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an analysis of the potential impacts the 
Project will have on visual and aesthetics. Tables 4.4.4 through 4.4.8 in Section 4.4.3 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR identify the project components and evaluate how these components will 
change the visual character and quality for each landscape unit along the alignment. As 
discussed, project components will not detract from, and will be compatible with, the visual 
character and quality of the Affected Area, including the rail ROWs, which currently have active 
freight north of Somerset Boulevard.  

Additionally, Project Measures VA PM-1 (Design Standards), VA PM-2 (Public Art), VA PM-3 
(Landscaping), and VA PM-4 (Landscaping Screening), discussed in Section 4.4.4.1 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, will be implemented. Project components will be designed per the Metro Rail 
Design Criteria and Metro’s Systemwide Station Design Standards and will include public art. 
New landscaping will be installed consistent with the Metro Rail Design Criteria and Metro’s 
Systemwide Station Design Standards, and traction power substations in residential areas will 
be landscaped or incorporate design features to screen or improve the appearance of 
structures. 

EO-3-10 See response to comment EO-3-8. 

EO-3-11 Property acquisitions have been minimized where feasible, and residential relocation was a 
major consideration when the alignment was designed. See response CR-DIS-1 regarding 
compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act. As compliance with the 
Uniform Act and California Relocation Act are federal and state requirements, they are not 
considered mitigation. 

The LPA will affect more parcels and require more full and partial acquisitions compared to 
Alternative 3 as evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR; however, the LPA will displace fewer 
businesses and residential units compared to Alternative 3. Project refinements were made to 
avoid affecting existing structures where feasible, which resulted in a decrease in business and 
residential displacements. 

EO-3-12 See response to comment EO-3-2. The LPA’s northern terminus at the Slauson/A Line Station 
will not be located in the 14th Council District or near the 1st Street and Alameda property 
referenced in the comment. 

EO-3-13 See responses to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-12. Noise and vibration mitigation measures to 
reduce potentially significant noise and vibration effects that will occur during construction 
and operation were identified in Chapter 4, Sections 4.19.3.7 and 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
respectively.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

Comment ID Response

EO-3-14 Guidelines and eligibility for Metro’s Pilot Business Interruption Fund are set by Metro’s
Board of Directors. At present, the Metro Board of Directors has not approved the Business 
Interruption Fund for this Project. When and if the Metro Board of Directors considers a 
Business Interruption Fund for this Project, questions about eligibility and scope can be 
addressed. Consideration by the Metro Board would occur after certification of the Final 
EIS/EIR and closer to the start of construction.

EO-3-15 See response to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-8.

EO-3-16 Land use controls within the station areas lie with the local jurisdictions. The Project is a
regional light rail transit system that will connect southeast LA County with other portions of 
LA County, serving cities and communities along the alignment and jurisdictions directly 
surrounding the alignment. The Project will provide local jurisdictions with opportunities to 
plan future land use patterns locally, including preservation or development goals appropriate 
for each community.

EO-3-17 Consistent with the Metro First/Last Mile (FLM) Guidelines, Metro will continue to coordinate 
with the City of Los Angeles regarding FLM connections. Cities are responsible for advancing 
the design, environmental clearance, construction, and maintenance of FLM improvements.

EO-3-18 See response to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-8. Use of a TBM and/or cut-and-cover 
construction is not required for construction of the LPA because the LPA is entirely above
ground.

EO-3-19 See response to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-8. The LPA will not result in a loss of parking in
the Little Tokyo community. Mitigation Measure TRA-23 (Loss of Parking [Construction]), 
described in Chapter 3, Section 3.7.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, will be implemented where 
parking is temporarily removed during construction.

EO-3-20 See response to comment EO-3-19.

EO-3-21 See response to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-8 and response CR-GEN-1. As part of the January
2022 Board meeting, the alignment north of the Slauson/A Line Station would include a 
station in Little Tokyo.

EO-3-22 The comment does not raise any environmental issues or pertain to the adequacy of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. See responses to comments EO-3-2 and EO-3-3.

EO-3-23 Mitigation measures have been identified as feasible to address adverse impacts pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act and/or significant impacts pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act. These mitigation measures are identified in the applicable sections 
of Chapters 3 and 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The mitigation measures will also be documented in
a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program that will be included with the Record of 
Decision and adopted by the Metro Board. See also response CR-GEN-5.
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

40th Congressional District – EO-1 

Comment ID Response 

EO-1-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

EO-1-2 The commenter’s support for Alternative 1 and Design Option 2 has been noted. See response 
CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and study of a 
future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. As illustrated in 
Table 6.2 in Chapter 6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 will provide substantial benefits to 
transit users and reduce regional vehicle traffic, but to a lesser extent than Alternatives 1 or 2. 

EO-1-3 See response to comment EO-1-2. Chapter 6, Section 6.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an 
explanation of the considerations in identifying Alternative 3 as the recommended alternative 
stating that “[i]n addition to considering the effectiveness in meeting the Purpose and Need 
and environmental impacts and benefits, the financial capacity to construct, operate, and 
maintain the Project as well as strategies to fund the Project were primary considerations in 
determining the staff preferred alternative.” After public distribution of the Draft EIS/EIR and 
considering public comment, the Metro Board of Directors identified Alternative 3 as the LPA, 
but LA Union Station was identified as the ultimate northern terminus for the corridor. 

EO-1-4 See response to comment EO-1-2. Chapter 2, Section 2.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR discusses the 
identification of the WSAB corridor. Appendix A of the Draft EIS/EIR provides additional 
information on alternatives considered and eliminated. Metro has studied a potential rail line 
to Burbank Airport from Union Station; however, this is not part of the WSAB Project. 
Continued analysis of this segment would occur as a separate project. LA Metro provides 
service to the Burbank Airport through Metrolink's Antelope Valley Line, which can be 
accessed through transfer at Union Station. 

EO-1-5 Metro is appreciative of congressional support for its program and specifically for the WSAB 
Project. To deliver this Project, Metro will require federal financial support in the form of a 
New Starts Capital Investment Grant, for which Measure M funds will serve as the federally 
required local match. The Project is being designed to meet Federal Transit Administration 
design life requirements. 

EO-1-6 Metro is dedicated to expanding the regional transit network and providing a project that will 
establish a reliable transit service and address mobility and access constraints faced by transit-
dependent communities and environmental justice communities. 

EO-1-7 The commenter’s request for a station at the Rio Hondo Confluence is noted. The project 
alignment has been designed not to preclude a future station at the Rio Hondo Confluence. 
Any station at the Rio Hondo Confluence would require additional environmental review, 
which could be completed either by supplementing the environmental documentation for the 
WSAB Project or as a separate analysis, depending on when planning for the station is 
advanced. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

Comment ID Response 

EO-1-8 The Study Area for the Project encompasses a 2-mile buffer from the project alignment, which 
includes the Cities of Bell Gardens and Maywood. The Study Area maps and discussions in 
Chapters 1 and 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR correctly include Bell Gardens and 
Maywood within this buffer. Current and projected Study Area characteristics within the full 2-
mile buffer, such as traffic conditions, transit service and demand, population and 
employment densities, and travel demand, were considered and informed the Project’s 
Purpose and Need in Chapter 1. 

Each individual section of the environmental document defines a specific Affected Area that is 
appropriate for that particular subject. The extent of the Affected Area for each topic is 
included in Chapter 4, Table 4.0.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

Both cities are included in the First/Last Mile planning efforts that examined safe bike 
connections to the surrounding community within 3 miles of project stations. Both cities are 
located within 2 miles of the Project and are included in these planning efforts.  

EO-1-9 The comment does not raise any environmental issues or pertain to the adequacy of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Refer to the response CR-FIN-1. 

EO-1-10 See response to comment EO-1-6. 
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5EzR:IE85E7FN�REJPA7RK5AB�_Q�A5N5K7REC�MN75:EF7Rz5�;=�LMOS@M�KFE�̀58IEA7:F75�7D5R:�AINR̀F:R7Q�
7I�7D5�KI88PER7Q�9Q�7I�R86:IzREC�6P9NRK�7:FEAR7�FKK5AAR9RNR7Q�FÈ�KI::5K7REC�̀5KF̀5A�Iy�
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Elected Official)  

44th Congressional District – EO-2 

Comment ID Response 

EO-2-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

EO-2-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. Metro is 
dedicated to expanding the regional transit network and providing a project that will establish 
a reliable transit service and address mobility and access constraints faced by transit-
dependent communities and environmental justice communities. 

EO-2-3 The commenter’s support for Alternative 1 has been noted. See response to comment EO-2-2. 
As illustrated in Table 6.2 in Chapter 6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 will provide 
substantial benefits to transit users and reduce regional vehicle traffic, but to a lesser extent 
than Alternative 1. A financially constrained funding plan is currently not available for the 
extension to LA Union Station north of the Slauson/A Line Station. As discussed in response 
CR-GEN-1, a separate study is being conducted to analyze more cost-effective alignments to 
reach Union Station and advance the environmental process. 

EO-2-4 See response to comment EO-2-2 and EO-2-3. Environmental Justice impacts are discussed in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.22 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

EO-2-5 See responses to comments EO-2-2 and EO-2-3. Air quality effects are discussed in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.5 (operations) of the Draft EIS/EIR. Environmental Justice impacts are discussed in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.22 of the Draft EIS/EIR.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 

Final EIS/EIR Appendix D: Response to Comments March 2024
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City of Artesia – CC-3 

Comment ID Response 

CC-3-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-3-2 The Final EIS/EIR was updated to include a design option that would keep the 187th Street 
grade crossing open but close 186th Street. The analysis is included in each topic in Chapters 
3 and 4 of the Final EIS/EIR as applicable. 

Metro met with the City of Artesia since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR regarding the closure 
of 187th Street. A meeting also occurred on November 9, 2022, with Metro, the City of Artesia, 
and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). As explained in the meeting with 
CPUC, given the proximity of 186th and 187th Streets, one of the streets will need to be closed 
to accommodate the Project. As discussed during the meeting, the request from CPUC is 
consistent with other light rail transit (LRT) projects in Metro’s system, in which CPUC 
requests that Metro evaluate limiting new at-grade crossings to limit conflicts between 
pedestrians, rail vehicles, and automobiles. CPUC stated its position that new at-grade 
crossings should be minimized as much as possible during the development of the alignment. 

Metro, in coordination with the City, will determine which street will remain open prior to 
adopting the Project and issuance of the Record of Decision. Based on discussions in February 
2024, the City has expressed a preference for the design option, which would close 186th 
Street and keep 187th Street open. 

Regarding a below-grade alignment, refer to CR-GEN-3. Additionally, on October 10, 2022, the 
City of Artesia provided a letter to Metro withdrawing the request that the Final EIS/EIR 
evaluate a below-grade cut-and-cover alignment at the intersection of Gridley Road and 183rd 
Street and as an alternative to the closure of 187th Street. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-3-3 The Draft EIS/EIR includes a sufficient degree of analysis to provide decision-makers with 
information that enables them to make a decision that intelligently considers the 
environmental consequences of the alternatives evaluated (State California Environmental 
Quality Act [CEQA] Guidelines, § 15151). As provided by the CEQA Guidelines, the adequacy of 
an environmental document is determined in terms of what is reasonable and feasible, in light 
of such factors as the magnitude of the project at issue, the severity of its likely environmental 
impact, and the geographic scope of the project (State CEQA Guideline, § 15204[a])). For a 
linear project that spans approximately 6.6 miles (Alternative 4) to approximately 19.3 miles 
(Alternatives 1 and 2), and traverses through or is directly adjacent to 12 cities and 1 
unincorporated community, what is reasonable and feasible is different than what could be 
reasonably accomplished for smaller projects with relatively simple analyses.  

The Draft EIS/EIR is based on detailed project planning and design specific to the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor, including in the City of Artesia. The Draft EIS/EIR includes 
thorough information about the Purpose and Need of the Project, the construction and 
operational components of each of the Build Alternatives, including design options and the 
maintenance and storage facility (MSF), applicable regulations regarding the various resource 
topics addressed, the analytic methodology employed for each topic, the existing 
environmental setting, the environmental consequences and impacts of the Build Alternatives, 
and regulatory requirements, including local standards, project commitments, and mitigation 
measures with which the Project will comply and that will ensure environmental impacts are 
minimized. The Draft EIS/EIR also includes appropriate graphics, tables, and figures to help 
convey the technical detail in a manner that is comprehensible for a layperson. To avoid 
unnecessary repetition, the Draft EIS/EIR’s CEQA sections rely on and reference information 
presented earlier in each section that was originally presented in support of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis. The analyses are also based on the more detailed 
technical studies, which are referenced at the beginning of each Draft EIS/EIR section and 
were included as appendices to the Draft EIS/EIR.  

Contrary to the assertion in the comment, the Draft EIS/EIR explains why and to what degree 
compliance with applicable regulations and mitigation measures will be effective at reducing 
and mitigating the identified significant impacts. Although the comment asserts that the Draft 
EIS/EIR does not adequately address the potential environmental effects of the Project, the 
comment does not provide an example of any potential environmental impact that the 
commenter believes has been insufficiently addressed. Nor does the comment provide any 
information indicating that the environmental effects identified in the Draft EIS/EIR cannot be 
adequately mitigated as proposed, or any evidence that the Project cannot or would not 
comply with applicable regulatory standards. As provided in the CEQA Guidelines, comments 
on a draft EIR should focus on the sufficiency of the document in identifying and analyzing the 
possible impacts on the environment and ways in which the significant effects of the project 
might be avoided or mitigated (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15204[a]). Responses to the specific 
concerns raised by the comment or any specific information identified as vague or generalized 
are provided in the responses below.  

CC-3-4 The analysis in each section of the environmental document follows state and federal 
guidelines for each individual topic. Each individual section of the environmental document 
defines a specific “Affected Area” that is appropriate for the analysis of each particular subject. 
The Affected Areas are identified in Chapter 4, Table 4.0.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Metro does not 
have guidelines on station location and the one-half-mile radius impact area for environmental 
analysis. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-3-5 CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5(a)(4), cited by the comment, provides that recirculation of a 
draft EIR is required if the “draft EIR was so fundamentally and basically inadequate and 
conclusory in nature that meaningful public review and comment were precluded.” The Draft 
EIS/EIR provides a comprehensive analysis of the potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives and mitigation measures to avoid or minimize those effects. As such, the Draft 
EIS/EIR will not be recirculated. The Final EIS/EIR will be made available for public review. 
Refer to response to comment CC-3-3.  

CC-3-6 See CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and study of a future extension to LA Union 
Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. Project-level environmental review in the Final 
EIS/EIR was updated to reflect refinements made to the LPA in response to comments 
received on the Draft EIS/EIR and stakeholder coordination completed subsequent to 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Per 23 U.S.C. 139, the Final EIS/EIR includes detail on the LPA 
to support development of mitigation measures and compliance with other environmental 
laws. 

CC-3-7 The Draft EIS/EIR fully considers the potential environmental effects of construction and 
operation of Build Alternatives, including impacts within the City of Artesia. Additional 
information regarding the impacts of the Build Alternatives and resource-specific background 
information, data, and other evidence supporting the analyses is included in the detailed 
technical reports referenced at the beginning of each resource section of the Draft EIS/EIR and 
included as appendices to the Draft EIS/EIR. In addition, Appendix B, Final Advanced 
Conceptual Alignment Design, of the Draft EIS/EIR provides parcel-specific information 
regarding the Build Alternatives, including the proposed LRT alignments, trackwork, grade 
crossings, freight realignment, rights-of-way, and stations.  

Regarding aesthetic impacts, cited in the comment as a topic that the Draft EIS/EIR should 
consider with respect to impacts within the City of Artesia, the Draft EIS/EIR explains that the 
City of Artesia is located within the “Suburban Residential Landscape Unit” evaluated in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Table 4.4.7 in Section 4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
summarizes the potential effects to the visual character, visual sensitivity, and visual quality in 
the Suburban Residential Landscape Unit, including effects related to the Pioneer Station 
(located within the City of Artesia just west of the City of Cerritos boundary), and the potential 
effects on this landscape unit caused by the Build Alternatives’ parking facilities, LRT tracks, 
overhead catenary system poles, overhead wires, utility poles, fences and retaining walls, 
soundwalls, landscape removal, and grade crossings and other modifications. Additionally, 
Figure 4.4-10 in Section 4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR depicts the change in visual character and 
quality at the Pioneer Station. As concluded in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Build Alternatives would 
not cause a significant aesthetic impact within the Suburban Residential Landscape Unit, 
including within the City of Artesia. The project components would not detract from the visual 
character and quality and would not significantly increase light and glare in this area. Further, 
the Build Alternatives would not conflict with any applicable zoning or other zoning 
regulations governing scenic quality. Additional information concerning the potential for visual 
impacts, including impacts within the City of Artesia, is provided in Section 4.4.1.5 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (Appendix 
I of the Draft EIS/EIR), which discusses visual resources near the Pioneer Station.  

Regarding impacts to water resources, also cited as an example in the comment, Chapter 4, 
Section 4.11 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides a thorough analysis of the Build Alternatives’ 
potential effects on hydrology and surface water bodies, water quality, floodplains, and 
groundwater within the Affected Area, including within the City of Artesia. The figures 
contained in Section 4.11 provide information concerning hydrology and water resources 
specific to the City of Artesia. The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Water 
Resources Impact Analysis Report (Appendix T of the Draft EIS/EIR) and the West Santa Ana 
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Comment ID Response 

Branch Transit Corridor Project Hazardous Materials Impact Analysis Report (Appendix S of the 
Draft EIS/EIR) provide additional specific information on hydrology and water quality-related 
topics. The Draft EIS/EIR concludes that the Build Alternatives would not cause significant 
impacts related to water resources, including within the City of Artesia.  

Regarding construction impacts, also cited as an example in the comment, Chapter 3, Section 
3.7 and Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Draft EIS/EIR provide an extensive analysis of the 
potential construction-related impacts of the Build Alternatives, including potential 
construction-related impacts within the City of Artesia. Additional information on construction 
means and methods is provided in the Construction Methods Impact Report (Appendix L of 
the Draft EIS/EIR) and each topic specific technical report.  

Additionally, traffic and parking impacts are discussed in Chapter 3 the Draft EIS/EIR and in 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR). As noted in Table 5.4 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report, intersections in the 
City of Artesia will not experience adverse effects. On-street parking loss due to 
implementation of the LPA will not result in the on-street parking supply to decrease below 
demand within the City of Artesia, and adverse impacts were not identified. See response CR-
TRA-1 regarding spillover parking impacts. Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, the supply of 
parking in the transit parking structure will accommodate demand at the Pioneer Station. See 
response to comment CC-3-13 regarding noise impacts. Noise mitigation measures are 
identified in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR to reduce potentially significant noise and 
vibration effects that will occur during construction activities and during operations, with 
updated measures included in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Refer also to the response 
to comment CC-3-3.  

CC-3-8 See response to comment CC-3-6 regarding identification of the LPA. 

CC-3-9 See response to comment CC-3-2. See response CR-GEN-4 regarding Metro’s Grade Crossing 
Safety Policy for Light Rail Transit, which includes consideration of train and vehicle traffic 
frequency. 

CC-3-10 See response to comment CC-3-2. 

CC-3-11 The parking structure design was discussed at a January 28, 2020 meeting between Metro and 
the City. Additionally, Metro sent a letter to the City dated May 12, 2020, with a revised parking 
structure design in response to the City's comments. The structure was extended closer to the 
Pioneer Station platform and the ground floor was designed to not preclude future 
development considerations. Additionally, in response to a June 1, 2022 meeting with the City 
of Artesia, the design of the parking structure was further refined based on meetings between 
Metro and the City. These modifications included shifting the driveway on Pioneer Boulevard 
to align with Solana Place and adding a traffic signal and shifting the structure to the north to 
provide alley egress. Metro will also coordinate with city staff per an executed Master 
Cooperative Agreement. The Master Cooperative Agreement provides the City the opportunity 
to review design packages and provide comments. 

Because all the parking facilities are Metro properties and considered as Metro right-of-way 
(ROW), the structure will be governed by Metro Board adopted policy and will be operated by 
Metro personnel. Metro will coordinate with the City regarding ongoing operating and 
maintenance feedback. 
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CC-3-12 According to the City’s 2030 General Plan, the parking structure will be located in an area that 
is designated as South Street Gateway Commercial (Exhibit LU-3: General Plan 2030 Land 
Use), not Pioneer Boulevard Commercial. According to the City’s 2030 General Plan, the South 
Street Gateway Commercial land use designation “provides for the enhancement of retail and 
service uses along the South Street corridor. The South Street Gateway Commercial area is 
envisioned as a commercial node that enhances functional connectivity with the City Center 
Mixed Use area. Higher intensity, integrated developments area encouraged. Complimentary 
urban design and streetscape improvements are envisioned to enhance the area’s function 
and a southern gateway to the City.” 

As discussed in Section 5.2.3.1, Table 5.21 “Policy Action AQ 2.2.3” in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact Analysis Report (Appendix E of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) “Land use patterns adjacent to and surrounding the proposed alignment and 
stations would be guided by the policies of the local government’s general plan. The Pioneer 
Station will be located at the northeastern end of the area that is designated as South Street 
Gateway Commercial by the City’s General Plan Land Use Element. According to the City’s 
General Plan, the South Street Gateway Commercial area would encourage higher intensity, 
integrated developments. The Pioneer Station would provide opportunities for this area to be 
developed with higher residential and commercial densities.” 

CC-3-13 Some businesses may experience some nuisance impacts due to construction activities (e.g., 
noise, dust), but the impacts are expected to be minimal. Implementation of the Construction 
Outreach Plan (Mitigation Measure COM-1, described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR) will alert visitors to the area that businesses are open during construction.  

Based on analysis in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) and Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, the LPA will not have adverse traffic impacts after mitigation at intersection in the 
City of Artesia. See response to comments CC-3-28 and CC-3-29 for additional information 
regarding traffic operations on intersections along and near Pioneer Boulevard (the 
International Cultural District). Therefore, there is no evidence of potential impacts to traffic 
for businesses in the International Cultural District. 

In regard to noise impacts to the International Cultural District, noise-sensitive uses were 
identified for the noise analysis within the Draft EIS/EIR in Section 4.7.3 of Chapter 4. 
Sensitive land uses, such as residences and parks within 350 feet of the LRT alignment, were 
included in the analysis. The noise analysis considered sensitive uses located within the City of 
Artesia International Cultural District within the vicinity of Pioneer Boulevard, 186th Street, 
and 187th Street. The construction noise and vibration analysis was provided in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-8 (Noise Control 
Plan) requires the preparation of a Noise Control Plan that will be implemented during 
construction to reduce construction noise impacts to the extent feasible (this measure is 
referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-6 in the Final EIS/EIR). Construction noise levels will 
be temporary disruptions and are not anticipated to reach noise levels that will inhibit use of 
community facilities and residential properties. 
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CC-3-14 Construction activities will occur within the area acquired for the Pioneer Station parking 
structure and will not extend to businesses outside of those limits. Although some businesses 
may experience some nuisance impacts due to construction activities (e.g., noise, dust), the 
impacts are expected to be minimal. Implementation of the Construction Outreach Plan 
(Mitigation Measure COM-1, described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR) will 
notify visitors to the area that businesses are open during construction.  

13 businesses will be permanently relocated for the Pioneer Station parking structure. See 
responses CR-DIS-1 and CR-DIS-2 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California 
Relocation Act and acquisition and displacement data.  

Access to other businesses in the vicinity of the Pioneer Station parking structure will be 
maintained during construction and operation. 188th Street between Corby Avenue and 
Pioneer Boulevard will be permanently closed for the Pioneer Station parking structure, but 
access to the surrounding businesses will be maintained through surrounding streets (i.e., 
Pioneer Street, South Street, and Corby Avenue), which are one or two blocks (or less than 500 
feet) from the street closure. Additionally, vehicles leaving the Little India Food Court driveway 
will no longer be able to turn left (south) onto Pioneer Boulevard, but access to businesses will 
be maintained. 
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CC-3-15 As evaluated in the Final EIS/EIR, two traction power substations (TPSS) sites will be located 
in the City of Artesia. The TPSS proposed at Gridley Road/183rd Street will be located within 
the Metro-owned Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PEROW) at the southeast corner of the 
intersection and will be situated south of the Artesia Historic District Recreational Trail and to 
the rear of commercial properties. 

The TPSS proposed at the Pioneer Station will be located on the east side of Corby Avenue, 
immediately south of the PEROW. The property on which the TPSS will be located is zoned 
Light Manufacturing and Industrial. According to Section 9-2.3403 of the City of Artesia 
Municipal Code, Light Manufacturing and Industrial zone areas have no minimum front, side, 
and rear yard setback requirements. Although residences are located across the street from 
the TPSS site proposed at Pioneer Station, the residential properties are also in the Light 
Manufacturing and Industrial zone. No residential zones are located to the side or rear of the 
TPSS site. Although the rear of the TPSS site is zoned commercial, this parcel will be acquired 
and will be developed with a parking structure as part of the LPA. The TPSS will be set back by 
more than 10 feet from the rear property line that is zoned commercial. The TPSS will comply 
with the City’s setback and height requirements. Either the existing wall along the westerly 
perimeter of the TPSS site will be maintained and designed to screen and soften views of the 
TPSS from adjacent residential properties or landscaping, or if the existing wall is removed, 
fencing will be installed around the site, which is consistent with the fences and walls 
requirement in Section 9-2.3403(h) of the City of Artesia Municipal Code. Section 9-2.3403(d) 
of the City of Artesia Municipal Code limits building heights in the Light Manufacturing and 
Industrial zone to 35 feet. The height of the proposed TPSS will be well below this height limit.  

Compliance with the City of Artesia zoning standards will maintain that the TPSS is not out of 
scale with the surrounding structures. The height, scale, and visual character will be consistent 
with the surrounding one-story structures. Design of the TPSS and screening of the TPSS site 
will follow guidance of the Metro Rail Design Criteria (MRDC) or equivalent criteria to 
minimize adverse effects related to visual, noise, and public safety. In addition, Project 
Measure VA PM-4 (Landscaping Screening) will be implemented as needed to improve the 
appearance of the structure. Metro will also coordinate with city staff per an executed Master 
Cooperative Agreement. The Master Cooperative Agreement provides the City the opportunity 
to review design packages and provide comments. As part of this process, a list of applicable 
standards will be obtained from the City. 

In regard to TPSS noise, the noise analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR evaluated TPSS facilities in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.7.3.1. Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (TPSS Noise Reduction) identifies 
several methods to reduce TPSS noise for the TPSS units that will result in noise impacts. 
Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (TPSS Noise Reduction) is referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-
4 (TPSS Noise Reduction) in the Final EIS/EIR. Potential noise-reduction measures include 
orienting cooling fans and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) equipment away 
from sensitive receptors, using quieter cooling fans or HVAC equipment, installing an 
enclosure around the TPSS unit, installing baffles, or providing sound insulation of the TPSS 
unit enclosure. Where there are no noise impacts from a TPSS, then providing a noise 
reduction measure would be a betterment 

CC-3-16 See response to comment CC-3-15 regarding compliance with the City of Artesia Municipal 
Code. Metro will consult applicable city requirements as design of the structure advances. As 
stated in response to comment CC-3-15, Metro will coordinate with city staff per an executed 
Master Cooperative Agreement that will provide the City of Artesia with the opportunity to 
review design packages and provide comments, including whether the project elements in the 
City of Artesia comply with the City’s Municipal Code and Design Guidelines. Additionally, 
Metro has coordinated, and continues to coordinate, with the City of Artesia as it relates to 
project design. 
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CC-3-17 In response to comments on the Draft EIS/EIR and stakeholder coordination, the project 
design has been refined, with refinements described in Chapter 2 and Appendix E of the Final 
EIS/EIR. Updated station and right-of-way plans are included in Appendix B of the Final 
EIS/EIR. In coordination with the City of Artesia, the entrance to the Pioneer Station parking 
structure has been modified to align with Solana Place and include a traffic signal, and the 
structure has been shifted north. Refinements will require the permanent full acquisition of 10 
parcels for the Pioneer Station parking facility, 1 permanent full acquisition for a TPSS site 
adjacent to the Pioneer Station, and 1 permanent partial acquisition for a grade crossing. 
Figure 4.3-14 in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to identify the 
following parcels that will be affected by the LPA in the City of Artesia: APNs 7039-012-004, 
7039-012-012, 7039-013-016, 7039-013-023, 7039-013-008, 7039-013-007, 7039-013-006, 7039-
013-014, 7039-013-013, and 7039-013-005 (for Pioneer Station parking facility), APN 7039-012-
013 (for TPSS site), and APN 7039-025-018 (for grade crossing). 

Metro can only acquire the property needed for project elements. The footprint of the Pioneer 
Station and parking structure as shown in the Final EIS/EIR is sufficient to accommodate 
these project elements, including pedestrian circulation.  

Metro has previously discussed this with the City, including in a letter to the City dated May 
12, 2020. Should the City acquire these parcels in the future, the design could be adapted to 
not preclude connectivity to Pioneer Station. 

CC-3-18 A general note is included in Appendix B of this Final EIS/EIR that the design of the Project will 
comply with applicable State, local, and city code requirements. This includes geometric 
design such as drive aisles, curb cuts, and right-of-way dimensions. Coordination with the City 
will continue during future stages of design.  

CC-3-19 The right-of-way lines shown on the referenced plan sheet are accurate. The residential 
structure currently encroaches into the Metro-owned PEROW. However, the LRT tracks and 
project elements will not extend to the northern edge of the PEROW, as such, the residence 
will be unaffected by the Project. 

CC-3-20 The right-of-way and grade crossing plans in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR have been 
updated to reflect the completion of the Artesia Historic District Recreational Trails. See 
specifically sheets T-216 through T-218 and T-260 through T-263 in Appendix B of the Final 
EIS/EIR. The analysis in the Final EIS/EIR reflects this update to the right-of-way and grade 
crossing plans, which does not affect the conclusions presented in the Draft EIS/EIR. No new 
impacts were identified in the Final EIS/EIR. 
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CC-3-21 Signage for the LPA will include station identification signage, wayfinding signage, and real-
time electronic signage that provide real-time arrival information. Signage will primarily be 
located at station areas. Signage will follow the MRDC, which requires signs to be integrated 
into the design of stations, canopies, and other structures or elements that are part of the 
Project. Metro’s Systemwide Station Design Standards and West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Urban Design Guide also provide guidance on consistent identification signage. All 
signage and graphics will fully conform to the MRDC and follow the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Urban Design Guide and is not expected to degrade the visual character of 
the Affected Area. Any signs that are illuminated will not spill over onto adjacent properties. 
Lighting from signs will be comparable to lighting from the surrounding area. The signs will 
not use materials that will cast glare. Thus, signs are not expected to result in visual and 
aesthetic (including light and glare) impacts.  

Metro will coordinate with city staff on applicable standards per an executed Master 
Cooperative Agreement. Additional information regarding signage has been added to Chapter 
4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report.  

CC-3-22 Construction Mitigation Measure VA-4 (Construction Screening) in the Draft EIS/EIR is 
referred to as to Mitigation Measure VA-3 (Construction Screening) in the Final EIS/EIR.  

Section 9-2.1401(d)(3) of the City of Artesia Municipal Code states that heavy-duty chain-link 
fence shall be erected during the construction period. The installation of a chain link fence will 
not shield views of construction activities and laydown areas from residential properties and 
other visually sensitive land uses. Mitigation Measure VA-3 (Construction Screening) will limit 
views of construction activities from residential properties and other visually sensitive land 
uses through the installation of screening that will obstruct views of construction activities and 
will be designed to be consistent with Metro requirements. With regard to temporary fencing 
around construction areas, the MRDC requires construction sites and contractors’ areas to 
have temporary fencing and suitable barricades. Metro will also coordinate with the City of 
Artesia prior to the installation of the temporary screening elements to be consistent with the 
City’s municipal code, as applicable. 

CC-3-23 See responses to comments CC-3-15 and CC-3-16. City of Artesia Municipal Code Section 5-
2.06 (f) includes non-permissible hours of construction between 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on 
weekdays or at any time on Sunday or a federal holiday. As noted in the Final EIS/EIR under 
Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan), Metro will comply with local noise 
ordinances, including the City of Artesia Municipal Code. Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (Noise 
Control Plan) also includes noise-reduction measures such as the installation of temporary 
construction noise barriers, limiting unnecessary idling of equipment, and minimizing use of 
impact devices such as jackhammers, among other methods. 

CC-3-24 Metro will obtain the applicable permits.  

During construction, utilities will be protected in place or relocated. Any disruptions that are 
necessary will be coordinated with the applicable jurisdiction and/or utility provider. 

CC-3-25 Refer to response to comment CC-3-11 regarding refinements to the Pioneer Station parking 
structure made in coordination with the City of Artesia and response to comment CC-3-15 
regarding elements of the Master Cooperative Agreement, including receiving a list of 
applicable standards. 
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CC-3-26 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and responses to comments CC-3-
5 and CC-3-7 regarding the content of the environmental document. The CEQA sections 
largely rely on and reference information presented earlier in each section that was originally 
presented in support of the NEPA analysis. All analysis is also based on the more detailed 
technical studies, which are also referenced at the beginning of each EIS/EIR section. The 
environmental analysis in the Final EIS/EIR was updated to reflect refinements made to the 
LPA in response to comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR and stakeholder coordination 
completed subsequent to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-3-27 Figure 2-19 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR illustrates the preliminary design of the Pioneer 
Station and access to the adjacent parking facility and TPSS. The figure is depicted in a 
northwest configuration showing the LRT alignment in a horizonal fashion. See response to 
comment CC-3-17 regarding parcels that will be affected by the LPA in the City of Artesia. 
Figure 4.3-17 (right side graphic) in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR is in a north 
configuration showing the property acquisitions related to the Pioneer Station parking facility 
on an aerial base map. 

Figure 4.3-17 in the Draft EIS/EIR does not identify the parcel along Pioneer Boulevard as a full 
acquisition for the Pioneer Station parking facility.  

CC-3-28 The segment of 188th Street between Corby Avenue and Pioneer Boulevard will be closed to 
accommodate the park-and-ride structure. Chapter 2 provides an overview of the project 
description. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR includes revisions to identify street closures 
required for project elements.  

Information on impacts from the Project are included under the applicable topics in Chapters 
3 and 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The closure of 188th Street was evaluated and analyzed in 
Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, with level-of-service (LOS) presented in Table 3.14. Refer to the 
response to CC-3-29 for additional information on the analysis for 188th Street that was 
included in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Regarding the closure of 187th Street, see response for CC-3-2. 
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CC-3-29 Refer to the response to CC-3-28 regarding closure of 188th Street and the traffic analysis. As 
noted in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, although 188th Street will be closed, 
vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian access in the surrounding area will be maintained through 
the surrounding streets (i.e., Pioneer Street, South Street, and Corby Avenue), which are one 
or two blocks (or less than 500 feet) from the proposed street closure. Therefore, street 
closures will not adversely affect access to and from the surrounding communities. 

Additional discussion on the effects of street closures on pedestrian circulation and bicycle 
access has been added to Chapter 4, Section 4.2.3 of the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 5.2.1 of 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Communities and Neighborhoods 
Impact Analysis Report, including at 188th Street.  

Mitigation Measure LU-1 requires coordination and support from the affected cities as it 
pertains to future bicycle facilities. Although the mitigation measure involves amending the 
language to each of the affected jurisdiction’s bicycle plans, it requires the approval of the 
affected jurisdictions. Additionally, as explained in Chapter 4 Section 4.1.3.2 under the 
subheading “Consistency with Local Land Use Plans, Policies, and Regulations” of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, the planned bicycle facilities that could potentially be affected by the Project are not 
currently funded or scheduled for implementation and, thus, are not considered reasonably 
foreseeable. The Draft EIS/EIR concluded that even with implementation of Mitigation 
Measure LU-1, adverse effects would remain after mitigation because the measure is not fully 
under Metro's jurisdiction to implement. Nevertheless, Metro will continue to encourage, 
support, and recommend that the affected jurisdictions amend and/or develop bicycle plans 
and paths that maintain connectivity and mobility. 

CC-3-30 The LOS grades in the analysis are based on delay, and those ranges are based on the 
Highway Capacity Manual (HCM). The relationship between delay and LOS has not changed 
since the 2010 HCM. Additionally, reported delay values were determined using the SimTraffic 
software, not the HCM methodologies. Simulation was determined to be a more robust and 
accurate means of projecting delay than the analytical methodologies in the HCM. 

CC-3-31 The traffic analysis and LOS were based on intersection traffic counts, geometry, and signal 
timing observations. The year 2017 was used for the existing conditions analysis as that was 
the year the Notice of Preparation was filed, initiating the CEQA process. The industry-
standard Synchro/SimTraffic software was used to conduct the assessment. Future 
developments are captured in the ambient growth, which was developed from output from the 
Metro Travel Demand Model. Further traffic circulation analysis is not required. 

CC-3-32 Refer to the response to comment CC-3-2 regarding the design option included in the Final 
EIS/EIR. In response to comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR, including this comment, the 
traffic analysis was updated to include additional intersections in the City of Artesia, including 
the Alburtis Avenue/South Street intersection, which is shown in Table 5.4 in Section 5.1.2 of 
the Transportation Impact Analysis Report and in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

The Corby Avenue/South Street intersection was not analyzed or added to the traffic analysis 
based on an assessment of changes in traffic volumes resulting from the Project. Specifically, 
this intersection did not meet the threshold for inclusion in the traffic analysis as there will not 
be 50 or more project trips added to this location. 

Additionally, in response to this comment, the new intersection at the parking structure 
entrance/Solana Place on Pioneer Boulevard was added to the traffic analysis and is included 
in Table 5.4 in Section 5.1.2 of the Transportation Impact Analysis Report and in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.4.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. The other parking structure access intersection from 
Corby Avenue was not analyzed because that will not be a primary access point to the 
structure. 
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CC-3-33 Refer to the response to comment CC-3-11 regarding modifications made to the entrance of 
the parking structure since the Draft EIS/EIR, including the addition of a traffic signal. As 
stated in response to comment CC-3-32, this intersection has been added to the traffic 
analysis prepared in support of the Final EIS/EIR.  

Regarding the Pioneer Boulevard and 188th Street intersection, under the No Build Alternative, 
the intersection will operate at LOS A (5 seconds/vehicle) for the overall intersection. While 
the northbound left-turn volumes will increase with the Project, the southbound through/right 
volume (462 vehicles/hour in the AM peak) are low enough to allow for the permissive left 
turn for the northbound left turn. Therefore, the total combined volume (less than 1,000 
vehicles/hour) is low enough that the northbound queues will not reach to South Street. The 
intersection will be closed to accommodate the Pioneer Station park-and-ride structure under 
the LPA. 

To provide a conservative analysis, tail tracks were analyzed as part of the traffic analysis of the 
Pioneer Station, with an assumption of a gate down time of 45 seconds, a value that is 
consistent with the other terminus station locations in the Metro Rail system. However, typical 
train operations at the Pioneer Station will use the front end crossover north of the station 
platform to change train directions. The usage of the back end crossovers and tail track 
provides operational flexibility in the event of a service disruption or special service, and is only 
employed during normal operations. Information regarding the use of the tail tracks has been 
added to Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, under the heading “From I-105/C Line 
Station to Pioneer Station.” 

CC-3-34 Due to the regional nature of the Project, the Metro Travel Demand Model was the 
appropriate tool for forecast, including ridership projection and mode split that determine the 
number of park-and-ride and kiss-and-ride trips within the vicinity of the proposed stations. 
Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) best summarizes the model output for the 
kiss-and-ride and park-and-ride turning movement volumes at the study intersections as a 
result of implementing the Project. 

As stated in response to comment CC-3-32, Corby Avenue is not the primary access point to 
the parking structure. Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR included Project Measure 
TR PM-10 (Pioneer Station Parking Access), which stated that vehicle access to the parking 
structure would be directed through signage to enter/exit from Pioneer Boulevard.  

CC-3-35 Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) included all intersection volume counts, 
including turning movements, for existing conditions, the No Build Alternative, and the Build 
Alternatives. The appendix has been updated to include the corresponding information for the 
intersections added to the traffic analysis since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Metro provided the SimTraffic output to staff from various departments for review via email 
on July 20, 2022. These files are included as an attachment to the updated Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report that supports the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-3-36 Updated parking surveys were conducted on select streets near the Pioneer Station during 
non-holiday weekdays in March and May 2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.. The survey time periods were 
determined based on the surrounding land uses and considered parking restrictions in each 
neighborhood. The visual survey map is included in Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. Table 4.46 identifies parking 
by location (side street) and notes if there are parking restrictions. The parking identified is 
located in publicly accessible locations. 
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CC-3-37 The parking demand noted in this comment is applicable to Alternative 1 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and response to comment CC-3-39 
regarding the updated spillover parking analysis for the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR.  

CC-3-38 The parking demand noted in this comment is applicable to Alternative 2 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and response to comment CC-3-39 
regarding the updated spillover parking analysis for the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR.  

CC-3-39 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking impacts and additional transit parking. 
Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, the supply of parking in the parking structure will 
accommodate demand at the Pioneer Station. Additionally, the spillover parking analysis has 
been updated in the Final EIS/EIR to no longer rely on available on-street parking where the 
demand for transit parking is forecasted to exceed supply. Removing the availability of on-
street parking as a consideration for transit parking provides a more conservative approach to 
the analysis of potential impacts related to spillover parking at the stations because it does not 
assume that demand could be met by using on-street parking, if available. 

CC-3-40 As stated in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR for Alternatives 1 and 2, it is possible 
that adverse effects would remain after mitigation because parking demand, the subsequent 
strategies that may be utilized with implementation of the mitigation measures, and the 
community response are unknown. The analysis acknowledges that although model 
projections do not show parking demand exceeding supply, there is a potential for an 
adjustment period in the short term after the Project opens and passengers seek to find 
parking at certain locations.  
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CC-3-41 Section 5.2.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix E of the Draft EIS/EIR) discusses the potential land use impacts 
associated with the aerial alignment. Specifically, within the City of Artesia the Project will be 
on an aerial structure at Gridley Road/183rd Street. The aerial alignment will be situated within 
the PEROW and to the rear of residential and commercial properties. The highest point (35 
feet) will be at the street intersection and the structure will decrease in height. The aerial 
structure will be approximately 25 feet or less to the rear of residential and commercial 
structures in the City of Artesia. The height and massing of the aerial structure will be 
compatible with the surrounding residential and commercial uses. Additionally, VA PM-8 
(Residential Screening for Aerial Structures) has been added, which will screen the aerial 
structure from residential properties, making the aerial structure more compatible with the 
adjacent land uses where the soundwall is not sufficiently tall to provide similar privacy 
screening. This measure is described in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Final EIS/EIR.  

The closure of 187th Street at the railroad ROW is not expected to create a significant impact 
related to the physical division of a community within the City of Artesia because access to the 
other side of the railroad ROW will be provided along 186th Street, 188th Street, and South 
Street, all of which are within 1,100 feet of 187th Street. The closure of 187th Street will not 
interfere with vehicular access and mobility to community assets and residential 
neighborhoods as alternate routes between both sides of the affected streets will be available, 
and vehicular access to all properties will be maintained. Thus, the closure of 187th Street at 
the railroad ROW will not adversely affect the character and cohesion of the City of Artesia. 

Analysis of a new design option (closure of 186th Street, 187th Street remains open) has been 
incorporated as Section 4.1.3.3 in the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 5.3 in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact Analysis Report. Traffic impacts are 
discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Section 5.1.2 of the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. As noted in 
Table 5.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report, intersections in the City of Artesia will not result in adverse effects.  

See response to comment CC-3-13 regarding noise impacts. Noise mitigation measures are 
identified in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR to reduce potentially significant noise and 
vibration effects that will occur during construction activities and during operations, with 
updated measures included in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR.  

CC-3-42 See response to comments CC-3-31 and CC-3-32 regarding the traffic methodology. South 
Street at the I-605 northbound and southbound off-ramps and Pioneer Boulevard at the SR-91 
eastbound and westbound off-ramps did not meet the threshold for inclusion in the traffic 
analysis as there will not be 50 or more project trips added to these locations. 

CC-3-43 See response to comment CC-3-39. 

CC-3-44 See response to comment CC-3-2. 

CC-3-45 See response to comment CC-3-2. 
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CC-3-46 See response to comment CC-3-16. 

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, station areas are designed to 
be sensitive to the specific urban context. Pedestrian-oriented and public art will be installed to 
improve visual character. Stations will be designed to be consistent with Metro's Systemwide 
Station Design Standards, which allows flexibility to accommodate the visual character and 
identity of the surrounding community, including public art and landscaping. The MRDC 
requires that stations be designed to reflect the specific urban context of each station. The 
MRDC also requires that ornamental landscaping be provided for stations and landscaping 
should add to the character and identity of the existing neighborhood and is responsive to and 
complementary with station architecture, art, signage, graphics, and lighting design. 

CC-3-47 See response to comment CC-3-16. 

CC-3-48 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “For purposes of the land use 
analysis, the Affected Area for land use is defined as the area within approximately 50 feet of 
the Build Alternatives, including the proposed alignment, stations, parking facilities, TPSSs, 
and MSF site options as these adjacent areas have been identified to be the area of potential 
impact.” A distance of 50 feet was selected as the land uses immediately adjacent to the 
project components would be directly affected by land use compatibility issues associated with 
the project components. The specific plans identified in this comment are outside of the 
Affected Area and, thus, were not analyzed in the land use section. Nevertheless, the LPA will 
be consistent with these specific plans. The primary objectives of the Artesia Live Specific Plan, 
which is approximately 0.6 mile north of the Pioneer Station, are to identify land use options 
that include increased housing densities and mixed uses, as well as create pedestrian linkages, 
between community facilities and major recreation, retail, and residential nodes of activity, The 
Artesia Live Specific Plan includes the development of a mixed-use project that consists of a 
hotel, commercial, and residential uses. Applicable goals of the Pioneer Specific Plan include 
encouraging a pattern of mixed-use development that takes maximum advantage of the 
physical, social, and economic potential of the specific plan area without adversely impacting 
the adjacent viable residential and commercial properties and encouraging design standards 
that promote pedestrian and commercial activity and a quality living environment for the City’s 
senior residents. Development associated with the Pioneer Specific Plan includes commercial 
retail and senior housing. The Pioneer Specific Plan encourages pedestrian-friendly amenities. 
The Artesia Live II Specific Plan consists of a mixed-use development with residential 
condominiums, retail, and restaurant uses. Applicable goals of the South Street Specific Plan 
include encouraging a pattern of commercial retail uses that takes maximum advantage of the 
physical, social, and economic potential of the specific plan area without adversely impacting 
the adjacent viable residential and commercial properties, and encouraging design standards 
that promote pedestrian and commercial activity. The South Street Specific Plan permits 
commercial land uses (office, retail, and restaurant) that serve the local and regional markets. 
As with the Pioneer Specific Plan, the South Street Specific Plan encourages pedestrian-
friendly amenities. The LPA will not conflict with these specific plans because the LPA will 
provide transit stations that may encourage and promote development (such as higher-density 
development, mixed commercial/residential uses, affordable housing, neighborhood-oriented 
and regional retail, and employment opportunities) within the specific plan areas.   

CC-3-49 See response to comment CC-3-39. 
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CC-3-50 See response to comment CC-3-2. Although 187th Street is proposed for closure as part of the 
LPA (with 186th Street being closed instead if the design option is implemented), pedestrian 
crossings will be added to the north and south sides of 187th Street to maintain pedestrian 
bicycle circulation, preserving pedestrian and bicyclist access and connectivity to downtown 
Artesia and the surrounding neighborhood. The Artesia Historic District Recreational Trails 
will remain, and access will be maintained. The LPA will not preclude future development of a 
bike path along the PEROW. There is sufficient room within the PEROW to accommodate the 
proposed Pioneer Station and a future bike path in the area.  

All mitigation measures listed in the Final EIS/EIR will be part of the Mitigation Measure 
Report Program. 

CC-3-51 See responses to comments CC-3-2 and CC-3-50. Pedestrian access will be maintained, as this 
will be the northern station entrance for the Pioneer Station.  

CC-3-52 Demographic information presented in Chapter 4, Section 4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Communities and Neighborhoods Impact Analysis 
Report (Appendix G to the Draft EIS/EIR) is based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau and 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG). As described in Section 4.2.2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, an indicator of the stability of a community or neighborhood can be determined 
by how long the residents have lived at their current addresses. SCAG does not provide data 
with regard to the length of time residents have lived at their current address. The only 
available U.S. Census Bureau data regarding length of time residents have lived at their current 
address is the American Community Survey data for residents in the same house after one 
year. No other demographic data are available that show the length of time residents have 
lived at their current address.  

Metro will continue to coordinate with local jurisdictions regarding First/Last Mile (FLM) 
improvements, including pedestrian and bicycle connections, in accordance with the Metro 
First/Last Mile Guidelines. Improvements focus on specific pedestrian connections within 0.5 
mile of stations and connections to bike networks within 3 miles of stations in coordination 
with cities and key stakeholders. Pursuant to the Metro FLM Guidelines, cities are responsible 
for advancing the design, environmental clearance (if needed), construction, and maintenance 
of FLM connections.  

CC-3-53 See response to comments CC-3-11, CC-3-12, and CC-3-48.  

Section 5.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix E to the Draft EIS/EIR) discusses how the Project is consistent with 
applicable goals and policies of the City of Artesia General Plan as it relates to alternative 
modes of transportation, transit opportunities, and increased residential and commercial 
densities around transit facilities and major corridors. 

See response to comment CC-3-17 regarding acquisitions. Acquisitions and displacements 
have been minimized as feasible. See response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the 
Uniform Act and California Relocation Act.  

CC-3-54 See response CR-DIS-2 regarding updates to the acquisition and displacement data for the 
LPA. Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to state that the affected 
residential acquisitions are not rent-controlled units. See Common Response CR-DIS-1 
regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act. When a relocation 
occurs, including rent-controlled units, a specific individual relocation process will be 
established for each business/residence and potential sites will be analyzed and considered. 
Coordination with affected businesses/residents is required as part of this process and will 
occur after the Record of Decision for the Final EIS is issued.  
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CC-3-55 Mitigation Measure VA-3 (Construction Screening) has been revised to include residential 
properties as a type of sensitive land use where construction activities and laydown areas will 
be screened from view. Refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.4 of the Final EIS/EIR for the 
updated measure.  

The suggested language is similar to language that will be provided in the construction 
management plan. These types of measures will be applied along the entirety of the Project, as 
applicable, and not only to the City of Artesia.   

Section 4.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Construction Methods 
Report (previously Appendix L of the Draft EIS/EIR) states that construction staging areas will 
include areas for parking for field personnel. As discussed in the CEQA determination 
discussion in Section 4.19.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR and in Section 7.4.3.2 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix I to the Draft EIS/EIR), project-related construction activities are required to comply 
with the South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 403, which does not permit track-
out dust to extend 25 feet or more beyond the active construction area and requires all track-
out dirt to be removed at the end of each workday or evening shift. 

CC-3-56 VA PM-6 (Local Zoning Ordinances) specifically pertains to scenic quality. Language has been 
added to VA PM-6 (Local Zoning Ordinances) to clarify that the project measure pertains to 
scenic quality. However, per the terms of the Master Cooperative Agreement, design plans will 
be provided to the city for review. 
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CC-3-57 See response CR-GEN-3 regarding the Cut-and-Cover Study. Metro met with city staff on 
September 29, 2022, and the Technical Advisory Committee on October 3, 2022, to discuss 
results of the Cut-and-Cover Study. In a letter dated October 10, 2022, the City withdrew the 
request for consideration of underground alignments as alternatives to the LPA. 

An at-grade alignment at the intersection of Gridley Road/183rd Street is not feasible due to 
the street geometry and safety challenges at this intersection. An at-grade alignment at this 
location will require street restriping, lane configuration changes, potential property 
acquisitions, pedestrian and traffic safety improvements, traffic signaling changes, and 
reduced operational speeds. It was concluded that an at-grade configuration will remain 
operationally challenging even with safety improvements. 

In the City of Artesia, the PEROW is primarily situated to the rear of properties. The aerial 
structure at Gridley Road/183rd Street will be supported by retaining walls and columns 
northwest of Gridley Road/183rd Street. The aerial structure will be situated to the rear of the 
affected residential properties. Although residents of these properties will be able to see the 
retaining wall and/or columns from their backyards, many of the residential properties that will 
have views of the aerial structure currently have views of the rear of commercial buildings that 
are at a similar height as the proposed aerial structure. As discussed under “Aerial Structures” 
in Table 4.4.8 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the aerial structure will be 
visible to residents, and the scale and massing will be consistent with the surrounding 
structures and fit with the character and context of the area. The aerial structure will not 
degrade visual character and quality of rail ROWs and the Affected Area. 

A TPSS and a parking structure will be located outside of the PEROW. As identified in Project 
Measure VA PM-4 (Landscaping Screening), TPSSs in residential areas will either be 
landscaped or incorporate design features to screen or improve the appearance of the TPSS. 
The parcels on which the parking structure will be located will be landscaped consistent with 
the local zoning ordinance as identified in Project Measure VA PM-6 (Local Zoning 
Ordinances). Landscaping that is installed will also be consistent with the MRDC or Metro 
Systemwide Station Design Standards, as identified in Project Measure VA PM-3 
(Landscaping). The use of landscaping will soften the appearance of the project components 
and maintain, rather than degrade, the visual character of residential areas.  

A discussion has been added in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Final EIS/EIR and the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix I to the Draft EIS/EIR), as applicable, explaining how the project 
measures (VA PM-1 through VA PM-8) will reduce visual and aesthetic impacts. 

CC-3-58 Table 4.5.9 and related analysis in Chapter 4, Section 4.5.3.1 of the Final EIS/EIR and Table 5.1 
in Section 5.1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact 
Analysis Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) has been revised to clarify the 
transportation analysis as the source of the information. 

CC-3-59 The concurrence from the Transportation Conformity Working Group has been added to the 
appendix for the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR).   
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CC-3-60 The construction durations listed in Table 4.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Construction Methods Impact Report (previously Appendix L of the Draft EIS/EIR) 
have been updated to reflect revised assumptions and durations for construction scheduling. 
After the release of the Draft EIS/EIR, coordination with key stakeholders continued, resulting 
in refinements to the LPA and a better understanding of project risks. Based on additional 
stakeholder feedback, staff has reassessed the schedule duration and contracting approach to 
reflect multiple contract packages. As such, the construction schedule has been modified from 
six years as shown in the Draft EIS/EIR to approximately eight years.  

Table 7.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) was removed from the Final EIS/EIR, and 
the final report instead references Table 4.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Construction Methods Impact Report. Emissions analyses were updated using 
the revised construction durations and schedule for all pollutants in the air quality analysis 
that supports the Final EIS/EIR. Emissions analyses reflect the point in time when the highest 
number of construction activities are occurring concurrently, so not all construction activities 
are included at a single point in time. Multiple scenarios were analyzed to determine the point 
in time with the highest quantity of construction emissions. See Section 7.2 of the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report for additional details 
regarding emissions analyses methodology. 

CC-3-61 The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Construction Methods Impact Report 
(Metro 2021g) (Appendix L of the Draft EIS/EIR) was used as the basis of the emissions 
calculations presented in the Draft EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J to the Draft EIS/EIR). The reference 
in Section 7.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact 
Analysis Report was incorrectly cited as (Metro 2020g) but the analysis did use the correct 
version of the report.  

CC-3-62 Construction activities for the MSF site options were modeled separately from the other 
components of the Project in the Draft EIS/EIR. The MSF construction emissions were 
included in the maximum daily regional emissions analysis disclosed for all alternatives by 
combining them with the LRT construction emissions results from the first CalEEMod file. 

The “Worker Trip Number” values in the analysis represent one-way trips. Each instance of 
300 one-way trips associated with each project component corresponds to 150 round trips, 
which is consistent with the values summarized in Table 7.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft 
EIS/EIR). The total daily one-way worker trips included in the regional emissions analysis for 
Alternatives 1 and 2 was 1,800 trips, which is consistent with the 900 round trips presented in 
Table 7.2. Refer to the MSF construction CalEEMod output file in the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) 
for additional detail. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR stated that Alternative 3 construction 
emissions modeling accounted for 120 daily haul truck loads and 700 construction crew 
vehicles. These values are the daily vehicle activity that was accounted for in the Alternative 3 
construction emissions modeling, which was estimated by multiplying the Alternative 1 and 2 
daily haul truck emissions by 80 percent and the daily worker trip emissions by 7/9 
(approximately 78 percent). 

CC-3-63 Section 7.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact 
Analysis Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) that was prepared in support of the 
Final EIS/EIR has been revised to correct the typographical error. 
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CC-3-64 Alternative 3 is identified as the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. See GEN-1 regarding LPA 
identification. 

Table 7.5 in Section 7.3.4.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air 
Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) summarized the maximum 
daily air pollutant emissions that would be generated during construction of Alternative 3. The 
CalEEMod output files for the light rail corridor construction emissions and the MSF 
construction emissions are included as Appendix A to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report. 

The maximum daily emissions shown in Table 7.5 represent the combined (summed) 
emissions from the two CalEEMod output files (light rail corridor + MSF) included in the 
appendix, accounting for the adjustments described above in response to comment CC-3-62. 
(Table 7.5 (120 daily haul truck trips instead of 150 and 700 daily worker vehicle trips instead 
of 900 as modeled for Alternative 1 and Alternative 2)). 

CC-3-65 Alternative 3 will not generate emissions that exceed the regional or localized significance 
thresholds established by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as 
shown in Chapter 4, Table 4.19.6 and Table 4.19.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Therefore, no 
mitigation measures are required to comply with the CEQA regulation. See response CR-AQ-3 
regarding air quality impact thresholds and guidance, and Metro-related policy. 

CC-3-66 Alternative 3 is identified as the LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. The LPA does not include 
construction of underground stations.  

CC-3-67 The text in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis 
Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) related to Alternatives 3 and 4 was in comparison to 
the analysis for Alternatives 1 and 2. Tables 7.4 through 7.6 in this report summarized the 
maximum daily emissions for construction of each Build Alternative and accounts for all 
sources involved in construction activities that could be occurring on a given day, including 
those associated with construction of the MSF. 

CC-3-68 Emissions that will be generated by construction of the MSF are accounted for in the 
maximum daily emissions included in Table 7.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR). The values 
shown in Table 7.5 reflect the combined (summed) emissions from construction of the light 
rail corridor and MSF CalEEMod output files provided in the appendix to the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft 
EIS/EIR), with adjustments made as described in response to comment CC-3-64, above: 
maximum daily haul truck loads reduced from 150 to 120 and maximum daily worker vehicle 
trips reduced from 900 to 700 for Alternative 3 relative to Alternatives 1 and 2. Consistent with 
the conclusions described in the Draft EIS/EIR for construction of Alternative 3, the analysis in 
the Final EIS/EIR for the LPA determined that construction will not generate emissions in 
excess of any SCAQMD regional or localized threshold, and impacts will be less than 
significant. 

CC-3-69 The appendix provided in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality 
Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) included all relevant modeling files. 
This same information was also included in the appendices for the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report (Appendix K of 
the Draft EIS/EIR) and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Energy Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix U of the Draft EIS/EIR). 
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CC-3-70 In response to this comment, the analysis contained in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report have been updated for 
the Final EIS/EIR using CalEEMod version 2020.4.0. The updated results are included in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 7.3.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report. The analysis in the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report has 
also been updated. Consistent with the conclusions described in the Draft EIS/EIR for 
Alternative 3, the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions analysis in the Final EIS/EIR determined 
that construction and future operation of the LPA will result in less than significant impacts. 
The LPA will provide environmental benefits by inducing a net decrease in annual GHG 
emissions—approximately 8,202 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents (8,202 MTCO2e) 
per year—through the indirect displacement of mobile source emissions resulting from 
transportation mode shift from passenger vehicle trips to light rail transit trips. 

CC-3-71 All revisions made to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Air Quality 
Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix J of the Draft EIS/EIR) have been incorporated 
into Chapter 4, Sections 4.5 and 4.19.3.5 of the Final EIS/EIR. Refer to the responses to prior 
comments for specific edits made to the impact reports and Final EIS/EIR sections. 

CC-3-72 The emissions modeling completed for the Draft EIS/EIR accounted for the demolition 
activities detailed in Table 4-1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Construction Methods Report (Appendix L to the Draft EIS/EIR), although this information was 
not identified in Tables 7.1 and 7.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report (Appendix K to the Draft EIS/EIR). The 
analysis in the Final EIS/EIR reflects the information in Table 4.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Construction Methods Impact Report. 

CC-3-73 The export and import quantities listed in Table 7.3 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Air Quality Impact Analysis Report (Appendix J to the Draft EIS/EIR) were 
correct at the time of the Draft EIS/EIR. Subsequent calculations to reflect design refinements 
have resulted in updates to the export and import quantities, which are included in Table 
4.19.8 in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 of the Final EIS/EIR and reflected in construction air 
quality and GHG analysis. 

CC-3-74 See response to comment CC-3-70. 

CC-3-75 The GHG emissions analysis documented in Chapter 4, Section 4.6 of the Final EIS/EIR and 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact 
Analysis Report has been updated to reflect responses to public comments related to GHG 
emissions. See responses to prior comments for specific changes. Consistent with the 
conclusions described in the Draft EIS/EIR for Alternative 3, the GHG emissions analysis in 
the Final EIS/EIR determined that construction and future operation of the LPA will result in 
less than significant impacts. The LPA will provide environmental benefits by inducing a net 
decrease in regional GHG emissions—approximately 8,202 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalents (8,202 MTCO2e) per year—through the indirect displacement of mobile source 
emissions resulting from transportation mode shift from passenger vehicle trips to light rail 
transit trips. 
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CC-3-76 Section 1.5.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration 
Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M to the Draft EIS/EIR) documents the methodology used 
for vibration assessment. The report identifies that the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
General Assessment procedures were applied, which use generalized data to develop a curve 
of vibration level as a function of distance from the track. As stated in Section 1.5.5, the 
General Assessment was used to predict where potential vibration impacts would occur. The 
appropriateness of this approach is further documented in the FTA Transit Noise and 
Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, which is referenced as (FTA 2018) in the Impact 
Analysis Report. The Impact Assessment Manual, in Section 6.4, states “In the General 
Vibration Assessment, it is preferable to make a conservative assessment of the impact and 
include buildings that may ultimately not be subject to impact.” The manual also states that 
following the General Vibration Assessment procedures, if the “Projected vibration is below 
the impact threshold [then v] vibration impact is unlikely, and the environmental document 
should state this.” Additionally, the manual states that if the “Projected ground-borne 
vibration is 0 to 5 dB greater than the impact threshold [then t]here is a strong chance that 
actual ground-borne vibration levels will be below the impact threshold. The environmental 
document should report impact at these locations as exceeding the applicable threshold, 
present possible mitigation measures and costs, and commit to conducting more detailed 
studies to refine the vibration impact analysis during the engineering phase." Mitigation 
Measures VIB-3 (Vibration Control Plan) through VIB-7 (Construction Monitoring for Vibration 
Near Historic Properties/Historical Resources) are anticipated to avoid construction vibration 
levels that would exceed the FTA construction impact criteria. Therefore, impacts related to 
construction vibration will be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

CC-3-77 The emergency generators are only used for emergency situations and do not represent a 
regular source of noise, such as the LRT vehicle noise or audible warnings at at-grade 
crossings. Therefore, emergency generators are not included in the noise analysis. 

CC-3-78 Train length shown in Table 1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M to the Draft EIS/EIR) is number of 
carriages (i.e., the train consist). The value is unitless. 

CC-3-79 The automatic volume adjustment controls on the public address system are components of 
the Project and included as part of the standard Metro design for stations. The automatic 
volume adjustment controls are not necessary to mitigate an impact and therefore are not 
included as a mitigation measure. 

See response CR-NOI-1 regarding the noise impacts analysis and proposed mitigation 
measures to reduce noise levels during construction and operational activities. 
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CC-3-80 The noise analysis in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR follows the Detailed Noise Analysis 
Procedure per the FTA Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018. The 
Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure considers LRT sources of noise (LRT pass-by noise, TPSS 
noise, special trackwork, and crossing signals) and mitigation measures, such as soundwalls.  

The noise analysis considers the distance of receptors from the source, speeds, special 
trackwork (crossovers) noise penalties, intervening building rows, as well as the noted track 
elevation for aerial guideways. The analysis for determining barrier noise attenuation considers 
topography, receptor, source, and barrier elevations, respective heights and distances of each 
of these noted elements, along with barrier height. As noted in the comment, many of the 
listed variables have been included in the analysis to determine the effectiveness of mitigation 
and mitigated noise levels. The noise analysis was reviewed by FTA and found to be consistent 
with the Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure to assess transit noise. The level of detail satisfies 
both the requirements of NEPA and CEQA. 

See response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed 
mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during construction and operational activities. 

CC-3-81 The standards noted in the comment are included in Table 3.18 in Section 3.4.11 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). The City of Los Angeles specifically notes 75 dBA at 50 feet 
as the construction equipment noise standard. The standards included in the City of Artesia 
Municipal Code are more similar to operational noise standards based on the lower limit of 
noise. The limit of the noise standard will not permit construction within the City of Artesia as 
most construction equipment will exceed the standard upon being started. Time limitations 
are one of the methods a city or public agency may try to limit exposure to construction noise. 
Per the City of Artesia General Plan Update Environmental Impact Report 2010, “As noted 
above, Municipal Code Section 5-2.06 Prohibited Noise – Specific Violations, allows 
construction noise provided activities occur between the hours of 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM.” The 
exemption for construction noise occurring between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM is also noted in the 
Arkansas Street Residential Development and Specific Plan Noise Impact Study, prepared by 
the City of Artesia and dated July 25, 2022. 

Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-8 requires the preparation of a Noise Control Plan to 
minimize construction noise. As required by Mitigation Measure NOI-8, “If nighttime 
construction is planned, a noise variance may be prepared by the contractor, if required by the 
jurisdiction, that demonstrates the implementation of control measures to maintain noise 
levels below the applicable FTA standards.” This measure is referred to as Mitigation Measure 
NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan) in the Final EIS/EIR. 

See response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed 
mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during operational activities. See response CR-
NOI-2 regarding construction activities and mitigation. 

CC-3-82 The noted language was written based on guidance provided by the 2018 FTA Transit Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual and is not a direct quotation of text. The FTA 
guidance mandates specific noise impact criteria for transit operations based on existing 
ambient noise levels. Local city jurisdictions typically include “brightline” operational noise 
thresholds that may already be exceeded under the existing condition. A brightline noise 
threshold is a set number that does not take into account existing conditions and the potential 
for a project to result in a noticeable increase over existing conditions. The FTA operational 
noise impact criteria take into consideration the existing condition and the potential human 
response to changes in the existing condition. 
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CC-3-83 Appendix G CEQA Checklist questions are addressed in Section 4.7.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR and 
in Section 6 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration 
Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

Regarding using the FTA noise criteria, Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines states that "[t]he 
following is a sample form that may be tailored to satisfy individual agencies’ needs and 
project circumstances." Metro, as the CEQA lead agency, has the responsibility to determine 
the appropriate criteria for the Project. In adding an additional requirement, to compare the 
project-generated noise against the FTA impact criteria in addition to local general plans and 
ordinances, Metro has expanded the scope of the sample criteria. The FTA noise impact 
criteria were specifically developed to address transit noise based on well documented criteria 
and research on human response to community noise. The FTA noise criteria take into 
consideration the change from the existing condition and how noise generated by a project 
would result in noticeable, potentially impactful changes in the ambient noise environment. 
The existing ambient noise measurements form the baseline that determines the moderate 
and severe impact criteria and what increase may occur before these criteria for impacts are 
exceeded. The analysis includes consideration of the existing ambient noise and mitigation 
where the FTA criteria are exceeded. 

The City of Artesia General Plan Noise Element Noise and Land Use Compatibility Matrix was 
not developed for transit noise and does not take into account changes from existing 
conditions. It is frequently the case that the standards included in land use and noise 
compatibility matrices are already exceeded under existing conditions. For informational 
purposes, predicted operational LRT noise levels after implementation of mitigation will be in 
the range of 41 to 65 dBA Ldn for the entirety of the project extent. These noise levels will be in 
the residential (low density) normally acceptable range of 50 to 60 dBA Ldn conditionally 
acceptable range of 55 to 70 dBA Ldn as listed in Table 5.6-1 of the City of Artesia General Plan 
Noise Element.  

CC-3-84 See responses to comment CC-3-81 and CC-3-83. 

The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR) has been revised to remove “The project 
would be located in multiple jurisdictions with competing noise standards.” 

CC-3-85 See response to comment CC-3-81. 

CC-3-86 The noise analysis includes the appropriate speed, elevation, and track type adjustment for the 
retained fill and elevated guideways in the City of Artesia and the predicted noise levels and 
impacts at nearby sensitive receptors. See Figure 4.7-11 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
for a depiction of proposed mitigation and potential residual impacts after mitigation in the 
City of Artesia. As described in Section 4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR, the analysis has been updated 
since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. The updated results are included in Sections 4.7.3 and 
4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

See response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed 
mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during operational activities. 
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CC-3-87 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR discusses design features that will be 
implemented to address water quality impacts and ensure compliance with existing 
stormwater permits. As discussed in Section 4.11.3, low-impact development (LID) best 
management practices (BMPs) will be implemented at station parking facilities. The specific 
LID BMPs will be identified in later stages of design as design advances. 

Specific storm drain improvements required to provide adequate drainage for the Project will 
be developed as design advances. These improvements will also preserve drainage patterns 
and meet local standards. Additionally, specific water quality controls will be identified as 
design advances.  

With implementation of the design features described in Section 4.11.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
the Project will not result in adverse effects to water quality; therefore, mitigation will not be 
required. 

CC-3-88 The reference to Section 2 has been changed to Section 3. Section 3 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Water Resources Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix T of the Draft EIS/EIR) discusses the regulatory and permit requirements. 

CC-3-89 Operational energy consumption was estimated based on the reduction in regional vehicles 
miles traveled for passenger vehicles, electricity needed to power the stations and tracks, and 
energy required to operate the MSF. Since completion of the Draft EIS/EIR, these have not 
changed. The calculations were refined in the Final EIS/EIR with respect to the LPA to reflect 
newer energy consumption factors from EMFAC2021 and more precise information about 
Metro’s fleet consumption rates. The operational results are reflected in Table 4.12.4 in 
Section 4.12.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

CalEEMod modeling has been revised to reflect an updated construction schedule for the LPA. 
The updated analysis is incorporated in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.12 of the Final EIS/EIR and 
in Chapter 7 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Energy Impact Analysis 
Report. The analysis has been updated with the construction-related energy use associated 
with off-road equipment, diesel trucks, and gasoline-powered vehicles. Similar to the 
conclusions in the Draft EIS/EIR for Alternative 3, the LPA will not result in a significant 
impact related to energy resource consumption during construction activities.  

The same updated CalEEMod modeling was also used to update the air quality and GHG 
emissions analyses. 

CC-3-90 The City of Artesia Historic District Recreational Trail was completed in April 2021 during the 
preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR and approximately three months prior to the public release of 
the Draft EIS/EIR. In response to this comment, the City of Artesia Historic District 
Recreational Trail has been added to existing conditions and analysis in Section 4.16.2.2 and in 
Table 4.16.2 of Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR. The engineering plans included in Appendix B 
have also been updated to include the recreational trail. 

CC-3-91 Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Construction Methods Report 
(Appendix L of the Draft EIS/EIR) identified utilities that could be affected by the Project, 
including the owner, type, size, location, and the disposition (e.g., protect in place, relocate). 
This information has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR and is included as Appendix A in the 
updated West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Construction Methods Report. Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19.2.4 of the Final EIS/EIR includes a reference to this appendix. Due to FTA page 
length requirements, not all utilities within all cities along the alignment can be identified 
within the body of the EIS/EIR. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-11-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-11-2 Comments are addressed individually by topic in the responses that follow. 

CC-11-3 Table 5-2 and Table 5-4 in Section 5.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) have 
been updated to reflect that Intersections No. 50 and No. 52 are located within the City of Bell. 
Tables 3.10 and 3.12 in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS/EIR were also updated. These revisions do not 
affect the analysis or conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

CC-11-4 Not all referenced documents are currently available online. Should a reviewing agency require 
additional supporting information for review, they may contact Metro to obtain copies of 
digitally available documents. 

CC-11-5 The Synchro files have been added as an appendix to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix A Attachment 8). 

CC-11-6 Blank pages in the Final EIS/EIR have been updated to note “This page intentionally left blank.” 
No change has been made to the Final EIS/EIR supporting documents. 

CC-11-7 Table 5.10 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report (previously Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) has been revised to note that the 
headways are shown in minutes. 

CC-11-8 The reference to Figure 1-2 in Section 1.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) is correct. The figure 
includes a photograph of current conditions at the existing Paramount Boulevard/Rosecrans 
Avenue crossing, which provides an example of one of the common configurations of at-grade 
crossings illustrated in Figure 1-1. 

CC-11-9 Traffic analysis was conducted using Synchro and SimTraffic, the companion simulation tool. 
Section 1.6.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report has been updated to state that both tools were used. 

SimTraffic allows for the modeling of at-grade crossings, and implicitly considers the 
coordination effects of adjacent signals. It is a stochastic (random) process to simulate the 
vehicular traffic on the roads, and there are different results with each run. To account for the 
variations, five SimTraffic runs were conducted, and the average of the results was reported. 

The Synchro output files include details for the parameters used in the analysis. Synchro default 
values, which represent common practice, were used in some cases. Consistent values for these 
input parameters were used to allow for a consistent comparison between intersections in 
different jurisdictions and in future years where both field conditions and overall traffic 
conditions (e.g., improved vehicle technology) may change. 

Specific parameters were: 

 Saturation flow rate: 1,900 vehicles/hour/lane 

 Lane width: 12 feet 

 Grade: 0% 

 Storage length (for pockets): field-measured or from 10% engineering plans, from the end of 
the taper length (full width of pocket) to the limit line 

 Link speed: coded directly based on field speed limit 

 Peak hour factor: 0.92 

CC-77



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response

CC-11-10 Synchro and SimTraffic are both part of the same software package, but SimTraffic was
specifically used to evaluate delay. The combined Synchro/SimTraffic package was used to 
evaluate the study intersections, using intersection geometry, traffic volumes, train schedules, 
and signal timing. Synchro was used to code the network (including basic details of geometry, 
volumes, and timing) but was not used to conduct level-of-service (LOS) analysis. The 
companion SimTraffic simulation tool was used to assess delay because SimTraffic considers
the effects of the at-grade crossings and interactions between intersections (signal timing and 
queuing). SimTraffic is a stochastic (random) process for vehicular traffic on roads, and there
are different results with each run. To account for the variations, five SimTraffic runs were 
conducted, and the average of the results was reported.

Train schedules were coded into SimTraffic. To allow for a reasonable and accurate 
representation of the train crossing events for future train operations, a gate down event was 
coded at each train crossing location every 2.5 minutes. This approach represents a 5-minute 
headway for trains in both directions, consistent with the operating plan described in Chapter 2 
of the Draft EIS/EIR.

The SimTraffic model is stochastic (i.e., has random elements), so five separate simulation runs 
were conducted for each scenario, and the average of the five runs was used to report results. 
These procedures are consistent with standard professional practice. Similar analysis 
methodologies have been applied in Metro’s most recent similar environmental study (Metro 
Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2B) and other transit projects.

CC-11-11 Figure 2-4 from the Draft EIS/EIR has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR to depict the Locally 
Preferred Alternative (LPA) and better distinguish at-grade from aerial segments. Please refer to
Figure 2.3 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR.

CC-11-12 The comment correctly summarizes information from the Draft EIS/EIR.

CC-11-13 Mitigation measures were considered for intersections where the Project will result in an
adverse impact based on changes in LOS. Mitigation typically included signalizing intersections
that were currently stop-controlled, adding lanes, and/or extending turn bays. If mitigation will 
result in secondary impacts (typically, acquisition of right-of-way), mitigation was not proposed. 
All feasible mitigation measures are described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
This section presents the mitigation deemed feasible in text, on figures, and in a table format. 
The table also presents the LOS with mitigation and identifies if adverse impacts will remain. 
Mitigation Measures TRA-2 (Bell Avenue/Bissell Street), TRA-3 (Gage Avenue/ Salt Lake Avenue 
(West)), and TRA-4 (Gage Avenue/ California Avenue) are proposed within the City of Bell.
These measures are described in Tables 3.40 and 3.41 and are shown on Figures 3-11 and 3-12 
in the Draft EIS/EIR. The text of the mitigation measures indicates they are subject to the 
approval of the City of Bell.

See response to comment CC-11-5 regarding Synchro files.

CC-11-14  The footnote was a typographical error. The footnote was removed from the table for Gage 
Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue (West).

The westbound vehicle queue from the Gage Avenue train crossing is not anticipated to extend 
to Gage Avenue/Lucille Avenue. Details are provided in Table 5.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft 
EIS/EIR).

CC-11-15  The Draft EIS/EIR included Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter Signals). 
The project measure will be applied at locations where vehicle queuing is a concern and will 
discourage vehicles from queuing on railroad tracks. A pre-signal is proposed at the Gage 
Avenue at-grade crossing (see plan sheet CS-201 in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR).
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CC-11-16        With implementation of the Project, the Bell Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue intersection will become
signalized and coordinated with the nearby Bell Avenue at-grade train crossing (see plan sheet 
CS-201 in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR). The traffic signal and rail crossing will communicate 
with interconnect cabling, a typical communication setup for a traffic signalized intersection 
adjacent to signalized train crossings.

CC-11-17 The eastbound vehicle queue from the Bell Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue intersection is not 
anticipated to extend to Bell Avenue/Bissell Street. Details are provided in Table 5.4 of the West
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D 
of the Draft EIS/EIR).

CC-11-18 See response to comment CC-11-13. Mitigation Measures TRA-2 (Bell Avenue/Bissell Street), 
TRA-3 (Gage Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue (West)), and TRA-4 (Gage Avenue/California Avenue) are
identified for each of the three intersections cited in the comment. The mitigation measures will 
only be implemented subject to the approval of the applicable jurisdiction (City of Bell).

CC-11-19 On-street parking loss has not been identified within the City of Bell. As stated in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, for Alternatives 1 and 2 it is possible that adverse effects
would remain after mitigation because parking demand, the subsequent strategies that may be 
utilized with implementation of the mitigation measures, and the community response are 
unknown.

Measure TRA-21 in the Draft EIS/EIR (now referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-19 in the Final 
EIS/EIR) includes a variety of means to address spillover parking if it occurs. Metro will 
coordinate with the local jurisdiction if parking demand after the Project opens is at least 20% 
greater than pre-service demand.

Mitigation Measure TRA-22 (Parking Mitigation Program [Permanent]), now referred to as 
Mitigation Measure TRA-20 in the Final EIS/EIR, will address the physical loss of public parking 
spaces resulting from implementation of the LPA. Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR for 
Alternative 3, while adverse on-street parking or spillover parking effects are not anticipated for 
the LPA, Mitigation Measures TRA-19 and TRA-20 will be implemented.

CC-11-20 The comment correctly summarizes information from the Draft EIS/EIR.

CC-11-21        See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover parking analysis, which has been updated in the
Final EIS/EIR to no longer rely on available on-street parking where the demand for transit 
parking is forecasted to exceed supply. Removing the availability of on-street parking as a 
consideration for transit parking provides a more conservative approach to the analysis of 
potential impacts related to spillover parking at the stations because it does not assume that 
demand could be met by using on-street parking, if available. Parking demand from the Metro 
Travel Demand Model was also updated in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR to 
include all nine stations along the LPA, in addition to the forecasted demand restricted to the 
five stations with transit parking in the Draft EIS/EIR. The analysis was also updated to
represent the corridor-wide transit parking demand. As stated in this section, adverse effects 
related to spillover parking are not expected. Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR for Alternative 3, 
while adverse spillover parking effects are not anticipated for the LPA, Mitigation Measure TRA-
19 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) will be implemented.
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CC-11-22 Updated information on construction timeframes is included in the Final EIS/EIR (Chapter 4,
Section 4.19 and Chapter 3, Section 3.7). specific construction timing for the LPA has not yet 
been defined, as different construction approaches are currently under consideration and will 
ultimately be determined once a contractor is selected. A construction plan will be developed 
during the final design phase of the Project to further detail the construction durations,
schedule, and sequencing. General construction durations are provided for specific project 
elements (e.g., demolition, utility relocation, and at-grade guideway) in Table 4.1 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Construction Methods Impact Report (previously 
Appendix L to the Draft EIS/EIR). Transportation Management Plans (TMPs) are a proven 
strategy for minimizing potential transportation impacts during construction. Pursuant to 
Mitigation Measure TRA-18 (Transportation Management Plan(s)) (identified as Mitigation 
Measure TRA-20 in the Draft EIS/EIR), the development of the TMPs would be coordinated by 
Metro with the local jurisdictions. 
 

CC-11-23 The titles of the tables have been corrected. Refer to Tables 8.4 and 8.5 in the updated West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report.

CC-11-24 The pre-signals or queue-cutter signals are identified in the Draft EIS/EIR as TR PM-1 (Pre-
signals and Queue-cutter Signals) and will be implemented to discourage vehicles from
stopping or queueing on the tracks. The pre-signal is shown on plan sheet CS-201 in Appendix B 
of the Final EIS/EIR for intersection No. 49 (Gage Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue).

Traffic signal timing and the design of mitigation measures will be advanced based on field 
conditions during later stages of design. Intersections adjacent to those where mitigation is 
proposed will be reflected on plans as applicable depending on the limits of the mitigation 
design. The traffic signals and rail crossing will communicate with interconnect cabling, a typical 
communication setup for a traffic signalized intersection adjacent to signalized train crossings. 
Metro will coordinate with city staff per executed Master Cooperative Agreements. The Master 
Cooperative Agreements provide cities the opportunity to review design packages and provide 
comments. 

Mitigation measures are identified for the two intersections noted in the comment. See response 
to comment CC-11-18.

CC-11-25 Mitigation Measure TRA-2 (Bell Avenue/Bissell Street) was identified to address adverse 
impacts at intersection No. 51. With the implementation of the mitigation measure, adverse
impacts are not anticipated, as shown in Chapter 3, Table 3.41 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Chapter 
3, Table 3.24 of the Final EIS/EIR.

CC-11-26 The traffic operations analysis evaluated the Bell Avenue/California Avenue intersection. As 
shown in Table 3.14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in adverse 
impacts at this intersection. Therefore, mitigation is not required.

The Bell Avenue/Salt Lake Avenue intersection will be signalized and coordinated with the 
nearby Bell Avenue at-grade train crossing. The proposed signal is shown on plan sheet CS-201 
in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR for intersection No. 51 (Bell/Salt Lake).

CC-11-27 See responses to comments JPA-1-45, 46, 49, 52, 65, 74, 98, 106, 130, 131, 137, 142, 145, 156-
161, 164, 50, 51, 55-62, 167, 168, 133, 68, 69, 83-86, 53, 66, 70, 75-78, 80-82, 93-96, 98-100, 102-
105, 107-129, 133, 134, 136-139, 141, 143, 144-149, 151, 153, and 154 submitted by Eco-Rapid 
Transit. These responses are included in Appendix D of the Final EIS/EIR in the “Improvement 
Districts and Joint Powers Authorities” grouping of submissions.

CC-11-28 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and study of a future extension to LA 
Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo.
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City of Bellflower – CC-6 

Comment ID Response 

CC-6-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-6-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-6-3 The traffic analysis completed for the WSAB Project was based on forecasts to a horizon year of 
2042. Increases in traffic for future development (i.e., after 2017) were accounted for at a 
regional level by applying growth rates obtained from the Metro Travel Demand Model (adapted 
from the Southern California Association of Governments model). Future developments like the 
Mayne Events Center & Los Angeles County Fire Museum are captured as ambient growth, 
which was developed from outputs from the Metro Travel Demand Model. The parking 
structure is not a trip generator. 

The results of the level-of-service analysis for intersections on Bellflower Boulevard is included in 
Chapter 3, Table 3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR (intersection Nos. 86, 87, and 88). 

The Bellflower/Harvard intersection was not analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR. It is an unsignalized 
intersection (one-way stop-controlled). However, it was included in the additional analysis 
undertaken by Metro to support coordination with the City of Bellflower (separate from the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report [Appendix D 
of the Draft EIS/EIR]). That analysis focused on additional intersections in Bellflower, as 
requested by the City. Traffic operations were found to be acceptable. 

The Bellflower/Mayne intersection was analyzed as signalized in the Draft EIS/EIR (intersection 
No. 87 in Table 3.14). As shown in that table, the Project will not result in an adverse effect at 
that intersection and mitigation is not required. 

CC-6-4 Updated parking surveys were conducted during non-holiday weekdays in January, March, and 
May 2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The survey time periods were determined based on the 
surrounding land uses and considered parking restrictions in each neighborhood. The updated 
field survey is summarized in Section 4.5.1.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report that corresponds to the Final EIS/EIR. Table 
4.49 provides an updated summary of the field review of parking availability in the vicinity of the 
station. The number and type of parking spaces, including existing restrictions, in each block 
around the location, along with an assessment of available spaces (based on the field 
observation), are provided. The visual survey map is included in Appendix A of the report. On-
street parking loss due to implementation of LPA will not result in the on-street parking supply 
to decrease below demand within the City of Bellflower, and adverse impacts were not identified. 
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CC-6-5 As explained in Section 3.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Bellflower maintenance and storage 
facility (MSF) site is similar in purpose and operation to the Metro Division 22 maintenance 
facility in the City of Lawndale. To determine traffic volumes for the WSAB Project MSF site, 
driveway traffic counts were conducted at Metro Division 22. The driveway counts were then 
used to establish a peak hour trip generation rate for the WSAB Project MSF site. However, the 
surrounding uses and conditions of the Division 22 maintenance facility were not used as a 
basis of the analysis of community effects for the Bellflower MSF. Site conditions, surrounding 
land uses, and surrounding community that are specific to the Bellflower MSF site were used to 
evaluate impacts of the Bellflower MSF site throughout the Draft EIS/EIR, including 
transportation, land use, neighborhoods, and communities. 

Metro has previously coordinated with the City of Bellflower regarding the design and site plan 
for the Bellflower MSF. Metro will continue to work with City of Bellflower staff to accommodate 
a future city open space on the parcel where the MSF will be located, with this future open space 
to be designed, environmentally cleared, and maintained by the City. 

CC-6-6 Applicable and feasible mitigation measures have been applied where impacts were identified. 
Examples of these measures include soundwalls, low impact frogs to reduce crossover noise, 
and traction power substation (TPSS) noise reduction measures. The Draft EIS/EIR included 
Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance), 
which were recommended to further reduce noise at grade crossings, but require the approval of 
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). Thus, while they were identified as 
mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR, the benefits they provide were not included as part of 
the mitigated analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR in case they could not be implemented. Based on 
Metro’s experience successfully implementing bell shrouds and gate-down-bell stop variances 
on other transit lines and coordination with CPUC subsequent to circulation of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) have now 
been incorporated as Project Measures (NOI PM-1 and NOI PM-2, respectively) within the Final 
EIS/EIR and the associated reductions are included in the analysis of noise impacts associated 
with the LPA. The project measures will be equally as effective as the NOI-4 (Crossing Signal 
Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance). Project Measures NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal 
Bells) and NOI-PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) remain subject to CPUC approval. Other 
measures such as resilient wheels/damped wheels only provide minor reductions in noise and 
are intended for reduction of noise at sharp curves.  

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reduction measures for the LPA, beyond the inclusion of Project Measures NOI PM-1 and 
NOI PM-2. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR incorporates 
additional analysis completed for the LPA since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reductions. After implementation of both project measures and mitigation measures, 
operation of the LPA will result in 8 moderate impacts and 1 severe impact in the City of 
Bellflower. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). 
Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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CC-6-7 Subsequent to the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro coordinated with the City of Bellflower regarding the 
High Capacity Well Number 1 to determine if there would be adverse effects that were not 
identified in the Draft EIS/EIR. A groundborne vibration assessment was completed at High-
Capacity Well Number 1. Vibration levels during operation will be less than levels during 
construction; therefore, only construction levels were analyzed quantitatively. As documented in 
Section 4.19.3.7 of the Final EIS/EIR, vibration levels at the City of Bellflower underground High 
Capacity Well No. 1 will not exceed the 2.0 in/sec PPV damage risk criteria appropriate for 
underground utilities. Although no adverse impacts are expected, an additional project measure 
was included in the Final EIS/EIR (VIB PM-1: City of Bellflower Vibration Sensitive Facilities), 
described in Section 4.19.3.7, limiting high-vibration construction activities near High-Capacity 
Well Number 1. 

CC-6-8 The comment regarding project goals and values consistent with CEQA and NEPA is 
acknowledged. Responses to specific comments are provided as follows. 

CC-6-9 The Bellflower MSF will not affect the Flora Vista Dog Park, which is located on the southern 
corner along the west boundary of the MSF site. Figure 2-31 in Chapter 2, Section 2.5.3.2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR shows that access to the Bellflower MSF site will be from Somerset Boulevard and 
not from any other surrounding street. 

Figure 2-31 is a proposed layout of the MSF site and does not show detailed landscape setbacks; 
however, barriers and landscaping will be included in the design of the MSF site as design 
advances. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, design of the 
Bellflower MSF site “would follow MRDC guidance or equivalent criteria and would include 
barriers around the perimeter of the site to minimize potential adverse effects to surrounding 
land uses.” In addition, Project Measure VA-5 (Landscaping at Bellflower MSF Site Option) 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, states that “[a]t the Bellflower MSF 
site option, existing landscaping and barriers facing residential areas would either remain in 
place or would be replaced with other types of landscaping and barriers that would obstruct 
views of the Bellflower MSF site option from residential areas.” 

CC-6-10 See response to comment CC-6-5.  

Each topic in Chapters 3 and 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR included a subsection focused on the 
analysis of the Bellflower MSF. Mitigation was identified as needed for impacts identified 
pursuant to NEPA and CEQA. The Bellflower MSF site has been designed to limit adverse effects 
on the surrounding neighborhoods. Project Measure VA PM-5 (Landscaping at Bellflower MSF 
Site Option) is integrated into the design of the Bellflower MSF to obstruct views of the 
Bellflower MSF site from adjacent residential areas. The Draft EIS/EIR assesses and explains 
how operation and construction of the Bellflower MSF site will not result in adverse effects for 
all analyzed environmental topic areas. Refer to CC-6-9 for additional information regarding 
landscaping at the MSF. 

CC-6-11 See response to comment CC-6-5. References and similarity comparisons to the Metro Division 
22 MSF in Lawndale were specific to the traffic analysis, as traffic counts from the Lawndale site 
were used to inform the traffic analysis for the Bellflower MSF. The Metro Division 22 MSF site 
in Lawndale was not repeatedly referenced in the Draft EIS/EIR, and other comparisons to this 
facility were not made. 

Per the city’s request, and as noted in Chapter 2, Section 2.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR, the design 
of the MSF has been refined to realign the MSF site entrance on Somerset Boulevard to align 
with Bayou Avenue to allow for signalization of an existing crosswalk across Somerset 
Boulevard. This design is included in the Final EIS/EIR. The refinement to the MSF was included 
in the analysis in the Final EIS/EIR and does not alter the impact conclusions contained in the 
Draft EIS/EIR. Metro will continue to coordinate with City of Bellflower staff regarding the design 
and site plan for the MSF facility.  
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CC-6-12 See response to comment CC-6-4. 

CC-6-13 See response to comment CC-6-4 and response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking. 

CC-6-14 The left-turn from westbound Alondra Boulevard to southbound Pacific Avenue is constrained 
by the geometry and raised median needed for the gate arm. Even if the site conditions could 
accommodate a left turn, maintaining left turns at that location could result in potential safety 
issues given the proximity of the turn to the at-grade crossing. 

The alternative route for westbound Alondra Boulevard to access Pacific Avenue is via a left turn 
to southbound Clark Avenue and then a left turn via Harvard Street or other streets to the south. 
While there will be a slight increase in travel distance, overall safety will likely be improved. 

Metro coordinated with the City of Bellflower in support of this comment in meetings in 2022. 
During these meetings, Metro explained why the left turn could not be maintained on 
westbound Alondra Boulevard. As a result of the coordination, a dedicated left-turn lane and a 
new traffic signal will be added on Clark Avenue at Los Angeles Street. This location was 
selected by the City of Bellflower. The traffic signal is included as Project Measure TR PM-8 in 
Section 3.5.1 in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS/EIR and in Section 8.1.1 in Chapter 8 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. 

CC-6-15 An alternate haul route along Alondra Boulevard and I-605 has been identified for the 
construction staging area along Bellflower Boulevard. Chapter 3, Section 3.7.1 of the Final 
EIS/EIR and Section 7.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation 
Impact Analysis Report and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Construction 
Methods Report have been updated to reflect the revised haul route. These revisions were 
included in the analysis in the Final EIS/EIR and do not affect the environmental conclusions of 
the Draft EIS/EIR.  

CC-6-16 After discussions with the City of Bellflower staff in 2022, the site plan for the MSF was updated 
to relocate the existing crosswalk to the new MSF vehicle driveway relocated across Bayou 
Avenue. At the City’s request, this intersection will be signalized as part of the Project. The traffic 
signal is not required as mitigation. The realignment of the driveway and inclusion of the traffic 
signal are included as Project Measure TR PM-7 in Chapter 8, Section 8.1.1 of the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report and in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. See also Plan Sheet T-008 in Appendix B for the intersection 
drawing at this location. These project refinements were included in the analysis in the Final 
EIS/EIR and do not affect the environmental conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

CC-6-17 The “Affected Area” and “Surrounding Area” column of Table 4.1.2 in the Final EIS/EIR and 
Table 4.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix E of the Draft EIS/EIR) have been updated to include the land uses 
identified by the commentor. The “Surrounding Area” column of the tables does not indicate a 
blank column and is a merged row. The “Surrounding Area” characterization of “Residential, 
Commercial, Industrial, Open Space, Institutional/Public Facilities” is applicable to I-105/C 
Line, Paramount/Rosecrans, and Bellflower station areas. These revisions were included in the 
analysis in the Final EIS/EIR and do not affect the environmental conclusions of the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  
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CC-6-18 The traffic analysis completed for the Project was documented in the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) and in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR. In response to coordination with the City of 
Bellflower prior to release of the Draft EIS/EIR, additional analysis was completed that focused 
on intersections in Bellflower. Neither analysis indicated significant impacts on the intersections 
on Bellflower Boulevard related to traffic delay, or secondary effects related to queuing. The 
methodology used for the WSAB Project is similar to analysis methodologies applied on Metro’s 
other most recent similar environmental study (Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2B) 
and other transit projects.  

CC-6-19 As summarized in Table 4.3.6 in Section 4.3.3, under the subheading “Residential 
Displacements,” of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in permanent residential 
displacements in the City of Bellflower. Table 4.2.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR under the subheading 
“Residences, Community Assets, or Commercial Businesses Permanently Acquired/Displaced” 
erroneously identified that the City of Bellflower would be affected by residential displacements, 
stating that “At multifamily residential on east side of Bellflower Blvd, north of project 
alignment, partial acquisition of 10 multifamily residential units for grade-crossing 
improvements. Displacement of 16 residents.” 

Table 4.2.4 in Section 4.2.3.2, under the subheading “Community Cohesion,” of the Final 
EIS/EIR has been updated to reflect the changes in the acquisition and displacement data for 
the LPA. Table 4.2.4 has been updated to delete the erroneous language regarding residential 
displacements in the City of Bellflower. 

Affected parcels within the City of Bellflower do not contain residential uses. The LPA will 
permanently impact six parcels in the City of Bellflower; three permanent full acquisitions will be 
required to accommodate the Bellflower MSF and parking facility and four permanent partial 
acquisitions will be required for an access road, grade crossings, and TPSS. Approximately four 
parcels will be affected by construction activities; one permanent full acquisition for a 
construction laydown area (that will also be used as the site for the Bellflower Station) and three 
temporary construction easements. It should be noted that “parcels” is not a total sum of the 
full and partial acquisitions. More than one partial acquisition may occur on a single parcel. 

See response CR-DIS-2 regarding updates to the acquisition and displacement data for the LPA. 

CC-6-20 As the result of the low traffic generation (23 vehicle trips in the AM peak and 26 vehicle trips in 
the PM peak) associated with the Bellflower MSF, this intersection was not included in the 
traffic impact analysis, given that the impacts to the surrounding streets will be minimal.  

See response to comments CC-6-11 and CC-6-16 regarding access to the Bellflower MSF. 

CC-6-21 See response to comment CC-6-19. 

CC-6-22 Table 4.4.1 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR lists scenic resources within the 
Affected Area, which “encompasses localized viewsheds, including the areas encompassing the 
proposed alignments and stations, areas that will be acquired for Project-related infrastructure 
(including TPSS, parking facilities, and MSF), adjacent parcels, any additional parcels that will 
have views of and across the proposed alignments and Project-related infrastructure, and 
adjacent street rights-of-way (ROWs) that parallel, intersect, or face the Build Alternatives.”  

The Carpenter House Museum is located in an urban area surrounded by mature vegetation 
approximately 550 feet north of the project alignment. The Carpenter House Museum is not 
listed in Table 4.4.1 as it is not within the viewshed of the Pacific Electric Right-of-Way 
(PEROW). Views of the Carpenter House Museum are generally obstructed by landscaping 
between this scenic resource and the PEROW. 
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CC-6-23 In response to this comment, subsequent to the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro coordinated with the 
Dante Valve Company to understand operational requirements and determine if there would be 
adverse effects on their operations that were not identified in the Draft EIS/EIR.  

An additional groundborne vibration assessment was completed at the Dante Valve Company. 
The assessment measured the existing vibration levels during normal operations at the test 
stand and CNC areas and predicted vibration levels from the construction of the trackwork and 
operation of the train passbys closest to these areas, including train operation associated with 
the tracks into the MSF. The results of the vibration assessment concluded that without 
mitigation, the predicted levels from the train operations through the crossover to the MSF of 
77 VdB would exceed the existing vibration level at the test stand area. With a low impact 
crossover (Mitigation Measure VIB-2), the vibration levels will be reduced to 67 VdB, which is 
lower than the existing levels at the test stand area and CNC. Train operations on the tangent 
track would result in vibration levels of 72 VdB and would be lower than the existing vibration 
levels at the test stand area. Based on the analysis, operation of the LPA will not affect 
operations at the Dante Valve Company.  

Short-term vibration levels during construction would be below criteria protective of the facility 
and equipment. However, these vibration levels during construction immediately adjacent to the 
facility would exceed baseline levels measured at the test stand. Because the exact sensitivity of 
testing operations was not defined by Dante Valve Company and could not be otherwise 
established, testing could be limited during the limited period of construction immediately 
adjacent to the facility. 

CC-6-24 Refer to response to comment CC-6-6 regarding the updated noise analysis that is documented 
in the Final EIS/EIR. See also responses CR-GEN-5 regarding implementation and 
recommendation of feasible mitigation measures and CR-NOI-1 regarding noise impacts 
analysis and proposed mitigation measures to reduce noise levels.  

CC-6-25 Refer to the response to comment CC-6-7 regarding vibration analysis for the City of Bellflower’s 
High Capacity Water Well located at 9944 Flora Vista Street. 

This well has also been added to Chapter 4, Sections 4.11.2.4 and 4.11.3.3 and Figure 4.11-4 of 
the Final EIS/EIR. As summarized in Section 4.11.3.3, the existing grade and right-of-way will be 
maintained adjacent to the water well site boundary. Additional analysis also had been added to 
Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 regarding vibration levels at the location of the City of Bellflower 
High Capacity Well No. 1. Upon evaluation of the existing facility’s proximity to the light rail 
transit (LRT) alignment, no impacts to existing water resources will occur as a result of 
construction or operation of the Project. 

CC-6-26 Section 2.1.2.4 in Chapter 2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report has been updated to indicate that the Bellflower MSF is 
bounded by a mobile home community and industrial uses to the west, consistent with the 
description of land uses provided in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. This text is 
included in Section 2.2.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report. 

CC-6-27 The rationale for using a common set of criteria was provided in Chapter 1, Section 1.5.10 of the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR). As explained therein, only the Cities of Los Angeles (Los 
Angeles Department of Transportation 2016), Paramount (2007), and LA County (1997) have 
defined procedures for determining traffic impacts. In addition, using different criteria across 
the corridor could result in inconsistent conclusions (e.g., the same delay difference could result 
in an impact in one jurisdiction and not in the other). The decision to first assess all approaches 
and then apply one uniform approach to analyze intersection impacts was determined to be the 
most consistent and reasonable. No changes to the Draft EIS/EIR are necessary.  
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CC-6-28 Noise monitoring was conducted throughout the corridor to establish a reasonable 
representation of different existing noise conditions for the various sensitive receptors. The 
Bristol Civic Auditorium and LA County Fire Museum were considered as part of the analysis. 
These uses are Category 3 uses, which are represented by short-term 1-hour Leq noise levels per 
the FTA methodology. Long-term noise monitoring is not required at these locations because 
they do not have overnight use. 

CC-6-29 The General Assessment considers the train vibration at various buildings along the project 
alignment. As described in Chapter 1, Section 1.5.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M to the Draft EIS/EIR), the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Guidance Manual defines the attenuation of different 
types of buildings, which is known as coupling loss. The vibration attenuation of smaller 
buildings is less than larger buildings. The building sizes and different foundations are 
referenced in the FTA Guidance Manual and used for this assessment. Chapter 1, Section 
1.6.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact 
Analysis Report updated in support of the Final EIS/EIR discusses the inclusion of coupling loss 
in the vibration analysis and provides reference to the FTA Guidance Manual. 

CC-6-30 Cluster N264 was incorrectly identified as a residential Category 2 land use in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Review of the land use in 2023 indicates it is an Elks Lodge, which does not qualify as a sensitive 
receptor because it is not a use that requires quiet for study or meditation. The analysis was 
updated in Chapter 4, Section 4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report to identify the Mayne Events 
Center and the Los Angeles County Fire Museum as Cluster N348 with a designation as a 
Category 3 daytime institutional use. Cluster N266, which was previously identified as the LA 
County Fire Museum before construction of the new building, has been removed in the Final 
EIS/EIR. The Bellflower Public Works Facility is not a noise-sensitive use. 

The noise analysis shown in Figure 4.7.9 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include the 
Mayne Events Center as N348 at its correct location. Corresponding edits have been made in 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis 
Report. Predicted noise levels will be less than the FTA noise impact criteria at the Mayne Events 
Center (N348) and impacts would be less than significant. 

CC-6-31 In the immediate vicinity of Caruthers Park, the Project will be located at grade within existing 
railroad or Metro rights-of-way. The Area of Potential Effects (APE) delineation methodology for 
the Project was developed through consultation among FTA, Metro, and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). In accordance with this approved methodology, in areas where the 
proposed alignment will be at-grade and within existing railroad or Metro ROWs, the APE was 
limited to the area of direct impact. In this case it is the existing railroad ROW because the 
introduction of a rail system in areas where a rail system functioned historically will not have an 
increased potential to cause indirect effects to historic properties. SHPO concurred with the 
methodology used to define the APE in a letter dated May 29, 2019. As a result, the property 
containing the Carpenter House, which encompasses Caruthers’s Park, was excluded from the 
APE. 

It is acknowledged that the Carpenter House may constitute a historical resource. However, 
Carpenter House is located in an urban area surrounded by mature vegetation approximately 
550 feet north of the project alignment. The property’s existing setting and nature of the Project 
are such that the Project would not result in effects/impacts to the resource. No changes to the 
Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) evaluation are required.  

CC-6-32 See response to comments CC-6-6 and C-6-24 regarding updates to the noise analysis. 
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CC-6-33 Regarding NOI-1: Proposed soundwalls have been determined feasible based on design 
completed to date and will be constructed within the Metro ROW per the Metro Rail Design 
Criteria. Soundwalls were depicted on the LRT plans included as Appendix B to the Draft 
EIS/EIR. The locations of soundwalls have been updated since the Draft EIS/EIR to reflect 
design changes, and discussion of the noise analysis and the LRT plans in Appendix B of the 
Final EIS/EIR have been updated accordingly. Soundwalls that were deemed infeasible (e.g., at 
grade crossings) were not included in the analysis or proposed as mitigation. Metro has 
successfully implemented soundwalls along both at-grade rights-of-way and aerial structures for 
existing Metro LRT lines. Metro and FTA have reviewed the environmental document and found 
the mitigation identified to be feasible and appropriate. 

Regarding NOI-2: The low impact frogs will eliminate the “clickety-clack” noise associated with 
the crossovers, which is reflected in the noise model as a +5 dBA addition to affected receptors. 
The mitigation will reduce the overall LRT noise level by 5 dBA at receptors affected by 
crossovers. The specific locations where low impact frogs will be applied are shown Section 
4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR under Mitigation Measure NOI-2, with updates included in Section 
4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Additional description of the low impact-frogs has been added to 
Section 1.6.1.13 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration 
Impact Analysis Report.  

Regarding NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance): Refer to 
the response to comment CC-6-6.  

In response to public and agency comments, additional analysis has been prepared since the 
Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional noise reduction measures and has been 
incorporated into Sections 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR. Corresponding edits have been 
made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact 
Analysis Report. Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft EIS/EIR. 

The construction noise analysis was prepared to model typical anticipated scenarios and noise 
levels associated with the various construction phases/activity types. The FTA construction 
noise impact criteria were applied to provide a universal basis of analysis for the entire corridor, 
as many jurisdictions, including the City of Bellflower, have not established a quantitative 
standard for construction noise. An analysis of potential noise levels during construction of the 
Bellflower MSF is included in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As required by 
Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan) (referred to as Mitigation 
Measure NOI-8 in the Draft EIS/EIR), the noise control plan will include measures to reduce 
construction noise that are routinely implemented on other construction projects, such as 
acoustical shields, high-performance muffler devices, temporary noise barriers, and the use of 
quieter electrical equipment. The mitigation measure also mandates construction noise 
monitoring to ensure compliance with the contract noise limits and to limit exceedances of 
construction noise criteria. 

Please see Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR regarding impact conclusions for the 
Bellflower MSF. The Draft EIS/EIR concludes that construction noise impacts will be significant 
and unavoidable for the Bellflower MSF, similar to construction for the rest of the Project. 
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CC-6-34 Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR includes a description of the type of equipment and noise 
levels that will occur for at-grade construction and at the MSF site. This section includes a 
description of possible noise levels that could be experienced by receptors adjacent to at-grade 
construction (91 dBA at 50 feet). The analysis also includes a discussion of noise levels at 
residences and Albert Baxter Elementary School surrounding the Bellflower MSF site. The 
analysis concludes that construction noise impacts will be significant and unavoidable. The 
construction noise analysis was prepared to model typical anticipated scenarios and noise levels 
associated with the various construction phases/activity types. Explicit details regarding 
construction scheduling and equipment are not available at this stage, and anticipated 
construction equipment for each activity is based on Metro’s experience buildings other LRT 
transit lines. Construction along the alignment will not substantially vary and, therefore, 
mitigation can be applied throughout. The construction contractor will comply with the 
commitments included in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR when developing the construction 
schedule and determining construction means and methods. Refer also to the response to 
comment CC-6-33 regarding the construction noise analysis.  

CC-6-35 Table 4.5.15 in Chapter 4, Section 4.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR quantified and disclosed emissions of 
air pollutants that will be generated during operation of the Bellflower MSF. Operational 
emissions from the Bellflower MSF will not exceed applicable regional or localized significance 
threshold for mass daily emissions established by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD). The LRT will be electrically powered and will not generate fuel combustion 
emissions. Minimal emissions of particulate matter will be generated by the LRT vehicle braking 
mechanisms, but these emissions would be of such miniscule magnitude that there would be 
no possibility of significant localized air quality impacts. The SCAQMD operational 
concentration-based localized significance threshold (LST) for PM10 and PM2.5 is an incremental 
increase of 2.5 micrograms per cubic meter (2.5 µg/m3) averaged over 24 hours. The minimum 
operational mass-based emissions LSTs for PM10 and PM2.5 in the project area are 4 and 1 
pounds per day, respectively. There is no potential for brake wear emissions from rail vehicles 
along the LPA alignment to generate emissions near such levels, and the emissions would 
represent small fractions of those LST screening values. Additionally, the braking emissions 
would be intermittent and would only occur during the brief period when a train would be 
passing by, and would be quickly dispersed by wind. Therefore, emissions were adequately 
quantified and disclosed in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

The SCAQMD Localized Significance Threshold Methodology was designed to provide a 
screening process for evaluating whether pollutant concentrations surrounding small-scale 
sources of air pollutants could reach levels approaching the ambient air quality standards and 
possibly present public health concerns, warranting further analysis. As shown in Chapter 4, 
Table 4.5.15, in the Draft EIS/EIR, operation of the Bellflower MSF will not generate emissions of 
nitrogen oxides (NOX), carbon monoxide (CO), or particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) that will 
approach the LST screening values established by the SCAQMD for a project of its size in close 
proximity to sensitive receptors. Therefore, sensitive receptors near the MSF site in Bellflower 
will not risk being exposed to concentrations of air pollutants that could create or exacerbate 
adverse health effects. The air quality analysis was updated for the Final EIS/EIR; however, the 
impact conclusions remain unchanged. Refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.5 for the updated air 
quality analysis.  
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CC-6-36 Table 4.19.12 and Table 4.19.19 in Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Draft EIS/EIR quantified and 
disclosed emissions of air pollutants that will be generated during construction of the Bellflower 
MSF. Results of the regional-scale analysis presented in Chapter 4, Table 4.19.12 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR demonstrated that maximum daily emissions of reactive organic gases, CO, NOX, sulfur 
oxides, and PM10 and PM2.5 will all remain substantially below the corresponding regional 
SCAQMD air quality significance threshold for mass daily emissions (i.e., emissions will not 
reach half of the applicable thresholds for any pollutant). By producing emissions that remain 
below the regional thresholds, construction of the Bellflower MSF will not result in air quality 
violations. 

Table 4.19.19 in Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Draft EIS/EIR provided a localized analysis of 
emissions that will be generated by sources located on the MSF construction site. The LST 
screening values were derived by the SCAQMD using ambient air quality data from the 2002–
2004 monitoring period and dispersion modeling of emissions from construction sites to 
prevent the occurrence of ambient air quality standards being exceeded, thereby precluding 
potential health concerns to nearby sensitive receptors. As shown in Table 4.19.19 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, construction of the Bellflower MSF will not produce emissions in excess of any 
corresponding LST value given the size of the construction site and the proximity of sensitive 
receptors. Construction of the Bellflower MSF will also be bound to the requirements of Metro’s 
Green Construction Policy, which requires the use of heavy-duty equipment outfitted with 
engines meeting the Tier 4 final emissions standards. Therefore, construction of the Bellflower 
MSF will not present public health concerns related to air quality for nearby residents. The 
construction-related air quality analysis was updated for the Final EIS/EIR to reflect updates to 
the construction schedule; however, the impact conclusions remain unchanged. Refer to 
Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 for the updated air quality analysis. 

CC-6-37 In accordance with National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical 
Resources guidance, properties eligible for either register generally meet a 50-year age threshold 
and possess historical or architectural significance. The cultural resources analysis conducted 
for the Project considered the potential historical significance of properties and associated built 
environment features in the APE that were constructed more than 50 years from the anticipated 
project construction date of 2028 (i.e., those constructed in 1978 and prior). To account for 
changes in the project schedule, the analysis additionally surveyed and screened all properties in 
the APE constructed between 1979 and 1989 (50 years from an construction completion date of 
2034 plus a 5-year buffer). A review of historical aerial images indicates that the Bellflower 
fountain, bike trail, and associated signage referenced in the comment were constructed ca. 
2009. As they do not meet the federal or state minimum age requirements for inclusion in the 
NRHP or CRHR, their potential historical significance was not further considered in the analysis. 
The historical significance and potential impacts/effects of the Project on the Bellflower Pacific 
Electric Railway Depot and the older house at 10040 Flora Vista Street are discussed in detail in 
the Cultural Resources Survey Report–Rev 2 and Revised Final Cultural Resources Effects Report 
prepared in support the EIS/EIR. The Project would result in no adverse effect to either historic 
property under Section 106 and no impact under CEQA. 
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CC-6-38 Impacts to water quality are addressed in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As 
discussed In Section 4.11.3.1, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Environmental Study, Sustainability Stormwater Study – Revision 1 was developed to evaluate 
the feasibility of capturing and managing stormwater and associated pollutants, prioritize 
projects for future implementation, and identify stormwater-related sustainability features and 
strategies along the project alignment to support Metro sustainability goals and to comply with 
stormwater quality regulations. The study provides recommendations for site design and LID 
stormwater BMP implementation locations along the project alignment. Specific biofiltration 
swale designs, including vegetation, depths, etc., will be determined during the final design 
phase. These BMPs will maintain pre-development flow volumes, peak flow rates, and times of 
concentration, and will avoid and minimize adverse effects to water quality and water resources.  

CC-6-39 The traffic analysis was conducted using Synchro and SimTraffic, the companion simulation 
tool. The text was updated in Chapter 1, Section 1.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report and Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1 of the 
Final EIS/EIR to clarify that both tools were used. 

SimTraffic allows for the modeling of at-grade crossings, and considers the coordination effects 
of adjacent signals. It is a stochastic (random) process to simulate the vehicular traffic on roads, 
and there are different results with each run. To account for the variations, five SimTraffic runs 
were conducted, and the average of the results was reported. 

Signal timing plans in Synchro/SimTraffic were developed by considering existing conditions 
phasing and then optimizing timing for future traffic volumes and any geometric configuration 
changes. The Bellflower/Harvard, Bellflower/Flower, and Bellflower/Belmont intersections were 
not included in the traffic analysis. These intersections have lower volumes and are farther from 
the at-grade crossing. However, these intersections were evaluated in the additional analysis 
conducted in support of coordination with the City of Bellflower and no impacts were identified. 
Split phasing was used in the traffic analysis at the Bellflower/Oak intersection but not at 
Bellflower/Mayne. 

Refer to responses to comments CC-11-09 and CC-11-10 for additional information regarding 
the application of the Synchro and SimTraffic software.  

CC-6-40 The queueing vehicle analysis summary has been tabulated to best summarize the results. The 
queueing analysis was conducted at the at-grade crossings using SimTraffic and summarized in 
Table 5.5 in Chapter 5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation 
Impact Analysis Report. The analysis focuses on the queuing on the main street (i.e., Bellflower 
Boulevard) and not secondary queuing on the side streets (i.e., Mayne Street). That approach 
best captured the most critical impact of train crossing queues affecting adjacent intersections. 
Impacts on the side streets are captured with the level-of-service (LOS) analysis, also conducted 
with SimTraffic. 

Traffic counts were collected in early 2017. 

In the City of Bellflower, the upcoming AltAir project would be located closest to the planned 
MSF, south of Somerset Boulevard. As stated in response to comment CC-6-3, the traffic 
analysis was conducted for a 2042 horizon year, with increases in traffic developed by obtaining 
growth rates from the Metro Travel Demand Model. The AltAir project would be considered as 
the horizon year No Build Alternative traffic volumes to which project volumes were then added. 
Because the traffic analysis for the Project considered growth of traffic, in addition to increases 
in project-related vehicular trips accessing stations, it is cumulative by nature. Refer to the 
response to comment CC-6-20 regarding the traffic analysis for the MSF. 
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CC-6-41 See response to comment CC-6-4. The parking Affected Area is 0.25 mile around each station, 
along streets immediately adjacent to the Project and other project features, and off-street 
parking lots where permanent easements or acquisitions are required for the Project. As noted 
in Table 3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, in some cases a smaller or larger area was surveyed to 
determine parking supply and utilization based on existing characteristics and constraints that 
could influence the distance an individual may walk from a parking space. 

CC-6-42 The vibration analysis was conducted consistent with FTA Noise and Vibration Guidelines. See 
response to comment CC-6-23 regarding additional vibration analysis at the specific property 
mentioned in this comment. 

CC-6-43 The delay of 420 seconds/vehicle at the Alondra/Flora Vista is for Alternative 2 without 
mitigation in the AM peak; this analysis was also applicable to Alternative 3. With Mitigation 
Measure TRA-17 (Alondra Boulevard/ Flora Vista Street) from the Draft EIS/EIR, delay will be 
reduced to 30.8 seconds/vehicle. Similarly, the maximum delay with Mitigation Measure TRA-15 
(Flora Vista Street/Clark Avenue) at Flora Vista/Clark is 12 seconds and it is 49 seconds/vehicle 
at Alondra/Clark (Mitigation Measure TRA-16). LOS and delay with mitigation are included in 
Table 3.44 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

The length of the queues at the intersections referenced in the comment are provided in Table 
5.5 in Chapter 5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report. The text in the impact report has been revised to clarify that the queue cutters 
and/or pre-signals will minimize the effects of the queues, not the queues themselves. 

CC-6-44 Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report do not identify adverse effects at any of the intersections 
noted in the comment. Table 3.16 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified impacts for 
Alternative 4. The intersections mentioned in the comment also appear in Table 3.15, which 
provides the summary of impact analysis for Alternative 3. As shown in this table, there will not 
be adverse effects at these intersections with Alternative 3. The LOS analysis is included in Table 
3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-6-45 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking and response to comment CC-6-4. 
Implementation of the LPA will require the loss of on-street parking in the City of Bellflower, as 
outlined in Table 3.18 of the Final EIS/EIR. At these locations, the overall parking supply will not 
decrease below the observed demand, and impacts would not be adverse. 
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CC-6-46 Lane modifications required to accommodate at-grade crossings are provided in the design 
plans in Appendix B to the Draft EIS/EIR with updates included in Appendix B of the Final 
EIS/EIR. Lane modifications in the City of Bellflower will be generally limited to the addition of 
center islands for crossing gates and pedestrian crossing equipment. Although not related to at-
grade crossings, a southbound dedicated left-turn lane has been added along Clark Avenue at 
Los Angeles Street to preserve dedicated turning movements into the residential neighborhood 
east of Clark Avenue. Additionally, a westbound dedicated right-turn lane has been added along 
Somerset Boulevard at Bayou Avenue to allow for dedicated ingress into the MSF. Both of these 
refinements were identified in consultation with the City of Bellflower. Westbound and 
eastbound left-turning pockets along Alondra Boulevard at Clark Avenue will also be extended as 
a traffic mitigation measure (Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-15), pending city approval. 
Refer to Grade Crossing Plan Sheets CS-210 through CS-213 and Intersection Sheets T-008 
through T-010 in Appendix B for drawings detailing lane modifications within the City of 
Bellflower. In the Draft EIS/EIR, Project Measures TR PM-3 through TR PM-9 in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.5.1 identified specific modifications to roadways or intersections needed to 
accommodate the Project. Project measures have been updated for the Final EIS/EIR; refer to 
Project Measures TR PM-3 through TR PM-10 in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 regarding roadway and 
intersection modifications for the LPA. 

CC-6-47 Section 3.5.1 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies the streets that will be closed to 
accommodate the LPA. This information has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR in response to 
stakeholder coordination and comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR, with updated 
information provided in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2. No streets in the City of Bellflower will be 
closed.  

CC-6-48 The City will be consulted as design advances and traffic signaling plans are developed for the 
Project. Metro will coordinate with city staff per an executed Master Cooperative Agreement, 
which will provide the City with the opportunity to review design packages and provide 
comments. 

CC-6-49 The prohibition of left turns from westbound Alondra Boulevard to southbound Pacific Avenue 
was addressed in the response to comment CC-6-14. Right turns from eastbound Alondra to 
southbound Pacific will still be permitted. The left turn from northbound Pacific to westbound 
Alondra is constrained by the geometry and raised median needed for the crossing gate arm. 

As shown in Chapter 3, Table 3.14 in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not have an adverse 
effect in either the AM or PM peak periods at Alondra Boulevard and Pacific Avenue 
(Intersection 83). Westbound left-turn and northbound left-turn traffic at Alondra Boulevard and 
Pacific Avenue will be rerouted through Alondra Boulevard and Clark Avenue, which will result in 
an adverse impact at the intersection (Intersection 82). Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-
16 was identified at Alondra Boulevard and Clark Avenue, which will extend the eastbound and 
westbound left turns, and the delay will decrease such that there will not be an adverse impact 
after mitigation. The LOS and delay with mitigation are shown in Table 3.44 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-6-50 Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-21 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) 
(referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-19 in the Final EIS/EIR) relates to the potential for a 
change in parking demand around stations as a result of operation of the Project. Mitigation 
Measure TRA-19 provides a variety of options that could be implemented if the demand for 
parking increases by 20 percent or more after opening of the Project. The nature of the program 
will likely vary by jurisdiction and location within that jurisdiction. Any changes to parking 
management, including permit programs or restriping, will be subject to approval by the City. 
Refer to CR-TRA-1 for additional information regarding this mitigation measure. Mitigation 
Measure TRA-16 is referred to as TRA-15 in the Final EIS/EIR; however, the measure itself is 
unchanged. 
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CC-6-51 Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-22 (Parking Management Plan [Permanent]) (referred to 
as Mitigation Measure TRA-20 in the Final EIS/EIR) provides potential ways to minimize parking 
loss. This measure addresses the physical loss of parking that will result from implementation 
of the LPA. Angled parking is an example of a method to replace lost parking, but is not the only 
method that may be used. The specific methods to offset parking loss will vary by jurisdiction, 
and potentially location within the jurisdiction, and be selected in coordination with 
representatives of that jurisdiction.  

CC-6-52 Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) commits Metro to developing a 
Construction Outreach Plan in coordination with affected communities and businesses that will 
be affected by construction. 

Guidelines and eligibility for Metro’s Pilot Business Interruption Fund are set by Metro’s Board 
of Directors. At present, the Metro Board of Directors has not approved the Business 
Interruption Fund for this Project. When and if the Metro Board of Directors considers a 
Business Interruption Fund for this Project, questions about eligibility, scope, and 
administration can be addressed. 

CC-6-53 Metro will work with each jurisdiction to determine the specific measures that will be applicable 
to minimize parking loss during construction, to the extent feasible and practicable. The Draft 
EIS/EIR assumed that parking impacts could remain as mitigation may not be feasible to offset 
all parking lost during construction, thereby resulting in adverse impacts after mitigation. 

CC-6-54 Refer to the response to comment CC-6-51.  

CC-6-55 Project consistency with the applicable goals and policies of the City of Bellflower General Plan 
is included in Table 5.19 in Chapter 5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Land Use Impact Analysis Report (Appendix E of the Draft EIS/EIR). Chapter 5, Section 5.2.2 of 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Land Use Impact Analysis Report has been 
updated to include a land use consistency analysis of applicable goals and policies from the 
Downtown Bellflower Transit Oriented Development Specific Plan. Sections 4.1.1.1, 4.1.3.1, and 
4.1.3.2 in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS/EIR have been updated to include the Downtown Bellflower 
Transit Oriented Development Specific Plan. 

CC-6-56 Metro will consider columns in place of retained fill as design advances. Metro has coordinated, 
and continues to coordinate, with the City of Bellflower as it relates to project design. Metro will 
continue to coordinate with city staff per an executed Master Cooperative Agreement, which will 
provide the City of Bellflower the opportunity to review design packages and provide comments. 

CC-6-57 The discussion in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3.6 is further detailed in the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Draft Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Evaluation (Appendix BB to the Draft 
EIS/EIR). Specifically, as stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.19 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Draft Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) Evaluation, the classification of the MSF site 
was based on a letter from the City of Bellflower dated March 11, 2021, that stated "The City has 
not designated these parcels as significant park or recreation areas, nor identified HSP 
[Hollywood Sports Park] operation as having an important role in meeting the park and 
recreation objectives of the City."  

At a meeting on April 19, 2022, City staff clarified that the March 11, 2021, letter remains valid 
and that the parcels are not significant park or recreation areas. The March 11, 2021, letter and a 
summary of the April 19, 2022, meeting are included in Appendix A to the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Section 4(f) and 6(f) Evaluation. 

CC-6-58 See response to comment CC-6-19. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-6-59 Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 and Table 4.4.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix I to 
the Draft EIS/EIR) have been updated to address the south-facing views and the visual character 
of the Bellflower Station area. Project components will be new visual elements but will not 
detract from or obstruct south-facing views of the original Bellflower Pacific Electric Station. 
Similar visual elements are in the Affected Area (e.g., utility poles and lines, traffic signals, buses 
and other vehicles, and fencing). Additional landscaping will be installed along the Bellflower 
Bike Trail, which will enhance views in this area. 

CC-6-60 The walls will not be 36 feet in height. The aerial structure will be up to 32 feet in height at its 
tallest point with 4-foot soundwalls on top of the aerial structure. Additionally, near residential 
properties, 4-foot-tall privacy screening will be added on top of the soundwalls to block views 
into residential properties. The total height of the structure (36 feet with soundwalls, and 40 feet 
with soundwalls and privacy screening) will be at a similar scale as the two-story buildings on 
the south side of the PEROW at Woodruff Avenue/Flower Street/Flora Vista Street. It should be 
noted that a four-story structure (the Bellflower Courthouse) is also located in this area (just 
west of the proposed aerial structure). Between Flower Street and Woodruff Avenue (adjacent to 
the two-story residences), the aerial structure will be supported by columns. The retaining walls 
will be to the northwest of Flower Street/Flora Vista Street and to the southeast of Woodruff 
Avenue/Flora Vista Street. Additionally, the retaining walls, at their tallest point, will be 
approximately 25 feet in height. The retaining walls will follow the Metro Rail Design Criteria or 
equivalent criteria, which requires the use of landscaping on retaining walls, as appropriate, 
which will soften the view and enhance the aesthetics of the walls. Retaining walls will also 
follow the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Urban Design Guide, which will 
incorporate landscaping on or along the walls that includes vines or a landscape buffer where 
there is adequate space to improve the aesthetic quality of the transit environment. 

CC-6-61 See response to comment CC-6-60. 

CC-6-62 Dense landscaping already exists in the area adjacent to residential properties. As stated in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “Tall trees and vines along the easterly perimeter 
of the MSF site currently obstruct views of the site from a residential neighborhood. Existing 
vegetation along the northerly and southerly perimeters of this MSF site option (along Somerset 
Boulevard and PEROW, respectively) partially obstruct views of this MSF site option. The 
existing landscaping and barriers along the perimeter of the Bellflower MSF site option would 
either remain or be replaced with other types of landscaping and barriers that would obstruct 
views of this MSF site option from the surrounding residential uses. As a result, viewer groups 
would have little to no reaction to changes associated with the Bellflower MSF site option. 
Changes in visual quality would be neutral since the visual character of the area, nighttime 
lighting levels, and sources of glare would be consistent and compatible with the existing visual 
character of the Affected Area. Viewer groups would have little to no reaction to the proposed 
changes due to the mixed commercial, industrial, and residential character of the Affected Area, 
as well as the landscaping and barriers that obstruct views of the MSF site option. The 
landscaping and barriers would also limit the amount of light that would spill over onto nearby 
properties.” As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Project Measure VA 
PM-5 (Landscaping at Bellflower MSF Site Option) requires that existing landscaping facing 
residential areas remain in place or be replaced. Therefore, mitigation is not required. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-6-63 Metro continues to coordinate with partner jurisdictions. As documented in Chapter 7 of the 
Final EIS/EIR, Metro met with the City of Bellflower after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR to 
discuss comments received from the City on the Draft EIS/EIR and to continue to refine project 
details. Specifically in response to coordination, the MSF site entrance on Somerset Boulevard 
was shifted to align with Bayou Avenue to allow for signalization of an existing crosswalk across 
Somerset Boulevard. Additionally, a protected left turn and a traffic signal were added on Clark 
Avenue at Los Angeles Street to accommodate access to the community. These refinements are 
included in the Final EIS/EIR, and the relevant analyses have been updated accordingly. These 
refinements do not alter the environmental conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR. Refer to the 
response to comment CC-6-14 for additional information on the protected left turn and traffic 
signal at Clark Avenue and Los Angeles Street.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

City of Bell Gardens – CC-7 

Comment ID Response 

CC-7-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-7-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-7-3 See response to comment CC-7-2 regarding identification of the LPA. Based on discussions 
with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Record of Decision will be issued on the 
financially feasible alternative, which considers both local and federal funding sources. A 
complete funding plan is currently not available for future extension north of the Slauson/A 
Line Station. 

See response CR-EJ-1 regarding the approach and guidance used for the Environmental Justice 
(EJ) analysis and the identification of EJ communities. This study area follows FTA direction on 
EJ analysis. The EJ Affected Area consists of the Cities of Los Angeles (including the Central 
City North, Central City, and Southeast Los Angeles communities), Vernon, Huntington Park, 
Bell, Cudahy, South Gate, Downey, Paramount, Bellflower, Artesia, and Cerritos, as well as the 
unincorporated Florence-Firestone community of LA County. The City of Bell Gardens is 
outside of the EJ Affected Area, which is defined as the U.S. Census block groups that are 
located within or intersect the area within 0.25 mile of the alignment, parking facilities, and 
maintenance and storage facility site, and within 0.5 mile of stations; therefore, the City is not 
included in the EJ analysis. 

Metro coordinated extensively with the cities, stakeholders, and general public during 
preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR. Metro understands the importance of this 
Project to the Gateway Cities and will continue to coordinate with the cities, stakeholders, and 
general public throughout the planning process. 

CC-7-4 Design of the alignment and stations will be consistent with Metro Rail Design Criteria, or 
equivalent criteria, and Metro’s Systemwide Design Standards that are uniformly applied 
across all Metro lines.  

Refer to the response to comment CC-7-3 regarding the EJ analysis. The analysis indicated that 
adverse effects will not be disproportionately high and adverse and the implementation of 
proposed mitigation will be applied similarly within each EJ community, as necessary. The 
principles highlighted in the comment are addressed in the analysis. 

See response CR-GEN-5 regarding the implementation and recommendation of feasible 
mitigation measures. 
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-7-5 The Study Area for the Project encompasses a 2-mile buffer from the four Build Alternative 
alignments evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR, which includes the City of Bell Gardens. This Study 
Area was maintained in the Final EIS/EIR when analysis considered the Study Area. The Study 
Area maps and discussions in Chapters 1 and 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR 
correctly include Bell Gardens within this buffer. Current and projected Study Area 
characteristics within the full 2-mile buffer, such as traffic conditions, transit service and 
demand, population and employment densities, and travel demand, were considered and 
informed the Project’s Purpose and Need in Chapter 1. 

Each individual section of the environmental document defines a specific Affected Area that is 
appropriate for analysis for that particular subject. The extent of the Affected Area for each 
topic is included in Chapter 4, Table 4.0.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The southern limit of Bell 
Gardens is between 1.00 and 1.25 miles from the Firestone Station crossing I-710 and the Los 
Angeles River. The anticipated station boardings shown in Chapter 3, Table 3.26 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR include transfers from feeder bus service serving Bell Gardens. 

The City is included in the First/Last Mile planning efforts that examine safe bike connections 
to the surrounding community within 3 miles of project stations. The City of Bell Gardens is 
located within 2 miles of the Project and is included in these planning efforts. 

CC-7-6 Implementation of Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Transportation Management 
Plan [TMP}) will address effects from construction activities on vehicular, transit, pedestrian, 
and bicycle access and mobility, including temporary lane/roadway, sidewalk, bicycle facility, 
and freeway ramp closures; detours; increases in traffic volumes (including regular traffic and 
construction traffic, construction equipment, materials delivery vehicles, waste/haul vehicles, 
and employee commutes); construction parking; and emergency services (e.g., fire, police, 
ambulances). Metro will coordinate the development of the TMP with local jurisdictions, 
agencies, and other potentially affected parties, such as schools. This measure is referred to as 
Mitigation Measure TRA-18 (Transportation Management Plan) in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-7-7 In response to this comment, Chapter 5, Section 5.5.2.1 has been added to the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report, and Section 3.4.5.2 
has been added to the Final EIS/EIR to document the analysis of impacts associated with 
vehicular freight (e.g., freight trucks). The analysis did not identify any substantive changes to 
traffic patterns or the affected routes for heavy trucks and other commercial vehicles during 
operation of the Project in the City of Bell Gardens. There will be no changes to the physical 
roadway network (e.g., street closures) in the City of Bell Gardens with implementation of the 
Project. Trucks will continue to be restricted to designated truck routes and will not be diverted 
to streets where trucks are restricted. 

CC-7-8 Freeway access will not be affected by the Project. See also responses to comments CC-7-6 
and CC-7-7. 

Truck turn templates were run at key intersections where sharp left/right turns will be required 
as a result of the Project. Truck turn restrictions are identified at select grade crossings 
identified in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR. Routes through the City of Bell Gardens will not 
be affected. 

CC-7-9 The Bicycle Hotel and Casino in Bell Gardens has been added to the Activity Centers identified 
in Figure 1-4 in Chapter 1, Section 1.4 of the Final EIS/EIR. This addition does not alter the 
environmental analysis or conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

CC-7-10 See response CR-TRA-1 related to spillover parking impacts and additional transit parking. 
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-7-11 See response to comment CC-7-10. 

Acquisitions identified for the Project are those needed to support project components, 
including park-and-ride facilities or construction laydown areas. These facilities or construction 
laydown areas near stations could provide opportunities for transit-oriented 
development/joint development around proposed stations, but such development would be 
consistent with goals, policies, and objectives of the local jurisdiction and at the discretion and 
approval of that jurisdiction.  

CC-7-12 In response to comments submitted on the Draft EIS/EIR, including this comment, new 
parking surveys were conducted during non-holiday weekdays in January, March, and May 
2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., 
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The survey time periods were 
determined based on the surrounding land uses and considered parking restrictions in each 
neighborhood. The results of the parking surveys are presented in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.7 of 
the Final EIS/EIR and Section 4.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report. A visual survey map is included in Appendix A of the 
report. 

CC-7-13 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover parking analysis.  

CC-7-14 As part of Mitigation Measure TRA-21 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach), Metro 
will work with the appropriate local jurisdiction, business owners, and affected communities 
for the corresponding station area to assess the need for an appropriate on-and off-street 
parking management program if it is found that parking demand increases with 
implementation of the LPA. Metro will also coordinate with and support jurisdictions in 
outreach meetings within the affected communities to gauge the interest of residents 
participating in a residential permit parking program. This measure is referred to as Mitigation 
Measure TRA-19 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-7-15 See response to comments CC-7-3 and CC-7-4. Chapter 5, Section 5.2 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Environmental Justice Impact Analysis Report (Appendix FF 
to the Draft EIS/EIR) lists the environmental topics that would not result in an adverse effect 
to the Affected Area: Transportation (transit, active transportation, off-street parking, rail and 
vehicular freight); Land Use (operations; land use compatibility, regional plans); Communities 
and Neighborhoods (operations); Visual and Aesthetics (operations visual character and 
quality of scenic resources; construction); Air Quality; Greenhouse Gas Emissions; 
Ecosystems and Biological Resources; Geotechnical, Subsurface, Seismic Hazards; Hazards 
and Hazardous Materials; Water Resources; Energy; Electromagnetic Fields; Archaeological, 
Historical, and Paleontological Resources; Traditional Cultural Properties/Tribal Cultural 
Resources; Parklands and Community Facilities (operational access and function of parklands, 
community facilities); Economic and Fiscal Impacts; Safety and Security; and Section 4(f) 
Resources. 

In turn, these environmental topics would not result in a disproportionately high and adverse 
effect to EJ communities and were not analyzed in the EJ analysis. The EJ analysis includes all 
environmental topics that would have an adverse effect to the Affected Area for each 
environmental topic. The results of the EJ analysis for Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR remain 
valid. 

CC-7-16 See response to comment CC-7-3. 

CC-7-17 See response to comment CC-7-3. 
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-7-18 See response to comment CC-7-3. Figure 4.22-4 shows the cities through which the alignment 
will directly traverse. The alignment will not traverse through the City of Bell Gardens and, 
therefore, the city is outside the EJ Affected Area and is not included in the EJ analysis. 

CC-7-19 See responses to prior comments included in this submission. The City of Bell Gardens’ 
support for the Project is noted.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

City of Cerritos – CC-8 

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-1 Response not required. 

CC-8-2 Refer to CR-GEN-5 regarding implementation and recommendation of mitigation measures. 
Refer to CR-GEN-3 regarding the cut-and-cover study. 

CC-8-3 The alignment evaluated in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR is designed not to preclude a future 
station near 183rd/Gridley. If, in the future, a station is proposed near 183rd/Gridley, 
environmental clearance for that station would be undertaken at that time. 

CC-8-4 Refer to response CR-FIN-1 regarding the 3 percent match. 

CC-8-5 The comment, which regards the City of Cerritos’ participation, is acknowledged. 

CC-8-6 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-8-7 Refer to CR-GEN-3 regarding the cut-and-cover study that was completed. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-8 Funding for the LPA is not unlimited. To the contrary, Metro must aggressively pursue 
multiple avenues of funding to complete the LPA. As outlined in the WSAB Funding Plan 
(received by the Metro Board on December 2, 2021), to address the LPA’s financial shortfall, 
Metro would seek approximately $3.15 billion of New Starts funding from the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). The amount of New Starts funding that Metro can request is limited by 
the New Starts rating system, which dictates that Metro’s funding request must be less than 
50 percent of the LPA’s cost in order for the Project to qualify for the minimum rating needed 
for New Starts funding. In addition to New Starts funding, approximately $850 million in state 
funds would be needed to complete the LPA. Based on discussions with the FTA, the Record 
of Decision will be issued on the financially feasible alternative, which relies on both local and 
federal funding sources. It is not feasible to add additional substantial costs to the Project, 
including the costs of an underground alignment within the City of Cerritos.  

Chapter 2, Section 2.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR states that an underground alignment was 
considered and eliminated because of additional project costs and risks, making an 
underground alignment neither fiscally feasible nor prudent under the Measure M funding 
constraints. Therefore, an underground alignment was not considered further in the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  

This conclusion is confirmed by the Cut-and-Cover Study (Metro 2022), completed by Metro 
per the January 2022 direction of the Metro Board (Board Motion 2022-0023). The Cut-and-
Cover Study evaluated a cut-and-cover (i.e., underground) alignment at six locations where the 
LPA is currently proposed to be aerial. For each of the six locations, conceptual cut-and-cover 
designs were developed and evaluated for constraints, costs, and potential effects. The study 
determined that major utilities and ongoing freight rail traffic constrained the design of the 
cut-and-cover sections. In the six locations considered along the alignment, a cut-and-cover 
design would increase the project cost by between $14 million and $808 million in 2022 
dollars ($22 million to $1.3 billion in year of expenditure dollars) compared to the cost of an 
aerial alignment as described in the Draft EIS/EIR. For the location considered that would be 
partially within the City of Cerritos, a cut-and-cover design would increase the project cost by 
between $296 million and $747 million in 2022 dollars ($462 million to $1.2 billion in year of 
expenditure dollars) compared to the cost of an aerial alignment as described in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. The lower cost does not include a station at 183rd Street/Gridley Avenue, and the 
higher cost includes an underground station at 183rd Street/Gridley Avenue. 

 Initial meetings were held with the City of Cerritos on April 12, 2022, to discuss the scope of 
the Cut-and-Cover Study and on June 10, 2022 to discuss utilities at the 183rd Street/Gridley 
Avenue intersection that would be affected by a cut-and-cover alignment. At the conclusion of 
the study, Metro staff determined that a cut-and-cover alignment is not a feasible alternative 
due to the substantial increase in costs. The conclusion of the Cut-and-Cover Study was 
discussed with the City of Cerritos on September 22, 2022, and with the WSAB City Managers’ 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on October 3, 2022. An informal report was prepared for 
the Metro Board on May 16, 2023 to provide the findings of the cut-and-cover analysis. 
Because cut-and-cover alignments were determined not to be a feasible alternative due to 
increased costs, the alignment is not considered in the Final EIS/EIR.  

CC-8-9 See responses to comments CC-8-2 and CC-8-8. 

CC-8-10 See responses to comments CC-8-2 and CC-8-8.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-11 As discussed in Chapter 2, Sections 2.4 and Chapter 7, Section 7.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the 
alternatives screening and identification process for the Build Alternatives was based on 
extensive outreach and workshops with key stakeholders, elected officials, advisory committee 
members, and communities, including the City of Cerritos. Additional information regarding 
the alternatives screening and identification process is provided in Draft EIS/EIR Appendix A: 
Alternatives Considered and Appendix HH: Updated Scoping Report. 

The EIS/EIR evaluates a reasonable range of alternatives and includes stringent mitigation 
measures to minimize the Project’s significant adverse effects and significant impacts to the 
maximum extent feasible. The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) do not require agencies to consider alternatives or 
mitigation measures that are infeasible. Section 2.4.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR explained why a 
full underground alignment and partial underground alignments were rejected from further 
consideration as infeasible. See response CR-GEN-3 regarding the Cut-and-Cover Study 
completed after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. See also response to comment CC-8-8.  

CC-8-12 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and responses to comments CC-8-
2 and CC-8-8 regarding an underground alignment. Terminating the alignment in Bellflower is 
not required for implementation of the LPA. 

CC-8-13 The City of Cerritos preference is noted. See responses to comments CC-8-2 and CC-8-8 
regarding grade separation. Comments are addressed individually in the responses that 
follow.  

CC-8-14 The traffic analysis methodology is summarized in Chapter 3, Section 3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
As stated, the analysis considered proximity to at-grade crossings where intersections could 
experience delay due to gate down times; changes to the roadway network; increase in traffic 
due to vehicles accessing or departing park-and-ride facilities; and traffic volumes at each 
intersection. 

The intersections requested in the comment were reviewed to determine whether they should 
be included in the Affected Area for the traffic analysis. Based on forecasted project-related trip 
outputs from the Metro Travel Demand Model, the following seven intersections were added 
to the traffic analysis because the Project is projected to add 50 or more vehicles during the 
peak hour in 2042. The results of the analysis are included in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2 of the 
Final EIS/EIR and Section 5.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report for these intersections: 

 South Street/Norwalk Boulevard 

 South Street/Bloomfield Avenue 

 South Street/Alburtis Avenue 

 Pioneer Boulevard/195th Street 

 Pioneer Boulevard/Los Coyotes Boulevard 

 Pioneer Boulevard/Del Amo Boulevard 

 Pioneer Boulevard/183rd Street 

No adverse effects were identified in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report at any of these intersections.  

It should also be noted that under CEQA, a project’s effect on automobile delay shall not 
constitute a significant environmental impact (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15064.3[a]). The 
Project will reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the region, thereby providing an 
environmental benefit related to transportation impacts.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-15 The Project need only mitigate impacts where the Project will result in an adverse impact 
under NEPA or a significant impact under CEQA. The provision of widened bridges that are 
not related to adverse or significant impacts from the Project would be considered a 
betterment and are not part of the Purpose and Need of the Project. The Project will not result 
in adverse or significant impacts to the bridges mentioned in the comment and, therefore, 
public funding cannot be used to widen the bridges as part of the Project. 

CC-8-16 The new intersection at the parking structure entrance/Solana Place on Pioneer Boulevard that 
will be added and signalized as part of the LPA was analyzed and is included in Table 5.4 in 
Section 5.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report and in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

The commercial driveway to the south is not an intersection and was therefore not analyzed in 
the traffic analysis. 

CC-8-17 As stated in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the demand for parking at the 
Pioneer Station under Alternative 3 is 1,090 spaces, which would be accommodated with the 
parking supply at this station. See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking impacts and 
additional transit parking. Parking demand from the Metro Travel Demand Model was 
updated in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR to include all nine stations along the 
LPA. Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, the supply of parking in the parking structure will 
accommodate demand at the Pioneer Station.  

Mitigation Measure TRA-21 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) in the Draft 
EIS/EIR, now referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-19 in the Final EIS/EIR, is not a deferral of 
analysis or mitigation. Although adverse effects associated with spillover parking are not 
anticipated, this measure will be implemented because parking demand, the subsequent 
strategies that may be utilized, and the community response are unknown.  

Mitigation Measure TRA-21 commits Metro to studying actual conditions after the Project 
opens, comparing the demand to surveys completed six months prior to opening, and working 
with the cities to identify measures to address spillover parking if it occurs. The measure also 
applies to 0.5 mile around all stations, even those without proposed transit parking. Refer to 
CR-GEN-5 regarding mitigation under NEPA and CEQA. 

It should also be noted that CEQA does not require an analysis of or mitigation measures for 
parking shortages; an EIR is only required to address parking shortages to the extent the 
shortage has secondary impacts on the environment. (Save Our Access-San Gabriel Mountains 
v. Watershed Conservation Authority (2021) 68 Cal.App.5th 8.) No such secondary impacts have 
been identified.  

CC-8-18 See response to comment CC-8-17. A mitigation measure to provide the projected parking 
demand under Alternative 1 was not added to the Final EIS/EIR because the parking structure 
will accommodate the demand projected with implementation of the LPA. The timeline for 
implementing an extension north of the Slauson/A Line to LA Union Station is unknown and 
therefore, any demand that could materialize with a future extension is speculative. 

CC-8-19 The measure described is not a standard mitigation practice. Refer to CR-GEN-5 regarding 
mitigation under NEPA and CEQA. Refer also to response to comment CC-8-17 regarding the 
adequacy of the existing parking mitigation measures.  
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-20 As stated in Section 3.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the analysis of the bus-rail interface focused on 
the interaction between bus services and the new light rail transit (LRT) stations in the 2042 
horizon year. Ridership will likely change on Study Area bus routes, particularly those 
reconfigured to provide feeder services to the proposed station. The transportation impact 
analysis uses the Metro Travel Demand Model to forecast ridership and traffic volumes in 
2042, which includes the number of buses on the arterial streets from existing and planned 
bus services. As such, the traffic operations analysis does consider bus and vehicular traffic to 
the extent that information can be reasonably forecasted. 

However, bus services are continually reviewed and adjusted by regional and local transit 
agencies, including routes, headways, and schedules, in order to meet the needs of transit 
riders. Prior to opening a new rail transit line, Metro completes a bus-rail interface study. As 
part of this study, Metro coordinates with other jurisdictions and transit service providers to 
determine if adjustments are needed to existing or planned bus routes to align with the service 
provided by the new rail transit line. This study occurs closer to opening in order to ensure 
that adjustments to bus services reflect the population, employment, and ridership demand in 
the service area. Preparing that study at this time would be speculative, particularly in light of 
the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Future changes or additions to bus service 
would follow the requirements of the applicable agency prior to implementation. Therefore, 
due to the speculative nature of future bus operation needs, the specifications of the bus bays, 
including the precise location and number of bus bays, will need to be further determined and 
evaluated during future stages of the design, prior to the start of revenue service. The design 
and implementation of the bus bays will be done in coordination with the city per an executed 
Master Cooperative Agreement (MCA). Every effort will be taken to place bus bays in locations 
that minimize effects to traffic and pedestrian circulation. If required, supplemental 
environmental documentation will be completed once the location of bus bays and 
corresponding service is determined. 

The comment regarding the use of concrete will be considered as design advances. 

CC-8-21 The traffic analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) considered the 
closures of both 188th and 187th Streets, including the diversion of traffic to other nearby 
streets. The results of the traffic analysis were included in Table 3.14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. There will not be intersection impacts as a result of the closures and diversion of 
traffic; therefore, mitigation is not required. Refer specifically to Intersections 97 (187th 
Street/Pioneer Boulevard) and 98 (188th Street/Pioneer Boulevard).  

Both 187th and 188th are residential streets serving the City of Artesia. There is limited 
through traffic on these streets that will be diverted into the City of Cerritos, west of Gridley 
Road. 188th Street ends in a cul-de-sac east of the Target department store, so existing 
through traffic volumes are even lower. 

Metro coordinated with the City of Artesia and California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
in 2022 regarding the closure of 186th or 187th Street. Based on this coordination, the Final 
EIS/EIR includes a design option that evaluates closure of 186th Street with 187th Street open. 
Based on meetings with CPUC, and given the proximity of 186th and 187th Street, one of the 
streets must be closed with project implementation. At a meeting on February 21, 2023, Metro 
informed representatives of the City of Cerritos of this coordination and the inclusion of a 
design option. Traffic analysis was completed for the design option and included in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.4.1.3 of the Final EIS/EIR. A decision will be made as to which street remains open 
prior to issuance of the Record of Decision. 
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CC-8-22 Text in Chapter 1, Section 1.6.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR), has been 
updated to state that both Synchro and SimTraffic, the companion simulation tool, were used 
to conduct traffic analysis. 

SimTraffic allows for the modeling of at-grade crossings, and implicitly considers the 
coordination effects of adjacent signals. It is a stochastic (random) process to simulate the 
vehicular traffic on the roads, and there are different results with each run. To account for the 
variations, five SimTraffic runs were conducted, and the average of the results was reported. 

The Synchro output files include details for the parameters used in the analysis. Synchro 
default values, which represent common practice, were used in some cases. Consistent values 
for these input parameters were used to allow for a consistent comparison between 
intersections in different jurisdictions and in future years where both field conditions and 
overall traffic conditions (e.g., improved vehicle technology) may change. 

Specific parameters were: 

 Saturation flow rate: 1,900 vehicles/hour/lane 

 Lane width: 12 feet 

 Grade: 0% 

 Storage length (for pockets): field-measured or from 10% engineering plans, from the end 
of the taper length (full width of pocket) to the limit line 

 Link speed: coded directly based on field speed limit 

 Peak hour factor: 0.92 

CC-8-23 To provide a conservative analysis, tail tracks were analyzed as part of the evaluation of the 
Pioneer Station, with an assumption of a gate down time of 45 seconds, a value that is 
consistent with the other terminus station locations in the Metro Rail system. However, typical 
train operations at the Pioneer Station would utilize the front-end cross over north of the 
station platform to change train directions. The usage of the back-end crossovers and tail track 
provides operational flexibility in the event of a service disruption or special service, and is only 
employed during normal operations. Therefore, trains crossing Pioneer Boulevard to utilize 
the tail tracks will be an infrequent occurrence.  

CC-8-24 See response to comment CC-8-23 regarding use of the tail tracks crossing Pioneer Boulevard.  

Emergency access was evaluated in Draft EIS/EIR Chapter 4, Sections 4.18 and 4.19.3.18 
during operation and construction of the Project, respectively. Project Measures SAF PM-1 
(Emergency Access) (described in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR) and SAF 
PM-9 (Coordination with Police and Fire Service Providers) (described in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR) require coordination with emergency service providers during 
operation and construction, respectively. There are two fire stations: one on 183rd Street near 
Pioneer Boulevard in the City of Artesia and one on Pioneer Boulevard south of South Street in 
the City of Cerritos.  
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CC-8-25 Appendix A, Attachment 7 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) includes an 
engineering assessment for the new westbound through lane at the intersection of Artesia 
Boulevard and Dumont Avenue (Intersection No. 89). The additional through lane design is 
shown in the Grade Crossing and Intersection Plans (Appendix B) of the Final EIS/EIR on 
Sheets CS-215 and T-011. The additional lane does not need to extend to the Artesia 
Boulevard/Studebaker Road intersection because there is not an adverse effect at that 
intersection. During the final design phase, Metro will coordinate with the City regarding the 
starting point for the additional lane, but the critical traffic operations component is the new 
lane at the grade crossing and through the intersection. Metro will coordinate with city staff 
per an executed MCA. The MCAs provide cities the opportunity to review design packages and 
provide comments for project components located within their jurisdiction. Note –Mitigation 
Measure TRA-18 in the Draft EIS/EIR has been renumbered as TRA-16 in the Final EIS/EIR. 
The text of the mitigation measure remains unchanged since the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-26 The table has been reviewed and modified to remove reference of lane reductions along South 
Street. No lane reduction will be required along South Street, as the LPA terminates just north 
of South Street within the Pacific Electric Right-of-Way (PEROW). Reference of lane reductions 
along South Street in the Draft EIS/EIR has been removed for the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-27 Table 3.51, Anticipated Construction-Related Closures, of the Draft EIS/EIR has been reviewed 
and modified to remove reference of permanent driveway closures at the Extra Space Storage 
property along Artesia Boulevard. The driveway access has been designed and is included in 
the Intersection Plans (Appendix B) of this Final EIS/EIR on Sheet T-011. References of 
driveway closures at the Extra Space Storage property along Artesia Boulevard in the Draft 
EIS/EIR have been removed for the Final EIS/EIR. Permanent access to the Navens Horse 
Stable and Cerritos Industrial Park businesses is unaffected by the Project. 

CC-8-28 Refer to CR-GEN-5 regarding mitigation. The Project need only mitigate impacts where the 
Project will result in an adverse impact under NEPA or a significant impact under CEQA. 
Mitigation has been identified for the two intersections in the City of Cerritos where the Project 
will result in adverse impacts (Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measures TRA-16 (Artesia Boulevard/ 
Dumont Avenue) and TRA-17 (Business Circle/ Studebaker Road) (referred to as Mitigation 
Measures TRA-18 and TRA-19 in the Draft EIS/EIR; no change has been made to the text of the 
mitigation measures). A traffic signal is proposed at Business Circle/Studebaker Road under 
TRA-17. As design advances, Metro will coordinate with the City regarding the traffic signal 
plan.  

CC-8-29 Chapter 2, Section 2.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR summarizes the project refinements that were 
adopted by the Metro Board in 2018. These refinements include the elimination of the 
183rd/Gridley Station due to lack of community support, limited ridership potential, and 
proximity to the Pioneer Station in the City of Artesia. As noted in Chapter 2, Section 2.4.1.3, 
the aerial alignment at 183rd Street and Gridley Road crossing has been designed not to 
preclude a future station at this location. The design of the alignment to accommodate a 
potential future station has been discussed in meetings with representatives of the City of 
Cerritos since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. See also response to comment CC-8-3. 

CC-8-30 See responses to comments CC-8-3 and CC-8-29. See response CR-GEN-3 regarding the Cut-
and-Cover Study. The alternatives/mitigation measures suggested in the comment would not 
minimize or avoid any of the adverse impacts under NEPA or significant impacts under CEQA 
identified in the EIS/EIR. Therefore, they have not been added to the Final EIS/EIR; refer to CR-
GEN-5 regarding mitigation measures.  
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CC-8-31 Section 22.30.700(3)(a) of the City of Cerritos Municipal Code is not relevant as that code 
provision governs building setbacks and the LRT alignment is not a building. The comment 
has not identified any “standards for circulation, noise, setbacks, buffer areas, landscaping 
and architecture” that apply to the Project or with which the Project conflicts. The Project is 
therefore not inconsistent with Policy LU-9.1 of the City of Cerritos General Plan Land Use 
Element. Although not required, Project Measure VA PM-8 (Residential Screening for Aerial 
Structures) (refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Final EIS/EIR for a description of this 
measure) has been added in the Final EIS/EIR. This project measure requires privacy 
screening along portions of the aerial structure adjacent to the rear of residential properties in 
the Cities of Paramount, Bellflower, and Cerritos if the soundwall in those locations will not be 
sufficiently tall to provide similar privacy screenings. At the intersection of 183rd Street and 
Gridley Road, the soundwall on the aerial alignment will be sufficiently tall to block the line of 
sight from LRT vehicles to the adjacent residential properties. Refer also to response CR-VA-1. 

Additionally, Metro has extensively coordinated with the City of Cerritos regarding project 
design and will continue to do so as design progresses. 

CC-8-32 The communities and neighborhoods analysis set forth in Chapter 4, Section 4.2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR considers the potential for the Build Alternatives to create physical, social, or 
psychological barriers within an established community or neighborhood. Primary 
components that affect communities and neighborhood include access and mobility, 
community character and cohesion, and community stability. Privacy concerns do not create 
physical, social, or psychological barriers and will not affect access and mobility, community 
character and cohesion, and community stability. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix I to the Draft 
EIS/EIR) have been updated to consider the change in visual character at the rear yards of 
residential properties.  

However, with regard to privacy, the visual and aesthetics impact analysis follows the 
principles in the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Guidelines for the Visual Impact 
Assessment of Highway Projects (adopted January 2015), as well as the CEQA Guidelines, 
including Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. The Draft EIS/EIR addresses how the physical 
features of the Project would change the visual character and aesthetics of the environment. 
Consistent with the FHWA guidelines and CEQA Guidelines, adverse effects on visual 
character and quality are associated with whether the project alternative involves the removal 
of features with aesthetic value (such as the removal of a scenic resource), introduction of 
contrasting urban features in the local area, and the degree to which project elements would 
detract from the visual character of the area. Privacy concerns do not address physical changes 
in the environment that could affect the visual character or aesthetics of an area. A project 
component is considered compatible with visual character of the Affected Area if the 
component’s scale, massing, form, lighting, and potential to cause glare does not contrast or 
conflict with the visual elements of the Affected Area.  

As noted in the response to comment CC-8-31, to address privacy concerns, Project Measure 
VA PM-8 (Residential Screening for Aerial Structures) has been added to Section 4.4.4.1 of the 
Final EIS/EIR, as well as Section 8.1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report. Refer to the response to CC-8-31 for 
information on how this measure applies at 183rd Street and Gridley Road. See also response 
CR-VA-1 regarding screening.  
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CC-8-33 NEPA and CEQA do not require an EIS/EIR to include visual renderings as part of a visual 
impact assessment. In response to this comment, however, a visual rendering of the proposed 
aerial structure at Gridley Road/183rd Street has been added to Chapter 4, Section 4.4 of the 
Final EIS/EIR as Figure 4.4-9 and to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report as Figure 5-8 in Section 5.2.5. As shown in the visual 
rendering and as discussed in these sections of the documents, while the aerial structure will 
be a new visual feature in the area, it will be consistent with the scale and massing of the one-
to three-story structures in the Affected Area. The project components will not detract from the 
visual character and quality of the Affected Area. The visual character conclusion in the Draft 
EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact 
Analysis Report remain unchanged. 

See response to comment CC-8-32 with regard to privacy. 

CC-8-34 See response to comments CC-8-31 and CC-8-32 with regard to privacy screening, and 
response CR-VA-1. Metro will coordinate with city staff per executed MCAs, which provide 
cities the opportunity to review design packages and provide comments. 

CC-8-35 See responses to comments CC-8-32 with regard to privacy and CC-8-37 regarding 
landscaping.  

CC-8-36 The design of the aerial structure has been revised since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR as a 
result of coordination with the City of Cerritos. The aerial structure will be supported by 
columns over the Gridley Road/183rd Street intersection and up to approximately 670 feet 
northwest of the intersection. Design has been updated to include columns south of the 
intersection in place of the retained fill identified in the Draft EIS/EIR. Metro met with City of 
Artesia and Cerritos staff on September 29, 2022, where the height and location of the 
retaining wall were clarified. The revised configuration is included in the LRT Plans (Appendix 
B) of the Final EIS/EIR on Sheet T-260. 

CC-8-37 A new mitigation measure is not required because landscaping along the alignment is a 
component of the Project, as addressed in VA PM-3 (Landscaping) (see Chapter 4, Section 
4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR). Landscaping will be installed, as appropriate and as practicable, 
space permitting, to achieve an effective integration between the aerial structures and their 
surrounding environment. As stated for VA PM-3 (Landscaping), landscaping will be designed 
per Metro Rail Design Criteria (MRDC) or equivalent and Systemwide Station Design 
Standards. The MRDC requires that landscaping be used, as appropriate, for graffiti 
management. Additionally, the MRDC requires that landscaping comply with local code 
requirements. The MCAs provide cities the opportunity to review as design is advanced (30%, 
60%, and 90%) and provide comments. 

CC-8-38 A new mitigation measure is not required because the design of the soundwalls is required to 
follow the MRDC or equivalent criteria, Standard/Directive Drawings, WSAB Urban Design 
Report, and WSAB Urban Design Guide. Per the MCA, the city will have the opportunity to 
review the design of the soundwalls and provide comments as design advances. 
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CC-8-39 Metro began preparing the First/Last Mile (FLM) plan after identification of the LPA and 
examined connections to the surrounding community. FLM planning efforts focus on specific 
pedestrian connections within 0.5 mile of stations and connections to bike networks within 3 
miles of stations in coordination with cities and key stakeholders. Metro has coordinated with 
city staff as part of the FLM process. 

Refer to the response to comment CC-8-37 regarding landscaping. Specific landscaping, 
irrigation, and drainage plans have not yet been developed at this stage of design, and the 
power source has not been identified; however future design plans, which will include details 
on landscaping, irrigation, drainage, and power, will be available for review by city staff as 
outlined in the MCA.  

CC-8-40 The elements requested in the comment do not warrant being a project measure, particularly 
for instances where the billboard will conflict with the footprint needed for construction or 
operation of the LPA. The Final EIS/EIR continues to document that billboards within the 
railroad right-of-way (ROW) will be removed. 

CC-8-41 There are no readily available emission factors published for light rail brake wear at crossings 
and stations. Referenced research on transit brake dust is related to subway (enclosed 
underground) or operations of heavy (freight or intercity passenger) rail vehicles. The 
regenerative braking technologies used by LRT vehicles conserve energy and result in less 
friction braking than heavy rail vehicles. The referenced studies are generally focused on 
enclosed subway operations and by and large do not consider regenerative braking in their 
findings. One study “Impacts of Subway System Modifications on Air Quality in Subway 
Platforms and Trains” by Van Ryswyk et. al. Environ. Sci. Technol. 2021, 55, 11133−11143 
provides some limited data on regenerative braking within an enclosed subway environment. 
Toronto converted one of its transit lines to rolling stock with regenerative braking and the 
study found “decreased use of friction brakes may have yielded a reduction in the emission of 
brake dust and better air quality.” No similar data is available for well ventilated (open air) 
operations because light rail brake dust is not a recognized concern in such an environment. 
Compared to the systems referenced in the studies provided by the City of Cerritos, 
regenerative braking of light rail vehicles would qualify as alternative technology designed to 
minimize or eliminate such impacts. 
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CC-8-42 Applicable and feasible mitigation measures have been applied where moderate and severe 
noise impacts were identified. These measures include soundwalls, low impact frogs to reduce 
crossover noise, and traction power substation (TPSS) noise-reduction measures. Within the 
Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-
Bell-Stop Variance) were recommended to further reduce noise at grade crossings but require 
CPUC approval. Thus, Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-
Down-Bell-Stop Variance) were not included as part of the mitigated analysis in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Based on Metro’s experience successfully implementing bell shrouds and gate-down-
bell stop variances on other transit lines and coordination with CPUC subsequent to 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-
Stop Variance) have now been incorporated as project features included as part of project 
design (NOI PM-1 and NOI PM-2, respectively) within the Final EIS/EIR and the associated 
reductions are included in the analysis. The two mitigation measures were incorporated as 
project measures as a result of coordination with CPUC, which confirmed that they were 
feasible and are anticipated to be approved as part of the Project. These measures would be 
equally as effective as the NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop 
Variance). Project measures NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-
Bell-Stop Variance) remain subject to CPUC approval.  

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise-reduction measures. This includes the consideration of soundwalls heights greater than 
8 feet and refinements to the noise model to better reflect real world conditions (i.e., 
topography, elevation, operational speeds of LRT). The noise analysis in Sections 4.7.3 and 
4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR incorporates additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR 
to identify possible additional noise reductions. In the Draft EIS/EIR, moderate impacts at two 
clusters and severe impacts at six clusters remained after implementation of mitigation in the 
City of Cerritos. Since preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the soundwalls in the City of Cerritos 
were increased from heights of 4 to 8 feet to heights of 10 to 12 feet to provide greater noise-
reduction benefits at sensitive receptors. Based on the additional analysis prepared for the 
Final EIS/EIR, five moderate impacts and no severe impacts will remain in the City of Cerritos. 
Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

See Common Response CR-GEN-5 regarding implementation and recommendation of feasible 
mitigation measures. 

See Common Response CR-GEN-3 regarding the Cut-and-Cover Study. 

CC-8-43 Rosewood Park was not included as a noise-sensitive use because it is an active use park with 
basketball courts and playground equipment. The 2018 FTA Transit Noise and Vibration 
Impact Assessment Manual states that, “Most parks used primarily for active recreation such 
as sports complexes and bike or running paths are not considered noise-sensitive. However, 
some parks (even some in dense urban areas) are primarily used for passive recreation such 
as reading, conversation, or meditation. These places, which may be valued as havens from 
the noise and rapid pace of everyday city life, are treated as noise-sensitive….” The active 
recreation elements associated with Rosewood Park imply that the park was not created to be 
a haven to escape city noise. The methodology for identification of passive versus active parks 
for inclusion as a sensitive receptor was applied consistently in all jurisdictions. 
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CC-8-44 The noise analysis prepared for the EIS/EIR follows the General Noise Assessment 
methodology for fixed-guideway transit set forth in the 2018 FTA Transit Noise and Vibration 
Impact Assessment Manual. The FTA Manual recommends comparing existing noise to project 
noise at each noise-sensitive land use, rather than developing noise impact contours (FTA 
Manual, Section 4.4, p. 53). The reason for this is that an inventory of noise impacts (the 
approach used in the Draft EIS/EIR) quantifies the noise impact at each noise-sensitive land 
use and indicates the severity of the impact. Noise contours, in contrast, provide only general 
information, which can help an agency narrow down major alignment options with numerous 
noise-sensitive land uses, but does not provide a quantified, impact-specific analysis. The 
noise analysis in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR includes detailed noise levels at identified 
sensitive receptors, their potential to experience noise impacts, mitigation reductions, and 
identification of residual impacts. Existing ambient noise levels were measured at sensitive 
receptors, which includes noise generated by existing roadways. 

See Common Response CR-NOI-2 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and 
proposed mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during operational activities. See 
Common Response CR-NOI-2 for construction activities. 

CC-8-45 See response to comment CC-8-42 regarding mitigation considered for noise impacts. 
Mitigation measures to minimize noise levels do not include double-paned windows, sound 
insulation, or sound curtains. The FTA noise impact criteria are exterior noise standards and 
window or sound insulation or curtains would not reduce exterior noise levels. Window 
insulation is also ineffective when windows are opened allowing noise to enter the residence. 
Buildings also have varying noise-reduction effects dependent on the construction of the 
building. Insulation of windows may not result in adequate noise reduction if other house 
components, such as unsealed doors and walls, do not provide adequate noise insulation. 
Noise mitigation is most effective when applied at the source because it limits the noise 
before it gets to the sensitive receiver and has less variability in effectiveness. Mitigation 
Measures NOI-1 (Soundwalls), NOI-2 (Low Impact Frogs), NOI-3 (Wheel Squeal Noise 
Monitoring), Project Measures NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-
Bell-Stop Variance) will be implemented to reduce noise from the light rail vehicle. 

See response CR-GEN-5 related to implementation and recommendation of feasible 
mitigation measures. Where noise impacts will not occur, mitigation is not required. Providing 
noise-reduction measures where noise impacts were not identified and are not related to 
adverse or significant impacts would be considered a betterment and is not part of the 
Purpose and Need of the Project. 

Since preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the soundwalls in the City of Cerritos were increased 
from heights of 4 to 8 feet to heights of 10 to 12 feet to provide greater noise-reduction 
benefits at sensitive receptors. Regarding properties between Rosewood Park and Gridley 
Road, the soundwall will range in height between 10 to 12 feet and will be constructed at-grade 
and along the aerial structure. Noise levels will be reduced to below the FTA severe noise 
impact criteria, although five moderate impacts will remain. 

CC-8-46 See response to comment CC-8-43 regarding Rosewood Park. 
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CC-8-47 The noted TPSS at 183rd Street and Gridley Road has been moved back to the City of Artesia 
as requested. The noise analysis has been updated in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.3.2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR to reflect the revised location and closest sensitive receptor. No impacts have been 
identified related to the TPSS at 183rd Street and Gridley Road and mitigation, including 
undergrounding or enclosure with masonry block walls, is not required. Corresponding edits 
have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration 
Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). The bike path is not 
considered a sensitive receptor as users are transient and not occupying one location to enjoy 
quiet. The FTA Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment guidance does not consider 
this use a sensitive receptor. The relocation of the TPSS will not cause any new noise or 
physical impacts to the bike path. The TPSS will be located beneath the LRT viaduct at-grade. 

The noise analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR evaluated TPSS facilities in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.3.1. 
Mitigation Measure NOI-6 (TPSS Noise Reduction) in the Draft EIS/EIR identifies several 
methods to reduce TPSS noise for TPSS units that will result in noise impacts (this measure is 
referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-4 in the Final EIS/EIR). Providing noise-reduction 
measures where the TPSS will not result in a noise impact would constitute a betterment.  

CC-8-48 The establishment of Quiet Zones is governed by the Federal Railroad Administration 
regulations and is applicable to freight and commuter rail and not LRT. No active freight 
crossings exist in the area of the LPA within the City of Cerritos. Further, only the 
governmental entity responsible for traffic control or law enforcement at the crossings is 
permitted to create a quiet zone. Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-
5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) from the Draft EIS/EIR will result in similar effects to a 
Quiet Zone by reducing the bell ringing noise and stopping bell ringing after the crossing 
gates are lowered. As stated in the response to comment CC-8-42, Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation 
Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) are now 
incorporated as project features (NOI PM-1 and NOI PM-2, respectively) within the Final 
EIS/EIR and the associated reductions are included in the analysis. Project Measures NOI PM-
1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) remain subject to 
CPUC approval. 

CC-8-49 See Common Response CR-NOI-1 and CR-NOI-2 regarding guidance used for the 
construction and operational noise impacts analysis and proposed mitigation measures to 
reduce noise levels during construction and operational activities.  

Metro policy is to ensure system changes prioritize those most in need of improved access to 
opportunity, which includes providing transportation choices at the time people need to travel. 
Reducing nighttime service hours as requested by the comment would interfere with this basic 
objective of the Project and is therefore considered infeasible. As noted in Chapter 2, Section 
2.5.5 and in Table 2.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will provide service between 4:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 a.m., although with longer headways during early morning and late evening. For 
example, service will have approximately 5-minute headways during peak travel times, and 
headways during early morning hours will be approximately 20 minutes with a reduced 
number of cars, which reduces the overall noise level. 

CC-8-50 See response to comment CC-8-42 regarding mitigation measures. Mitigation Measure NOI-2 
requires low impact frogs (crossing points between two rails) to be installed to reduce cross-
over noise on tracks. Additionally, Mitigation Measure NOI-3 requires Metro to conduct wheel 
squeal monitoring and to use wayside rail lubrication if wheel squeal occurs. The comment 
does not identify any specific wheel or rail materials or technology that would feasibly further 
reduce noise impacts.  
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CC-8-51 Table 4.1 in Section 4.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Hazardous 
Materials Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix S to the Draft EIS/EIR) has been 
modified to identify high pressure natural gas pipelines within a 200-foot radius surrounding 
the project footprint. Similar to liquid pipelines, as required by California law, Government 
Code 4216, Underground Service Alert (a utility marking service) will be notified prior to the 
commencement of any subsurface excavation, which will reduce pipeline risks during 
construction. A high-pressure natural gas pipeline was not identified from Bellflower to Artesia 
Boulevard; however, a liquid petroleum pipeline is located within this area, the LS-120 Watson 
Colton pipeline operated by Kinder Morgan. 

The Kinder Morgan pipeline was discussed in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Construction Methods Report (Appendix L of the Draft EIS/EIR) in regard to the City 
of Bellflower. The hazardous materials analysis and documentation in the Final EIS/EIR have 
been updated to include extension of this pipeline into the City of Cerritos.  

Utility relocation plans have not been developed at this stage in the project design process. As 
noted in Sections 4.19.2.3 and 4.23.1.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, all utility conflicts will be 
coordinated with the applicable utility provider and will consider whether utilities can be safely 
protected in place during construction and operation or require relocation. A mitigation 
measure is not required. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR includes Project Measure HAZ PM-5 
(Property Assessment – Phase I and II ESAs) which requires assessment of land use history 
for each parcel/property that would be acquired/utilized for the Project, including the area 
surrounding this bridge and pipeline. If soil or groundwater contamination is encountered, 
Project Measures HAZ PM-7 (Disposal of Groundwater) and HAZ PM-9 (Contaminated Soil, 
Soil Vapor, and Groundwater), included in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
will be implemented. 

CC-8-52 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.23.1.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in a 
significant impact with respect to water supplies. Mitigation measures are therefore not 
required. Metro’s Sustainability Strategic Plan includes goals to optimize and manage Metro’s 
water use and to manage wastewater and stormwater constructively. Irrigation management 
will be developed in a manner that is consistent with the Sustainability Strategic Plan as design 
advances.  

CC-8-53 The TPSSs required to power the WSAB Project will be connected to the electric utilities within 
the jurisdiction where they are located. For example, a TPSS located in the City of Artesia 
cannot be connected to the electrical grid operated by Southern California Edison. As 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.12 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR, the Project will 
not result in a significant impact related to energy. A mitigation measure is not required. 

CC-8-54 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA. 

Additional text on the positive effects on property values near transit infrastructure has been 
incorporated in the Final EIS/EIR in Chapter 4, Section 4.17.3.2 under the heading “Long-Term 
Impacts on Property Values.” As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.17.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
under the subheading “Long Term Impacts on Property Values,” the Project is expected to 
attract continued investment in the areas it serves. The added investment would likely result in 
increased property values for businesses and residences near station areas. Potential 
reductions in value because of the nuisance effects associated with the Project, such as noise 
impacts, would be minimized with implementation of the noise project measures and 
mitigation measures included in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Overall, the potential for 
economic development near station areas is most directly related to the land use plans and 
policies put in place by the local jurisdictions surrounding the station.  
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CC-8-55 Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.17 of the Final EIS/EIR includes additional qualitative discussion on 
the potential impacts to retail sales during construction. Chapter 4, Section 4.17.3.2 of the 
Final EIS/EIR includes additional discussion of retail sales impacts during operations. 

The effect on property tax revenues because of changes in right-of-way is one way to measure 
potential revenue effects of a project. For the City of Cerritos specifically, the overall impact to 
retail sales resulting from modified access because of temporary lane closures and roadway 
modifications would be minimal. Chapter 3, Sections 3.4.1 and 3.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR show 
the Project will not have adverse effects on the intersections studied in Cerritos after project 
measures and mitigation measures are implemented. Shopping centers are generally 
destination trips and have multiple access points, which makes them more resilient to 
changes in the roadway network. The Project is expected to have minimal impact on the 
automobile sales sector, which is a large producer of sales tax revenue. Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.17 of the Draft EIS/EIR discusses how the area would experience positive retail sales 
revenue impacts associated with construction spending and spending by construction 
workers. The proximity of the shopping centers to Pioneer Station would result in additional 
access to customers who do not drive, providing a source of increased retail sales during 
operation. 

CC-8-56 Refer to response to CC-8-28. Traffic impacts within the City of Cerritos will be fully mitigated 
with mitigation identified in the Draft EIS/EIR. Therefore, provision of a shuttle is not required 
to address traffic impacts from the Project.  

CC-8-57 Construction effects, such as nuisance effects, parking impacts, and temporary access 
changes for businesses, were evaluated in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.17 under the subheading 
“Localized Project Impacts” of the Draft EIS/EIR. Implementation of Mitigation Measures 
COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) and TRA-23 (Loss of Parking [Construction]) would 
reduce potential impacts. Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) requires 
development of a construction outreach plan to mitigate impacts to businesses near the 
project alignment during construction. Specifically, it focuses on access to businesses and 
identifying detours when necessary. Additionally, it discusses specific signage/marketing to 
support businesses during construction.  

Metro will use the Business Interruption Fund to financially assist small businesses along 
transit corridors during construction. Programs such as the Business Interruption Fund are 
approved by the Metro Board on a per-project basis and would occur after certification of the 
Final EIR and issuance of the Record of Decision, and closer to the start of construction. 
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CC-8-58 As shown on sheet CS-214 of the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 2 
(Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR), Metro will implement safety features at the Artesia 
Boulevard and Studebaker Road crossings for pedestrians. These features will include 
pedestrian crossing gates with signage and flashing lights. In addition, there will be fencing 
outside of the crossing to restrict unauthorized access into Metro right-of-way.  

As indicated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.2.2 under the subheading “Pedestrian, Bicyclist, and 
Motorist Safety” of the Draft EIS/EIR, “Metro is continually working to improve vehicular and 
pedestrian safety along its rail lines and has implemented several programs (such as the Rail 
Safety Orientation Tour Program and the Rail Safety Education Program)” to educate students 
within the project study area about safety near transit vehicles and facilities. 

Mitigation Measure SAF-2 (School District Coordination) (described in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR) will require Metro to coordinate with and notify school districts 
and individual school administrators, such as Valley Christian School and Gahr High School, 
to maintain or modify safe and convenient pedestrian, bicycle, and bus routes to schools as 
necessary during and after construction. This also includes the publication and distribution of 
alternative pedestrian and bicycle route maps. With implementation of Mitigation Measure 
SAF-2 (School District Coordination), impacts during construction will be minimized and 
there will not be an adverse effect on the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists.  

It should also be noted that Metro  examined safe connections to the surrounding community 
as part of the FLM plan. FLM planning efforts focused on specific pedestrian connections 
within 0.5 mile of stations and connections to bike networks within 3 miles of stations in 
coordination with cities and key stakeholders, including Safe Routes to School programs.  

Based on the features cited in this response, the analysis presented in Chapter 4, Section 4.18 
of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measure SAF-2 (School District Coordination), and the FLM 
planning, the Project will provide a safe and secure environment for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Therefore, no additional analysis or mitigation measures are needed in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-59 See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols 
and enforcement. Security on the WSAB line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s 
law enforcement and its law enforcement contractors, who are assigned to the Metro system 
as part of their contract. These resources are separate from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department deputies assigned to the City of Cerritos. As a result, there will be no impact to 
the City of Cerritos’s policing services. No additional analysis or mitigation measures are 
needed in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-60 See response to comment CC-8-57. 
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CC-8-61 Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) (described in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR), requires Metro and its contractors to implement a Construction 
Outreach Plan that will be developed in coordination with affected communities and 
businesses. Pursuant to Mitigation Measure COM-1, access to businesses during operating 
hours will be maintained during construction to the extent practicable. In addition, pursuant to 
Mitigation Measure COM-1, signage alerting customers that businesses are open during 
construction and directing customers to business entrances will be provided and detour 
routes will be clearly marked. In addition, as part of the Construction Outreach Plan, a 
marketing plan will be developed to help further reduce impacts to businesses during 
construction.  

As concluded in Section 4.19.3.17 (Economic and Fiscal Impacts – Localized Project Impacts), 
with implementation of Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Community Outreach Plan) and 
Mitigation Measure TRA-23 (now, TRA-20) (Loss of Parking [Construction]), localized 
economic impacts during construction would not be adverse.  

Specific holiday construction freezes or moratoriums applicable within the City of Cerritos are 
expected to be addressed in the MCA between the City and Metro. For example, please refer to 
Sections 2 (relating to agreement of working hours following a joint review of the schedule) 
and 5 (regarding construction staging plans, including actions to maintain access to 
businesses adjacent to construction) of Exhibit 5 of the draft MCA circulated to the City. Metro 
is happy to discuss amendments to Exhibit 5 of the draft MCA to include the specific holiday 
construction freeze identified by the City of Cerritos in its comment. 

CC-8-62 Table 4.1 in Section 4.1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Growth-
Inducing Impact Analysis Report has been updated to reflect the number of housing units and 
the corresponding percent growth for each jurisdiction. Notes within the table have also been 
updated to clarify the source of information. The percent growth presented in Table 4.20.1 in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.20.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to reflect the changes made 
to Table 4.1 from the corresponding impact report. The historic housing growth numbers 
presented in Table 4.20.1 in Chapter 4, Section 4.20.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Table 4.1 of 
Section 4.1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Growth-Inducing 
Impact Analysis Report (Appendix DD to the Draft EIS/EIR) incorrectly used the household 
population for each jurisdiction rather than the total number of housing units available for 
each jurisdiction.  

The updated housing units table information shows a growth of 465 in housing units (3.0 
percent growth) between 2000 and 2017 in the City of Cerritos. The update to the associated 
tables accounts for some of the 778 housing units the City of Cerritos noted in the comment. 
The remaining 313 housing units presented by the City of Cerritos has been added to the 2000-
2017 growth. 

The 2017 historical population numbers have also been updated for consistency with the 
California Department of Finance population estimates for 2017. These updates do not affect 
the impact analyses or conclusions of the EIS/EIR.  
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CC-8-63 The cumulative analysis presented in the Draft EIS/EIR follows the methodology prescribed by 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15130 and 15130(b) that states that the cumulative impacts can be 
based on a “summary of projections contained in an adopted local, regional, or statewide 
plan, or related planning document that describes or evaluates conditions contributing to the 
cumulative effect.” This projection assumed in the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) 2016-2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (RTP/SCS) includes changes in jurisdictions within the project study area that are 
expected to take the form of new development, expansion of existing development, 
redevelopment/demolition, and intensification of land use densities. Although the Los 
Cerritos Center Expansion is not specifically listed in the Draft EIS/EIR, its projected growth in 
the City of Cerritos and the SCAG region are considered in the cumulative analysis. As 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.21.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “…in most of the corridor 
jurisdictions, these changes have been anticipated and are incorporated into local planning 
processes, including the initiation and/or adoption of specific plans or transit-oriented 
communities anticipating the Project among other changes.” 

CC-8-64 This comment is not relevant to the NEPA or CEQA analysis or conclusions in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Refer to CR-GEN-5 regarding mitigation.  

CC-8-65 Table 3.49 in Chapter 3, Section 3.6.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR shows that each Build Alternative 
would result in lower VMT than the No Build Alternative, resulting in a reduction in the 
generation of on-road motor vehicle brake dust in the region, as it is proportional to the VMT 
in the region. The Project will improve regional air quality and will not result in adverse air 
quality health effects.  

See response CR-GEN-3 regarding consideration of a cut-and-cover underground alignment 
where the LPA would be elevated. Based on the Cut-and-Cover Study (Metro 2022), Metro staff 
determined that a cut-and-cover alignment is not a feasible alternative due to the increased 
costs. This conclusion was discussed with the City of Cerritos on September 22, 2022, and 
with the Project’s TAC on October 3, 2022. See also response to comment CC-8-8. 

CC-8-66 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and responses to comments CC-8-
8 and CC-8-65 regarding a below-grade alignment. 

CC-8-67 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA and study of a future extension to 
LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-8-68 Refer to response CR-FIN-1 regarding the 3% match. 

CC-8-69 The comments in this submission have been addressed and responses indicate where analysis 
was updated to respond to comments.  

CC-8-70 The comment regarding the memo prepared by Willdan Engineering staff is acknowledged. 
See responses to individual comments from the memo that follow. 

CC-8-71 See responses to comments CC-8-52 and CC-8-64. 

CC-8-72 See response to comment CC-8-53.  

CC-8-73 See responses to comments CC-8-3 and CC-8-29. 

CC-8-74 See response to comment CC-8-48 regarding the applicability of quiet zones. 

CC-8-75 Blank pages in the Final EIS/EIR have been updated to note “This page intentionally left 
blank.” No change has been made to the supporting documents. 
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CC-8-76 Table 5.10 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Transportation Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) has been revised to note information is 
shown in minutes. 

CC-8-77 a) The reference is correct. Figure 1-2 shows an example of the existing Paramount/Rosecrans 
crossing. This crossing is an example of one of the configurations illustrated on Figure 1-1. 

b) See response to comment CC-8-22. 

CC-8-78 See response to comment CC-8-22. 

Synchro and SimTraffic are both part of the same software package, but SimTraffic was 
specifically used to evaluate delay. 

The combined Synchro/SimTraffic package was used to evaluate the study intersections, using 
intersection geometry, traffic volumes, train schedules, and signal timing. Synchro was used to 
code the network, including basic details of geometry, volumes, and timing, but was not used 
to conduct level-of-service (LOS) analysis. The companion SimTraffic simulation tool was used 
to assess delay because SimTraffic considers the effects of the at-grade crossings and 
interactions between intersections (signal timing and queuing). 

Train schedules were coded into SimTraffic. To allow for a reasonable and accurate 
representation of the train crossing events for future train operations, a gate down event was 
coded at each train crossing location every 2.5 minutes. This approach represents a 5-minute 
headway for trains in both directions, consistent with the operating plan described in Chapter 
2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Delays and queues were “observed” from the simulation for the peak hours. For delays, the 
average was reported for the peak. For queues, the 95th percentile (longer than 19 of 20 cycles 
at each signal) was reported. The SimTraffic model is stochastic (i.e., has random elements), 
so five separate simulation runs were conducted for each scenario, and the average of the five 
runs was used to report results. These procedures are consistent with standard professional 
practice. Similar analysis methodologies have been applied in Metro’s most recent similar 
environmental study (Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2B) and other transit projects. 

CC-8-79 For item (d), footnote “d” represents a roadway closure. The text has been edited accordingly. 

For item (e), the text has been updated as requested. 

CC-8-80 Queueing analysis was conducted at the at-grade crossings using SimTraffic and summarized 
in Chapter 5, Table 5.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR). The results of the 
queuing analysis for the Studebaker Road crossing shows that under the forecast condition 
with the LPA, the 95th percentile queue will not exceed the storage space between the track and 
the immediate adjacent intersection of Business Circle and Studebaker Road to the north. This 
queuing analysis considers the amount of peak hour traffic at the train crossing based on 
traffic from the adjacent intersections, in this case Business Circle and Studebaker Road. 
Because the 95th percentile queue at the Studebaker Road crossing does not show backup 
beyond the available capacity, queuing analysis at the adjacent Business Circle and Studebaker 
Road intersection is not needed as the results show that the queue will not extend that far. 

The SimTraffic tool considers the effects of queues on adjacent intersections. Intersections on 
Artesia Boulevard, South Street, and Pioneer Boulevard were included in the traffic analysis, 
although not every intersection was analyzed. See the response to comment CC-8-14 regarding 
the additional intersections that were analyzed in response to City requests. 

CC-8-81 See response to comment CC-8-17 regarding the parking analysis and response to comment 
CC-8-28 regarding traffic impacts in the City of Cerritos. 
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CC-8-82 This project measure was discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As stated 
in the Draft EIS/EIR, vehicle access to the parking structure will be directed through signage to 
enter/exit from Pioneer Boulevard. In coordination with the City of Cerritos, this project 
measure has been updated in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS/EIR to include aligning 
the entrance/exit of the parking structure with Solana Place and installing a traffic signal 
(referred to as Project Measure TR PM-11 (Pioneer Station Parking Access)). 

CC-8-83 The traffic analysis identified that queue lengths at the Pioneer Boulevard grade crossing will 
extend 112 feet to the north for the 95th percentile queue. Emergency access will be 
maintained, as queues will not block access for an extended period and there is access on 
parallel streets (Clarkdale Avenue, Gridley Road, Norwalk Boulevard, and Elaine Avenue). 
Business access will be maintained. In areas where queues may potentially block business 
driveway access, signs and pavement markings (e.g., ‘KEEP CLEAR’) will be installed in front 
of the driveways to keep them clear of vehicles. Refer also to the response to comment CC-8-
24 regarding emergency access.  

CC-8-84 See the response to comment CC-8-25 regarding impacts at Intersection #89 and Mitigation 
Measure TRA-18 (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-16 in the Final EIS/EIR). Segment 
LOS is not a performance measure because the focus is on intersection operations. 

CC-8-85 See the response to comment CC-8-28. 

CC-8-86 See the responses to comments CC-8-14 and CC-8-81. 

CC-8-87 See the response to comment CC-8-15. 

CC-8-88 Ground settlement is addressed in Chapter 4, Section 4.9.3, of the Draft EIS/EIR. As part of 
Project Measure GEO PM-1 (Geotechnical Designs [Operation]), described in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.9.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, geotechnical designs will be in accordance with the MRDC 
as well as the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the County of Los 
Angeles Building Code design requirements for bridges, aerial structures, and building 
structures, as applicable. The geotechnical design reports would be based on site-specific 
geotechnical investigation and would provide recommendations to be implemented during 
design and construction that would address post-construction settlement. 

CC-8-89 Soundwalls will follow the MRDC or equivalent criteria, which requires the use of landscaping 
on soundwalls and retaining walls, as appropriate, for graffiti management. Metro has a 
graffiti program that requires removal of graffiti within 24 hours of when it is reported. As 
explained in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Urban Design Report, landscaping will 
require approval by Metro maintenance to ensure that plants are durable and easy to maintain 
over time.  

The level of detail requested in regard to how landscaping is maintained is not typically 
required or included in a project definition. Per Section 15124 of the CEQA Guidelines, a 
project description “should not supply extensive detail beyond that needed for evaluation and 
review of the environmental impact.” A project description should provide “a general 
description of the project’s technical, economic, and environmental characteristics.” 
Additionally, 40 CFR Part 1502 Section 1502.15 states that an EIS “shall succinctly describe the 
environment of the area(s) to be affected or created by the alternatives under consideration.” 

CC-8-90 Retaining walls along the retained fill segments will not provide closed spaces. 
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CC-8-91 The size of TPSS units was described in the Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 2, Section 2.5.4, which 
states that TPSSs will be approximately 15 feet wide by 40 feet long and 15 feet high. The 
locations of the TPSS units were identified in Appendix C: System Components and Ancillary 
Facilities. As stated therein, TPSS 2 would be located northwest of the crossing at Gridley 
Road and 183rd Street within Metro-owned property. The description and location of TPSS 2, 
as well as the noise impact analysis for that TPSS, were also summarized in Chapter 4, Table 
4.7.5 in Section 4.7.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

The noise analysis identified a moderate noise impact associated with TPSS 2. Mitigation 
Measure NOI-6 (TPSS Noise Reduction) from the Draft EIS/EIR will apply to TPSS 2 (this 
measure is referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-4 in the Final EIS/EIR). This mitigation 
measure presents a menu of measures that could be implemented to reduce TPSS noise to 
below the FTA impact criteria. The specific measure(s) that will be implemented at this TPSS 
will be identified as project design progresses and will mitigate noise impacts associated with 
TPSS noise.  

See comment CC-8-47 for refinements to this TPSS site for the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-92 As discussed in response to comment CC-8-36, design of the alignment south of the 
intersection at 183rd Street and Gridley Road has been refined since circulation of the Draft 
EIS/EIR to include columns rather than a retaining wall. Metro met with staff from the Cities of 
Artesia and Cerritos on September 29, 2022, during which the height and location of the 
retaining wall were discussed. Design of the project components will follow the MRDC or 
equivalent criteria, the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Urban Design Guide, and other 
applicable code requirements. The MRDC requires the use of landscaping on retaining walls, 
as appropriate, which will soften the view and enhance the aesthetics of the walls. The MRDC 
requires that landscaping comply with local code requirements. Retaining walls will also follow 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Urban Design Guide, which will incorporate 
landscaping on or along the walls that includes vines or landscape buffer where there is 
adequate space to improve the aesthetic quality of the transit environment. At the tallest point, 
the aerial structure will be approximately 30 feet high (34 feet with a soundwall on top). The 
length and height of the soundwalls are designed to meet the FTA requirements. The aerial 
structure at Gridley Road/183rd Street will be supported by columns over the intersection and 
up to approximately 670 feet northwest of the intersection. The City of Cerritos will have the 
opportunity to review design plans as design progresses for elements within the city. It is 
anticipated that this participation process will be outlined in the MCA between the City of 
Cerritos and Metro.  

CC-8-93 The noise methodology in Section 4.7.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include 
additional references to the illustration of noise clusters in Figures 4.7-5 through 4.7-12 in the 
Final EIS/EIR. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the 
Draft EIS/EIR). 

The tables and figures included in the Draft EIS/EIR include the information necessary for 
disclosure of impacts and their geographic location. The requested “City” column has not 
been included. 

CC-219



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-8-94 The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR) provides a detailed noise and vibration 
analysis, including a discussion of clusters where the Project will not result in impacts. Table 
4.7.7 in Section 4.7.4.2 in the Draft EIS/EIR identifies only locations where mitigation was 
required and if impacts remained after mitigation. No impacts were predicted at N302 Valley 
Christian Campus, which is depicted in Figure 4.7-11 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The figures include 
all of the analyzed clusters and their final impact determination. The noise analysis in Section 
4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR has been revised to state that this table identifies only locations 
where mitigation was required and if impacts remained after mitigation. The table omits 
clusters that will have mitigated impacts.  

The operational noise analysis considers sensitive uses located within 350 feet of the Project 
per the FTA 2018 Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment guidance. The Cerritos College 
Campus is approximately 3,000 feet to the northeast of the project alignment and is outside 
the area of potential noise effects. 

CC-8-95 Additional detail regarding how soundwalls work has been added to the Section 1.6.1.15 of the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Noise barriers can be made of any outdoor 
weather-resistant solid material that meets the minimum sound transmission loss required by 
the Project. Materials that are commonly used for noise barriers include 16-gauge steel, 1-
inch-thick plywood, and any reasonable thickness of concrete. Metro noise barriers are 
typically constructed of masonry block walls, solid plastic panels, or a combination of the two 
depending on design considerations. The final material is not available at this time and will be 
considered during final design. 

CC-8-96 The noise analysis follows the Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure per the 2018 FTA Transit 
Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual. The Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure 
considers LRT sources of noise (e.g., LRT pass-by noise, TPSS noise, special trackwork, and 
crossing signals) and mitigation measures such as soundwalls. Neither the procedure nor the 
FTA Manual as a whole includes methodology related to implementing a correction for 
reflected noise. The assessment of soundwall effectiveness takes into consideration the height 
of the receptors, height of the soundwalls, and the distance of the receptor from the source 
and soundwall. The noise analysis was reviewed by FTA and found to be consistent with the 
analysis procedures to assess transit noise. The FTA Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure 
includes a built-in assumption for reflection that occurs as a result of different surfaces the 
soundwaves travel across, including noise barriers. The barrier noise reduction calculation was 
completed using the non-absorptive (reflective) formula, which considers the reflective 
properties of noise barriers. 

CC-8-97 See responses to comments CC-8-42 and CC-8-45 regarding mitigation measures, including 
insulation.  
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CC-8-98 The noise analysis was reviewed by FTA and found to be consistent with the analysis 
procedures to assess transit noise. See Common Response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance 
used for noise impacts analysis.  

Substantial cut-through traffic in residential streets is not anticipated in the vicinity of the at-
grade crossings located in the City of Cerritos. Residential streets are primarily oriented north-
south and do not have through access to major arterials that would prompt cut-through traffic 
to avoid at-grade crossings. Traffic will still have unobstructed access to Gridley Road as the 
primary north-south arterial road and 183rd Street as the primary west-east arterial. The 
alignment will be elevated at 183rd Street and Gridley Road and will not inhibit traffic flow. 
Vibration caused by rubber-tired vehicles, particularly light passenger vehicles, is limited, not 
typically felt outside the road right-of-way, and would be no greater than experienced with 
existing traffic. 

Noise associated with the parking structure was evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. Specifically, 
Chapter 4, Sections 4.7.3.2 through 4.7.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that adverse effects 
related to parking facility noise will not occur. Table 5.7 in Chapter 5 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M of 
the Draft EIS/EIR) provides the results of the noise analysis for parking facilities, including 
parking at the Pioneer Station. No adverse noise effects will occur related to parking facilities. 

Refer to the response to comment CC-8-82 regarding Project Measure TR PM-10 (Pioneer 
Station Access). Corby Avenue will serve as a secondary entrance/exit point as required, 
limiting vehicle access to/from adjacent residential streets.  

Pioneer Boulevard is a major street with high existing traffic volumes, and station traffic will 
not result in a doubling of traffic volumes that could potentially increase traffic noise levels. 

Per request from the CPUC since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Corby Avenue has been 
redesigned as a cul-de-sac configuration, limiting traffic access to the Pioneer Station parking 
structure from residential streets.  

CC-8-99 See response to comment CC-8-44. The detailed noise analysis procedure outlined in the FTA 
Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual does not recommend presentation of 
noise contours for noise impacts of LRT projects and instead indicates it is more precise to 
identify impacts by cluster. The noise analysis includes detailed noise levels at identified 
sensitive receptors, their potential to experience noise impacts, mitigation reductions, and 
residual impacts. Existing ambient noise levels were measured at sensitive receptors, which 
include noise generated by existing roadways. 
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CC-8-100 8. As discussed in Section 1.5.3.9 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M to the Draft EIS/EIR), Metro LRT 
vehicles are equipped with resilient wheels instead of solid steel wheels, such as those used on 
freight rail systems. Several different types of resilient wheels are used on light-rail vehicles; 
the most common resilient wheels have small rubber blocks that separate the wheel tread 
from the hub, thereby substantially reducing the occurrence and amplitude of wheel squeal. 
Curves with a radius less than 600 feet could result in generation of wheel squeal by the LRT 
vehicles. There are no curves within the City of Cerritos that will increase the incidence of 
wheel squeal. Curves where wheels squeal may occur are noted in the table included in 
Mitigation Measure NOI-3 in Section 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

9. Additional detail regarding low-impact frogs and ballast mats was added to Section 4.7.4.2 
of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Rail switches (where two sets of track connect) generate increased noise and vibration levels 
when trains cross over the gaps between the tracks, creating a “clickity-clack” sound. Low-
impact frogs are crossovers with a spring-loaded or moveable mechanism that closes the gap 
between rails at the crossover thereby reducing the noise and vibrations caused by trains 
passing over gaps in the rails. 

A ballast mat consists of a rubber or other type of elastomer pad that is placed under the 
ballast, providing a cushioning layer that helps isolate the track structure from the ground 
below. Ballast mats are typically made from materials with damping properties, meaning they 
can absorb and dissipate the vibration energy generated by the passage of trains, thereby 
reducing the magnitude of vibrations that travel through the ground.   

CC-8-101 10 and 11. Instances of “would” have been updated to “will” for mitigation measures in the 
Final EIS/EIR and corresponding technical reports. The Draft EIS/EIR used conditional 
wording (i.e., “would”) because there were multiple alignments under consideration and a 
mitigation measure may not apply to the alternative that advances as the LPA.  

CC-8-102 Refer to the responses to comments CC-8-31 and CC-8-32 regarding privacy. By providing 
soundwalls and/or the combination of soundwalls and vertical screening element that are at 
least 8 feet tall, views from the aerial structure into the backyards adjacent of residential 
properties will be limited. A proposed view of the LPA at Gridley Road (Figure 4.4-9), including 
the soundwalls, has been added to Section 4.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Additionally, in 
coordination with the City of Cerritos, the proposed TPSS Site 2 from the northwest side of the 
intersection of 183rd Street/Gridley Road has been relocated to the southeast side of the 
intersection within the City of Artesia, as noted in Section 2.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. One 
optional TPSS is located at the 183rd Street/Studebaker Road; however, this TPSS would not 
be located adjacent to residential uses.  

CC-8-103 See response to comment CC-8-58. The Project will provide a safe and secure environment for 
Valley Christian School students and other pedestrians and bicyclists at this intersection. 
Therefore, no additional analysis or mitigation measures were changed in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-8-104 Profiles have been lowered at Artesia Boulevard and the private grade crossings. The revised 
configurations and profiles are included in the LRT Plans (Appendix B) of the Final EIS/EIR on 
Sheets T-255 and T-256. Complete construction plans and details will be prepared at a later 
design phase. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-8-105 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. Drainage will be designed at a later 
stage in the Project. As noted in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Environmental Study, Sustainability Stormwater Study (2020), low impact development (LID) 
stormwater best management practices (BMPs) will be implemented to maintain pre-
development flow volumes, peak flow rates, and times of concentration, and would avoid and 
minimize adverse effects to water quality and water resources.  

CC-8-106 See response to comment CC-8-104. 

CC-8-107 See response to comment CC-8-105. 

CC-8-108 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. In the Final EIS/EIR, the soundwall is 
proposed as 12 feet in height starting at approximate station 1355+00 to further reduce 
predicted noise levels. 

CC-8-109 See response to comment CC-8-105. 

CC-8-110 In the Final EIS/EIR, soundwalls are proposed at 12 feet for the at-grade alignment at this 
location, 12 feet for part of the retaining wall/aerial segment north of 183rd Street and Gridley 
Road, and 10 feet when crossing and south of 183rd Street and Gridley Road. The transition 
would occur at the start of the retaining wall. 

CC-8-111  The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-112 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-113 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. See responses to prior comments. 

CC-8-114 Coordination will be conducted with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at this location to 
determine if the easement is necessary. Metro owns the ROW at this location. 

CC-8-115 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-116 Coordination will be conducted with Caltrans at this location to determine if the easement is 
necessary. Metro owns the ROW at this location. 

CC-8-117 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-118 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-119 The comment regarding the drawing is acknowledged. 

CC-8-120 The comment summarizing the City’s above comments is acknowledged. Please see 
responses to individual comments in this submission. 

CC-8-121 The comment regarding the Draft EIS/EIR is acknowledged. Individual responses to the City’s 
comments on the Draft EIS/EIR are provided below. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-8-122 The Draft EIS/EIR includes a sufficient degree of analysis to allow for meaningful and informed 
public participation and to provide decision-makers with information that enables them to 
make a decision that intelligently takes into account the environmental consequences of the 
alternatives evaluated (See State CEQA Guidelines, § 15151). As provided by the CEQA 
Guidelines, the adequacy of an environmental document is determined in terms of what is 
reasonable and feasible, in light of such factors as the magnitude of the project at issue, the 
severity of its likely environmental impact, and the geographic scope of the project (State 
CEQA Guideline, § 15204[a])). For a linear project that spans approximately 6.6 miles 
(Alternative 4) to approximately 19.3 miles (Alternative 1), and traverses through or is directly 
adjacent to 12 cities, and one unincorporated community, what is reasonable and feasible is 
different than what could be reasonably accomplished for smaller projects with relatively 
simple analyses.  

The Draft EIS/EIR includes thorough information about the Purpose and Need of the Project, 
the construction and operational components of each of the Build Alternatives, applicable 
regulations regarding the various resource topics addressed, the analytic methodology 
employed for each topic, the existing environmental setting, the environmental consequences 
and impacts of the Build Alternatives, and regulatory requirements, project commitments, and 
mitigation measures with which the Project shall comply and that will ensure environmental 
impacts are minimized. The Draft EIS/EIR also includes appropriate graphics, tables, and 
figures to help convey the technical detail in a manner that is comprehensible for a layperson. 
To avoid unnecessary repetition, the Draft EIS/EIR’s CEQA sections rely on and reference 
information presented earlier in each section that was originally presented in support of the 
NEPA analysis. The analyses are also based on the more detailed technical studies, which are 
referenced at the beginning of each Draft EIS/EIR section and included as appendices to the 
Draft EIS/EIR. Although the comment asserts that the Draft EIS/EIR does not adequately 
address the potential environmental effects of the Project, the comment does not provide an 
example of any potential environmental impact that the commenter believes has been 
insufficiently addressed. As provided in the CEQA Guidelines, comments on a draft EIR should 
focus on the sufficiency of the document in identifying and analyzing the possible impacts on 
the environment and ways in which the significant effects of the project might be avoided or 
mitigated (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15204[a]). Responses to the specific concerns raised by 
the commenter are provided in the responses below. 

CC-8-123 When a draft EIR is submitted to the State Clearinghouse for review by state agencies, the 
public review period for a draft EIR is 45 days. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21091[a]; State CEQA 
Guidelines, § 15105[a]). Consistent with this requirement, the public review period on the Draft 
EIS/EIR was initially 45 days. A lead agency may, but need not to, extend the public review 
period (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15015[a].) However, the public review period on a draft EIR 
should not be longer than 60 days “except in unusual circumstances” (ibid). Although not 
required, at the request of public and agency commenters, Metro and FTA extended the review 
period on the Draft EIS/EIR to 60 days. There were also four public hearings and four open 
discussion meetings during this period. 

CC-8-124 Refer to CR-GEN-3 and response to comment CC-8-11. 

The Project originally proposed an at-grade station and alignment at 183rd Street/Gridley 
Road. During the scoping process, however, the City of Cerritos voiced opposition to any 
station or at-grade alignment within the City. Based on the feedback submitted, Metro 
removed the 183rd Street/Gridley Road Station from further consideration and the alignment 
was changed from at-grade to aerial over the 183rd/Gridley intersection. However, the 
alignment has been designed to accommodate a potential station if one is identified in the 
future. 
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Comment ID Response 
The statement in the comment that the “cure is worse than the disease it addresses,” is taken 
to mean that the change from an at-grade alignment to an aerial alignment at the 183rd 
Street/Gridley Road intersection increased, rather than decreased, the potential for adverse 
environmental impacts relative to an at-grade alignment. This assumption is incorrect. 
Contrary to the commenter’s suggestion, the grade-separated crossing at 183rd Street/Gridley 
Road will not interfere with traffic circulation because the alignment will be separate from 
traffic, compared to conditions with an at-grade crossing where traffic would be affected when 
gates are down as a train travels through the crossing. The comment provides no evidence 
that the aerial alignment at this location would interfere with the retail businesses identified in 
the comment. The proposed aerial alignment would not reduce parking spaces or accessibility 
to adjacent and nearby land uses. The entrances to Los Cerritos Center, the Plaza 183 open 
shopping mall, and the Cerritos Auto Center are not located at the 183rd Street/Gridley Road 
intersection, but at least one city block away (in the cases of Los Cerritos Center and the Plaza 
183 mall) and almost a mile away (for the Cerritos Auto Center, which is also accessible by the 
South Street offramp of Interstate 605). The LRT bridge would not affect the ability of drivers, 
bicyclists, or pedestrians to access these retail centers. As discussed in Section 4.17, 
Economic and Fiscal Impacts, of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project would not have adverse effects 
related to local tax bases. It should also be noted that under CEQA, economic and social 
impacts, as well as automobile delay impacts, are not considered environmental impacts 
(CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15131(a), 15064.3(a).  

Regarding operational noise impacts, the Draft EIS/EIR discloses that, even with 
implementation of mitigation measures, the Build Alternatives would have a moderate and 
severe noise impacts to residential land uses within the City of Cerritos (see Draft EIS/EIR, 
Figure 4.7-11 – LRT Noise Impacts Remaining After Mitigation, including Soundwalls (City of 
Cerritos to City of Artesia). Additional analysis was prepared for the Final EIS/EIR which 
resulted in increased wall heights starting at 12 feet for the at-grade alignment at this location, 
12 feet for part of the retaining wall/aerial segment north of 183rd Street and Gridley Road, 
and 10 feet when crossing and south of 183rd Street and Gridley Road. In the Draft EIS/EIR, 
two moderate impacts and six severe impacts remained after implementation of mitigation in 
the City of Cerritos. After additional analysis prepared for the Final EIS/EIR, five moderate 
impacts and no severe impacts will remain in the City of Cerritos. There are no additional 
feasible mitigation measures or alternatives that would reduce this impact to less than 
significant, and the impact is significant and unavoidable. For Metro to proceed with the 
Project, the Metro Board of Directors would need to find that the specific economic, legal, 
social, technological, or other benefits, including regionwide or statewide environmental 
benefits, of a proposed project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, and 
the adverse environmental effects may be considered “acceptable” and the agency may 
approve the project (CEQA Guidelines, § 15093(a)).  

To the extent the comment is suggesting that the vertical alignment should be belowground at 
the 183rd Street/Gridley Road intersection, please refer to CR-GEN-3. Chapter 2 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR included text explaining the impacts associated with an underground alignment and 
that it was eliminated as an alternative; however, after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, this 
design concept was reevaluated as part of the Cut-and-Cover Study mentioned in response CR-
GEN-3. As explained therein, a belowground alignment at the 183rd Street/Gridley Road 
intersection is infeasible, largely due to exorbitant costs (a belowground alignment at this 
intersection would increase the cost of the Project by approximately $294 million ($2022) or 
$459 million ($2035). There is already a significant funding gap for the LPA, a shortage that 
has been made more difficult by the State of California’s January 31, 2023, denial of Metro’s 
request for $500 million of state funds for the Project. Metro is actively pursuing potential 
avenues of funding for the LPA, including federal funding. It is unclear whether Metro will 
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Comment ID Response 
obtain the funding necessary to construct the LPA and increasing the cost of the LPA by nearly 
$300 million ($2022) is not feasible.    

CC-8-125 Refer to responses to comments CC-8-123 and CC-8-124. 

CC-8-126 See response CR-GEN-3 and responses to comments CC-8-9 and CC-8-124. 

CC-8-127 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA. The environmentally superior 
alternative was identified in Chapter 6, Section 6.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As stated in Section 
6.4.6, “while each of the Build Alternatives would result in varying levels of impacts and 
benefits, Alternative 3 would have an overall environmental advantage compared to the other 
Build Alternatives. Alternative 3 would have fewer permanent acquisitions, business 
displacements, noise and vibration impacts, and be in proximity to fewer hazardous materials 
sites compared to Alternatives 1 and 2. Construction of Alternative 3 would affect access to 
fewer community facilities, require fewer construction laydown areas, and would not result in 
exceedances in daily regional emissions compared to Alternatives 1 and 2. Due to the lack of 
connectivity and limited benefits achieved with four stations, Alternative 4 would provide a 
lower level of environmental benefits to the region when compared to the other Build 
Alternatives. Overall, Alternative 3 would generate environmental benefits by providing 
mobility and connectivity to transit-dependent populations in 12 cities throughout the 
corridor, as well as $5.1 million in economic activity annually to the region. As such, 
Alternative 3 is identified as the environmentally superior alternative pursuant to CEQA 
requirements.”   

CC-8-128 The LPA’s grade crossings will require six permanent partial acquisitions within the City of 
Cerritos. These six permanent partial acquisitions will permanently affect approximately 1,100 
square feet across five parcels in the City of Cerritos. Construction of the LPA will require eight 
temporary construction easements, temporarily affecting approximately, 2,000 square feet 
across approximately five parcels in the City of Cerritos. None of the affected parcels 
(permanent or temporary) contains residential uses. Further, permanent and construction 
activities would not displace any businesses or residential uses within the City of Cerritos. As 
concluded in Sections 4.3.3 and 4.19.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR, the LPA will not result in adverse 
effects related to acquisitions and displacements.  

A new discussion on potential impacts to sales tax revenues has been added to Chapter 4, 
Section 4.17.3.2 (Economic and Fiscal Impacts) under the heading “Impacts on Local Tax 
Bases.” As stated therein: 

Sales taxes provide revenues to the general fund for all cities in the Affected Area for 
economics. The LPA will impact local businesses as local traffic patterns change, 
patronage to new stations is introduced, and the off-street and on-street parking 
along the LPA changes. Some businesses may experience a loss in revenue if 
potential customers are discouraged from patronizing the businesses because of 
both real and perceived inconvenience factors, such as roadway modifications or 
delays associated with at-grade crossings. However, motorists will likely adapt to the 
changes in traffic circulation, and transit riders may frequent businesses near the 
station, reducing overall impacts on retail sales to negligible levels. Businesses that 
are destination trips, such as shopping centers or automobile sales, make them 
more resilient to changes in the roadway network. 

Some factors may also positively affect business revenues, including increased 
exposure to customers in and around the station area, higher visibility along the 
light rail alignment, or changes to local and global economic conditions. The LPA 
will also result in additional access to businesses along the corridor to customers 
who do not drive, providing a source of increases retails sales during operations. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-8-129 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA. 

CC-8-130 See responses to comments CC-8-122 and CC-8-123.  

The Draft EIS/EIR provides agencies and the public with detailed information about the 
potential effects of the Project on the environment. The Draft EIS/EIR includes appropriate 
graphics, tables, and figures to help convey the technical detail in a manner that is 
comprehensible for a layperson. To avoid unnecessary repetition, the Draft EIS/EIR’s CEQA 
sections rely on and reference information presented earlier in each section that was originally 
presented in support of the NEPA analysis. The analyses are also based on the more detailed 
technical studies, which are referenced at the beginning of each Draft EIS/EIR section and 
included as appendices to the Draft EIS/EIR.  

CC-8-131 Table 4-7.7 in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies unmitigated and 
mitigated noise levels and identifies if impacts remain after mitigation. The direct effect of 
mitigation is shown in the table. For example, Cluster N71 was predicted to have an 
unmitigated noise level of 60 dBA Ldn and a mitigated noise level of 52 dBA Ldn. The noise level 
reduction associated with mitigation that was calculated for Cluster N71 was 8 dBA, Ldn. The 
table also includes the mitigation measures that have been applied, in this case Mitigation 
Measure NOI-1 Soundwalls. Detailed descriptions of mitigation measures are included in 
Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The information has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR and 
is presented in Chapter 4, Sections 4.7.3.2 and 4.7.4. See also responses to comments CC-8-
42, CC-8-45, CC-8-47, and CC-8-48.  

CC-8-132 See response to comment CC-8-51.  

CC-8-133 There will not be a “yard” at the end of the WSAB alignment in the Cities of Cerritos or Artesia. 
Tail tracks are proposed at the terminus of the alignment at the Pioneer Station. The footnote 
in Section 2.5.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR explained the use of tail tracks as additional track that 
extend beyond the end of the mainline tracks and can be used for temporarily parking, storing, 
or reversing the direction of trains. While the tracks are designed to allow for layover if needed, 
trains would not sit at the end of the line. The tail tracks would be used for trains to turn 
around and reach the other side of the tracks to make the return trip in the other direction. To 
provide a conservative analysis, tail tracks were analyzed as part of the evaluation of the 
Pioneer Station, with an assumption of a gate down time of 45 seconds, a value that is 
consistent with the other terminus station locations in the Metro Rail system. However, typical 
train operations at the Pioneer Station will utilize the front-end cross over north of the station 
platform to change train directions. The usage of the back-end crossovers and tail track 
provides operational flexibility in the event of a service disruption or special service, and is not 
regularly employed during normal operations. 

CC-8-134 Refer to response to comment CC 8-17. 

CC-8-135 Metro received the attached maps of the Cerritos bikeway and Cerritos Center. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

City of Cudahy – CC-1 

Comment ID Response 

CC-1-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-1-3 See response CR-FIN-1. 

CC-1-4 Design of the alignment and stations will be consistent with Metro Rail Design Criteria, or 
equivalent criteria, and Metro's Systemwide Design Standards that are uniformly applied 
across all Metro lines.  

See response CR-EJ-1 regarding the approach and guidance used for the Environmental Justice 
(EJ) analysis and the identification of EJ communities, and response CR-GEN-5 regarding the 
implementation and recommendation of feasible mitigation measures. The Draft EIS/EIR and 
its supporting analysis included evaluation of project effects on land uses, traffic and parking, 
safety and security, neighborhoods and communities, noise, vibration, air quality, and 
acquisitions of both residential and commercial property. Because each of the listed topic 
areas was considered in the analysis, and without specificity of what effects are perceived as 
missing from the analysis, it is not possible to identify what elements the commentor believes 
to be insufficient. 

Metro coordinated extensively with the cities, stakeholders, and general public during 
preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR. Metro understands the importance of this 
Project to the Gateway Cities and will continue to coordinate with the cities, stakeholders, and 
general public throughout the planning process. 

CC-1-5 Responses to comments received from Eco Rapid Transit are included in Appendix D of the 
Final EIS/EIR in the “Improvement Districts and Joint Powers Authorities” grouping of 
submissions. 

CC-1-6 Comments are addressed individually by topic in the responses that follow. 

CC-1-7 See response to comment CC-1-2. Metro is dedicated to expanding the regional transit 
network and providing a project that will establish a reliable transit service and address 
mobility and access constraints faced by transit-dependent communities and EJ communities. 
Service to LA Union Station will be provided through transfer to the A Line, which serves LA 
Union Station. 

CC-1-8 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA. Service to LA Union Station will be 
provided through a single transfer to the A Line, which serves Union Station. 

CC-1-9 The identification of the LPA considered funding availability. 

CC-1-10 Refer to response CR-FIN-1. 

CC-1-11 Refer to the response to comment CC-1-4. 

CC-1-12 Responses to comments received from Eco Rapid Transit are included in Appendix D of the 
Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-13 Not all referenced documents are currently available online. Should a reviewing agency require 
additional supporting information for review, they may contact Metro to obtain copies of 
digitally available documents. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-1-14 Metro provided the SimTraffic output files to the City of Cudahy via email on June 27, 2022. 
These files have been included as an appendix (Appendix A, Attachment 8) to the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR). 

CC-1-15 Blank pages in the Final EIS/EIR have been updated to note “This page intentionally left 
blank.” No change has been made to the Final EIS/EIR supporting documents. 

CC-1-16 Table 5.10 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Transportation Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) has been revised to note that the 
headways are shown in minutes. 

CC-1-17 The reference to Figure 1-2 in Section 1.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) is correct. The 
figure includes a photograph of current conditions at the existing Paramount 
Boulevard/Rosecrans Avenue crossing, which provides an example of one of the common 
configurations of at-grade crossings illustrated in Figure 1-1. 

CC-1-18 Traffic analysis was conducted using Synchro and SimTraffic, the companion simulation tool. 
Section 1.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report has been updated to state that both tools were used. 

SimTraffic allows for the modeling of at-grade crossings and implicitly considers the 
coordination effects of adjacent signals. It is a stochastic (random) process to simulate 
vehicular traffic on the roads, and there are different results with each run. To account for the 
variations, five SimTraffic runs were conducted, and the average of the results was reported. 

The Synchro output files include details for the parameters used in the analysis. Synchro 
default values, which represent common practice, were used in some cases. Consistent values 
for these input parameters were used to allow for a consistent comparison between 
intersections in different jurisdictions and in future years where both field conditions and 
overall traffic conditions (e.g., improved vehicle technology) may change. 

Specific parameters were: 

 Saturation flow rate: 1,900 vehicles/hour/lane 

 Lane width: 12 feet 

 Grade: 0% 

 Storage length (for pockets): field-measured or from 10% engineering plans, from the end 
of the taper length (full width of pocket) to the limit line 

 Link speed: coded directly based on field speed limit 

 Peak hour factor: 0.92 
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CC-1-19 Synchro and SimTraffic are both part of the same software package, but SimTraffic was 
specifically used to evaluate delay. 

The combined Synchro/SimTraffic package was used to evaluate the study intersections, using 
intersection geometry, traffic volumes, train schedules, and signal timing. Synchro was used to 
code the network (including basic details of geometry, volumes, and timing), but was not used 
to conduct level-of-service (LOS) analysis. The companion SimTraffic simulation tool was used 
to assess delay because SimTraffic considers the effects of the at-grade crossings and 
interactions between intersections (signal timing and queuing). 

Train schedules were coded into SimTraffic. To allow for a reasonable and accurate 
representation of the train crossing events for future train operations, a gate down event was 
coded at each train-crossing location every 2.5 minutes. This approach represents a 5-minute 
headway for trains in both directions, consistent with the operating plan described in Chapter 
2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

The SimTraffic model is stochastic (i.e., has random elements), so five separate simulation 
runs were conducted for each scenario, and the average of the five runs was used to report 
results. These procedures are consistent with standard professional practice. Similar analysis 
methodologies have been applied in Metro’s most recent similar environmental study (Metro 
Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 2B) and other transit projects. 

CC-1-20 Figure 2-4 from the Draft EIS/EIR has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR to depict the LPA 
and better distinguish at-grade from aerial segments. Please refer to Figure 2.3 in Chapter 2 of 
the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-21 The comment correctly summarizes information from the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-22 See response to comment CC-1-14 regarding SimTraffic output files. Four of the five 
intersections cited in the comment are currently stop-controlled. As part of Project Measure 
TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter Signals), traffic signals are proposed at three 
intersections (No. 56, 59, and 60). As a result of the signalization, delay will remain similar to 
the No Build Alternative or be reduced, and LOS will be improved. Intersection No. 57 will 
remain a stop-controlled intersection, but delay will be improved due to signalization and 
reduction in delay at nearby intersections (No. 55 and 56). 

CC-1-23 The SimTraffic tool considers the effects of queues on adjacent intersections and the results 
do not show blockage at the Otis Avenue/Elizabeth Street intersection. The Otis 
Avenue/Elizabeth Street intersection will remain unsignalized with implementation of the LPA. 
However, the Project will not preclude signalizing this intersection if the City chooses to add a 
signal in the future.  

CC-1-24 As part of Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue Cutters), the Otis Avenue 
intersections on both side of the tracks at Salt Lake Avenue (East) and Salt Lake Avenue 
(West) will be signalized. Intersection operations to the north, at the Elizabeth Street 
intersection, will improve with implementation of the LPA, and the intersection will remain 
unsignalized. There will be coordination between the two new signalized intersections of Otis 
Avenue at Salt Lake Avenue (East) and Salt Lake Avenue (West) with the use of traffic signal 
and railroad interconnect cabling. The analysis was documented in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.1.2 
of the Draft EIS/EIR and the project measure was described in Section 3.5.1. The Grade 
Crossing Plan for Otis Avenue (drawing number CS-202) in Appendix B of the Draft and Final 
EIS/EIR shows the signal design at both intersections. The Project will not preclude 
signalization at the Otis Avenue/Elizabeth Street intersection if the City chooses to construct a 
signal in the future. 

CC-1-25 See response to comment CC-1-24. 
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CC-1-26 See response to comment CC-1-24. 

CC-1-27 As part of Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter Signals), the Santa Ana 
Street intersections on both sides of the tracks at Salt Lake Avenue (East) and Salt Lake 
Avenue (West) will be signalized. There will be coordination between the two (new) signalized 
intersections at Salt Lake Avenue (East) and Salt Lake Avenue (West) with the typical traffic 
signal and railroad interconnect cabling. The analysis was documented in the Chapter 3, 
Section 3.4.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and the project measure was described in Section 3.5.1. 
The Grade Crossing Plan for Santa Ana Street (drawing number CS-203) in Appendix B of the 
Draft and Final EIS/EIR shows the signal design at both intersections. 

CC-1-28 See the response to comment CC-1-27. 

CC-1-29 Implementation of the LPA will require removal of one on-street parking space on Ardine 
Street. There will be no other permanent loss of on-street parking in the City of Cudahy. Table 
5-16 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis 
Report has been updated to include the loss of this parking space. As noted in the analysis, it 
is anticipated that parking demand will be accommodated despite the loss of parking with 
minimal circulation, and there will not be adverse effects. 

See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover impact analysis. Mitigation Measure TRA-21 
(Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) from the Draft EIS/EIR requires Metro to 
complete surveys within 0.5 mile of all WSAB stations prior to and after project opening. 
Metro will coordinate with the City as applicable based on the results of those surveys 
(Mitigation Measure TRA-21 is referred to as TRA-19 in the Final EIS/EIR). 

CC-1-30 Where the Project will result in a loss of off-street parking, sufficient parking will remain such 
that the properties will remain in compliance with the applicable parking codes. Therefore, 
adverse impacts were not identified as a result of the loss of off-street parking in Huntington 
Park. 

CC-1-31 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover impact analysis. Mitigation Measure TRA-21 
(Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) and TRA-22 (Parking Mitigation Program 
[Permanent]) are applicable to the entire project alignment, including at the Florence/Salt Lake 
Station 

Mitigation Measure TRA-21 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) requires Metro to 
complete surveys within one-half mile of each station to compare parking availability six 
months prior to the start of service to the availability six months following the start of service. 
Metro will coordinate with the City as applicable based on the results of those surveys 
(Mitigation Measure TRA-21 is referred to as TRA-19 in the Final EIS/EIR). 

CC-1-32 Updated information on construction timeframes is included in the Final EIS/EIR (Chapter 4, 
Section 4.19 and Chapter 3, Section 3.7); specific information on timing will be determined by 
the construction contractor(s) prior to the start of construction. Impacts will comply with the 
Final EIS/EIR. As stated in Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Transportation Management Plan 
[TMP]), the TMP will be developed by Metro and coordinated with local jurisdictions. TMPs 
are a proven strategy for minimizing potential transportation impacts through and around 
construction zones during construction (Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-20 is referred 
to as Mitigation Measure TRA-18 in the Final EIS/EIR). 

CC-1-33 Chapter 4, Section 4.7.1 in the Final EIS/EIR has been revised to clarify that the clusters are 
shown in Figures 4.7-5 through 4.7-12. Figures 4.7-5 through 4.7-12 in the Final EIS/EIR have 
also been updated to show boundaries for all cities and unincorporated areas. Corresponding 
edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and 
Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). 
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CC-1-34 The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR) includes details of the noise analysis, 
including for clusters where noise impacts would not occur. Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4 of the 
Draft and Final EIS/EIR only shows locations where mitigation was required and if impacts 
remained after mitigation. No noise impacts were identified for the clusters in Cudahy and, 
therefore, they are not listed in Table 4.7.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-35 Section 4.7.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies remaining impacts after implementation of all 
mitigation measures, including soundwalls. A description of soundwall noise reduction, 
variables, and calculation methodologies is included in Section 1.6.1.15 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Additional detail regarding how soundwalls work has been 
added to Section 1.6.15 of the report. A diagram depicting the necessary inputs for noise 
reduction for various distances and heights is also included. Noise barriers can be made of 
any outdoor weather-resistant solid material that meets the minimum sound transmission 
loss required by the Project. Materials that are commonly used for noise barriers include 16-
gauge steel, 1-inch-thick plywood, and any reasonable thickness of concrete. Metro noise 
barriers are typically constructed of masonry block walls, solid plastic panels, or a combination 
of the two depending on design considerations. The final material is not available at this time 
and will be considered during final design. 

CC-1-36 The noise analysis in the Draft and Final EIS/EIR follows the Detailed Noise Analysis 
Procedure per the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Transit Noise and Vibration Impact 
Assessment Manual, 2018. The Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure considers LRT sources of 
noise (LRT pass-by noise, traction power substation (TPSS) noise, special trackwork, and 
crossing signals) and mitigation measures such as soundwalls. Neither the procedure, nor the 
FTA Manual as a whole, includes methodology related to implementing a calculation for 
reflected noise. The assessment of soundwall effectiveness takes into consideration the height 
of the receptors, height of the soundwalls, and the distance of the receptor from the source 
and soundwall. The noise analysis was reviewed by FTA and found to be consistent with the 
analysis procedures to assess transit noise. The FTA Detailed Noise Analysis Procedure 
includes a built-in assumption for reflection that occurs as a result of different surfaces the 
soundwaves travel across, including noise barriers. The barrier noise reduction calculation was 
completed using the non-absorptive (reflective) formula that considers the reflective 
properties of noise barriers. 
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CC-1-37 Feasible and appropriate mitigation measures have been applied where impacts were 
identified, as described in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. These mitigation 
measures include soundwalls, low impact frogs to reduce crossover noise, and TPSS noise 
reduction measures. Soundwalls intended to minimize impacts at sensitive receptors within 
the City of Cudahy were found to be feasible. However, to maintain roadway access, 
soundwalls cannot continue through intersections, which will leave a gap in the wall. 
Soundwalls work by blocking the path of noise from source to receptor and gaps reduce their 
effectiveness. This condition occurs at the Santa Ana Street crossing within the City of Cudahy. 
Mitigation Measures NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop 
Variance) were recommended to further reduce noise at grade crossings in the Draft EIS/EIR 
but require California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) approval. The two mitigation 
measures were not included as part of the mitigated analysis in case they were not approved. 
NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) and NOI-5 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) have now 
been incorporated as Project Measures NOI-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI-2 (Gate-Down-
Bell-Stop Variance) within the Final EIS/EIR and their associated reductions are included in the 
analysis based on Metro’s experience implementing these measures on other projects and in 
coordination with CPUC subsequent to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Project Measures NOI 
PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) remain subject to 
CPUC approval. 
Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reduction measures. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
incorporates additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible 
additional noise reductions. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  
The FTA noise impact criteria are exterior noise standards and window or sound insulation or 
curtains would not reduce exterior noise levels. Window insulation is also ineffective when 
windows are opened, which allows noise to enter the residence. Buildings also have varying 
noise reduction effects dependent on the construction of the building. Insulation of windows 
may not result in adequate noise reduction if other house components, such as unsealed 
doors and walls, do not provide adequate noise insulation. Noise mitigation is most effective 
when applied at the source because it limits the noise before it gets to the sensitive receiver 
and has less variability in effectiveness. Mitigation Measures NOI-1 (Soundwalls), NOI-2 (Low 
Impact Frogs), and NOI-3 (Wheel Squeal Noise Monitoring) and Project Measures NOI PM-1 
(Crossing Signal Bells) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) will be implemented to 
reduce noise from the light rail vehicle. Other measures such as resilient or damped wheels 
only provide minor reductions in noise and are intended for reduction of noise at sharp 
curves. Preventative maintenance, which is a recommended measure from FTA, is not a 
quantifiable reduction but is a Metro standard practice. Quiet Zones are designed to reduce 
noise from freight or commuter rail systems that have specific horn sounding requirements in 
excess of 100 dBA. 

CC-1-38 The noise impact assessment methodology outlined in the FTA Transit Noise and Vibration 
Impact Assessment Manual does not recommend presentation of noise contours for noise 
impacts of light rail transit (LRT) projects. The noise analysis includes detailed noise levels at 
identified sensitive receptors, their potential to experience noise impacts, mitigation 
reductions, and identification of residual impacts. Existing ambient noise levels were 
measured at sensitive receptors, which includes noise generated by existing roadways. 

See response CR-NOI-1 regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed 
mitigation measures to reduce noise levels during operational activities. 
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CC-1-39 The Project is an LRT project and will use LRT vehicles consistent with those used elsewhere in 
the Metro system. Metro selects wheels that are compatible with its vehicle fleet and provide 
low-maintenance reliable service. Metro LRT vehicles are equipped with resilient wheels 
instead of solid steel wheels, such as those used on freight rail systems. There are several 
different types of resilient wheels used on light rail vehicles; the most common resilient wheels 
have small rubber blocks that separate the wheel tread from the hub, thereby substantially 
reducing the occurrence and amplitude of wheel squeal. Metro’s LRT wheels are low-noise 
when maintained within tolerances and operate on well-maintained track designed with long-
radius curves. Metro conducts regular maintenance of both LRT vehicle wheels and tracks, 
which limits the potential for increased noise related to poorly maintained systems. Curves 
with a radius of less than 600 feet could result in generation of wheel squeal by the LRT 
vehicles. There are no curves within the City of Cudahy that will increase the incidence of wheel 
squeal. Curves where wheel squeal may occur are noted in the table included in Mitigation 
Measure NOI-3 in Section 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-1-40 Additional detail regarding low-impact frogs and ballast mats was added to Section 4.7.4.2 of 
the Final EIS/EIR. Rail switches (where two sets of track connect) generate increased noise 
and vibration levels when trains cross over the gaps between the tracks, creating a “clickity-
clack” sound. Low-impact frogs are crossovers with a spring-loaded or moveable mechanism 
that closes the gap between rails at the crossover thereby reducing the noise and vibrations 
caused by trains passing over gaps in the rails. A ballast mat consists of a rubber or other type 
of elastomer pad that is placed under the ballast, providing a cushioning layer that helps 
isolate the track structure from the ground below. Ballast mats are typically made from 
materials with damping properties, meaning they can absorb and dissipate the vibration 
energy generated by the passage of trains, thereby reducing the magnitude of vibrations that 
travel through the ground. 

CC-1-41 Instances of “would” have been updated to “will” for mitigation measures in Section 4.7.4 of 
the Final EIS/EIR. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the 
Draft EIS/EIR). It is common for a Draft EIS/EIR to use conditional wording (i.e., “would”), 
particularly when there are multiple alignments under consideration and a mitigation measure 
may not apply to the alternative that advances as the LPA. 
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CC-1-42 Soundwalls will follow the Metro Rail Design Criteria or equivalent criteria, which require the 
use of landscaping for soundwalls and retaining walls, as appropriate. These features were 
identified for graffiti management, but also soften the view and enhance the aesthetics of 
these walls. Soundwalls will also follow the WSAB Urban Design Guide, which will incorporate 
landscaping on or along retaining walls and soundwalls that includes vines or a landscape 
buffer where there is adequate space to improve the aesthetic quality of the transit 
environment.  

Salt Lake Avenue between Walnut Street and Olive Street is within the Residential Landscape 
Unit. Although residents along Salt Lake Avenue between Walnut Street and Olive Street 
currently have views of the residences across the street and rail right-of-way (ROW), these 
visual elements are not scenic resources. As stated in Table 4.4.6 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 
of the Draft EIS/EIR, the soundwalls are not within the viewshed of scenic resources. Existing 
walls along the perimeter of the residential properties range from approximately 3 to 6 feet in 
height. Additionally, the one-story residential structures are approximately 15 to 25 feet in 
height. The proposed 8-foot-tall soundwalls will be consistent with the height of these 
structures (e.g., existing walls and residential buildings). Therefore, the soundwalls will not 
degrade the overall visual character and quality of the Affected Area. 

Figure 4.4-6 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR depicts the change in visual 
character and quality of the Affected Area on Salt Lake Avenue at the Huntington Park 
Community Center. In this area, a retaining wall with fencing on top will be placed on the west 
side of the La Habra Branch ROW. As further discussed in greater detail in Section 5.2.3 for 
corresponding Figure 5-4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and 
Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix I of the Draft EIS/EIR), “A soundwall, 
which is not visible in the rendering, will be placed along the east side of the rail ROW 
immediately next to the walls of the adjacent residential properties.” In this rendering, the 
soundwall is not visible because it is situated behind the retaining wall with fencing on top. 
Where residential properties are situated on both sides of the La Habra Branch ROW between 
Live Oak Street and Olive Street, 8-foot-tall soundwalls will be situated on the northeast side of 
the La Habra Branch ROW and a combination of retaining walls and soundwalls will be 
situated on the southwest side of the La Habra Branch ROW.  

Opportunities for artworks will be assessed as part of the overall project art program. Metro 
will work with local community arts and culture representatives throughout the 
implementation of the project art program. An art review panel, which will include arts 
professionals connected to the project corridor communities, will make recommendations for 
the commission of artists.  

CC-1-43 Within the Cities of Huntington Park and Cudahy, soundwalls will be constructed of material 
that does not cast glare. Although the top of the LRT vehicles will be visible above the 
soundwalls, the materials used for the LRT vehicles also will not cast glare. The LPA will follow 
Metro Rail Design Criteria, which requires light and glare to be directed away from adjacent 
properties. Directional shielding will be used, where needed, to avoid the intrusion of 
unwanted light and glare into adjacent sensitive land uses, such as residences. All surfaces of 
station materials will minimize glare and heat gain, and overly reflective/mirror-like surfaces 
will be avoided to minimize specular reflection. 

Additional clarifying analysis regarding light and glare has been added to Chapter 4, Section 
4.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and to Section 5.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report. 

CC-1-44 Please refer to the responses to the individual comments from the city. 
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City of Downey – CC-4 

Comment ID Response 

CC-4-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-4-2 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover parking analysis. 

CC-4-3 See response to comment CC-4-2. The spillover parking analysis has been updated in the Final 
EIS/EIR to include stations that do not provide transit parking, including the Gardendale 
Station, to determine corridor-wide demand. Table 3.20 in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4 of the Final 
EIS/EIR notes that the projected 2042 transit parking demand at the Gardendale Station is 200 
spaces. However, when transit parking is restricted to the five stations with transit parking, a 
surplus of 50 parking spaces was projected, and overall parking demand throughout the 
corridor decreases by approximately 60. The two forecasts show that there will be adjustments 
to demand if passengers seeking to park at stations encounter limitations of supply. At 
stations where transit parking is not provided, it is anticipated that demand will shift to the 
stations with transit parking or drivers will find another way to access the station. The 
Firestone Station and I-105/C Line Station, nearest to the Gardendale Station, are projected to 
have excess parking supply. 

CC-4-4 See response to comments CC-4-2 and CC-4-3. 

CC-4-5 See response to comments CC-4-2 and CC-4-3. 

Mitigation Measure TRA-21 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) is referred to as 
TRA-19 in the Final EIS/EIR. Mitigation Measure TRA-19 is not a deferral of analysis or 
mitigation. The Project is anticipated to begin revenue service in 2035. Determining impacts 
that may occur from spillover parking when the Project begins revenue service would be 
speculative as parking supply and/or demand could change compared to existing conditions. 
To account for this uncertainty, Mitigation Measure TRA-19 commits Metro to studying actual 
conditions after the Project opens, comparing the results to conditions six months prior to the 
Project opening, and working with the cities to identify measures to address spillover parking 
if it occurs. The measure applies to 0.5 mile around all stations, even those without proposed 
transit parking.  

It should also be noted that the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National 
Environmental Policy Act do not require an analysis of or mitigation measures for parking 
shortages; an environmental document is only required to address parking shortages to the 
extent the shortage has secondary impacts on the environment (see Save Our Access–San 
Gabriel Mountains v. Watershed Conservation Authority (2021) 68 Cal.App.5th 8.). No such 
secondary impacts have been identified. 
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CC-4-6 Table 3.8 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR summarizes on-street parking surrounding the 
project stations. The parking survey area of 116 acres around the Gardendale Station reflects 
the area that was surveyed, not the land available for parking. The Affected Area for parking is 
0.25 mile around each station, along streets immediately adjacent to the alignment and other 
project features, and off-street parking lots where permanent easements or acquisitions are 
required for the Project. As noted in Table 3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, in some cases a smaller or 
larger area was surveyed to determine parking supply and utilization based on existing 
characteristics and constraints that could influence the distance an individual may walk from a 
parking space. The visual survey map is included in Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D to 
the Draft EIS/EIR). 

Observations of parking around the proposed Gardendale Station were made between 
9:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Friday, September 15, 2017. Table 3.8 in Chapter 3 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR identifies parking by location (side street) and notes if there are parking restrictions. 
Updated parking surveys were conducted on select streets near the Gardendale Station (i.e., 
Gardendale Street, Monroe Avenue, Taft Avenue, Center Street, Industrial Avenue, and 
McKinley Avenue) on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, between 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. Table 4.46 
identifies parking by location (side street) and notes if there are parking restrictions. The 
parking identified is located in publicly accessible locations.  

CC-4-7 See responses to comments CC-4-2 and CC-4-3. 

CC-4-8 Intersection No. 69 (Gardendale and Dakota) was included in the graphic for context. As 
shown in Table 3.14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, this intersection will operate at level-of-
service (LOS) A, and mitigation is not required. These results are also applicable to the Locally 
Preferred Alternative (LPA), which was identified in the Draft EIS/EIR as Alternative 3. 

This intersection is modified under Project Measure TR PM-6 (Dakota Avenue Street 
Conversion) to accommodate the LRT tracks, which will convert Dakota Avenue to one way 
(northbound will be eliminated), and only right-in access will be allowed. Further mitigation, 
beyond the project measure, is not required for that intersection because it will operate at 
LOS A. 

Text in Chapter 3, Table 3.26 of the Final EIS/EIR and in Chapter 8, Table 8.13 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report has been 
modified to indicate that Mitigation Measures TRA-12 (Gardendale Street/ Center Street) and 
TRA-13 (Gardendale Street/ Industrial Avenue) (referred to as TRA-13 and TRA-14 in the Draft 
EIS/EIR; the text of the mitigation measures remain unchanged) are subject to the approval of 
City of Downey and City of South Gate. 

CC-4-9 As a result of modifications to the LPA, the parking loss at this location has been avoided, and 
parking will not be removed at the Los Angeles County Agriculture building. This table, now 
Table 3.19 of the Final EIS/EIR, reflects that off-street parking loss will not occur within the City 
of Downey.  

However, the LPA will require the loss of on-street parking along Gardendale Street between 
Garfield Avenue and Arizona Avenue. Table 3.18, of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to 
reflect this parking removal. At this location, the overall parking supply will not decrease below 
the observed demand, and impacts will not be adverse. 
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CC-4-10 The LPA will include modifications to provide safe and ADA accessible access for pedestrians 
and bicyclists at stations. Additionally, the LPA will include new pedestrian connectivity to 
access stations. At the Gardendale Station, a new pedestrian walkway will connect to the 
sidewalk on the north side of Gardendale Street providing a safe path of travel. As a parking 
facility is not proposed at this station, new vehicle access is not provided; therefore, unsafe 
vehicle exits will not be introduced. Parking demand in this station vicinity will be 
accommodated at the nearby Firestone Station or I-105 C/Line Station, which have parking 
facilities and designated vehicle access. 

Specific lighting plans are not included as part of the Advanced Conceptual Engineering 
design plans. As the design progresses, Metro will follow Metro guidelines on lighting in the 
Metro Rail Design Criteria (MRDC), such as: 

 Be functional, yet complementary to other aesthetic features in the space that provide an 
atmosphere of relative comfort, pleasantness, and cleanliness of surroundings, and a sense 
of personal safety and security. Lighting for passenger stations should be bright and 
cheerful. 

 Provide adequate lighting levels rated for continuous operation, contrast ratios and other 
visibility attributes necessary to stimulate productivity, facilitate the use of facilities by 
patrons or the successful completion of tasks in a timely yet safe manner, and maintain 
appropriate surveillance levels under all ambient light conditions. 

 Specific illumination levels will adhere to Section 7.3 of the MRDC Chapter 7 – Electrical. 

Metro has illuminance requirement levels within the MRDC. These numbers can be adjusted 
in conjunction with additional City requirements as coordination continues per an executed 
Master Cooperative Agreement. 

CC-4-11 Chapter 3, Section 3.7 and Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Final EIS/EIR include updated 
construction information for the LPA. While the Draft and Final EIS/EIR provide general 
construction durations based on Project goals and milestones, it is not possible at this phase 
of the Project’s planning process to develop a detailed construction schedule. The specific 
construction schedule will be informed by such factors as the availability of the construction 
contractor(s) workforce, equipment and materials, value engineering, and stakeholder 
coordination. Specific information on timing will be determined by Metro and the construction 
contractor(s) prior to the start of construction, taking into account these and other related 
factors. Work will be in compliance with the Final EIS/EIR. 

Many of the project measures and mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR are applicable to 
the LPA during construction and are not necessarily location specific. However, the Draft 
EIS/EIR concluded that for Alternative 3, adverse and unmitigated impacts could still occur for 
certain topics, including traffic and noise during construction. 

During construction of the LPA, Metro and the construction contractor will coordinate with 
applicable jurisdictional agencies. The development of the Transportation Management Plan 
(TMP) as part of Mitigation Measure TRA-18 (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-20 in the 
Draft EIS/EIR) will begin as design advances and prior to the start of construction, with input 
from the jurisdictional agencies. The plan will be implemented during construction. TMPs are 
a proven strategy for minimizing potential transportation impacts through and around 
construction zones during construction.   
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-4-12 The particulate matter emissions discussed in the Draft EIS/EIR included vehicle exhaust 
emissions, brake wear emissions, tire wear emissions, and resuspended road dust emissions. 
The average vehicle exhaust emissions will decrease in the future as the fleet turns over to 
newer vehicles meeting more stringent emissions standards. The brake wear, tire wear, and 
resuspended dust emissions do not decrease in future years on an average per-vehicle basis, 
and collectively those emissions make up over 95 percent of the particulate matter emissions 
from on-road regional vehicle miles traveled (VMT) presented in the Draft EIS/EIR. Therefore, 
the increase in regional VMT produces a proportionate increase in emissions of these dust 
sources that more than offsets the decrease in exhaust emissions from improved fuel 
efficiency and emissions standards. 

Indirect air pollutant emissions associated with electric-generating facility operations are not 
included in the air quality analysis for the Project because those emissions are regulated 
through permitting programs administered by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD) or another appropriate permitting agency outside of the SCAQMD 
boundary. Emissions from permitted facilities have been accounted for in regional and 
statewide emissions inventories, and the Project will not require the expansion of existing 
production levels to meet demand. This approach is consistent with SCAQMD CEQA 
methodology for analyzing criteria pollutant emissions because emissions from power plants 
are subject to local, state, and federal control measures that are assumed to implement the 
maximum feasible level of mitigation for stack emissions. 

However, because of the global effect of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, it is customary to 
account for all direct and indirect sources of emissions for the GHG emissions assessment; 
therefore, the off-site electricity generation emissions required to power the stations, parking 
facilities, and light rail propulsion are included in the GHG emissions analysis. In accordance 
with the California Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) program requirements codified in 
Senate Bill 100, electricity delivered to the LPA facilities will be derived from a minimum of 60 
percent renewable resources by 2030, 95 percent carbon-free resources by 2040, and 100 
percent carbon-free resources by 2045. As of 2021, Southern California Edison’s (SCE) 
delivered electricity supply comprised 31 percent from eligible renewables, and its RPS 
procurement was approximately 36 percent. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-4-13 The Draft EIS/EIR accounted for indirect GHG emissions resulting from electricity generated 
to power the light rail vehicles. As noted in the GHG emissions analysis, Metro has prepared 
studies and emission inventories that quantify the amount of electricity needed to power a 
light rail line based on revenue miles traveled for the line. Table 4.12.4 in the Energy section of 
the Draft EIS/EIR included estimates of total operational energy demand for operation of each 
LRT alignment under each alternative evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Annual Metro rail revenue miles traveled, and the associated electricity consumption, were 
used to estimate an average per-revenue-mile consumption factor for Metro rail propulsion in 
the analysis. Table 4.6.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR presents the annual LRT revenue miles that 
would occur with implementation of the Build Alternatives. The GHG emissions analysis 
focused on estimated GHG emissions, which are the relevant measure in the GHG reduction 
consideration. The calculated electrical consumption factor was provided in the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix K to the Draft EIS/EIR). Underlying calculations determined that LRT corridor 
operations would produce 6.75 pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents (6.75 lbCO2e) per LRT 
mile traveled. 

Electricity to power the LRT alignment and stations would be provided through the electrical 
grid infrastructure, which is maintained by SCE and the Los Angeles Department of Water & 
Power (LADWP) in the project area. Under state law, both SCE and LADWP are required to 
expand their electricity supply derived from renewable resources to meet 60 percent of 
demand by 2030 and 100 percent of demand by 2045. Both SCE and LADWP have met or 
exceeded every renewable portfolio target promulgated at the State level to date. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-4-14 The noise analysis was conducted consistent with Federal Transit Administration guidelines, 
which include grouping similar sensitive receivers (such as a group of single-family 
residences) into clusters. The results of the analysis are representative of what will be 
experienced by the individuals within the cluster. 

Figures 4.7-5 through Figure 4.7-11 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identify locations of 
LRT noise impacts remaining after mitigation and soundwall locations. Figures 4.7-12 and 
Figure 4.7-13 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified freight noise impacts after 
mitigation. Additional figures are included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). These 
figures have been refined in the Final EIS/EIR to reflect project refinements for the LPA and 
continued mitigation design. 

Mitigation Measure NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) was recommended for at-grade 
crossings with residual impacts in the Draft EIS/EIR. Conservatively, the associated reduction 
was not accounted for in the analysis as this mitigation measure requires additional approval 
before being implemented. Based on Metro’s experience successfully implementing bell 
shrouds on other transit lines and coordination with CPUC subsequent to circulation of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) has now been incorporated as a project 
feature (NOI PM-1) within the Final EIS/EIR and the associated reduction is included in the 
analysis. Field testing of bell shrouds implemented on existing Metro LRT systems has shown 
bell shrouds are effective at keeping crossing signal noise at the at-grade crossing. Project 
Measures NOI PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) remains subject to CPUC approval. 

As shown in Chapter 2, Table 2.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, headways along the WSAB alignment 
will be reduced late at night and in the early morning periods resulting in reduced occurrences 
of crossing signal noise. Sensitive receptors located approximately 650 feet away are outside 
the screening distance of 350 feet for consideration in the operational noise analysis as they 
will not be exposed to excessive noise levels compared to residences located in closer 
proximity. 

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reduction measures. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
incorporates additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible 
additional noise reductions. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  

CC-4-15 Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 and Section 5.2.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Safety and Security Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix F of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) have been updated to include evidence-based data supporting the design features.  

As shown in sheet CS-208 of the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 2 and 
sheet A12-001 of the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 5 (Appendix B of the 
Draft EIS/EIR), Metro will implement safety features such as crossing gates, pedestrian 
crossing gates, signage, bicycle lane, raised median, and high-visibility crosswalks. Several of 
these features are identified by the Federal Highway Administration as “Proven Safety 
Countermeasures” such as the following: 

 Medians and pedestrian refuge islands (56 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes) 

 High-visibility crosswalks (40 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes) 

See response to comment CC-4-10 regarding First/Last Mile planning efforts. 

See response CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and enforcement. Security on the WSAB 
line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s law enforcement and its contractors. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-4-16 Section 1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an overall description of the 98-square-mile WSAB 
corridor Study Area that extends over 20 miles from downtown Los Angeles to the City of 
Artesia. The narrative in Section 1.3.2 provides a general summary of the types of activity sites 
within the Study Area, including employment centers. Additional detail, where applicable, is 
provided within the analysis of each environmental topic included in Chapter 4 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Please refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR for the description of land 
uses in the City of Downey and a discussion of consistency with Downey Vision 2025 to 
promote commercial uses. Section 4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR further characterizes the 
demographics of the City of Downey. 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

City of Huntington Park – CC-10 

Comment ID Response 

CC-10-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-10-2 In response to this comment and coordination with the City of Huntington Park after 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, additional parking surveys were conducted on several streets 
in the City of Huntington Park during non-holiday weekdays in March and May 2023 on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., 10:00 
a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the loss of off-street parking in 
the City of Huntington Park will not cause the locations to fall below parking code 
requirements, and adverse parking impacts are not anticipated. Metro will provide 
compensation as required under the Uniform Act at properties where the Project will require a 
permanent property acquisition that will result in the removal of off-street parking.  

The evaluation of on-street parking has been updated since the Draft EIS/EIR, with updated 
analysis presented in Section 5.4.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) and 
summarized in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Within the City of Huntington 
Park, the loss of on-street parking will result in the parking supply to decrease below the 
observed utilization along segments of Randolph Street, Albany Street, Seville Avenue, and 
Gage Avenue. However, given the capacity on adjacent streets, it is anticipated that parking 
demand will be accommodated despite the loss of parking with minimal circulation and there 
will not be adverse effects. While adverse effects are not anticipated, Mitigation Measure TRA-
20 (Parking Mitigation Program [Permanent]) (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-22 in the 
Draft EIS/EIR) will be implemented at locations where implementation of the Locally Preferred 
Alternative (LPA) results in a permanent, physical loss of on-street parking.  

CC-10-3 See response to comment CC-10-2. 

CC-10-4 Metro will coordinate with city staff per an executed Master Cooperative Agreement. The 
Master Cooperative Agreement will provide the City of Huntington Park with the opportunity 
to review design packages and provide comments. Additionally, Metro has, and continues to, 
coordinate with the City of Huntington Park as it relates to project design. 

CC-10-5 See response to comment CC-10-2. 

CC-10-6 As a result of refinements to the LPA after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the parking loss at 
this location has been avoided, and parking will not be removed at the southwest corner of 
State Street/Randolph Street. Table 3-19 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to remove the 
loss of parking in this location.  

CC-10-7 As a result of refinements to the LPA after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the parking loss at 
this location has been avoided, and parking will not be removed at San Antonio Elementary 
School. Table 3.19 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated.  

CC-10-8 The Draft EIS/EIR identified an acquisition on a parcel located at 1920 Randolph Street (APN: 
6009-034-008) to support a traction power substation (TPSS) site option. The Draft EIS/EIR 
included options for various TPSSs, therefore, not all TPSS site locations identified in the Draft 
EIS/EIR will be required. In response to this comment and coordination with the City of 
Huntington Park after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the TPSS site option proposed at 1920 
Randolph Street in the Draft EIS/EIR is no longer under consideration. As a result of other 
design refinements, a permanent partial acquisition will be required on parcel APN: 6009-034-
008, limited to the southeast corner for an at-grade crossing and a temporary acquisition for a 
temporary construction easement (TCE). 
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West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-10-9 The parcel APN: 6310-025-042, located on the northwest corner of State/Randolph Street, was 
identified in the Draft EIS/EIR to support a TPSS (permanent acquisition) and potentially a 
construction laydown area (temporary acquisition). In response to this comment and 
coordination with the City of Huntington Park after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the TPSS 
site and construction laydown area previously proposed at this location is no longer under 
consideration. 

A permanent partial acquisition will be required on the parcel APN: 6310-025-042 to 
accommodate an at-grade crossing and a temporary acquisition for a TCE, but effects to the 
parcel have been reduced as a result of coordination with the City. 

CC-10-10 After coordination with the City of Huntington Park following circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
street and sidewalk design has been modified in this area to avoid encroaching on the water 
well located on the property. The parcel will still be affected by reconstruction of the curb and 
sidewalk, but the water well will not be disturbed. 

CC-10-11 Refer to the response to comment CC-10-4. 

CC-10-12 See response to comment CC-10-2. 

CC-10-13 Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, and Section 6.1.2 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Biological Resources Impact Analysis Report have been 
updated to include a new project measure related to the LA Metro Tree Policy, which 
addresses trees affected by construction of Metro projects. Under Project Measure BIO PM-3 
(Metro Tree Policy), the Project will adhere to the Metro Tree Policy, adopted on October 27, 
2022, by the Metro Board of Directors. The policy requires the preparation of a tree protection 
plan identifying tree protection zones for trees designated for retention. Where tree removal is 
required, project design will include an approach that either replaces removed trees at a ratio 
of 2:1 ratio or replaces in-kind with trees that are a minimum size of 36-inch standard box (i.e., 
young trees with a large root ball). Metro will consult with the City of Huntington Park, in 
addition to community stakeholders, prior to selecting the appropriate location for planting 
replacement trees. This measure is included in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measure BIO-4 
(Protected Trees) requires compliance with applicable local tree protection regulations. 
Permits will be obtained for the removal of trees defined by Section 7-5.201 of the City of 
Huntington Park Municipal Code as City trees prior to their removal. Section 7-5.204 states 
that the Director of Field Services “shall have further authority to impose any conditions on 
the approval of such permits as are deemed necessary by the Director to fulfill the purpose 
and intent of this chapter.” Replacement for removed City trees will be addressed as a 
condition of approval on these permits.  

CC-10-14 Chapter 4, Section 4.11.1.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR summarizes the federal, state, and local 
regulations applicable to water resources, including compliance with the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) 
permits during construction and operation of the Project. Section 4.11.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
lists project design features that will be incorporated into the Project for compliance with 
applicable permits, including LID design standards such as infiltration and biofiltration 
stormwater treatment controls. With implementation of the design features described in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in adverse effects to 
water quality; therefore, mitigation is not required. Specific stormwater treatment controls will 
be determined during the final design phase. 
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-10-15 As shown on sheets A11-001, A13-001, A14-001, A15-001, and A16-001 of the Final Advanced 
Conceptual Alignment Design Part 5 (Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR), the design plans for 
stations with parking facilities identify accessible paths of travel to station entrances. These 
accessible paths of travel are along sidewalks and generally avoid vehicle conflicts. In cases 
when the accessible paths of travel cross a street, there will be high visibility crosswalks and 
traffic-controlled devices to provide safe passage when pedestrians cross the street and reduce 
the potential for vehicle/pedestrian conflicts.  

Per Section 7 of the Metro Rail Design Criteria, signage and wayfinding will be provided in the 
parking facilities and stations with the following purposes:  

 To guide passengers through the system in the most efficient and least complicated 
manner 

 To provide orientation and information required by the passenger to aid directional 
decision-making 

 To provide a safe trip for passengers and to warn of potential system hazards 

Metro will coordinate with city staff as part of the First/Last Mile (FLM) efforts and per an 
executed Master Cooperative Agreement. 

CC-10-16 At a meeting held on April 28, 2022, the city clarified that the comment should have stated 
"Obtain approval from Huntington Park…" 

See response CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and enforcement. Security on the WSAB 
line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s law enforcement and its contractors. 

As indicated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 under the subheading “Emergency Response 
Services” in the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will coordinate with involved fire and police departments 
to address fire/life safety and security for the proposed alignment, parking facilities, and 
station areas within their respective jurisdictions. A comprehensive Emergency Preparedness 
Plan (EPP) that can be integrated with emergency service providers, local jurisdictional 
emergency response plans, and Metro’s existing emergency procedures will be developed for 
operation of the Project, as required by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). Metro, in 
coordination with local jurisdictions, will develop traffic management plans to reduce delays in 
response times for emergency service providers. Gate operations at at-grade crossings will be 
configured per California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) standards as part of the Project 
and the traffic mitigation measures. 

CC-10-17 The two light rail stations along Randolph Street will be designed to include security features 
such as lighting, surveillance, CCTV, access control, and emergency call boxes to reduce the 
potential for crime, and stations will be consistent with Metro’s Systemwide Station Design 
Standards, which include safety and security guidance. See response to CR-SAF-1 for 
additional safety and security features that will be implemented as part of the Project.  

Modifications to the street configuration along Randolph Street will not introduce security 
impacts. The Project will include safety features such as crossing gates, pedestrian crossing 
gates, high-visibility crosswalks, and signage, as shown on sheets CS-101 to CS-105 from the 
West Santa Ana Branch Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 2 (Appendix B to 
the Draft EIS/EIR). Sheets CS-101 to CS-106 in Appendix B to the Final EIS/EIR show these 
safety features along Randolph Street. 

As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.2.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will prepare “a 
comprehensive EPP that can be integrated with emergency service providers, local 
jurisdictional emergency response plans, and Metro’s existing emergency procedures” for 
operation of the Project.  

Based on this information, there were no updates to the analysis presented in the Draft 
EIS/EIR in response to the comment. 
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-10-18 See response CR-SAF-3 regarding Metro’s policing services of Metro-owned property.  

911 centers across Los Angeles County are equipped with the capability of transferring calls for 
service through different jurisdictions to ensure the appropriate law enforcement agency 
responds to the call in a timely manner; this also applies to the transit system.  

As stated in response to comment CC-10-17, Metro will prepare a comprehensive EPP. In 
addition, prior to any new line entering revenue service, Metro Emergency Management is 
required to conduct familiarization training with local public safety agencies to ensure 
appropriate response to any emergency situation. 

CC-10-19 See response to comment CC-10-2.  

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.16.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, removal of the parking 
adjacent to Salt Lake Park was not found to result in an adverse effect related to parking or use 
of Salt Lake Park in the Draft EIS/EIR because other parking will remain available and the 
general function of Salt Lake Park will not be affected.  

CC-10-20 See response to comment CC-10-2. Adverse effects related to on-street and off-street parking 
were not identified in the City of Huntington Park. See also response CR-TRA-1. The analysis of 
spillover parking has been updated in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-10-21 See response to comments CC-10-2 and CC-10-20 regarding parking. Traffic effects from 
operation of the Project are discussed in response to subsequent comments.  

CC-10-22 Metro coordinated with the City of Huntington Park since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR 
regarding traffic circulation within the city. As a result of this coordination, the following 
changes in traffic circulation were made, compared to the Draft EIS/EIR: 

 Albany Street: Open rather than closed 

 Santa Fe Avenue: Allow northbound to westbound left turn only 

 Malabar Street: Closed rather than opened 

 Rugby Boulevard: Open rather than closed 

 Pacific Boulevard: Southbound to eastbound left turns only 

 Miles Avenue: Northbound to westbound left turn only 

 Arbutus Avenue: Closed rather than opened 

 State Street: Southbound to eastbound left turn only 

These changes are reflected in the Final EIS/EIR, the plan set included in Appendix B of the 
Final EIS/EIR, and corresponding traffic analysis. The updated analysis does not alter the 
significance conclusions reached in the Draft EIS/EIR. All at-grade crossings have been and 
will continue to be reviewed by CPUC, and CPUC will issue permits prior to system opening. 
Safety of grade crossings will continue to be considered as part of this process. 

Metro has also coordinated with city staff as part of the FLM efforts and per an executed 
Master Cooperative Agreement. 

See response CR-SAF-4 regarding pedestrian safety at the at-grade portions of the Project. In 
addition, many of the at-grade locations along the project alignment incorporate safety 
features that are identified by the Federal Highway Administration as “Proven Safety 
Countermeasures” such as: 

 Medians and pedestrian refuge islands (up to 56 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes) 

 Flashing lights (up to 47 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes)  

These safety features are shown in Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR. 
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CC-10-23 Fencing and/or soundwalls (where applicable) are proposed along at-grade portions of the 
alignment, in between at-grade crossings, to create a physical barrier and to prevent 
trespassing if soundwalls identified for noise mitigation are not otherwise present. Fencing or 
soundwalls terminate near at-grade crossings to allow for pedestrian and/or vehicular traffic; 
instead, crossing gates are proposed for safe access at these locations. Pedestrians will only 
be able to cross the light rail transit (LRT) tracks at designated locations near the 
intersections. 

As shown on sheets CS-101 to CS-217 in the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design 
Part 2 (Appendix B to the Draft EIS/EIR), all grade crossings will include pedestrian crossing 
gates, flashing lights, and signage, such as, “Pedestrian ‘Do Not Enter Crossing’ and “No 
Trespassing.” These safety features will help to reduce trespassing along Metro right-of-way 
(ROW). Sheets CS-101 to CS-219 in Appendix B to the Final EIS/EIR show these safety features 
at grade crossings. 

In addition, safety features of the Project at the at-grade crossings along Randolph Street and 
Salt Lake Avenue are shown in the plans, as indicated on Sheets CS-101 to CS-203 in the Final 
Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 2 (Appendix B to the Draft EIS/EIR). 
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CC-10-24 Mitigation measures were considered for intersections where the Project will result in an 
adverse impact under the National Environmental Policy Act based on changes in level-of-
service (LOS). Mitigation typically included signalizing intersections that were currently stop-
controlled, adding lanes, and/or extending turn bays. Mitigation options also considered 
secondary impacts (typically acquisition of right-of-way). All feasible mitigation measures were 
described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. This section presented the 
mitigation deemed feasible in text, on figures, and in a table format. The table also presented 
the LOS with mitigation and identified if adverse impacts will remain. Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation 
Measures TRA-1 and TRA-5 through TRA-12 are proposed within the City of Huntington Park. 
These measures were described in Table 3.39 and shown on Figure 3-10 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
The text of the mitigation measures provides that they are subject to approval of the City of 
Huntington Park. 

Additionally, Section 3.5.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified project measures, which are 
measures included in the design of the Project. These measures were assumed as part of the 
LOS analysis for the Project. Draft EIS/EIR Project Measures TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-
cutter Signals), TR PM-2 (Lane Configurations), TR PM-4 (Randolph Avenue Intersection 
Modifications), and TR PM-5 (Randolph Avenue Lane Reduction) are within Huntington Park. 

A field review was held with City of Huntington Park staff on July 19, 2022. At that meeting, city 
staff and the Metro team visited intersections in the city and discussed potential traffic 
operations issues and mitigation strategies. Following that meeting, the city requested 
changes to the at-grade crossings and intersection movements. Refer to the response to 
comment CC-10-22 for a list of project refinements related to traffic circulation. The City of 
Huntington Park also requested closure of the Otis Avenue at-grade crossing. However, as 
discussed with Huntington Park in a subsequent meeting in 2023, the closure of Otis Avenue 
would result in substantial delays and queues along Salt Lake Avenue and side streets and, 
therefore, closure was not recommended or included in the Final EIS/EIR. 

The traffic analysis in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report has been updated to reflect the 
changes in traffic circulation patterns resulting from closures of at-grade crossings, opening of 
crossings previously proposed for closure, and restrictions in left turns. Within the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report, the updated 
LOS for the LPA without mitigation is included in Table 5-4 and a description of mitigation 
measures and the corresponding LOS is included in Section 8.2.1.1. Refer to Table 3.12 and 
Tables 3.22 through 3.29 in the Final EIS/EIR for LOS and proposed mitigation. The number of 
intersections with adverse impacts was reduced from 20 in the Draft EIS/EIR to 19 in the Final 
EIS/EIR. Project measures proposed within Huntington Park are included in Section 8.1.1 of 
the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report 
and Section 3.5.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-10-25 Refer to CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking.  

Since the Draft EIS/EIR, the alignment in the La Habra Branch right-of-way has been refined. 
The LRT tracks will be on the south side of the railroad right-of-way and the freight tracks will 
be on the north side. 

CC-10-26 Refer to CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking.  

CC-10-27 After discussions with the City of Huntington Park in 2022, the City agreed in favor of 
maintaining the existing open Bell Avenue at-grade crossing. The crossing will remain open 
with the Project in place. 

CC-10-28 Refer to the response to comment CC-10-24 regarding the Otis Avenue at-grade crossing, 
which remains open in the Final EIS/EIR. 
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CC-10-29  After discussions with the City of Huntington Park, the City agreed in favor of maintaining the
existing open Santa Ana Avenue at-grade crossing. The crossing will remain open with the 
Project in place.

CC-10-30  Additional parking surveys were conducted on several streets in the City of Huntington Park 
during non-holiday weekdays in March and May 2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and 11:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The survey time periods were determined based on the surrounding land 
uses and considered parking restrictions on each block. The updated field survey is 
summarized in Section 4.5.1.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report that corresponds to the Final EIS/EIR. Table 4.47
provides an updated summary of the field review of parking availability in the City.

CC-10-31 Refer to CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking. See also response to comment CC-10-2 regarding 
the parking evaluation and response to comment CC-10-30 regarding updated parking surveys.

CC-10-32 See responses to comments CC-10-2 and CC-10-7. Table 3.19 in Chapter 3 of the Final EIS/EIR 
has been updated to reflect changes to off-street parking impacts as a result of refinements to 
the LPA. As a result of these refinements, the parking loss at the strip mall at the southwest
corner of State Street and Randolph Street, San Antonio Elementary School and Magnet 
Center, and the strip mall on the northeast corner of Walnut Street and California Avenue have 
been avoided, and parking will not be removed. Parking loss will still be required at the strip 
mall north of the Randolph Street and Rita Avenue intersection, but the parking loss will not 
cause the off-street parking supply to decrease below the city parking code requirements at 
this location.

CC-10-33 See response to comments CC-10-2 and CC-10-20 regarding parking.

CC-10-34 Updates were made to the traffic analysis based on the modifications to traffic circulation
described in response to comment CC-10-22, which are reflected in Section 5.1.2 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report and
Section 3.4.1.2 of the Final EIS/EIR.

The SimTraffic tool considers the effects of queues on adjacent intersections. The queueing 
analysis was conducted at the at-grade crossings using SimTraffic and summarized in Chapter 
5, Table 5.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report. The analysis focuses on the queuing on the main street. That approach best 
captured the most critical impact of train crossing queues affecting adjacent intersections. 
Impacts on the side streets are captured with the LOS analysis, also conducted with
SimTraffic. Project impacts on traffic operations were identified at the Florence 
Avenue/California Avenue East and West intersections. Those findings are provided in Table 
3.37 in Section 5.3.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Mitigation was proposed at California Avenue 
(East) (TRA-1 (Florence Avenue/California Avenue [East]); however, this measure will not fully 
mitigate these LOS impacts. No feasible mitigation was identified for California Avenue
(West). The results remain unchanged for the Final EIS/EIR.

A traffic study was conducted and documented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. The study considered traffic operations and 
delay, LOS, circulation, and parking. Air quality was also addressed in the Draft EIS/EIR and 
technical studies.

Metro and its consultant team met with city staff on June 30, 2022, to discuss the City’s 
comments on the traffic analysis. A follow-up field meeting was held on July 19, 2022. 
Following that meeting, updates were made to the traffic analysis to reflect the changes 
described in response to comment CC-10-24. Additional meetings regarding project 
refinements and the impact analyses were also held in 2023.
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CC-10-35 The list of mitigation measures in the comment (Nos. 1 to 9 and No. 11) are consistent with 
what is described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR. These mitigation measures 
were determined to be feasible from a design standpoint and will improve traffic operations. 
Other mitigation measures were considered that would improve traffic operations but were 
ultimately rejected for design or right-of-way issues. This is the case for No. 10. See also 
response to CC-10-24. 

Mitigation measures for traffic-related impacts were updated for the Final EIS/EIR to reflect 
changes to the roadway network that were made in coordination with the City of Huntington 
Park, as noted in response to comment CC-10-24. The updated mitigation measures are 
included Section 8.2.1.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report and Section 3.5.2.1 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Regarding the City’s request for coordination and preparation of a traffic impact analysis or 
study, refer to the response to CC-10-34. 

CC-10-36 Pre-signals and queue-cutter signals will be implemented and are included as Project Measure 
TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter Signals), described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.1 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR. These elements are also shown on the grade crossing plans included in 
Appendix B to the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-10-37 The comment is accurate. 

CC-10-38 Refer to CR-TRA-1 regarding parking surveys conducted prior to operation and response to 
comment CC-10-30 regarding updated parking surveys in the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-10-39 The durations and locations identified in the comment are consistent with the information 
presented in the Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 3, Table 3.51. 

CC-10-40 Metro met with the City of Huntington Park staff to discuss the transportation-related items. 
Alternative 3, which was identified as the LPA, will not remove existing or planned bike 
facilities on Salt Lake Avenue, as discussed in Section 3.4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR.  
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CC-10-41 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measure NOI-1 
(Soundwalls) will require that soundwalls be placed at-grade and at the edge of aerial 
structures to reduce noise related to LRT vehicles at sensitive receiver locations where 
moderate and severe impacts have been identified. Mitigation Measure NOI-5 (Freight Track 
Relocation Soundwalls) (referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-7 in the Draft EIS/EIR) will 
require soundwalls to be placed at-grade at specific locations to reduce noise related to freight 
track relocation. In the City of Huntington Park, soundwalls will be installed on the south side 
of the La Habra Branch ROW on Randolph Street between Cottage Street and Pacific 
Boulevard, Rita Avenue and Miles Avenue, Miles Avenue and Boyle Avenue/State Street, and 
east of Boyle Avenue/State Street. Soundwalls will be installed on the north side of the La 
Habra Branch ROW on Randolph Street between Santa Fe Avenue and Rugby Avenue, Seville 
Avenue and Miles Avenue, and East of Miles Avenue and Boyle Avenue/State Street. 
Soundwalls will also be installed on the east side of the San Pedro Subdivision ROW along Salt 
Lake Avenue (north of Florence Avenue), and on both sides of the San Pedro Subdivision 
ROW between Live Oak Street and Santa Ana Street. The soundwalls on Randolph Street were 
included in response to comments expressing concerns for remaining noise impacts on 
Randolph Street even after implementation of mitigation measures included in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Implementation of soundwalls on Randolph Street was coordinated with the City of 
Huntington Park in a meeting on March 23, 2023. The soundwalls were also coordinated with 
the CPUC in a meeting on March 7, 2023. The soundwall locations are shown in Figure 4.7-6 
(LRT Noise Impacts Remaining After Mitigation, including Soundwalls (Southeast Los Angeles 
to City of Huntington Park)) and Figure 4.7-7 (LRT Noise Impacts Remaining After Mitigation, 
including Soundwalls (City of Huntington Park to City of Cudahy)) in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4 
of the Final EIS/EIR. The soundwalls will be placed at locations where the rail ROW will be 
adjacent to noise-sensitive uses. In the City of Huntington Park, noise-sensitive uses include 
residences, schools, and religious facilities.  

The design of soundwalls will follow Metro Rail Design Criteria or equivalent criteria, which 
requires the use of landscaping on soundwalls, as appropriate, for graffiti management. 
Additionally, Metro has a graffiti program that requires removal of graffiti within 24 hours of 
when it is reported. 

CC-10-42 See response to comment CC-10-19. 

CC-10-43 Solid barriers along the rail ROW will follow Metro Rail Design Criteria, which requires the use 
of landscaping, as appropriate, for graffiti management. See response to comment CC-10-41. 

CC-10-44 The proposed Statement of Overriding Considerations and Mitigation Monitoring 
Program/Report will be available for public viewing at least 72 hours before the first Metro 
committee meeting at which the Final Environmental Impact Report is presented for 
consideration. 

CC-10-45 Refer to CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking. See also response to comment CC-10-2. 

CC-10-46 Chapter 4, Section 4.19 of the Draft EIS/EIR specifies that working hours may vary based on 
the type of work and to meet local ordinances, but will typically occur on weekdays between 
8:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. and will be minimized during a.m. and p.m. peak periods. Some nighttime 
construction may be required to minimize impacts to traffic or to businesses.  

CC-306



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-10-47 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “For purposes of the land use 
analysis, the Affected Area for land use is defined as the area within approximately 50 feet of 
the Build Alternatives, including the proposed alignment, stations, parking facilities, TPSSs, 
and MSF site options as these adjacent areas have been identified to be the area of potential 
impact.” A distance of 50 feet was selected because land use compatibility is assessed at the 
uses immediately adjacent to the project components where direct effects could occur. 

Section 4.2.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR defines the affected area for the communities and 
neighborhood analysis as “as those areas located 0.25 mile on each side of the proposed 
alignments, parking facilities, and MSF site options, and 0.5 mile around the proposed station 
areas as these areas have been identified to be the area of potential impact.” 

CC-10-48 The study area for the noise analysis was based on guidance provided in the FTA Transit Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, 2018. As discussed in Section 1.5.1 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR) and Table 4-7 in in the FTA manual, 350 feet is 
the appropriate distance for assessing operational noise impacts from light rail transit. This is 
the distance at which noise impacts could potentially occur. At greater distances, the effects of 
light rail transit noise will be reduced and generally overshadowed by other existing noise 
sources. 

CC-10-49 The 250-foot study area is sufficient for the analysis completed for geotechnical, subsurface, 
and seismic impacts. This analysis considers impacts to the physical ground and subsurface. 
Excavations deeper than 100 to 120 feet below the ground surface are not anticipated for the 
LPA. From a geotechnical engineering perspective and considering U.S. Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration-mandated excavation requirements, potential geology and soils 
impacts will be limited to an area much less than 250 feet from the edge of any potential 
excavation. 

CC-10-50 See response to comment CC-10-47. 

CC-10-51 No existing bicycle facilities will be affected by the LPA in the City of Huntington Park. As 
discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the existing bicycle paths affected 
are associated with the Paramount Bike Trail (between Somerset Boulevard and Lakewood 
Boulevard) and the Bellflower Bicycle Trail (south of Bellflower Boulevard) that are within the 
Pacific Electric Right-of-Way. The existing bicycle trails will be reconstructed and realigned as 
part of the LPA. Metro will fund the realignment of these existing bicycle facilities. No property 
acquisition is required to realign the existing bicycle paths affected by the LPA. 

CC-10-52 The project design feature, referred to as “project measures” in the Draft EIS/EIR are not 
“mitigation measures” as defined by CEQA because they are components of the LPA. The 
project measures will be implemented as part of the Project.  

CC-10-53 Construction impacts for all environmental topics are discussed in Section 4.19 of the Draft 
and Final EIS/EIR, including paleontological resources.  

CC-10-54 The subsections in Section 4.19.3 follow the order of each impact topic previously discussed in 
Chapter 4 when presenting impacts associated with operation and maintenance.  
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CC-10-55 Impacts to emergency response services are discussed in Section 4.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Transportation Management Plan) (identified as 
Mitigation Measure TRA-18 in the Final EIS/EIR) requires development of Transportation 
Management Plans. These plans will be developed in coordination with fire and police 
departments and with local jurisdictions to reduce delays in response times for emergency 
vehicles during construction. 

As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Project Measure SAF PM-1 
(Emergency Access) will require Metro to coordinate access for emergency responders, 
locations of fire hydrants, and security features with the applicable fire and police departments 
to address fire, life, safety, and security for the proposed alignment, parking facilities, and 
station areas within their respective jurisdictions. An additional project or mitigation measure 
related to the EPP is not required.  

CC-10-56 See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols 
and enforcement. Security on the WSAB line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s 
law enforcement and its contractors. 

The Metro team will continue to work and coordinate with the City on the various agreements 
needed for the Project 

CC-10-57 See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols 
and enforcement. The City of Huntington Park will not be responsible for public safety for the 
Project. Metro’s law enforcement contractors will provide policing services for the Project. 
Therefore, the City of Huntington Park will not need to staff or financially support the public 
safety and policing demands. 

CC-10-58 Refer to the response to comment CC-10-2 regarding parking and comments CC-10-22 and 
CC-10-24 regarding traffic. Refer to the response to comment CC-10-57 regarding safety and 
security. See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security, CR-SAF-2 regarding 
homelessness on the Metro system, and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and 
enforcement. The City of Huntington Park will not be responsible for public safety for the 
Project. Metro’s law enforcement contractors will provide policing services for the Project. 
Therefore, the City of Huntington Park will not need to staff or financially support the public 
safety and policing demands. No new analysis or changes to the Final EIS/EIR is needed. 

CC-10-59 See response to comment CC-10-19. 

CC-10-60 See response CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and enforcement. 

Metro’s Transit Ambassador Program will provide a dedicated staff of diverse, specially trained 
individuals to offer in-person support to Metro riders. Ambassadors will have a strong visible 
presence on the Metro system and help customers. The Transit Ambassador Program is an 
added layer to Metro’s overall public safety ecosystem (which includes security, law 
enforcement, crisis response teams, and homeless outreach) to advance the goal of a safer 
public transit system. 

CC-10-61 See response CR-SAF-2 regarding homelessness on the Metro system. Metro will dedicate 
resources to address homelessness on the transit system and is working with the County and 
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) to bring more outreach and resources to 
Metro stations. The City of Huntington Park and LAHSA are responsible for addressing 
homelessness within the community.  
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CC-10-62 As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Alternative 3 construction
activities will not produce emissions exceeding any regional mass daily thresholds. 
Construction activities will not generate a substantial amount of construction odors or visible 
dust plumes. Impacts related to public nuisances resulting from dust and/or odors will be less 
than significant as disclosed in the Draft EIS/EIR.

Refer to CR-AQ-1 for a discussion of fugitive dust emissions that will be generated during 
construction and the best management practices (BMPs) that will be required to control 
emissions. Regarding public health concerns related to air quality, the analyses included in the 
Final EIS/EIR determined that the LPA will result in less than significant impacts during both 
construction and operation. Emissions generated by construction activities will remain below 
the applicable South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) regional and localized 
screening thresholds, the latter of which were established using a combination of air quality 
conditions in the project area and simulated emissions scenarios from construction sites to 
determine that pollutant concentrations will not reach levels capable of affecting nearby 
community health.

Furthermore, construction contractors will be required to comply with the Metro Green 
Construction Policy, which includes control measures for construction equipment: “(i) all off-
road diesel-powered equipment greater than 50 horsepower shall meet Tier 4 off-road 
emissions standards at a minimum; (ii) all construction equipment shall be outfitted with Best 
Available Control Technology (BACT) devices certified by the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), meeting a minimum of emissions reductions that are no less than the equivalent of a 
Level 3 diesel emissions control strategy as defined by CARB regulations.” These provisions of 
the Green Construction Policy represent some of the most stringent and health-protective 
standards currently available in the industry. Additionally, fugitive dust control measures 
consistent with SCAQMD Rule 403 and the Metro Green Construction Policy BMPs will be 
implemented, resulting in reductions between 36 and 91 percent for various dust source 
activities. LPA construction sites will not adversely affect nearby sensitive receptors, as 
determined by the analyses provided in the Final EIS/EIR.

CC-10-63 Refer to the response to comment CC-10-4.

CC-10-64 The comment, which regards the City’s parking app, is acknowledged.

CC-10-65 Refer to response CR-GEN-4 regarding grade separations.

CC-10-66 Refer to the response to comments CC-10-24 and CC-10-34 regarding the traffic analysis.

Roadway geometry at grade crossings was shown on the Grade Crossing Plans included in 
Appendix B to the Draft EIS/EIR. The plans have been updated for the Final EIS/EIR to reflect 
stakeholder coordination undertaken since the Draft EIS/EIR. The updated plans are included 
as an appendix to the Final EIS/EIR. At-grade crossings have been coordinated with CPUC and 
coordination will continue throughout design. Safety of the crossings and those traveling 
through them is of paramount importance to Metro and CPUC.

With Mitigation Measure SAF-2 (School District Coordination), Metro will coordinate with 
school districts and administrators to maintain or modify safe and convenient pedestrian, 
bicycle, and bus routes to schools.

CC-10-67  Upgrades or enhancements to infrastructure would constitute betterments and are not part of 

the Purpose and Need of the Project.
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CC-10-68  The Project will be subject to federal and state regulations related to water resources,
including runoff. The project design features discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR will minimize impacts to water quality and water resources. These design 
features include site design and low impact development stormwater BMPs to address 
impacts to existing drainage systems, including local storm drains and regional flood control 
facilities. With implementation of the design features described in Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3.1 
of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in adverse effects to water quality; therefore, 
mitigation will not be required. Specific stormwater treatment controls will be determined as 
design advances. Per an executed Master Cooperative Agreement, plans will be provided to 
the city for review.

CC-10-69 As discussed in Chapter 5, Section 5.2.2.6 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Communities and Neighborhoods Impact Analysis Report (Appendix G of the Draft
EIS/EIR), the Project could indirectly affect growth and development in the Affected Area by 
providing opportunities for transit-oriented development around the proposed stations. Any 
new development that could be built around the proposed stations would be solely at the 
discretion and approval of the affected communities, which generally protect residential 
neighborhoods. City-and Metro-funded transit-oriented development plans are currently being 
prepared in several of the affected communities. These plans would undergo separate 
environmental review, and the affected local jurisdictions would be responsible for ensuring 
that these plans and any new development are consistent with applicable goals, policies, and 
objectives. In this context, it is anticipated that any potential adverse indirect land use effects 
would be addressed and mitigated by restrictions imposed by local jurisdictions. New 
development around the proposed stations would be solely at the discretion and approval of 
the local jurisdiction and are not part of the Project.

CC-10-70 See response to comment CC-10-2.

CC-10-71 See response to comment CC-10-69. Any development that could occur in the area
surrounding stations is under the discretion of the local jurisdiction.

CC-10-72 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.16.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will be within street
and rail rights-of-way, or within acquired properties, and not on or through parklands and 
recreational facilities. The Project will not remove open space from the City of Huntington 
Park. The Project will require the removal/relocation of the off-site parking spaces used by Salt
Lake Park; however, other on-site and off-site parking will remain available. In addition, while 
the Project will require a partial acquisition of the landscaped area at the edge of the San 
Antonio Elementary School, partial property acquisitions will not change or impact the 
functionality of the facilities, and the facilities and building will not be disturbed.

CC-10-73 The Project will include the infrastructure required to support operation of the Project, such as 
stations and TPSSs. The Project cannot use public funds to increase the capacity of utilities 
beyond what is needed for operation or construction of the Project as such improvements 
would be considered betterments. Additionally, the Project is a transit project and does not 
include construction of new housing.

CC-10-74 Refer to the response CR-FIN-1.
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CC-10-75 See response to comment CC-10-62.  

Air quality impacts are discussed in Chapter 4, Sections 4.5 (operations) and 4.19.3.5 
(construction) of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. Noise impacts are discussed in Chapter 4, 
Sections 4.7 (operation) and 4.19.3.7 (construction) of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. Project 
measures and mitigation measures have been identified as applicable. Consistent with the 
analysis of impacts associated with construction of Alternative 3 in the Draft EIS/EIR, the Final 
EIS/EIR air quality analyses determined that construction of the LPA will not generate 
emissions in excess of applicable SCAQMD regional or localized screening thresholds, and 
impacts will be less than significant. Accordingly, mitigation measures are not required. 

CC-10-76 As documented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Cultural Resources 
Survey Report—Rev 1 (Appendix W of Draft EIS/EIR), there are no National Register of Historic 
Places-eligible or listed residential historic districts in the Area of Potential Effect within the 
City of Huntington Park. The Draft EIS/EIR evaluated operational and construction impacts to 
cultural resources. Such resources were identified consistent with guidelines established 
under Section 106 and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The evaluation is 
summarized in Sections 4.14 and 4.19.3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measures VIB-1 (Ballast 
Mat or Resilient Rail Fasteners) and VIB-2 (Low Impact Frogs) will be implemented and will 
minimize vibration impacts. Although vibration impacts will remain at two clusters in the City 
of Huntington Park, according to FTA guidance, there is a strong probability that after 
mitigation, groundborne vibration levels at these clusters will be below the FTA impact 
threshold. Refer to the response to CC-10-41 regarding the noise analysis conducted in 
Huntington Park. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.4, of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an analysis of the potential impacts the 
Project will have on visual and aesthetics. As discussed, project components will not detract 
from, and will be compatible with, the visual character and quality of the Affected Area.  

Additionally, Project Measures VA PM-1 (Design Standards), VA PM-2 (Public Art), VA PM-3 
(Landscaping), and VA PM-4 (Landscaping Screening), discussed in Section 4.4.4.1 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, will be implemented. These project measures will minimize visual effects 
associated with project components. 

CC-10-77 Metro has examined a network of connections to the surrounding community, including open 
spaces connecting to current and proposed transit and active transportation projects, as part 
of its FLM planning process. FLM planning efforts focus on specific pedestrian connections 
within 0.5 mile of stations and connections to bike networks within 3 miles of stations in 
coordination with cities and key stakeholders. The FLM plan was prepared per FLM guideline 
procedures. Cities would be responsible for advancing the design, environmental clearance (if 
needed), construction, and maintenance of these connections.  

CC-10-78 Metro will coordinate with city staff per an executed Master Cooperative Agreement. The 
Project will include the infrastructure required to support operation of the Project. The Project 
cannot use public funds to increase the capacity of utilities beyond what is needed for 
operation or construction of the Project as such improvements would be considered 
betterments and are beyond the scope of the Project Purpose and Need. 

CC-10-79 Refer to response CR-GEN-3 regarding the cut-and-cover study. The study included 
consideration of underground stations in locations where the aerial alignment included a 
station. The study determined that a cut-and-cover alignment is not a feasible alternative due 
to the substantial increase in costs. Grade separations at the locations discussed in the cut-
and-cover study are also not warranted under Metro Grade Crossing Safety Policy for Light Rail 
Transit.  
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CC-10-80 The requirements for landscaping, including as a use for screening, are summarized in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Project Measure VA PM-3 (Landscaping) 
discussed in Section 4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR will be implemented. Landscaping will be 
installed where there is adequate space along the rail ROWs to improve the aesthetic quality of 
the transit environment, particularly in residential areas. New landscaping that is installed will 
be consistent with the Metro Rail Design Criteria and Systemwide Station Design Standards, 
or equivalent. Examples are also included in the West Santa Ana Branch Urban Design Guide 
that was developed specifically for the Project in December 2020. Specifics regarding the type 
and size of vegetation will be identified during later stages of design and provided to the City 
of Huntington Park for review consistent with the terms of the Master Cooperative Agreement.  

Landscaping is not used as sound buffers because vegetation and landscaping are not 
effective at reducing noise levels. Refer to the response to comment CC-10-41 regarding the 
noise analysis.  
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CC-10-81 Updated information on construction timeframes has been included in Section 3.7 and 
Section 4.19 of the Final EIS/EIR. While the Draft and Final EIS/EIR provide general 
construction durations based on Project goals and milestones, it is not possible at this phase 
of the Project’s planning process to develop a detailed construction schedule. The specific 
construction schedule will be informed by such factors as the availability of the construction 
contractor(s) workforce, equipment, and materials; value engineering; and stakeholder 
coordination. Specific information on timing will be determined by Metro and the construction 
contractor(s) prior to the start of construction, taking into account these and other related 
factors. Impacts will be in compliance with the Final EIS/EIR.  

Many of the project measures and mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR are applicable to 
the LPA during construction and are not necessarily location specific. However, the Draft 
EIS/EIR concluded that for Alternative 3, adverse and unmitigated impacts could still occur for 
certain topics, including traffic during construction. 

The specific intersections selected for the traffic analysis considered proximity to at-grade 
crossings where intersections could experience delay due to gate down times, changes to the 
roadway network, an increase in traffic due to vehicles accessing or departing park-and-ride 
facilities, and traffic volumes at each intersection. In addition, priority was given to signalized 
intersections. A specific distance cut-off (e.g., 1 mile) was not used to identify intersections to 
analyze. Traffic volumes are included in Appendix A of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) 
for each of the intersections analyzed in the City of Huntington Park. The LPA volumes include 
additional traffic due to proposed grade crossing closures. 

Construction impacts related to vehicles, bikes, and pedestrians are discussed in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR and in detail in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. As noted in response to comment CC-10-22, 
the locations of open at-grade crossings changed in the City of Huntington Park, which 
affected construction effects to the roadway network. The total number of proposed grade 
crossing closures and at-grade crossings that will remain open within the City of Huntington 
Park is the same between the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR; therefore, construction impacts 
will be similar to those evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR. One construction staging area within 
the City of Huntington Park was also relocated from private property to railroad ROW since the 
Draft EIS/EIR, thus minimizing the private property acquisitions required for construction 
within the City. Updated construction impacts related to vehicles, bikes, and pedestrians are 
discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and in detail in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. Draft EIS/EIR 
Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Transportation Management Plan [TMP]) (identified as TRA-18 in 
the Final EIS/EIR) involves preparation and implementation of a TMP to address construction 
impacts on transportation facilities. The TMP will be developed and coordinated with the 
applicable local jurisdictions. Additionally, as part of Mitigation Measure COM-1 
(Construction Outreach Plan), Metro will develop a Construction Outreach Plan in 
coordination with affected communities and businesses. 
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CC-10-82 Elements of the City of Huntington Park General Plan are considered in Chapter 3, Section 3.4 
and analyzed in detail in Chapter 5, Section 5.2.3 in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Land Use Impact Analysis Report (Appendix E of the Draft EIS/EIR) and in Chapter 
4, Section 4.1.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The LPA along Randolph Street is located immediately 
north of the City of Huntington Park’s Downtown Specific Plan, which calls for mixed-use 
development adjacent to the LPA. The design and development standards in the Downtown 
Specific Plan are not applicable to transit development within the La Habra Branch ROW 
because the La Habra Branch ROW is located outside of the specific plan area; however, the 
design of planned streetscape improvements for Randolph Street, as well as the design and 
development standards, outside of the La Habra Branch ROW are located in the specific plan 
area. Streetscape improvements and development within the City’s Downtown Specific Plan 
area that are outside of the La Habra Branch ROW are subject to the requirements of the 
Downtown Specific Plan. The LPA will be consistent with and will support the requirements 
associated with the Downtown Specific Plan because the LPA promotes pedestrian-friendly 
uses and design and also supports mixed-use development near transit stations.   

CC-10-83 Table 3.51 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified anticipated construction-related 
closures. Closures are not anticipated on Pacific Boulevard during construction. Draft EIS/EIR 
Mitigation Measures COM-1 (Community Outreach Plan) and TRA-23 (Loss of Parking 
[Construction]) will maintain access and minimize impacts to affected businesses to the extent 
feasible. Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Community Outreach Plan) requires development of a 
Construction Outreach Plan in coordination with affected communities and businesses that 
will be affected by Metro and its contractors during construction. Mitigation Measure TRA-23 
(Loss of Parking [Construction]) will address parking reductions during construction (this 
measure is referred to as TRA-21 in the Final EIS/EIR). Metro will coordinate with local 
jurisdictions to address the loss of public parking spaces during construction.  

Section 4.19.3.5 and 4.19.3.18 in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR discuss potential construction-
related air quality impacts and safety impacts, respectively. See Common Response CR-AQ-1 
regarding fugitive dust emissions during construction and Common Response CR-AQ-2 
regarding air quality impact thresholds and guidance, as well as Metro-related policy. 
Mitigation Measure SAF-3 (Construction Site Measures) discussed in Section 4.19.3.18 aims 
to address safety and security concerns during construction of the Project and requires 
security patrols, signage, lighting, and other safety measures at construction areas.  

CC-10-84 Mitigation Measure COM-1 from the Draft EIS/EIR requires development of a Construction 
Outreach Plan to mitigate impacts to businesses near the project alignment during 
construction. Specifically, it focuses on access to businesses and identifying detours when 
necessary. Additionally, it discusses specific signage/marketing to support businesses during 
construction. The Construction Outreach Plan will be developed in coordination with 
communities and businesses that will be affected by construction. 

Guidelines and eligibility for Metro’s Pilot Business Interruption Fund are set by Metro’s 
Board of Directors. Programs such as the Business Interruption Fund are approved by the 
Metro Board on a per-project basis and will occur after approval or certification of the Final 
EIS/EIR and issuance of the Record of Decision and closer to the start of construction.  

CC-10-85 Refer to CR-TRA-1 and response to comment CC-10-2. Mitigation Measures TRA-20 
(Transportation Management Plans) and TRA-23 (Loss of Parking [Construction]) (referred to 
as Mitigation Measures TRA-18 and TRA-21, respectively, in the Final EIS/EIR) address parking 
during construction. TRA-20 requires development of a TMP in coordination with the City to 
minimize parking impacts during construction. TRA-23 addresses the loss of parking during 
construction. Metro will coordinate with local jurisdictions to address the temporary loss of 
parking, which includes allowing additional on-street parking, where appropriate and feasible. 
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CC-10-86 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the LPA.

CC-10-87 “Community dump sites,” if present, will be identified during the implementation of HAZ PM-
5 (Property Assessment – Phase I and II ESAs), described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of
the Draft EIS/EIR, which requires assessment of land use history for each parcel/property that 
will be acquired/used for the Project. If community dump sites require hazardous material 
remediation, Project Measures HAZ PM-7 (Disposal of Groundwater) and HAZ PM-9 
(Contaminated Soil, Soil Vapor, and Groundwater), included in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.10 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR, will be implemented.

CC-10-88 As the WSAB alignment will be at-grade or aerial, the TPSS units will be at-grade. Through 
coordination with the City, optional TPSS site 13(e) has been removed from consideration in
the Final EIS/EIR. As a result, parking will not be removed at the strip mall on the northeast 
corner of Walnut Street and California Avenue.

CC-10-89 The LPA will result in one residential displacement in the City of Huntington Park associated 
with the Florence/Salt Lake Station. The property at 2664 Randolph Street (APN: 6320-022-
008) will result in a full acquisition to accommodate modifications for an at-grade crossing 
near the station. The affected parcel is a multi-family unit that will impact 8 residential units 
and affect approximately 31 residents. The LPA will require partial acquisitions on four parcels 
near the Florence/Salt Lake Station to accommodate grade crossing improvements and a 
TPSS, but these partial acquisitions will not result in residential displacements.

See response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation 
Act.

CC-10-90 As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, station areas are designed to
be sensitive to the specific urban context. Stations will be designed to be consistent with 
Metro's Systemwide Station Design Standards, which have elements of consistent features
and variability to tie the station area to the visual character and identity of the surrounding 
community, including public art and landscaping. Metro Rail Design Criteria requires that 
stations be sited and arranged to appropriately relate to the specific urban context of each 
station. Metro Rail Design Criteria also requires that sustainable landscaping be provided for 
stations that reflects the character and identity of the existing neighborhood and is responsive 
to and complimentary with station architecture, art, signage, graphics and lighting design. 
Landscaping will be installed where there is adequate space along the rail ROWs to improve
the aesthetic quality of the transit environment, particularly in residential areas. The Metro Rail 
Design Criteria requires that soundwalls be landscaped, as appropriate. Landscaping on 
soundwalls can be used to soften the view and enhance the aesthetics of the walls, if space 
permits. The WSAB Urban Design Guide discusses landscape opportunities at stations, if 
space permits, that provide opportunities for city-specific identity.
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CC-10-91 The Draft EIS/EIR evaluated potential impacts to land use and recreational facilities (including 
bike trails) based on the existing baseline (2017, when the Notice of Preparation was released) 
and adopted land use and bicycle master plans. The analysis considered the Class I bike trail 
along Randolph Street and Salt Lake Avenue that is proposed in the City of Huntington Park 
Bicycle Transportation Master Plan. The Draft EIS/EIR concluded that the Project will have an 
adverse effect due to the Project’s inconsistency with local jurisdictions’ bicycle plans. As 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project could preempt or 
obstruct future development and implementation of planned bike paths identified in the City’s 
Bicycle Transportation Master Plan. Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans) is 
provided to minimize the preemption of future development, goals, and plans for bicycle 
facilities within each affected jurisdiction. As part of this effort, Metro, as appropriate, will 
support preparation of amended language for each affected bicycle plan demonstrating that 
planned bicycle facilities could still achieve an individual city’s mobility and connectivity goals. 

At the time of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Rail to Rail/River Active Transportation (Segment B) 
Project was still in the initial design phase. In March 2021, the Metro Board approved the first 
round of grants from a new funding source: Metro Active Transport, Transit and First/Last 
Mile (MAT) program. The MAT program includes funding for the Rail to Rail/River Active 
Transportation (Segment B) Project in the Randolph Street corridor. As of 2022, the Rail to 
Rail/River Active Transportation (Segment B) Project is evaluating new alternative concepts to 
accommodate the LPA in this corridor. The Metro project teams are currently discussing 
potential design concepts. 

CC-10-92 The WSAB Project is a transit project that includes infrastructure needed to support operation 
of the LPA (e.g., TPSSs, a maintenance and storage facility). The Project does not include 
construction of new residential or commercial properties.  

Refer to the response to comment CC-10-4. 

Metro has coordinated extensively with the City on TPSS locations and construction laydown 
areas. The locations have been refined as a result of this coordination. Updated information 
on acquisitions and displacements is provided in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 and in Appendix B of 
the Final EIS/EIR. Metro will continue coordination with the City as design advances. 

CC-10-93 Refer to comment CC-10-69 and CC-10-73. 

CC-10-94 Refer to the response to comment CC-10-22 regarding changes in traffic circulation made in 
coordination with the City of Huntington Park. Refer to response CR-GEN-4 regarding grade 
separation. Below-grade crossings are not proposed as part of the Project.  

As indicated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 under the subheading “Motorist, Pedestrian, and 
Bicyclist Safety” of the Draft EIS/EIR, all at-grade crossings have been and will continue to be 
reviewed by CPUC, and CPUC will issue permits prior to system opening. The safety of grade 
crossings will continue to be considered as part of this process. Refer also to response CR-
SAF-4.  

CC-10-95 Refer to response CR-FIN-1. 

CC-10-96 Staff has evaluated and determined that Construction Manager/General Contractor is an 
optimal contract model for the utilities, freight, and grade crossing construction scopes while 
continuing to look at different alternative delivery models, including a potential Design-Build-
Finance-Operate-Maintain (DBFOM) Public-Private-Partnership (P3) to deliver the LRT scope. 
While Metro is currently not in the position to confirm the certainty of a specific procurement 
model, staff is continuing to advance key components in the Advanced Preliminary 
Engineering scope, which will help the agency make an informed choice on the best delivery 
model for the LRT scope. Staff anticipates the completion of the evaluation by the 
spring/summer of 2024. 
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City of Maywood – CC-9

Comment ID Response

CC-9-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR.

CC-9-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 
Responses to the comment submission received from Eco-Rapid Transit are included in the 
Improvement District and Joint Powers Authority section.

CC-9-3 See response CR-EJ-1 regarding the approach and guidance used for the Environmental Justice 
(EJ) analysis and the identification of EJ communities. The analysis follows FTA direction on EJ 
analysis. The EJ Affected Area consists of the Cities of Los Angeles (including the Central City
North, Central City, and Southeast Los Angeles communities), Vernon, Huntington Park, Bell, 
Cudahy, South Gate, Downey, Paramount, Bellflower, Artesia, and Cerritos, and the 
unincorporated Florence-Firestone community of LA County. The City of Maywood is outside 
of the EJ Affected Area and is not included in the EJ analysis.

Metro coordinated extensively with the cities, stakeholders, and the general public during 
preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR. Metro understands the importance of this 
Project to the Gateway Cities and will continue to coordinate with the cities, stakeholders, and 
general public throughout the planning process.

CC-9-4 Construction activities for the Project will not occur within the City of Maywood boundaries. 
Construction effects within the City of Maywood would be limited to construction truck traffic
and other potential vicinity impacts.

CC-9-5 The Draft EIS/EIR described potential adverse environmental impacts that may occur as a
result of the Project and proposed project measures and mitigation measures to avoid, 
minimize, or reduce impacts to communities and neighborhoods.

As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Affected Area for the 
communities and neighborhood analysis is defined as “as those areas located 0.25 mile on 
each side of the proposed alignments, parking facilities, and maintenance and storage facility 
(MSF) site options, and 0.5 mile around the proposed station areas as these areas have been 
identified to be the area of potential impact.” The City of Maywood lies outside of the directly 
affected area.

CC-9-6 Chapter 4, Section 4.17.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 4.2 of the West Santa Ana
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Economic and Fiscal Impact Analysis Report 
(previously Appendix CC of the Draft EIS/EIR) have been updated since the Draft EIS/EIR to 
include discussion of Metro’s Joint Development program. Through the Joint Development 
program, Metro works with the community and local regulatory agencies to identify the kind of 
development and related infrastructure that can help create transit-oriented communities and 
promote positive impacts for the community.

CC-9-7 Refer to the response to comments CC-9-4 and CC-9-5.
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CC-9-8 Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Transportation Management Plan [TMP]) (identified as TRA-18 in 
the Final EIS/EIR), described in Chapter 3, Section 3.7.3.8 of the Draft EIS/EIR, will be 
implemented to address potential impacts from construction activities on vehicular, transit, 
pedestrian, and bicycle access and mobility, including, but not limited to, temporary 
lane/roadway, sidewalk, bicycle facility, and freeway ramp closures; detours; increases in traffic 
volumes (including regular traffic and construction traffic, construction equipment, materials 
delivery vehicles, waste/haul vehicles, and employee commutes); construction parking; and 
emergency services (e.g., fire, police, ambulances). TMPs are a proven strategy for minimizing 
potential transportation impacts through and around construction zones during construction. 
The TMP will be developed and coordinated with the applicable, local jurisdictions to 
determine the most appropriate traffic management approach. 

CC-9-9 See responses CR-SAF-1 and CR-SAF-3 regarding safety and security along the project 
alignment. As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “the potential for 
crime during construction is primarily related to construction equipment and staging areas 
that are not adequately secured. To reduce potential impacts, construction sites will include 
security features such as CCTV, on-site guards and security teams, and perimeter fencing to 
prohibit unauthorized individuals from accessing the area.” All at-grade construction sites, 
including entrances, portals, staging and storage areas, and active construction sites, that 
interface with public ROW will provide the security features described above. However, crime 
from intentional acts against people and facilities cannot be completely eliminated. Mitigation 
Measures COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) and SAF-3 (Construction Site Measures) aim 
to address safety and security concerns during construction of the Project. COM-1 requires 
development of a construction outreach plan to notify communities and businesses of detour 
routes, maintain access to community assets and businesses, and install signage/barriers to 
keep people from accessing the construction area. SAF-3 (Construction Site Measures) 
requires security patrols, signage, lighting, and other safety measures at construction areas. 
CCTV is also required at all stations and in trains. With implementation of Mitigation 
Measures SAF-3 (Construction Site Measures) and COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan), the 
Project will not result in adverse effects related to safety and security during the construction 
phase. These measures are described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.2 (COM-1) and 4.19.3.18 
(SAF-3) of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Anticipation of future development along the project alignment is speculative and beyond the 
scope of the Project. Therefore, the item regarding future development has been noted.  

CC-9-10 See response CR-NOI-2 regarding measures to minimize construction-related noise and 
vibration. Per Final EIS/EIR Mitigation Measures NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan) (referred to as 
Mitigation Measure NOI-8 in the Draft EIS/EIR) and VIB-3 (Vibration Control Plan), the 
contractor will be required to develop noise and vibration control plans with location-and 
process-specific measures to limit noise and vibration generated during construction. 
Measures to minimize particulate matter generation during construction are discussed in 
Section 4.19.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR and include adhering to the provisions of the Metro 
Green Construction Policy and employing best management practices in accordance with the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 402.  

Brake dust generated by on-road motor vehicles in the region will be reduced with 
implementation of the Project, as it is proportional to the vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the 
region. Table 3.49 in Chapter 3, Section 3.6.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR shows that each Build 
Alternative would result in lower VMT than the No Build Alternative, resulting in a reduction in 
the generation of brake dust in the region. 
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CC-9-11              Metro can only acquire the property needed for project elements. The properties that will be
acquired for parking will be used for station parking and other project-related components, 
such as TPSSs, and will not be developed with housing, community development, and 
recreational facilities. Although properties that are acquired for construction staging may 
provide future opportunities for transit-oriented development, other transit-supportive uses, 
housing, community facilities, and recreational facilities after the LPA is built, any potential 
development on these acquired sites will be solely at the discretion and approval of the local 
jurisdictions in which these sites are located. Such development is not part of the Project and 
would undergo separate reviews and approvals. Additionally, no housing, community facilities, 
and recreational facilities have been identified for these acquired sites. Thus, it is speculative
to analyze the potential environmental effects associated with development of these types of 
uses.

CC-9-12              Metro examines safe connections to the surrounding community within 3 miles of project 
stations as part of the FLM plan. FLM planning efforts consider connections to existing, 
planned, and proposed walk and wheel facilities, including walking trails.

Transit parking will be provided at five stations along the LPA alignment and will include 
sufficient capacity to address parking demand for the LPA.

CC-9-13 The LPA will not interfere with potential adaptation strategies to address regional effects of 
climate change. Two climate change issues may affect transit lines: flood waters and heat 
stress.

 Flood waters: Chapter 4, Section 4.11.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR states that Alternative 3 would
not have a longitudinal encroachment into the floodplain or impact beneficial floodplain 
values. Alternative 3 would not increase flooding risk by supporting incompatible 
development within the floodplain. Furthermore, compliance with local and federal 
floodplain regulations would avoid or minimize impacts to the flood-control facilities.

 Heat stress: The LPA will be designed to accommodate high air temperatures. It should be 
noted that many transit lines throughout the world operate in high heat, desert 
environments.

Furthermore, the Project reduces greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, as it promotes a clean 
energy solution to travel and results in reduced auto trips. Metro has also adopted multiple 
policies and plans that promote climate resiliency and adaptation, such as the Metro Green 
Construction Policy and the Energy and Conservation Management Plan. The Project will be 
consistent with these policies and plans as well as the climate adaptability criteria included in
the Metro Rail Design Criteria (MRDC).

The LPA will be consistent with Metro GHG reduction and conservation plans. It will achieve a 
net reduction in emissions, as presented in Table 4.6.5 in Chapter 4, Section 4.6 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, and enhance the Metro transit system’s net displacement of GHG emissions.

CC-9-14 Refer to the response to comment CC-9-12. Chapter 3, Table 3.37 in the Draft EIS/EIR provides 
information about on-site parking demand and supply that will be provided by the LPA.
Satellite parking structures are not required. Provision of parking for local businesses could be 
undertaken by local jurisdictions but is beyond the Purpose and Need of the Project. Refer also 
to the response CR-TRA-1.
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CC-9-15 The Study Area for the Project encompasses a 2-mile buffer from the four Build Alternative
alignments included in the Draft EIS/EIR, which includes the City of Maywood. The Study Area 
maps and discussions in Chapters 1 and 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR correctly 
includes the City of Maywood within this buffer. Current and projected Study Area 
characteristics within the full 2-mile buffer, such as traffic conditions, transit service and 
demand, population and employment densities, and travel demand were considered and 
informed the Project Purpose and Need in Chapter 1.

Each individual section of the environmental document defines a specific Affected Area that is 
appropriate for that particular subject. The extent of the Affected Area for each topic is
included in Chapter 4, Table 4.0.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR.
See response to comment CC-9-12.The City of Maywood is located within 2 miles of the
Project and was included in these planning efforts.

CC-9-16 See response to comment CC-9-3.

CC-9-17 See response to comment CC-9-2. A financially constrained funding plan is currently not
available for the extension to LA Union Station north of the Slauson/A Line Station.

CC-9-18 The comment regarding the Project Purpose and Need and goals is noted. See response to
comments CC-9-2 and CC-9-17.

CC-9-19 Dedicated transit parking facilities will be provided at five stations along the LPA alignment:
Firestone Station, I-105/C Line Station, Paramount/Rosecrans Station, Bellflower Station, and 
Pioneer Station. Dedicated transit parking will not be provided at the Florence/Salt Lake 
Station. See response CR-TRA-1 regarding additional transit parking.

CC-9-20 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking. The comment regarding NextGen bus 
improvements and the potential to reduce parking demand at stations is noted.

CC-9-21 The comment correctly highlights the importance of the access to jobs, facilities, and 
recreational uses that will be provided by the Project. As stated in Chapter 1, Section 1.2.2, of
the Draft EIS/EIR, part of the Project’s purpose is to “improve access for the densely 
populated neighborhoods, major employment centers, and other key regional destinations 
where future growth is forecasted to occur within the Study Area.”

As noted in the comment, Table 4.1.1 in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.2.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
identifies the land uses that are located within 0.25 mile of the proposed alignments and 
around the stations, parking facilities, MSF site options, and TPSS sites, which includes 
institutional/public facilities and open space/recreational facilities. This list presents the 
context of the surrounding area. The Project will provide improved access to these facilities.
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CC-9-22 The Draft EIS/EIR considered the potential for transit-oriented developments (TODs) at 
station areas. Discussion of possible future changes in the station areas related to TOD is 
presented in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Communities and 
Neighborhoods Impact Analysis Report (Appendix G of the Draft EIS/EIR) and the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Growth-Inducing Impact Analysis Report (Appendix DD 
of the Draft EIS/EIR). As discussed in Chapter 5, Section 5.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Growth-Inducing Impact Analysis Report, the potential indirect 
effects “would include the future planning and development of TODs surrounding the 
proposed station areas. Metro prepared the West Santa Ana Branch Transit-Oriented 
Development Strategic Implementation Plan to be used by local jurisdictions as a resource to 
develop new corridor-wide governance strategies and implement plans, policies, and 
economic development strategies to transform station areas into equitable, sustainable and 
safe areas for development in the Project corridor. As a toolkit for future planning, the plan 
does not contain specific plans for TOD development within the Project corridor. In addition, 
several jurisdictions in the corridor have completed or are in the process of developing their 
own individual station area plans. Regional and local policies encourage TOD planning and 
development including the intensification of land uses at potential station areas and along the 
corridor; development of compact communities around a public transit system; alternatives to 
automobile travel; and planning for residents, visitors, and employees within the vicinity of the 
areas.” 

The analysis further states that implementation of the LPA could be a catalyst to the TOD 
planning and development. The Project will be consistent with local jurisdictions’ plans to 
encourage TODs with appropriate residential density along the alignment and within station 
areas. 

CC-9-23 See response to comment CC-9-12. Improvements were identified with community input, then 
prioritized, and implementation will be based on available funding. The City of Maywood is 
included in the FLM planning area so would be expected to participate in the FLM Plan 
development.  

The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Urban Design Guide identifies a sample tree and 
landscape palette for landscaping opportunities at stations. Specific landscape plans have not 
been developed at this stage of design; however, landscaping plans will be prepared as design 
advances. Design will also follow the MRDC that embrace opportunities to enhance and 
complement the urban environment. 
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CC-9-24 Per Mitigation Measure NOI-1 (Soundwalls), soundwalls will be provided along Salt Lake 
Avenue to reduce noise related to LRT vehicles at sensitive receiver locations. Mitigation 
Measures NOI-1 is described in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. The table included with 
the mitigation measure identifies the placement, height, and length of soundwalls proposed to 
address noise impacts at sensitive receivers. To effectively reduce noise levels, the soundwalls 
must be placed as close to the noise source as possible. In addition, the length and height of 
the soundwalls are designed to meet FTA requirements. There is not enough room to install a 
Class 1 bicycle path within the rail ROW along Salt Lake Avenue in addition to the soundwalls, 
freight tracks, and light rail tracks. Any future bicycle paths to be installed along Salt Lake 
Avenue will need to occur outside of the rail ROW and, thus, will not be affected by the 
soundwalls. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the proposed 
alignment “could preempt future development and implementation of the planned Class 1 
bicycle path along Salt Lake Avenue and the Class I bicycle path north of Rayo Avenue and 
south of the Los Angeles River, identified in the City of Huntington Park Bicycle Transportation 
Master Plan, City of Cudahy 2040 General Plan, South Gate Bicycle Transportation Plan, and 
the City of Bell Bicycle Master Plan. While planned, the bike facilities are unfunded and not 
scheduled for implementation in local capital improvement budgets/programs.” 

Under Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans), Metro will continue to 
coordinate with jurisdictions and local agencies to minimize the preemption of future 
development, goals, and plans within each jurisdiction. As part of this effort, Metro, as 
appropriate, will support preparation of amended language for each affected bicycle plan 
demonstrating that planned bicycle facilities could still achieve an individual city’s mobility 
and connectivity goals. However, because the process to amend bike plans is a local process, 
which includes public participation, the ultimate outcome and resolution of plan elements 
cannot be predicted. 

The design of the soundwalls will follow the MRDC and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Urban Design Report and Urban Design Guide. Per the MRDC, soundwalls 
will be landscaped, as appropriate, for graffiti management. Additionally, the Urban Design 
Guide includes the incorporation of landscaping and/or vines on soundwalls where space and 
opportunity allow and the design of soundwalls that are sensitive to the area in which they are 
installed. By following the MRDC and Urban Design Guide, the visual character of the 
soundwalls will be improved and the design of the soundwalls will not adversely affect the 
character of the residential neighborhoods or influence blight. Further, the addition of 
soundwalls in residential areas will not disconnect the neighborhoods or create an unsafe 
environment. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and in Section 
5.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Communities and 
Neighborhoods Impact Analysis Report, where soundwalls are along railroad right-of-way, the 
soundwalls will prevent informal crossings of railroad tracks, thereby avoiding potential 
conflicts between pedestrians and LRT vehicles. Residents within the Affected Area for 
communities and neighborhoods will use grade crossings to access adjacent neighborhoods 
and nearby community facilities. The use of the grade crossings, rather than crossing through 
the railroad ROW in between intersections, will enhance safe access and crossings throughout 
the communities.  
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CC-9-25 An inter-track fence is required between the freight and LRT tracks. A fence along the ROW is 
proposed to maximize safety and discourage illegal crossings of the tracks. Specific fencing 
design will be established at a later phase in design and will be consistent with the MRDC 
requirements. The WSAB Urban Design Guide includes fencing design and is consistent with 
Metro's Systemwide Design Standards. 

As discussed in Table 4.4.6 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Affected Area 
currently has fences or walls along property lines. The proposed fences in the rail ROW will be 
consistent with and will not degrade the overall visual character and quality of the Affected 
Area. Fencing will follow the MRDC and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Urban Design Report and Urban Design Guide. The Urban Design Guide includes fencing that 
is context sensitive. Additionally, Project Measure VA PM-3 (Landscaping) discussed in 
Section 4.4.4.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR will be implemented. Landscaping will be installed where 
there is adequate space along the rail ROWs. New landscaping that is installed will be 
consistent with the MRDC and Systemwide Station Design Standards, or equivalent. 

CC-9-26 The Project will be consistent with Metro's Systemwide Station Design Standards, which has 
elements of variability to relate the station area to the visual character and identity of the 
surrounding community, including public art and landscaping. Metro will work closely with 
local community arts and culture representatives throughout the implementation of the 
project art program. An art panel, which will include arts professionals connected to the 
project corridor communities, will make recommendations for the commission of artists. 

CC-9-27 See response CR-FIN-1.  

CC-9-28 Chapter 4 Section 4.19.3.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 7.3.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Economic and Fiscal Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix 
CC of the Draft EIS/EIR) have been updated to include a discussion of existing Metro policies 
and programs that support job creation and workforce development. The Project will comply 
with these policies and programs, including the project Labor Agreement & Construction 
Careers Policy and Local Hire Program. These policies and programs encourage construction 
employment and training opportunities to those who reside in economically disadvantaged 
areas on Metro construction projects. 

CC-9-29 The General Fund revenues were reported for each community in Table 4.17.2 in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.17.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The potential impact to each community varied by 
alternative. For example, Alternatives 1 and 2 would have minor impacts to the City of Los 
Angeles' General Fund revenues, and Alternatives 3 and 4 would not impact the revenues of 
Los Angeles. 
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CC-9-30 See responses CR-SAF-1 and CR-SAF-3 regarding safety and security along the project 
alignment. 

As indicated in Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 under the subheading “Emergency Response 
Service” of the Draft EIS/EIR, Metro will coordinate with involved fire and police departments 
and prepare “a comprehensive Emergency Preparedness Plan (EPP) that can be integrated 
with emergency service providers, local jurisdictional emergency response plans.”  

As indicated in Section 5.2.3.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Safety 
and Security Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix F of the Draft EIS/EIR), Metro 
conducts outreach and education programs to local businesses and residents to promote 
safety awareness.  

Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan) will require Metro to develop a 
Construction Outreach Plan as part of Metro’s Construction Relation & Mitigation Programs 
in Community Relations in coordination with affected communities and businesses that will 
be implemented by Metro and its contractors during construction of the Project. With 
implementation of Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan), Metro will 
establish a partnership with local jurisdictions, businesses, and residents regarding safety and 
security. 

CC-9-31 Within the City of Maywood, there will be no direct effects to businesses. In jurisdictions 
where businesses are affected by construction of the LPA, per Mitigation Measure COM-1 
(Construction Outreach Plan), Metro will develop a Construction Outreach Plan as part of 
Metro’s Construction Relation & Mitigation Programs in Community Relations in coordination 
with affected communities and businesses. COM-1 will maintain access, coordinate 
construction activities to minimize construction impacts, and provide detour and 
informational signage to businesses and the public to maintain operations during 
construction. 

CC-9-32 See response to comment CC-9-3. 

CC-9-33 See response to comment CC-9-3. 

CC-9-34 Per the definition of Section 4(f) use provided in Chapter 5, Section 5.1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
there will be no Section 4(f) use of any property within the City of Maywood. Chapter 5, Section 
5.1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR defines use of properties that are protected under Section 4(f). The 
LPA will not incorporate any land within the City of Maywood, whether or not that land is 
protected under Section 4(f), either temporarily or permanently into transportation use. 
Furthermore, its proximity impacts will not be so severe at any Section 4(f)-protected property 
within the City of Maywood that the protected activities, features, or attributes that qualify the 
property for protection under Section 4(f) are substantially impaired. Non-Metro public assets 
are treated similarly to private property and any damage sustained during construction would 
be restored to an equal or better condition. 

CC-9-35 See response to comment CC-9-2. 

CC-9-36 The comment regarding Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings is acknowledged. Text 
in Chapter 7 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include City of Maywood attendance at 
TAC meetings. 

CC-9-37 The comment regarding continued coordination is acknowledged. See responses to 
comments CC-9-2, CC-9-17, and CC-9-18. 
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City of Paramount – CC-12 

Comment ID Response 

CC-12-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-12-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station. A financially constrained funding plan is 
currently not available for the extension to Union Station north of the Slauson/A Line Station. 

CC-12-3 See response to comment CC-12-2.  

CC-12-4 See response CR-FIN-1. 

CC-12-5 Figure 1-1 in Chapter 1, Section 1.2.2 has been revised and text has been updated in the Final 
EIS/EIR to clarify jurisdictions within the study area. A label for the City of Long Beach has 
been added, and the label for the City of Hawaiian Gardens has been corrected. 

CC-12-6 The purpose of Chapter 1, Section 1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR is to provide an overall description 
of the 98-square mile WSAB corridor Study Area that extends over 20 miles from downtown 
Los Angeles to the City of Artesia. Section 1.3.1 outlines population and employment 
densities, and the narrative in Section 1.3.2 provides a general summary of the types of activity 
sites within the Study Area, including employment centers. Additional detail, where applicable, 
is provided within the analysis of each environmental topic included in Chapter 4 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Chapter 4, Section 4.1.2, provides a general description of land uses in the affected 
area within the City of Paramount. Section 4.2.2 further characterizes the Paramount 
community and includes employment numbers within 0.5 mile of each station. Section 4.2 
(Communities and Neighborhoods, Section 4.20 (Growth-Inducing Impacts), and Section 4.21 
(Cumulative Impacts) of the Draft EIS/EIR discuss growth and development as it relates to the 
Project. 

CC-12-7 Table 1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR summarizes some of the highest peak-hour travel times along 
three major arterials that are representative of the high-volume north-south and east-west 
streets in the Study Area. Table 3.4 in the Draft EIS/EIR provides a summary of the major 
roadway facilities in the Study Area. In the Final EIS/EIR, Table 3.4 in Chapter 3 has been 
updated to include Paramount Boulevard in the listing of roadways for the City of Paramount. 
The analysis of impacts was not completed for roadway segments, but for individual 
intersections, so the inclusion or exclusion of arterials from these tables did not affect the 
impact analysis. The traffic analysis methodology is summarized in Chapter 3 of the Draft and 
Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-12-8 See response CR-GEN-2 regarding identification of the Bellflower maintenance and storage 
facility (MSF) as a component of the LPA. The Paramount MSF is not part of the LPA, and no 
acquisitions or displacements related to the proposed Paramount MSF site option will occur. 

CC-12-9 See response CR-GEN-2 regarding identification of the Bellflower MSF site. See also response 
to comment CC-12-8.  

The Bellflower MSF is designed in accordance with the Metro Rail Design Criteria, similar to 
other maintenance facilities along Metro’s system, including the Santa Monica Light Rail 
Maintenance Facility. The plans for the MSF facility are included in Appendix B of the Final 
EIS/EIR. Specific facility design, such as building materials and architectural features, will be 
determined during future stages of design.  
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CC-12-10 The I-105/C Line Station concept shown in Figure 2-16 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
illustrates the parking and station access for WSAB at the I-105/C Line Station. Design 
drawings with additional detail for the station, including access, were included in Appendix B 
of the Draft EIS/EIR. Design plans for the C Line infill station were also included in Appendix B 
of the Draft EIS/EIR on sheets T-269 to T-271. Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the 
parking facility at the station was reconfigured, a new driveway to the facility was added at 
Century Boulevard, and Façade Avenue has been modified to an emergency exit only from the 
I-105/C Line infill station (rather than a station entrance and exit). Figure 2-14 in the Final 
EIS/EIR has been updated to reflect these refinements. 

CC-12-11 The comment regarding station elements is acknowledged. The I-105/C Line Station elements 
noted in the comment are correct. 

CC-12-12 Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the park-and-ride facility proposed for the I-105/C Line 
Station was reconfigured. Specifically, the dedicated transit parking on the west side of the 
freight tracks was removed and the parking facility on the east side of the freight tracks was 
expanded to the north. A new driveway to the facility was also added at Century Boulevard. The 
updated figure is included as Figure 2.14 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Nighttime and weekend construction may be required to minimize potential impacts, 
including to traffic on I-105 during the peak travel periods, and to accommodate construction 
scheduling for specific work activities. It has not been determined at this stage in the project 
development process if nighttime construction will be needed at I-105. If nighttime 
construction were to occur, Draft EIS/EIR Mitigation Measure NOI-8 (Noise Control Plan) 
requires Metro to develop a noise control plan to demonstrate compliance with the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) noise criteria and city requirements (this measure is referred to 
as Mitigation Measure NOI-6 in the Final EIS/EIR). If nighttime construction is planned 
between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., an application for a noise variance or construction permit 
will be submitted to the City. 

CC-12-13 Safety and security at all proposed WSAB stations will be consistent with the approaches used 
throughout the Metro system. Metro will follow Metro station design guidelines. See 
responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and 
enforcement.  

CC-12-14 In response to this comment and coordination with the City of Paramount in 2022 and 2023, 
access to and from the I-105/C Line infill station will be via the pedestrian walkway located 
along the new light rail transit bridge (LRT). The access point at Façade Avenue has been 
modified to accommodate emergency egress only.  

Stairs and/or escalators will be provided in addition to elevators in order to maintain transfers 
in the event that the elevators require maintenance.  

These project refinements were included in the analysis in the Final EIS/EIR and do not affect 
the impact conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR.  

Metro Systemwide Station Design guidelines specific to safety and security include guidance 
on sightlines to station stairs/elevators. Pedestrian bridges will be well lit and provide a safe 
crossing for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

CC-12-15 Based on design changes made after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the existing Façade 
Avenue and Arthur Avenue pedestrian bridges will no longer need to be demolished and 
reconstructed as part of the Project.  

See response to comments CC-12-13 and CC-12-14 regarding safety and security.  
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CC-12-16 See response to comment CC-2-10 regarding the modifications to the I-105/C Line Station 
design since the Draft EIS/EIR. Parking has been consolidated along the eastern side of the 
WSAB station, along Century Boulevard and Industrial Avenue. 

See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking. 

Discussion about displacements is provided in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 (Acquisitions and 
Displacement) of the Draft EIS/EIR, and impacts to the surrounding community as it relates 
to displacements is provided in Section 4.2 (Communities and Neighborhoods) of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. The Draft EIS/EIR concluded that the acquisition of commercial and residential 
properties may result in the displacement of several businesses and residents. However, these 
acquisitions and displacements will not affect the overall function of community assets or 
adjacent and surrounding uses, and no community assets would be displaced. Residential 
neighborhoods and community assets would not be isolated, and residential neighborhoods 
and community assets would be maintained. 

CC-12-17 This station will be a key transfer point to the infill C Line Station. Projected boardings at the 
105/C Line Station are high compared to the other project stations along the WSAB alignment, 
supporting the utility of the station beyond a transfer location. The design included in the 
Draft and Final EIS/EIR will require an approximate 700-foot walk between the I-105/C Line 
Station north of Century Boulevard and the infill C Line Station in the median of the I-105. 
Elevators, escalators, and/or stairs will be provided to support transfers between the I-105/C 
Line Station and infill C line Station. Based on coordination with the City of Paramount after 
circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Façade Avenue has been modified to emergency egress only. 
Access and egress to the I-105/C Line infill station will be via vertical circulation elements at 
the LRT bridge.  

CC-12-18 The traffic analysis conducted for the Project is detailed in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report, included as Appendix D of the Draft 
EIS/EIR, and summarized in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The SimTraffic tool considers the 
effects of queues on adjacent intersections. Table 3-14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
summarizes the results of the analysis for the intersections of Paramount 
Boulevard/Rosecrans Avenue (No. 76) and Bianchi Way/Rosecrans Avenue (No. 77). The 
station will be grade separated and, therefore, the LRT tracks will not affect operation of the 
roadway network. Adverse impacts are not identified at either location. 

Refer to response CR-SAF-4 regarding pedestrian safety. 

The queuing analysis is detailed in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report. The results show that queueing is not projected to 
exceed available storage on Rosecrans Avenue. Additionally, Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-
signals and Queue-cutter Signals) and TR PM-2 (Lane Configurations) will minimize the 
potential for vehicle queuing. 

CC-12-19 The station parking at the Paramount/Rosecrans Station is shaded and labeled in Figure 2-17 
in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The figure also identifies the locations where vehicles will 
access the park-and-ride. Additional details are included in the design plans (Sheet A14-001) in 
Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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CC-12-20 Figure 2-32 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified the general locations of freight 
realignment. Design plans for the LRT alignment and locations with freight realignment were 
depicted in Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR. The plans have been updated since circulation of 
the Draft EIS/EIR as a result of coordination with Union Pacific Railroad and the Port of Long 
Beach and Port of Los Angeles. The updated plans are included in Appendix B of the Final 
EIS/EIR. Key updates to freight alignment include swapping the location of freight and LRT 
tracks along the La Habra Branch and updating design to include refinements to the LPA in 
consideration of maintaining freight spur track connections north of Rayo Avenue to the west 
side and just north of Imperial Highway to accommodate a spur connection to the east side.  

As stated in response to comment CC-12-8, the Paramount MSF option is not included as a 
component of the LPA. 

CC-12-21 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-22 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-23 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-24 As stated in Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, bike hubs may include bicycle racks, 
lockers, secure bike parking, and on-call mechanics. 

CC-12-25 Stations will be designed to be consistent with Metro's Systemwide Station Design Standards, 
which has elements of variability to relate the station area to the visual character and identity 
of the surrounding community, including public art and landscaping. Metro will work closely 
with local community arts and culture representatives throughout the implementation of the 
project art program. An art review panel, which will include arts professionals connected to the 
project corridor communities, will make recommendations for the commission of artists. 

CC-12-26 Comment noted. See responses to the City's specific comments related to noise and attendant 
impacts. 

CC-12-27 Updated information on the construction schedule of the LPA is included in Chapter 2, Section 
2.5.2.7, Chapter 3, Section 3.7, and Chapter 4, Section 4.19.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. While the 
Draft and Final EIS/EIR provide general durations based on Project goals and milestones, it is 
not possible at this phase of the Project’s planning process to develop a detailed construction 
schedule. The specific construction schedule will be informed by such factors as the 
availability of the construction contractor(s) workforce, equipment, and materials, value 
engineering, and stakeholder coordination. Specific information on timing will be determined 
by Metro and the construction contractor(s) prior to the start of construction, taking into 
account these and other related factors. Impacts will be in compliance with the Final EIS/EIR. 

Many of the project measures and mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR are applicable to 
the LPA during construction and are not necessarily location specific. However, the Draft 
EIS/EIR concluded that for Alternative 3, adverse and unmitigated impacts could still occur for 
certain topics, including traffic and noise during construction. The Final EIS/EIR presents the 
project measures and mitigation measures specific to the LPA. 
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CC-12-28 As part of Mitigation Measure COM-1 (Construction Outreach Plan), Metro will develop a 
Construction Outreach Plan in coordination with affected communities and businesses. The 
plan will include elements to maintain access to businesses. Additionally, Mitigation Measure 
TRA-20 (Transportation Management Plan[TMP]) (identified as Mitigation Measure TRA-18 in 
the Final EIS/EIR) involves preparation and implementation of a TMP to address construction 
impacts on transportation facilities. The TMP will be developed and coordinated with the 
applicable local jurisdictions. 

Section 5.5.2.1 has been added to the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report and Section 3.4.5 has been added to Chapter 3 of the 
Final EIS/EIR to document the analysis of impacts associated with trucks (vehicular freight). 
The analysis did not identify any substantive changes to traffic patterns or the affected routes 
for heavy trucks and other commercial vehicles during operation of the Project in the City of 
Paramount. There will be no changes to the physical roadway network (e.g., street closures) 
and there will be no adverse effects associated with the changes in delay at intersections in the 
City. Trucks will continue to be restricted to designated truck routes. 

CC-12-29 Appendix A and Appendix B of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Displacements and Acquisitions Impact Analysis Report (Appendix H of the Draft EIS/EIR) 
provides details for each parcel that will be affected by the LPA (referred to as Alternative 3 in 
the Draft EIS/EIR). The information has been updated to reflect design refinements to the LPA 
made since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR. Refer to the updated West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Displacements and Acquisitions Impact Analysis Report for updated 
information. 

Based on the design refinements, two businesses (industrial and automotive) in the City of 
Paramount will be displaced to accommodate the Paramount/Rosecrans Station parking 
facility.  

In-city relocation of businesses and residences was analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR. As 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.8, under subheading “Replacement and Relocation,” a 
gap analysis was “conducted to identify available replacement sites for lease and sale within 
each city and 6 miles of each affected property based on market conditions and vacancy as of 
June/July 2020.” Table 4.3.7 summarizes the gap analysis, which determined that a sufficient 
number of comparable replacement sites are available for automotive and industrial 
businesses in the City of Paramount. 

Chapter 4, Section 4.3.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated based on refinements to the 
LPA and the gap analysis based on market conditions and vacancy as of June/July 2023. Table 
4.3.5 of the Final EIS/EIR summarizes the gap analysis and shows that a sufficient number of 
comparable replacement sites are still available for automotive and industrial businesses in 
the City of Paramount. 

See response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation 
Act. As compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation Act are federal and state 
requirements, they are not considered mitigation.  

CC-12-30 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding transit parking and the spillover parking analysis. As stated 
in Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the demand for parking at the 
Paramount/Rosecrans Station under Alternative 3 would be accommodated with the parking 
supply at this station. Parking demand from the Metro Travel Demand Model was updated in 
Chapter 3, Section 3.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR to include all nine stations along the LPA. 
Consistent with the Draft EIS/EIR, the supply of parking at the Paramount/Rosecrans Station 
will accommodate demand.  

CC-12-31 See response CR-TRA-1 and response to comment CC-12-30. 
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CC-12-32 See response to comment CC-12-7. 

CC-12-33 The traffic operations analysis does not indicate impacts at these two intersections. As the 
comment suggests, the level-of-service remains the same, or in one case, improves because 
the Bianchi Way intersection is changed from four-legged to three-legged. As stated in 
response to comment CC-12-8, the Paramount MSF is not a component of the LPA. 

CC-12-34 As stated in response to comment CC-12-8, the Paramount MSF is not a component of the 
LPA. 

CC-12-35 The design and location of the Paramount Bike Trail has been, and will continue to be, 
coordinated with the City of Paramount as the Project progresses. Pedestrian crossing gates 
are proposed at the Lakewood Boulevard crossing where the bike trail will be relocated to 
prevent illegal crossings, and bicyclist safety will be maintained.  

CC-12-36 See response CR-TRA-1 and response to comment CC-12-30. As stated in Chapter 3, Section 
3.4.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the demand for parking under the LPA (referred to as Alternative 
3) would be 240 spaces at the I-105/C Line Station and 300 spaces at the 
Paramount/Rosecrans Station. Table 3-20 in the Final EIS/EIR includes updated station 
parking demand. The supply of parking at the I-105/C Line Station and Paramount/Rosecrans 
Station will accommodate demand. 

CC-12-37 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-17. 

CC-12-38 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-18. 

CC-12-39 Part of Mitigation Measure LU-1 (Consistency with Bike Plans) discussed in Chapter 4, Section 
4.1.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR requires action by the agency with jurisdiction over the future, 
planned facility. Because elements of the mitigation measure are not within Metro's 
jurisdiction, and may not occur, the analysis conservatively concluded that the Project could 
result in adverse impacts despite identifying this mitigation measure as a means to minimize 
or avoid such impacts. This measure is not deferred mitigation as it states that coordination 
will occur prior to construction and includes the specific performance standard that the 
proposed plan amendments demonstrate that bicycle facilities would be connected during 
Project operation. Please note that the portion of the measure quoted in the comment is 
specific to future, planned facilities and not existing facilities. The mitigation measure states 
that Metro would relocate portions of the Paramount Bike Trail and Bellflower Bike and Trail 
segments. Coordination on the relocation of these bike facilities has been ongoing. 

CC-12-40 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-41 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-17. 

CC-12-42 Design of the LPA was refined after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR in response to comments 
and stakeholder coordination. As a result of these design refinements, implementation of the 
LPA will not result in residential displacements within the City of Paramount. Therefore, the 
residential displacements previously identified within the City in the Draft EIS/EIR are no 
longer identified in the Final EIS/EIR. Temporary construction easements and permanent 
acquisitions will be required along the rear of properties along Arthur Avenue and Façade 
Avenue, but no residential units will be affected by construction and operation of the Project.  

See response CR-DIS-1 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and California Relocation 
Act. 

CC-12-43 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-42. 
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CC-12-44 Information in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 in the Draft EIS/EIR regarding occupants comes from 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s Quick Facts tool (U.S. Census Bureau 2012-2016), which was used 
to determine the average number of persons per household for each city in which residential 
acquisitions are anticipated. This tool was also used to estimate the number of residents 
displaced based on the number of residential units to be acquired. Displaced mobile homes 
were assumed to contain the same number of occupants as the average conventional 
household in the same city. In the Draft EIS/EIR, the estimated number of displaced residents 
was calculated using the average number of household occupants multiplied by the number of 
units displaced. 

As stated in response to CC-12-42, as a result of refinements to the LPA since circulation of 
the Draft EIS/EIR, implementation of the LPA will not result in residential displacements in the 
City of Paramount.  

CC-12-45 See response CR-DIS-2 regarding updates to the acquisition and displacement data for the 
LPA in the Final EIS/EIR. 

Backyards are private open space areas. The loss of residential backyards is not expected to 
adversely affect public open space areas because the function of public open space in the 
surrounding area will not be adversely affected as a result of the Project (as explained in 
Chapter 4, Section of 4.16.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR). 

Metro will comply with the requirements of the relevant local jurisdiction regarding project 
effects on trees. Mitigation Measure BIO-4 (Protected Trees) in the Draft EIS/EIR requires an 
Arborist Study prior to the removal of any protected trees and the preparation of a tree 
protection plan. Under Project Measure BIO PM-3 (LA Metro Tree Policy) (a new project 
measure included in the Final EIS/EIR) the Project will adhere to the LA Metro Tree Policy, 
adopted on October 27, 2022, by the Metro Board of Directors. The policy requires the 
preparation of a tree protection plan identifying tree protection zones for trees designated for 
retention. Where tree removal is required, project design will include an approach that either 
replaces removed trees at a ratio of 2:1 or replaces in-kind with trees that are a minimum size 
of 36-inch standard box (i.e., young trees with a large root ball). Metro will consult with the 
City of Paramount, in addition to community stakeholders, prior to selecting the appropriate 
location for planting replacement trees. This measure is included in Chapter 4, Section 
4.19.3.8 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

The LPA is not expected to degrade air quality. As discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.5.3 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not introduce a new substantial direct source of air pollutant 
emissions. The Project will improve regional air quality by taking passenger vehicle trips off the 
roadway network and encouraging alternative and active modes of transportation. 

CC-12-46 Refer to the response CC-GEN-2. 

CC-12-47 Refer to the response CC-GEN-2. 

CC-12-48 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-363



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-12-49 See response to comment CC-12-8 and CC-12-42. 

Based on design refinements to the LPA since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Table 4.3.2 in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to represent the permanent 
property acquisitions for the LPA. Approximately 48 parcels in the City of Paramount will be 
permanently affected by the LPA; 3 permanent full acquisitions that will be required for the 
Paramount/Rosecrans parking facility and 54 permanent partial acquisitions that will be 
required to accommodate pedestrian access and access roads, permanent aerial easements, 
columns, grade crossings, traction power substations, and LRT track. A total of approximately 
250,600 square feet of land area will need to be permanently acquired for the Project within the 
City of Paramount. 

Table 4.19.4 in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.3 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to represent 
the construction-related property acquisitions for the LPA. Approximately 37 parcels will be 
affected by construction activities; 3 permanent full acquisitions will be required for 
construction laydown areas (that will also be used as the site for the Paramount/Rosecrans 
parking facility) and 37 temporary construction easements will be required for pedestrian 
access and construction easements. A total of approximately 260,500 square feet of land area 
will need to be temporarily acquired for construction. 

It should be noted that “parcels” is not a total sum of the full and partial acquisitions. More 
than one partial acquisition may occur on a single parcel. 

CC-12-50 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-51 Refer to the responses to comments CC-12-8 and CC-12-42. 

CC-12-52 A new visualization of the Paramount/Rosecrans Station has been included in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.4.3.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Chapter 5, Section 5.2.5 of the West Santa Ana Branch 
Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix I 
to the Draft EIS/EIR). Stations will be consistent with Metro’s Systemwide Station Design 
Standards, which include consistent architectural language using high performance, state-of-
the art materials and finishes of materials and elements for a consistent design approach, with 
elements of variability (art and landscaping) to respond to the surrounding community. 
Station areas will be designed to be sensitive to the specific urban context at each station, 
which includes the elements discussed in Table 4.4-7 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR and Table 5.6 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and 
Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report. Per Metro Rail Design Criteria, guideways are required to have 
a consistent design with a size and shape that minimizes its scale and bulk. The scale, color, 
material, texture, and lighting are required to be designed to integrate the LRT into its 
surroundings. The Metro Rail Design Criteria also requires that sustainable landscaping be 
provided for stations and landscaping should add to the character and identity of the existing 
neighborhood and is responsive to and complementary with station architecture, art, signage, 
graphics, and lighting design. Thus, consistent with the conclusions in Table 4.4-8 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR and Table 5.6 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and 
Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report, the Paramount/Rosecrans Station will be compatible with the 
visual character and quality of the Affected Area and will not include features that will detract 
from the visual character and quality of the Affected Area. 

CC-12-53 Metro has a graffiti program that requires removal of graffiti within 24 hours of when it is 
reported and uses anti-graffiti coating where possible. All surfaces within station public areas 
(within the touch zone) will have anti-graffiti coatings. A maintenance agreement will be 
entered into separately between Metro and the City of Paramount once the design is farther 
along. Maintenance discussions will typically start at the 65% to 85% design stages. 

CC-364



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-12-54 Additional text has been added to Mitigation Measure VA-1 (Screening at Somerset Boulevard) 
in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR and Chapter 8, Section 8.2.1 of the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report to 
ensure that, if the existing screening wall and/or landscaping is removed, the replacement 
screening wall and landscaping are at least as decorative in terms of design, materials, and 
screening height as the existing wall and landscaping. 

CC-12-55 The particulate matter emissions presented in the Draft EIS/EIR included vehicle exhaust 
emissions, brake wear emissions, tire wear emissions, and resuspended road dust emissions. 
The average vehicle exhaust emissions will be reduced in the future through fleet turnover and 
newer vehicles meeting more stringent emissions standards. The brake wear, tire wear, and 
resuspended dust emissions do not decrease in future years on an average per-vehicle basis, 
and collectively those emissions make up over 95% of the particulate matter emissions from 
on-road regional vehicle miles traveled (VMT) presented in the Draft EIS/EIR. Therefore, the 
increase in regional VMT produces a proportionate increase in emissions of these dust 
sources that more than offsets the decrease in exhaust emissions from improved fuel 
efficiency and emissions standards. 

The phrase “deposition of dust on roads will be reduced” is intended to describe the action of 
vehicle travel re-suspending dust in the air that has settled on the roadway from a variety of 
sources, including regional sources of particulate matter emissions. In future years, less 
fugitive dust will settle on local roadways if regional particulate matter emissions decline with 
regulatory actions implemented by air pollution control agencies. Regardless, the identified 
phrase is not necessary to support the impact conclusions included in Chapter 4, Section 4.5 
of the Draft EIS/EIR. As discussed in Section 4.5.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the impact analysis 
was completed in accordance with guidance established by the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 

CC-12-56 Indirect air pollutant emissions associated with electric-generating facility operations are not 
included in the air quality analysis for the Project because those emissions are regulated 
through permitting programs run by the SCAQMD or another appropriate permitting agency 
outside of the SCAQMD boundary. Those emissions have already been accounted for in the 
regional emissions inventory, and the Project will not require the expansion of existing 
production levels to meet demand. However, it is customary to account for all direct and 
indirect sources of emissions for the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions assessment; therefore, 
the off-site electricity generation emissions are included in the information presented in 
Chapter 4, Section 4.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-12-57 See response CC-GEN-2.  

The Draft EIS/EIR quantified and disclosed emissions of air pollutants that would be 
generated during operation of both MSF site options, as presented in Table 4.5.15 in Chapter 
4, Section 4.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Operational emissions from the MSF would not exceed any 
applicable regional or localized significance threshold for mass daily emissions established by 
SCAQMD. 

CC-12-58 See response to comment CC-12-57.  
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CC-12-59 The Draft EIS/EIR accounted for indirect GHG emissions resulting from electricity generated 
to power the light rail vehicles. As noted in the GHG emissions analysis, Metro has prepared 
studies and emission inventories that quantify the amount of electricity needed to power a 
light rail line based on revenue miles traveled for the line.  

Annual Metro rail revenue miles traveled, and the associated electricity consumption, were 
used to estimate an average per-revenue-mile consumption factor for Metro rail propulsion in 
the analysis. Table 4.6.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR presents the annual LRT revenue miles that 
would occur with implementation of the Build Alternatives. The GHG emissions analysis 
focused on estimated GHG emissions, rather than presenting the energy consumption 
associated with operation of the LRT corridor. Reporting the annual electricity consumption 
would have been an intermediate step that would not have altered the GHG emissions 
analysis. The calculated electrical consumption factor can be found in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report (Appendix 
K to the Draft EIS/EIR). Underlying calculations determined that LRT corridor operations 
would produce 6.75 pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents (6.75 lbCO2e) per LRT mile 
traveled. 

CC-12-60 See response to comment CC-12-59. 

CC-12-61 The noise analysis was conducted consistent with FTA guidelines, which includes grouping 
similar sensitive receivers (such as a group of single-family residences) into clusters. The 
results of the analysis are applied to the cluster as a whole, as they are representative of what 
will be experienced in that area. 

Figures 4.7-5 through Figure 4.7-11 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified locations of 
LRT noise impacts remaining after mitigation and soundwall locations. Figure 4.7-12 and 
Figure 4.7-13 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identified freight noise impacts after 
mitigation. Additional figures are included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project 
Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR).  

CC-12-62 See response CR-GEN-2. 

CC-12-63 Figures 4.7-5 through Figure 4.7-11 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identify locations of 
LRT noise impacts remaining after mitigation and soundwall locations. Soundwalls are also 
illustrated in the LRT plan set included in Appendix B of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. 
Mitigation Measure NOI-1 notes the approximate location of soundwalls by street as well. 
Additional figures are included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise 
and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR), which 
provides a detailed look at each segment. 

The visual impact analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report (Appendix I of the Draft EIS/EIR) 
included an analysis of how soundwalls would affect visual character, viewer sensitivity, and 
visual quality. The Final EIS/EIR and the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report prepared in support of the Final EIS/EIR have been 
updated to reflect modifications to the soundwalls. Tables in Chapter 4, Section 4.4 of the 
Final EIS/EIR identify the location and height of soundwalls and the corresponding analysis. 
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CC-12-64 Soundwalls are proposed as mitigation to block the sound generated by the wheels as they 
travel over the rail; therefore, the soundwall does not need to be the height of a freight vehicle 
to mitigate for LRT traffic. Refer to the response to comment CC-2-6 regarding mitigation for 
relocated freight tracks. This area is represented by noise receptors N191 through N207 and 
N352. Noise levels before and after mitigation are shown in Table 4.7.11 in Section 4.7.4.2 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR. The soundwalls will reduce noise impacts to less than severe in this area.  

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise-reduction measures. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
incorporates this additional analysis to identify possible additional noise reductions. 
Soundwalls for the relocated freight tracks in this area are anticipated to be heights of 12 to 16 
feet, which will be verified during final design. The analysis included in Section 4.7.4.2 of the 
Final EIS/EIR shows that impacts will be reduced to no impact, with the exception of a 
remaining moderate impact at receptor N352. Corresponding edits have been made in the 
West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report. 
Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft EIS/EIR. Materials such as 
vegetation provide minimal benefit in attenuating noise. 

CC-12-65 Mitigation Measure NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells), included in the Draft EIS/EIR, requires 
approval from the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for implementation; 
therefore, the noise attenuation reductions associated with shrouds was not included in the 
mitigated noise levels identified in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Based on Metro’s 
experience successfully implementing bell shrouds on other transit lines and coordination 
with CPUC subsequent to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measure NOI-4 
(Crossing Signal Bells) has now been incorporated as project measure (NOI PM-1) within the 
Final EIS/EIR and the associated reduction is included in the analysis. Project Measure NOI 
PM-1 (Crossing Signal Bells) remains subject to CPUC approval. 

Field testing of bell shrouds implemented on existing Metro LRT systems has shown bell 
shrouds are effective at controlling crossing-signal noise at the at-grade crossing. As shown in 
Chapter 2, Table 2.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, headways on the WSAB alignment will be reduced 
late at night and in the early morning resulting in reduced occurrences of crossing signal 
noise.  

There are no at-grade crossings with crossing bell noise near Arthur Avenue or Façade Avenue. 
In this particular area, the only at-grade crossing with crossing bell noise is at 
Rosecrans/Paramount. This is over 1,000 feet from Arthur Avenue, but closer to other 
residential uses south of Rose Street. The existing crossing warning devices at that 
intersection provide a good indication of what will be experienced in the future.  

CC-12-66 See response CR-GEN-2. 
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CC-12-67 As shown in the Mitigation Measure NOI-1 (Soundwalls) table in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of 
the Draft EIS/EIR, a soundwall will be located along both sides of the track, typically 8 feet in 
height, between I-105 and the junction near Rosecrans. The proposed soundwalls were also 
depicted in Figure 4.7-13 in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR and on the LRT plans in 
Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR. The walls will likely be a solid sound-blocking wall. Once the 
LRT track transitions to elevated, there will be an 8-foot parapet wall on the retained fill along 
the LRT track then transitioning to a 6-foot wall along the aerial guideway. Refer to the 
response to comment CC-12-64 for information regarding the updated noise analysis in this 
location. 

Project Measure VA PM-8 (Residential Screening for Aerial Structures) has been added to 
Chapter 4, Section 4.4.4.1 of the Final EIS/EIR, as well as Section 8.1.1 of the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Visual and Aesthetic Impact Analysis Report, to provide 
screening elements to limit views of project components on the aerial structures from the 
residential backyards. 

CC-12-68 Construction related to geotechnical, subsurface, and seismic impacts is discussed in Chapter 
4, Section 4.19.3.9 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As stated in this section, potential impacts associated 
with construction will be minimized through compliance with the established design 
standards discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.9 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Adverse effects were not 
identified, and mitigation is not required. As part of Project Measure GEO PM-3 (Geotechnical 
Design [Construction]), described in Section 4.19.3.9 of the Draft EIS/EIR, a number of 
geotechnical design reports are required for the Project in accordance with the Metro Rail 
Design Criteria. The California Department of Transportation and the County of Los Angeles 
Building Code also have design requirements for bridges, aerial structures, and building 
structures. Geotechnical report recommendations would be incorporated into the project 
plans and specifications. The design reports will also provide recommendations to be 
implemented during construction. The construction recommendations will address temporary 
excavations, ground settlement and ground loss, and oil and gas hazards, and will include 
construction monitoring plans.  

CC-12-69 See response CR-GEN-2.  

The statement quoted from Chapter 4, Section 4.10.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR and referenced in 
this comment is accurate; however, the MSF site option located within the City of Paramount 
is not a component of the LPA.  

CC-12-70 See response to comment CC-12-69. 
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CC-12-71 The CARB EMission FACtor (EMFAC) on-road mobile source emissions inventory model is 
updated every few years to account for implementation of adopted regulations in future 
scenario years. However, the state goal established by ratification of the Advanced Clean Cars 
II rule that is referenced in the comment was promulgated in 2020 and only applies to new 
vehicles purchased in the state beginning in 2035. The EMFAC emission factors for on-road 
vehicles used in the Draft EIS/EIR analysis were produced from the EMFAC2017 iteration of 
the model and would not account for the statewide goal in the analysis year of 2042. Therefore, 
the energy savings from on-road vehicle travel as disclosed in Table 4.12.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
are likely conservative estimates in terms of reductions relative to Existing Conditions, given 
that future year petroleum fuels consumption would be reduced on average through 
implementation of the new rule. In preparing the Final EIS/EIR, a thorough review was 
conducted of updates to regulations, available data resources, and analytical tools pertaining 
to the environmental analyses contained within the Draft EIS/EIR. The analysis of changes in 
regional energy resource consumption associated with implementation of the LPA (Alternative 
3) was updated accordingly using newer iterations of the CARB EMFAC model (EMFAC2021) 
and the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod Version 2020.4.0). Energy 
consumption factors within the EMFAC2021 on-road mobile source database account for 
recent regulatory commitments to enhance the prevalence of alternatively fueled vehicles 
throughout the state. 

The estimated annual energy savings in 2042 resulting from implementation of Alternative 3, 
as provided in the Draft EIS/EIR, was 123,011 MMBTU per year. The refined analysis to be 
included within the Final EIS/EIR determined that the LPA would result in an annual energy 
savings benefit of 126,706 MMBTU in 2042 using the updated regulatory model. Therefore, 
the LPA would result in a reduction in energy consumption relative to the No Build Alternative, 
although this represents a small change in overall energy consumption compared to the 
Affected Area for energy, defined in Section 4.12.1.2 as the geographic region served by the 
energy resource suppliers for electricity and natural gas. 

CC-12-72 See response CR-GEN-2. 

Sections 4.13.2 and 4.13.3.2 of Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR summarize the educational, 
technology, and medical facilities identified within the electromagnetic field (EMF) study area 
(defined as the area within 1,000 feet of the project alignment). None of these facilities use 
highly EMF-sensitive equipment. The West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Electromagnetic Field Impact Potential Memorandum (Appendix V to the Draft EIS/EIR) 
provides additional detail on land uses identified within the EMF study area. 

CC-12-73 Refer to CR-GEN-2. 

Effects pursuant to Our Lady of the Rosary Church were evaluated in Chapter 5, Section 5.2.2 
of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources 
Effects Report (circulated as the Revised Preliminary Cultural Resources Effects Report, 
Appendix X of the Draft EIS/EIR) under the heading “Our Lady of the Rosary Church/14813-
14819 Paramount Boulevard, Paramount.” The assessment considered effects pursuant to 
Section 106 and impacts under CEQA from the project alignment and the Paramount MSF site 
option. Results were summarized in Chapter 4, Section 4.14.3.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR under the 
heading “Paramount MSF Site Option.” Located on an urban thoroughfare, Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church is flanked by a drive-in theater and a business park, and it fronts a row of 
smaller commercial and residential properties. Its wider setting includes a variety of land uses 
and densities. Much of the surrounding development postdates the completion of the church 
by decades. The church’s integrity of setting is largely diminished such that the addition of an 
MSF would not have further affected the church’s visual character and setting. 

CC-12-74 Refer to response to comment CC-12-73. 
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CC-12-75 The loss of parking at Paramount Park will not result in adverse impacts; therefore, mitigation 
is not required. As stated in Chapter 4, Section 4.16.3.2, Alternatives 1, 2, and 3 would result in 
the loss of approximately 20 spaces of over 300 total. The remaining 280 on-site parking 
spaces would remain and off-site parking on Paramount Boulevard would not be affected. 
Therefore, the alternatives would not result in an adverse effect related to park parking. 

CC-12-76 Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 and Section 5.2.3.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Safety and Security Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix F of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) have been updated to include evidence-based data supporting the design features.  

See response CR-SAF-4 regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety at the at-grade portions of the 
Project. In addition, many of the at-grade locations along the project alignment incorporate 
safety features that are identified by the Federal Highway Administration as “Proven Safety 
Countermeasures” such as: 

 Medians and pedestrian refuge islands (up to 56 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes) 

 Flashing lights (up to 47 percent reduction in pedestrian crashes)  

These safety features are shown in Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR and Final EIS/EIR. 

As discussed in Sections 4.18.3 and 4.19.3.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in 
adverse effects related to safety and security. 

See response CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and enforcement. Security on the WSAB 
line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s law enforcement and its contractors. 
Therefore, there will be no impact to the City of Paramount’s contracted police services. 

CC-12-77 See response to comment CC-12-8.  

CC-12-78 Construction of the Project requires removal of the existing pedestrian bridge at Paramount 
High School. The Draft EIS/EIR proposed replacing the existing pedestrian bridge with a 
pedestrian undercrossing to maintain safe pedestrian connectivity. Based on stakeholder 
coordination since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the pedestrian bridge will be replaced with 
a new pedestrian bridge rather than an undercrossing. Design of the pedestrian bridge has 
been incorporated into the Final EIS/EIR and is shown on plan sheet T-268 of Appendix B of 
the Final EIS/EIR. This change to a pedestrian bridge was included in the analysis in the Final 
EIS/EIR and does not alter the environmental impact conclusions of the Draft EIS/EIR. This 
change was also discussed during a meeting with the City of Paramount on July 19, 2022, and 
a conceptual exhibit was shared with the City at that time. Per the terms of the Master 
Cooperative Agreement, the City of Paramount will have opportunity to review the design 
plans as design progresses.  

CC-12-79 Although the building is nearly 100 years old, the property is not eligible for listing under the 
National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of Historical Resources criteria 
due to significant alterations to the building, including the replacement of original doors and 
windows and the addition of stucco and brick veneer. The building lacks the necessary 
architectural integrity of materials, feeling, workmanship, and design to qualify for historic 
significance. The construction mitigation measures established in the Draft EIS/EIR will be 
applied as appropriate. 

CC-12-80 In response to this comment, Chapter 3, Section 3.4.8 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit 
Corridor Project Final Parklands and Community Facilities Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix AA of the Draft EIS/EIR), has been updated to state that the Bellflower-Paramount 
Active Transportation Plan and the Bellflower-Paramount Bike and Trail Master Plan are 
complementary documents. This revision does not alter the environmental analysis contained 
in the Draft EIS/EIR.  
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CC-12-81 Not all referenced documents are currently available online. Should a reviewing agency require 
additional supporting information for review, they may contact Metro to obtain copies of 
digitally available documents. 

CC-12-82 In response to this comment, Synchro files have been added as an appendix to the West Santa 
Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. The traffic 
analysis completed for the Draft and Final EIS/EIR considered existing roadway geometry and 
identified the mitigation needed for impacts from the Project, where feasible. No adverse 
impacts were identified in the City of Paramount, and therefore, no mitigation was proposed. 

CC-12-83 The traffic analysis completed for the WSAB Project was based on forecasts to a horizon year 
of 2042. Increases in traffic for future development (i.e., after 2017) were accounted for at a 
regional level by applying growth rates obtained from the Metro Travel Demand Model 
(adapted from the Southern California Association of Governments model). Future projects, 
like the Paramount Petroleum AltAir Renewable Fuels Project, are captured in the ambient 
growth, which was developed from the model outputs. See response CR-GEN-4 regarding 
grade separation.  

CC-12-84 Blank pages in the Final EIS/EIR have been updated to note “This page intentionally left 
blank.” No change has been made to the supporting documents. 

CC-12-85 The tables in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact 
Analysis Report (previously Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) have been revised to note that the 
headways are shown in minutes. 

CC-12-86 The reference to Figure 1-2 in Section 1.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D to the Draft EIS/EIR) is correct. 
The figure includes a photograph of current conditions at the existing Paramount 
Boulevard/Rosecrans Avenue crossing, which provides an example of one of the common 
configurations of at grade crossings illustrated in Figure 1-1. 

CC-12-87 See response to comment CC-12-82 regarding Synchro files. 

Synchro default values, which represent common practice, were used in some cases. 
Consistent values for these input parameters were used to allow for a consistent comparison 
between intersections in different jurisdictions and in future years where both field conditions 
and overall traffic conditions (e.g., improved vehicle technology) may change. 

Specific parameters were: 

 Saturation flow rate: 1,900 vehicles/hour/lane 

 Lane width: 12 feet 

 Grade: 0% 

 Storage length (for pockets): field-measured or from 10% engineering plans, from the end 
of the taper length (full width of pocket) to the limit line 

 Link speed: coded directly based on field speed limit 

 Peak hour factor: 0.92 
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CC-12-88 Train schedules were coded into Synchro’s traffic simulation feature SimTraffic, although there 
are some limitations to the degree of detail of the schedules. To allow for a reasonable and 
accurate representation of the train crossing events for future train operations, a gate down 
event was coded at each train crossing location every 2.5 minutes. This approach represents a 
5-minute headway for trains in both directions. 

It is correct to say that SimTraffic is a stochastic (random) process for vehicular traffic on the 
roads and there are different results with each run. To account for the variations, five 
SimTraffic runs were conducted and the average of the results was reported. 

CC-12-89 Refer to response to comment CC-12-88. 

CC-12-90 Figure 2-4 from the Draft EIS/EIR has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR to depict the LPA 
and better distinguish at-grade from aerial segments. Please refer to Figure 2.3 in Chapter 2 of 
the Final EIS/EIR. 

CC-12-91 Updated parking surveys were conducted on select streets around the Gardendale Station, I-
105/C Line station, and on streets within the City of Paramount. Surveys were conducted 
during non-holiday weekdays in March and May 2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The 
survey time periods were determined based on the surrounding land uses, which in these 
locations were mainly residential, and considered parking restrictions in each neighborhood. 
The results of the parking surveys are presented in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.7 of the Final 
EIS/EIR and Section 4.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report prepared in support of the Final EIS/EIR (previously 
Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR). A visual survey map is included in Appendix A of the report. 

CC-12-92 See responses to comments CC-12-82 and CC-12-87. 

CC-12-93 See response CR-GEN-4 regarding grade separation and response to comment CC-12-83 
regarding the traffic analysis. 

CC-12-94 Refer to the response to comment CC-12-8. 

CC-12-95 As stated in response to comment CC-12-8, the Paramount MSF is not a component of the 
LPA. 

CC-12-96 See response to comment CC-12-35 regarding the safety and design of the bike trail crossing 
at Lakewood Boulevard. 

CC-12-97 See response comment CC-12-36.  

CC-12-98 Refer to response to comment CC-12-36. 

CC-12-99 Refer to response to comment CC-12-27. 

CC-12-100 As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.5 of the Draft EIS/EIR, dust emissions from 
construction activity will be minimized by mandated compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403 
(Fugitive Dust) and Rule 402 (Nuisance). Water trucks are proposed for dust control 
throughout the alignment during construction. Metro will also implement Project Measure AQ 
PM-1 (Metro Green Construction Policy) that requires construction activities to be conducted 
in accordance with Metro’s Green Construction Policy, which includes best management 
practices related to dust control and mitigation strategies, such as the application of water or 
dust suppressants to unpaved areas to maintain soil moisture content and limiting vehicle 
speeds on unpaved areas to 15 mph. The policy requires that trucks or equipment hauling 
material such as debris or any fill material shall be fully covered while operating at, to, and 
from the Metro construction project.  
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Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

City of Paramount – CC-2 

Comment ID Response 

CC-2-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-2-2 The drawing was revised, as the 4-foot dimension described the distance to the edge of the 
existing right-of-way. The minimum clearance between freight and light rail transit (LRT) tracks 
is 20 feet. Minimum clearances are shown in Appendix B of the Final EIS/EIR as approximately 
10 feet to face of wall. 

CC-2-3 The at-grade freight track will not cross under the station platform. Cross Section AO on 
Drawing TX-205 in the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 1 (Appendix B of the 
Draft EIS/EIR) shows the minimum vertical clearance where the freight track goes under the 
elevated LRT guideway (23.5 feet’). The freight track will cross under the guideway northeast of 
the proposed station platform. 

CC-2-4 As shown in the Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR on Drawing Nos. TX-204 and TX-205, fencing 
is provided along the at-grade portions of the alignment to create a physical barrier and 
prevent access. The majority of the segment between Century Boulevard and Rosecrans 
Avenue will have fencing or soundwalls on both sides of the right-of-way, limiting access to the 
corridor. 

CC-2-5 In this location, both a retaining wall and soundwall are identified. The soundwall will be 
located on top of the retaining wall. Soundwalls are located throughout the entire length of 
this section. 

CC-2-6 There will be no change to freight train operation as a result of the WSAB Project. Freight 
trains will not be elevated and will maintain their existing grade. Analysis was conducted for 
relocated freight tracks between approximate Stations 1089+50 to 1121+00.  

Proposed soundwall locations are shown in Figures 4.7-5 through 4.7-11 in the Draft EIS/EIR 
and depicted in more detail on the design plans included in Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR 
and in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact 
Analysis Report (Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Soundwalls to address freight noise were 
included as mitigation in the Draft EIS/EIR. The measure was referred to as Mitigation 
Measure NOI-7 Freight Track Relocation Soundwalls in the Draft EIS/EIR and summarized in 
Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The measure is now referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-
5 in the Final EIS/EIR and described in Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final EIS/EIR. Soundwalls for 
freight track relocation are proposed for the approximate stations of 1089+50 to 1108+00 on 
both sides of the right-of-way. An additional freight wall is proposed along the north side of the 
right-of-way between 1108+00 to 1121+00. The section of elevated guideway that is on retained 
fill will also act as a sound barrier when it is between the freight tracks and the neighborhood. 
Proposed freight soundwalls range in heights from 12 feet to 16 feet to mitigate freight noise 
(pass-by and horn noise) as a result of relocated freight tracks. The soundwalls on the retained 
fill and viaduct range in heights from 6 feet to 8 feet. The required wall heights were calculated 
accounting for receiver height and elevation relative to the height of the freight diesel engines 
and horn.  

CC-2-7 The LRT tracks for the Project and any relocated freight tracks will be continuous welded rail. 
Where noise impacts from LRT passby were identified at sensitive receptors, Mitigation 
Measure NOI-1 (Soundwalls) requires soundwalls at the edge of track or the right-of-way for 
at-grade segments of the Project and along the viaduct where the alignment is aerial, as 
feasible. Mitigation Measure NOI-1 has been updated since the Draft EIS/EIR to reflect 
updates in the noise analysis and project design. See response to comment CC-2-6 for further 
information regarding soundwalls. 
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CC-2-8 As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, Mitigation Measure VIB-1 
(Ballast Mat or Resilient Rail Fasteners) includes the use of ballast mats for ballast and tie 
track and resilient rail fasteners for direct fixation track or other comparable vibration isolation 
techniques for specified locations with vibration impacts. The table included with Mitigation 
Measure VIB-1 in the Draft EIS/EIR identifies ballast mat from Nevada Avenue to Paramount 
High School. Ballast mat locations have been refined in the Final EIS/EIR, but are still 
proposed between Station 1089+00 to 1105+00, near the residential units. Mitigation Measure 
VIB-1 and ballast mat locations are described in Chapter 4, Section 4.7.4.2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR. The potential for vibration impacts has more to do with the existing/relocated freight 
tracks than the future light rail tracks; therefore, resilient fasteners would not be appropriate in 
this area. The locations of ballast mat will be confirmed in final design, but ballast mat is 
planned for the area where freight tracks are relocated. 

CC-2-9 Freight track alignment plans were included in Appendix B – Part 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Design plans for the lead tracks were prepared for the Paramount MSF site option and 
included in Appendix B – Part 1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Refer to response CR-GEN-2 regarding 
identification of the Bellflower MSF as a component of the LPA.  
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City of South Gate – CC-5 

Comment ID Response 

CC-5-1 The comment submission has been reviewed and considered during preparation of the Final 
EIS/EIR. 

CC-5-2 See response CR-GEN-1 regarding identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and 
study of a future extension to LA Union Station, inclusive of a station in Little Tokyo. 

CC-5-3 Refer to response CR-FIN-1. 

CC-5-4 Figure 1-1 in Chapter 1, Section 1.2.2 has been revised and text updated in the Final EIS/EIR to 
clarify jurisdictions within the study area. A label for the City of Long Beach has been added, 
and the label for the City of Hawaiian Gardens has been corrected. 

CC-5-5 Figure 1-4 in Chapter 1, Section 1.4 of the Final EIS/EIR has been updated to include South 
Gate as an “Employment Center.” Chapter 4, Figures 4.1-1 through Figure 4.1-4 in Section 
4.1.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides the generalized land uses within the land use affected area. 
The purpose of Section 1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR is to provide an overall description of the 98-
square-mile WSAB corridor Study Area that extends over 20 miles from downtown Los Angeles 
to the City of Artesia. The narrative in Section 1.3.2 provides a general summary of the types of 
activity sites within the Study Area, including employment centers, and was not the basis for 
the analysis within each environmental topic included in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
Affected areas were identified for each environmental topic to analyze direct impacts that may 
occur as a result of the physical construction and operation of the Project and are discussed in 
each methodology section for each topic and summarized in Table 4.0.1 in Chapter 4 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-5-6 Chapter 1 in the Draft EIS/EIR establishes the Purpose and Need for the Project and provides 
information on the corridor. The information in this chapter is meant to provide context to the 
Purpose and Need of the Project and the project corridor. It is not meant to establish the study 
area for the impact analyses. Chapter 3, Table 3.4 of the Final EIS/EIR and Table 4.1 in Section 
4.2.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis 
Report (previously Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) were updated to include Firestone 
Boulevard as a key arterial in the City of South Gate. The analysis of impacts was not 
completed for roadway segments, but for individual intersections, so the inclusion or 
exclusion of arterials from these tables did not affect the impact analysis. 

The traffic analysis methodology is summarized in Chapter 3, Section 3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
and one of the focus areas is on intersection analysis. The specific intersections selected for 
the traffic analysis considered proximity to at-grade crossings where intersections could 
experience delay due to gate down times; changes to the roadway network; increase in traffic 
due to vehicles accessing or departing park-and-ride facilities; and traffic volumes at each 
intersection. The intersections requested in this comment were reviewed to determine if they 
meet the thresholds for inclusion in the traffic analysis. The LPA will not increase vehicular 
trips at any of these intersections by 50 vehicles or more and, therefore, they were not added 
to the impact analysis or to Table 3.5 which lists the intersections evaluated. 
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Comment ID Response 

CC-5-7 Figure 4.4-4 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR depicts the change in visual 
character and quality at the proposed southwesterly driveway to the Firestone Station surface 
parking lot. The proposed aerial structure at the Firestone Station looking east from Atlantic 
Avenue is depicted in this figure. In addition to this figure, the visual impacts associated with 
the aerial structures are discussed under “Aerial Structures” in Table 4.4.4 in Chapter 4, 
Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The discussion of aerial structures in this table has a 
subheading, “Ardine Street to Rayo Ave (including Firestone Station) and Meadow Dr to South 
Gate/Downey City Boundary” that specifically discusses how the aerial structures will affect 
visual character, viewer sensitivity, and visual quality in the City of South Gate. Additional text 
has been added to this subheading in Table 4.4.4 in Chapter 4, Section 4.4.3.2 of the Final 
EIS/EIR to further specify that the discussion under this subheading pertains to the City of 
South Gate. The bridge structure over the Rio Hondo channel is discussed under “Bridges” in 
Table 4.4.4 in Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Additional text has been added to Table 
4.4.4 of the Final EIS/EIR to specify that the discussion of the bridge structure in this location 
pertains to the City of South Gate. The bridge structure over the Los Angeles River is discussed 
under “Bridges” in Table 4.4.7 in Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Additional text has been 
added to Table 4.4.4 in the Final EIS/EIR to specify that the discussion of the bridge structure 
in this location pertains to the City of South Gate. 

As discussed in Tables 4.4.4 and 4.4.7 in the Draft EIS/EIR, the aerial and bridge structures in 
the City of South Gate are not expected to degrade the visual character of the Affected Area. As 
stated in Section 4.4.3.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the project components will fit the urban 
context, will be consistent with the scale and massing of the surrounding structures, and will 
be visually compatible with the visual character of the Affected Area. Additionally, as discussed 
in Table 4.4.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR for the aerial structure between Ardine Street to Rayo 
Avenue and Meadow to South Gate/Downey city boundary, the scale of the aerial structure will 
be consistent with the surrounding low-rise commercial and industrial structures. Where rail 
right-of-way faces a street right-of-way, the aerial structure will be visible in the foreground but 
will not detract from character and quality of landscape unit due to the industrial character of 
the Affected Area. Viewer groups will have little to no reaction to visual change as the aerial 
structure is in an industrial area. The aerial structure will not change the industrial character 
and quality of the Affected Area.  

As discussed under “Bridges” in Table 4.4.4 and Table 4.4.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR, although the 
scale and massing of the bridges over the Rio Hondo channel and Los Angeles River will be 
larger than the existing bridges, the bridges will be located at the flood-control channels and 
will be compatible and fit with the visual character and context of the concrete-lined flood-
control channels. As discussed in Tables 4.4.4 and Table 4.4.7, while the bridges will be visible, 
viewer groups (motorists on nearby streets) will have little to no reaction to the bridges since 
views of the bridges are fleeting and viewers’ attention and focus are on the road. The 
proposed bridges will not degrade the overall visual character and quality of the Affected Area. 

Potential noise impacts in the City of South Gate are identified in Chapter 4, Figure 4.7-7 and 
Figure 4.7-8 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Graphically, the areas where the light rail will be at-grade 
versus aerial are symbolized in the legend. The profile of the light rail was considered as part 
of the noise analysis. In particular, the noise analysis included adjustments for areas where the 
light rail will be on an aerial structure. Refer to the response to CC-5-41 for additional 
information regarding the noise analysis in South Gate. See Common Response CR-NOI-1 
regarding guidance used for the noise impacts analysis and proposed mitigation measures to 
reduce noise levels during construction and operational activities. 
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CC-5-8 The Firestone Station concept shown in Figure 2-14 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
illustrates the at-grade parking, aerial station, and station access for the Project at the 
Firestone Station. Stairs escalators, and elevators will be provided from the ground level to the 
platform level. Design drawings with additional detail for the station, including access, were 
included in Appendix B of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Station plans were presented and discussed with the City of South Gate during an April 13, 
2023, meeting.  

CC-5-9 See response CR-SAF-4 regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety. As stated in Chapter 2, 
Section 2.5.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, bike hubs are proposed at station locations near bikeways 
based on demand and may include bicycle racks, lockers, secure bike parking, and on-call 
mechanics.  

Additionally, Metro will continue to coordinate with local jurisdictions regarding First/Last 
Mile (FLM) improvements, including pedestrian and bicycle connections, in accordance with 
the Metro First/Last Mile Guidelines. Improvements are focused on specific pedestrian 
connections within 0.5 mile of stations and connections to bike networks within 3 miles of 
stations in coordination with cities and key stakeholders. Cities are responsible for advancing 
the design, environmental clearance (if needed), construction, and maintenance of these 
connections. The FLM plan will be adopted by the Metro Board in parallel with the Final EIR 
certification and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Record of Decision for the Project. 

CC-5-10 The I-105/C Line Station concept shown in Figure 2-16 in Chapter 2 of the Draft EIS/EIR 
illustrates the parking and station access for WSAB at the I-105/C Line Station. Design 
drawings with additional detail for the station, including access, were included in Appendix B 
of the Draft EIS/EIR. Design plans for the C Line infill station were also included in Appendix B 
of the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the park-and-ride facility proposed for the I-105/C Line 
Station was reconfigured. Specifically, the dedicated transit parking on the west side of the 
freight tracks was removed and the parking facility on the east side of the freight tracks was 
expanded to the north. A new driveway to the facility was also added at Century Boulevard. The 
updated figure is included as Figure 2.14 in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Additionally, since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, Façade Avenue has been modified to an 
emergency exit only from the I-105/C Line infill station (rather than a station entrance and 
exit). It should be noted that the demolition and reconstruction of the Façade Avenue and 
Arthur Avenue bridges identified in the Draft EIS/EIR are no longer required to accommodate 
the Project.  

FTA construction noise standards include nighttime standards. Mitigation Measure NOI-8 
(Noise Control Plan) in the Draft EIS/EIR requires Metro to develop a noise control plan that 
will demonstrate how noise criteria will be achieved during construction, and will comply with 
local noise ordinances (this measure is referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-6 [Noise 
Control Plan] in the Final EIS/EIR). If nighttime construction is planned, a noise variance may 
be prepared. Refer to Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.7 of the Draft EIS/EIR for the construction-
related noise analysis and mitigation measure. 

Safety and security at all proposed WSAB stations will be consistent with the approaches used 
throughout the Metro system. Metro will follow Metro station design guidelines.  
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CC-5-11 Since circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, the I-105 ExpressLanes Project received design 
exceptions for outside shoulders along I-105. As a result, the existing Façade Avenue street 
bridge and Arthur Avenue pedestrian bridge will no longer need to be demolished and 
reconstructed as part of the WSAB Project. Additionally, access to and from the I-105/C Line 
infill station will be via the new light rail transit bridge and pedestrian walkway built next to the 
tracks. The access point at Façade Avenue has been modified to accommodate emergency 
egress only and will include an emergency egress gate, stairs, and elevators for emergency use 
only. 

Metro Systemwide Station Design guidelines specific to safety and security include guidance 
on sightlines to station stairs/elevators. Pedestrian bridges will be well lit and will provide a 
safe crossing for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols 
and enforcement. 

CC-5-12 In coordination with the City of South Gate, the I-105/C Line Station parking facility has been 
reconfigured by removing dedicated transit parking on the west side of the freight tracks and 
expanding the parking facility on the east side of the freight tracks to the north. A new driveway 
at Century Boulevard has also been added. The revised parking design and additional driveway 
are included in the Final EIS/EIR. These project refinements will not result in any new or 
substantially more significant impact than identified in the Draft EIS/EIR.  

See response CR-TRA-1 regarding spillover parking. 

CC-5-13 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding additional transit parking and the spillover parking analysis. 

CC-5-14 Chapter 3, Section 3.3.6 of the Final EIS/EIR has been revised to include the Gardendale 
Avenue Class II bike lane on the Major Class II Bikeways list. Additionally, Chapter 4, Section 
4.4 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis 
Report has been revised to include the Gardendale Avenue Class II bike lane to the list of 
Major Class II Bikeways list. Similar to the Draft EIS/EIR, the bike lane will be maintained 
along Gardendale Avenue with implementation of the Project, and environmental conclusions 
are unchanged.  
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CC-5-15 Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2.7 and Chapter 3, Section 3.7.2 of the Final EIS/EIR include updated 
information on the construction schedule for the Project. While the Draft and Final EIS/EIR 
provide general construction durations based on Project goals and milestones, it is not 
possible at this phase of the Project’s planning process to develop a detailed construction 
schedule. The specific construction schedule will be informed by such factors as the 
availability of the construction contractor(s) workforce, equipment, and materials, value 
engineering, and stakeholder coordination. Specific information on timing will be determined 
by Metro and the construction contractor(s) prior to the start of construction, taking into 
account these and other related factors. Impacts will be in compliance with the Final EIS/EIR. 

Many of the project measures and mitigation measures in the Draft EIS/EIR are applicable to 
the Project during construction and are not necessarily location specific. For example, 
Mitigation Measure TRA-18 (Transportation Management Plan) (identified as Mitigation 
Measure TRA-20 in the Draft EIS/EIR) requires the development of a plan to address 
construction impacts on transportation facilities throughout the project corridor, Mitigation 
Measure NOI-6 (Noise Control Plan) (referred to as Mitigation Measure NOI-8 in the Draft 
EIS/EIR) requires the development of a plan to demonstrate how noise criteria will be achieved 
during construction throughout the project corridor, and Mitigation Measure COM-1 
(Construction Outreach Plan) requires the development of a plan to mitigate construction 
impacts to affected communities and businesses along the project corridor. These mitigation 
measures apply over a large area and apply to areas affected by construction of the LPA. 
However, the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that for Alternative 3 (identified as the LPA, or Project), 
adverse and unmitigated impacts could still occur for certain topics, including traffic and noise 
during construction. 

During construction of the Project, Metro and the construction contractor will coordinate with 
all applicable jurisdictional agencies. The development of the Transportation Management 
Plan (Mitigation Measure TRA-18) will begin during the next design phase of the Project with 
input from the jurisdictional agencies, and the plan will be implemented during construction.  

CC-5-16 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding additional transit parking and the spillover parking analysis. 
The spillover parking analysis has been updated in the Final EIS/EIR to include stations that 
do not provide transit parking, including the Gardendale Station. Table 3.19 in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.4.4 of the Final EIS/EIR notes that the projected 2042 transit parking demand at the 
Gardendale Station is 200 spaces. At stations where transit parking is not provided, it is 
assumed that demand will shift to the stations with transit parking. The Firestone Station and 
I-105/C Line station, nearest to the Gardendale Station, are projected to have excess parking 
supply. 

With implementation of Mitigation Measure TRA-20 (Parking Mitigation Program 
[Permanent]) in the Final EIS/EIR (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-22 in Chapter 3, 
Section 3.5.2.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR), Metro will coordinate with local jurisdictions to address 
the physical loss of public parking spaces resulting from implementation of the LPA. 
Strategies could include, but not be limited to, restriping the existing street to allow for 
diagonal parking, reducing the number of restricted parking areas, and adjusting the time 
limits for on-street parking. Mitigation Measure TRA-20 has been updated in the Final EIS/EIR 
to include utilizing remnants of parcels acquired for off-street parking as an additional strategy 
that could be considered. Mitigation Measure TRA-19 (Parking Monitoring and Community 
Outreach) in the Final EIS/EIR (referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-21 in the Draft 
EIS/EIR), requires Metro to complete surveys within 0.5 mile of all WSAB stations prior to and 
after project opening. Metro will coordinate with the City as applicable based on the results of 
those surveys. 

CC-5-17 See response CR-TRA-1 regarding the spillover parking analysis which has been updated in the 
Final EIS/EIR and response to comment CC-5-16. 

CC-427



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-5-18 Additional on-street parking surveys were conducted on select streets near the Firestone 
Station and Gardendale Station (e.g., Salt Lake Avenue, Ardine Street, Gardendale Street, 
Monroe Avenue, Center Street and Industrial Avenue) during non-holiday weekdays in March 
and May 2023 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 
8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., and 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. The survey time periods 
were determined based on the surrounding land uses and considered parking restrictions in 
each neighborhood. The results of the parking surveys are presented in Chapter 3, Section 
3.3.7 of the Final EIS/EIR and Section 4.5.1 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Transportation Impact Analysis Report. A visual survey map is included in Appendix 
A of the report. 

CC-5-19 The streets mentioned in the comment were included in the construction analysis. Specifically, 
Table 3.51 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR identifies the construction impacts to these roads, 
which include lane-width reductions to accommodate construction of a modified median and 
grade separation column, with intermittent full-road closures typically during the night. 

CC-5-20 See responses to comments CC-5-12, CC-5-13, and CC-5-16. 
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CC-5-21 The Land Use Consistency analysis in Chapter 4, Section 4.1.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR discusses 
project consistency with applicable land use plans and their objectives, goals, and policies. 
The Draft EIS/EIR concluded that the Project will be consistent with applicable goals, 
objectives, and policies related to alternative transportation, public transportation, and future 
growth in transit identified in the general plans, community plans, specific plans, master 
plans, and bicycle master plans of the affected local jurisdictions.  

As stated in response to comment CC-5-10, parking at the I-105/C Line Station has been 
modified since the Draft EIS/EIR. Based on the project refinements and updated analysis in 
the Final EIS/EIR, the LPA will permanently affect approximately 56 parcels in the City of South 
Gate; 15 permanent full acquisitions and 53 permanent partial acquisitions are required to 
support the LPA. Approximately 19 businesses will be permanently affected by the LPA. 
Construction activities will temporarily affect approximately 60 parcels in the City of South 
Gate; 10 full acquisitions and 62 temporary construction easements are required for 
construction laydown, construction easements, and temporary pedestrian access. 
Approximately 4 parcels in the City of South Gate will be permanently affected to 
accommodate the I-105/C Line Station and associated parking facility. These parcels will 
require a full acquisition and will also be used for construction laydown. It should be noted 
that “parcels” is not a total sum of the full and partial acquisitions. More than one partial 
acquisition may occur on a single parcel.  

The updated analysis is included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Displacements and Acquisitions Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix H to the Draft 
EIS/EIR) and summarized in Section 4.3 of the Final EIS/EIR. 

Discussion about displacements is provided in Section 4.3, and impacts to the surrounding 
community as it relates to displacements is provided in Section 4.2 in Chapter 4 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Section 4.2.3.2 under the subheading “Acquisition and Displacement” in the Draft 
EIS/EIR discussed impacts to communities as a result of property acquisitions. The Draft 
EIS/EIR concluded that the acquisition of commercial and residential properties may result in 
the displacement of several businesses and residents. However, these acquisitions and 
displacements will not affect the overall function of community assets or adjacent and 
surrounding uses, and no community assets will be displaced. Residential neighborhoods and 
community assets will not be isolated, and residential neighborhoods and community assets 
will be maintained. The Project refinements do not alter this conclusion, and new adverse 
effects will not occur because the Project will comply with the Uniform Act and California 
Relocation Act. 

See responses CR-DIS-1 and CR-DIS-2 regarding compliance with the Uniform Act and 
California Relocation Act and updates to the acquisition and displacement data for the LPA. 

CC-5-22 Analysis at the I-105/C Line Station included evaluation of potential impacts in the vicinity of 
the station related to the at-grade crossing and station access. Consistent with the traffic 
analysis approach, intersection analysis was conducted at 8 intersections: Intersections 68 to 
75 (see Table 3.14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIS/EIR). Impacts and potential mitigations were 
assessed. Intersections 68 (Gardendale Street/Center Street) and 70 (Gardendale 
Street/Industrial Street) were identified as having adverse effects; feasible mitigation measures 
were identified. These mitigation measures are identified as TRA-13 (Gardendale Street/Center 
Street) and TRA-14 (Gardendale Street/Industrial Avenue) in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.2.1 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR (referred to as TRA-11 and TRA-12 in the Final EIS/EIR). With implementation of 
Mitigation Measures TRA-13 and TRA-14, adverse impacts at these intersections will not 
occur.  
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CC-5-23 See responses CR-SAF-1 regarding safety and security and CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols 
and enforcement, as well as responses to comments CC-5-10 and CC-5-11. 

Per Section 6 of the Metro Rail Design Criteria (MRDC), stairs, elevators and escalators will be 
situated to carry passengers directly to the platform at a location convenient for boarding their 
particular train. These vertical elements will be strategically located at all levels to make this 
direct route possible. The capacity of these vertical elements at each station will be designed 
to meet the anticipated passenger demand at each station. In addition, the stairs and 
escalations will be well-lit per illumination identified in the MRDC.  

Safety and security at all proposed WSAB stations will be consistent with the approaches used 
throughout the Metro system. The LPA will be designed to include security features such as 
lighting, surveillance, CCTV, access control, and emergency call boxes to reduce the potential 
for crime, and stations will be consistent with Metro’s Systemwide Station Design Standards, 
which include safety and security guidance. Guidelines specific to safety and security include 
guidance on sightlines to station stairs/elevators. 

CC-5-24 Refer to response CR-SAF-4 regarding motorist safety. 

The modifications to intersection turning movements and prohibitions around the I-105/C 
Line Station requested in the comment are not considered as mitigation strategies for traffic 
impacts, primarily because most of them could increase delay. 

Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final 
Transportation Impact Analysis Report (Appendix D of the Draft EIS/EIR) addresses active 
transportation impacts, with a focus on where bicycle and pedestrian facilities will be removed 
or relocated. The impact analysis did not find the potential for increased traffic in the vicinity 
of the stations to result in negative effects to bicycle and pedestrian traffic.  

The Main/Garfield and Garfield/Century intersections were not analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR 
because the Project will not add 50 or more trips to those intersections, which was a threshold 
for inclusion in the traffic analysis; see the response to comment CC-5-6 regarding the traffic 
methodology. 

The traffic analysis did include select intersections along the segments of Paramount, Garfield, 
Gardendale, and Century noted in the comment. The intersections included in the traffic 
analysis are shown in Chapter 3, Table 3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR. The criteria for selecting 
intersections are also described in the response to comment CC-5-6. For those intersections 
where adverse effects were identified, mitigation measures were identified. Turning 
restrictions (which often have secondary effects) were not needed to address those effects. 
Refer also to the response to CC-5-22 regarding mitigation identified within the City of South 
Gate.  

In coordination with the City of South Gate after circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, an additional 
driveway at Century Boulevard was added to the I-105/C Line Station park-and-ride facility. 
This driveway is included in the Final EIS/EIR. This project refinement was included in the 
analysis in the Final EIS/EIR and does not alter the environmental conclusions of the Draft 
EIS/EIR.  

CC-5-25 Consistent with Metro standard practice and as discussed with the city, Metro will consider 
repaving streets if they were used for haul routes during construction and the pavement 
deteriorates as a result of construction vehicles. During operation of the LPA, additional traffic 
accessing the station will largely be automobiles, which will have a minimal impact on 
pavement life.  
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CC-5-26 See response to comment CC-5-12 regarding parking. Metro will coordinate with the City on 
parking management as applicable based on the result of the surveys conducted per 
Mitigation Measure TRA-19 (Parking Monitoring and Community Outreach) in the Final 
EIS/EIR, referred to as Mitigation Measure TRA-21 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

CC-5-27 The LPA does not involve reconstructing Century Boulevard from the Los Angeles River Bike 
Trail to the I-105/C Line Station. Modifications along Century Boulevard will specifically focus 
on the area that will be affected by the LPA, such as the area within approximately one block 
east and west of the alignment. The LPA will include a wide range of features to enhance active 
transportation facilities for the benefit of users, including physical improvements (e.g., barriers 
and gates), channelization and signing, illumination, and other design improvements that will 
enhance user experience and security. Improvements on Century Boulevard that are not 
associated with the LPA are outside the scope of the Project. 

CC-5-28 Prior to opening a new rail transit line, Metro completes a bus-rail interface study. As part of 
this study, Metro coordinates with other jurisdictions and transit service providers to 
determine if adjustments are needed to existing or planned bus routes to align with the service 
provided by the new rail transit line. This study occurs closer to opening in order to ensure 
that adjustments to bus services reflect the population, employment, and ridership demand in 
the service area. Preparing that study at this time would be speculative, particularly in light of 
the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Future changes or additions to bus service 
would follow the requirements of the applicable agency prior to implementation. Therefore, 
due to the speculative nature of future bus operation needs, the specifications of the bus bays, 
including the precise location and number of bus bays, will need to be further determined and 
evaluated during future stages of the design, prior to opening. 

CC-5-29 The traffic analysis of the Azalea/Atlantic intersection (No. 62) indicated that the Project will 
not result in adverse effects. The intersection will operate at level of service (LOS) B in both 
peak periods with the Project in the 2042 horizon year (see Table 3.14 in Chapter 3 of the Draft 
EIS/EIR). 

There is no parking facility proposed along Firestone Boulevard. The dedicated transit parking 
will be located east of Atlantic Avenue and south of Patata Street/Salt Lake Avenue. Under 
existing conditions there are no bus stops immediately adjacent to the station parking. Refer 
to response to comment CC-5-28 regarding the bus-rail interface study. 
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CC-5-30 The northerly driveway along Atlantic Avenue will be a right in and right out. Southbound left 
turns will not be accommodated due to the raised median. 

The Atlantic/Firestone intersection was analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR to determine if the 
Project will result in adverse impacts on traffic. While this intersection (No. 63) will operate at 
LOS F in both peak periods with the Project in 2042, the increases in delay (1.2 seconds in the 
AM peak and 1.6 seconds in the PM peak) do not meet the criteria for adverse effects (see 
Chapter 3, Table 3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR for LOS and delay and Section 3.2.1 for the 
thresholds established to identify adverse effects). The changes in delay will result from 
vehicles accessing the station; the WSAB tracks will be grade-separated on both Atlantic 
Avenue and Firestone Boulevard. 

The light rail transit (LRT) will cross Firestone Boulevard on an elevated structure and the 
Project will not change the operation or frequency of freight. Based on the information 
provided below, a new access point is not needed as mitigation because impacts at the 
Atlantic/Azalea intersection spilling back to the freight tracks are not anticipated. 

The Atlantic/Salt Lake Avenue intersection (No. 61) was analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR to 
determine if the Project will result in adverse effects on traffic. This intersection will operate at 
LOS D/F in the AM/PM peak periods, respectively, with operation of the Project. The increases 
in delay (1.8 seconds in the AM peak and 0.5 second in the PM peak) do not meet the criteria 
for adverse effects (see Table 3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR for LOS and delay and Section 3.2.1 for 
the thresholds established to identify adverse effects). The changes in delay will result from 
vehicles accessing the station; the WSAB tracks will be grade-separated on both Atlantic 
Avenue and Firestone Boulevard. 

CC-5-31 The cumulative analysis presented in the Draft EIS/EIR follows the methodology prescribed by 
the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Section 15130 that states that the 
cumulative impacts can be based on a “summary of projections contained in an adopted local, 
regional, or statewide plan, or related planning document that describes or evaluates 
conditions contributing to the cumulative effect.” This projection assumed in the Southern 
California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2016-2020 Regional Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy includes changes in jurisdictions within the project 
study area that are expected to take the form of new development, expansion of existing 
development, redevelopment/demolition, and intensification of land use densities.  

Although the potential development proposed at 4959 Patata Street and 5037 Patata Street, as 
referenced by the commentor, is not specifically listed in the Draft EIS/EIR, projected growth 
in the City of South Gate and the SCAG region are considered in the cumulative analysis. 
Discussed in detail in Chapter 4, Section 4.21.2.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, “…in most of the 
corridor jurisdictions, these changes have been anticipated and are incorporated into local 
planning processes, including the initiation and/or adoption of specific plans or transit-
oriented communities anticipating the Project among other changes.” 

CC-5-32 All four intersections cited in the comment were analyzed to determine if the Project will result 
in traffic impacts (see Table 3.14 of the Draft EIS/EIR [intersection Nos. 61, 62, 63, and 64]). 
The Synchro model was coded based on existing signal timing plans that show coordination 
between these four intersections. No adverse effects were identified as compared to the No 
Build Alternative (2042). Potential modifications to the traffic signal coordination system will 
be addressed as the design advances. Per the Master Cooperative Agreement, design plans 
will be provided to the City for review. 
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CC-5-33 As stated in Chapter 3, Section 3.7.1, and Chapter 4, Section 4.19.2.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
construction of the WSAB stations will involve installation of station furnishings, including 
canopies, railings, lighting, seating, signage, artwork, bike racks, and fare vending equipment. 
Station amenities will be consistent with Metro's Systemwide Station Design Standards, which 
provides guidance on the design of station furnishings, and other station amenities. As stated 
in Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2 of the Draft EIS/EIR, bike hubs are proposed at station locations 
near bikeways based on demand and may include bicycle racks, lockers, secure bike parking, 
and on-call mechanics.  

CC-5-34 While the Gardendale/Center intersection will be modified to a signalized intersection, the 
Gardendale/Dakota intersection will not be a signalized pedestrian crossing, so no signal 
coordination is needed. 

Project Measure TR PM-1 (Pre-signals and Queue-cutter Signals) provides that the Project will 
install pre-signals and queue-cutter signal accordingly to discourage vehicles from stopping on 
the tracks. See Plan Sheet CS-207 in Appendix B for the grade crossing drawing at this 
location. A pre-signal will be provided at this location. 

CC-5-35 Refer to the response to comment CC-5-21 regarding acquisitions in the City of South Gate, 
including for the I-105/C Line Station and park-and-ride facility. Generally, the properties 
located along Mason Street are identified as full acquisitions if the structure is affected. The 
parking lot at the corner of Imperial Highway and Garfield Place is no longer proposed as a 
construction laydown area. A minor acquisition will still be required for grade crossing 
modifications, but the parking lot will remain. 

Metro will coordinate with the City of South Gate per an executed Master Cooperative 
Agreement, which will provide the City of South Gate with the opportunity to review design 
packages and provide comments. Additionally, Metro has provided and continues to provide 
extensive coordination with the City of South Gate as it relates to project design. 

CC-5-36 The Project will require modifications to the access road and sidewalks to the west of the new 
development at the 10920 Garfield Avenue property (APN 6234-005-014) to accommodate an 
at-grade crossing. The structure on the property will not be affected and relocation is not 
anticipated. Coordination in support of property acquisitions will begin after the Record of 
Decision is issued for the Project.  
Regarding potential noise and vibration impacts, the residential property is included in the 
Final EIS/EIR as noise clusters N369 to N376 and vibration cluster V235. Noise 
measurements were conducted at the subject property and transit noise levels were predicted 
to potentially result in moderate and severe impacts without mitigation. An 8-foot soundwall 
will be implemented along the aerial structure and retained fill to mitigate noise impacts. The 
soundwall will reduce noise levels to below the FTA noise impact criteria and no noise impacts 
will remain. Vibration levels were determined to be below the FTA vibration impact criteria and 
no impact will occur. 

CC-5-37 To the extent possible, the Project has been, and will continue to be, designed to avoid 
conflicts with existing major utilities. However, relocation, modification, or protection of 
utilities in place may still be required. The Project includes construction of new utility facilities 
as needed to support operation of the Project (e.g., connection of traction power substations 
to the electricity substations). Upsizing of facilities beyond that needed for the Project would 
be considered a betterment and is not part of the Purpose and Need of the Project. 

CC-5-38 See response to comment CC-5-16. 

CC-433



  

 

West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project   

Comment Responses: (Corridor Cities)  

Comment ID Response 

CC-5-39 The particulate matter emissions presented in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS/EIR included vehicle 
exhaust emissions, brake wear emissions, tire wear emissions, and resuspended road dust 
emissions. The average vehicle exhaust emissions will be reduced in the future through fleet 
turnover and newer vehicles meeting more stringent emissions standards. The brake wear, tire 
wear, and resuspended dust emissions do not decrease in future years on an average per-
vehicle basis, and collectively those emissions make up over 95 percent of the particulate 
matter emissions from on-road regional vehicle miles traveled (VMT) presented in the Draft 
EIS/EIR. Therefore, the increase in regional VMT produces a proportionate increase in 
emissions of these dust sources that more than offsets the decrease in exhaust emissions 
from improved fuel efficiency and emissions standards. 

Indirect air pollutant emissions associated with electric-generating facility operations are not 
included in the air quality analysis for the Project because those emissions are regulated 
through permitting programs administered by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District (SCAQMD) or another appropriate permitting agency outside of the SCAQMD 
boundary. Those emissions have already been accounted for in the regional emissions 
inventory, and the Project will not require the expansion of existing production levels to meet 
demand. However, it is customary to account for all direct and indirect sources of emissions 
for the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions assessment; therefore, the off-site electricity 
generation emissions are included in the GHG emissions analysis. 

CC-5-40 The Draft EIS/EIR accounted for indirect GHG emissions resulting from electricity generated 
to power the light rail vehicles. A detailed analysis of the total electricity needed to power the 
transit line was not available when the emissions analysis was completed for the Draft 
EIS/EIR. However, as noted in the GHG emissions analysis, Metro has prepared studies and 
emission inventories that quantify the amount of electricity needed to power a light rail line 
based on revenue miles traveled for the line. 

Annual Metro rail revenue miles traveled, and the associated electricity consumption, were 
used to estimate an average per-revenue-mile consumption factor for Metro rail propulsion in 
the analysis. Table 4.6.2 in Chapter 4, Section 4.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR presents the annual LRT 
revenue miles that would occur with implementation of the Build Alternatives. The GHG 
emissions analysis focused on estimated GHG emissions rather than presenting the energy 
consumption associated with operation of the LRT corridor. Disclosing the annual electricity 
consumption would have been an intermediate step that would not have altered the GHG 
emissions analysis. The calculated electrical consumption factor can be found in the West 
Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Analysis Report 
(Appendix K to the Draft EIS/EIR). Underlying calculations determined that LRT corridor 
operations would produce 6.75 pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents (6.75 lbCO2e) per LRT 
mile traveled. The analysis has been updated for the Final EIS/EIR using CalEEMod Version 
2020.4.0 (CAPCOA 2021) and the EMFAC2021 mobile source emissions model. The updated 
results are included in Chapter 4, Section 4.6 of the Final EIS/EIR. Impact conclusions remain 
unchanged from the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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CC-5-41 The noise analysis was conducted consistent with FTA guidelines, which include grouping 
similar sensitive receivers (such as a group of single-family residences) into clusters. The 
results of the analysis are applied to the cluster as a whole, as they are representative of what 
will be experienced in that area. 

Figures 4.7-5 through Figure 4.7-11 in Section 4.7.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR identify locations of 
LRT noise impacts remaining after mitigation and soundwall locations. Soundwalls are also 
illustrated in the LRT plan set included in Appendix B of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. 
Mitigation Measure NOI-1 notes the approximate location of soundwalls by street as well. 
There will be no breaks in the soundwall except for at-grade crossings where traffic and 
pedestrian access must be maintained or where there is no noise impact to adjacent receivers. 
Additional figures are included in the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise 
and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR), which 
provides a detailed look at each segment. 

Mitigation Measure NOI-4 (Crossing Signal Bells) has been recommended for at-grade 
crossings with residual impacts, but conservatively the associated reduction was not 
accounted for in the Draft EIS/EIR analysis as this mitigation measure requires additional 
approval before being implemented. Based on Metro’s experience successfully implementing 
bell shrouds on other transit lines and coordination with the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) subsequent to circulation of the Draft EIS/EIR, NOI-4 (Crossing Signal 
Bells) has now been incorporated as Project measure (NOI PM-1) within the Final EIS/EIR and 
the associated reduction is included in the analysis. Field testing of bell shrouds implemented 
on existing Metro LRT systems has shown bell shrouds are effective at keeping crossing signal 
noise at the at-grade crossing. As shown in Chapter 2, Table 2.6 of the Draft EIS/EIR, 
headways along the WSAB alignment will be reduced late at night and in the early morning 
periods resulting in reduced occurrences of crossing signal noise. Project Measures NOI PM-1 
(Crossing Signal Bell Shrouds) and NOI PM-2 (Gate-Down-Bell-Stop Variance) remain subject 
to CPUC approval. 

Regarding freight trains, Metro is coordinating with the Union Pacific Railroad to reduce noise 
where Metro has substantially relocated existing freight tracks. Mitigation Measure NOI-5 
(Freight Track Relocation Soundwalls) in the Final EIS/EIR includes a provision for soundwalls 
specific to freight train noise. This measure was previously referred to as Mitigation Measure 
NOI-7 in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

The establishment of Quiet Zones is applicable to freight rail and not light rail transit.  

Additional analysis has been prepared since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible additional 
noise reduction measures. The noise analysis in Section 4.7.3 and 4.7.4 of the Final EIS/EIR 
incorporates additional analysis completed since the Draft EIS/EIR to identify possible 
additional noise reductions. Corresponding edits have been made in the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project Final Noise and Vibration Impact Analysis Report (previously 
Appendix M of the Draft EIS/EIR). Residual noise impacts have been reduced since the Draft 
EIS/EIR. 
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CC-5-42 Construction-related impacts to geotechnical, subsurface, and seismic resources are 
discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.19.3.9 of the Draft EIS/EIR. As stated in this section, 
potential impacts associated with construction will be minimized through compliance with the 
established design standards discussed in Section 4.9.1 of the Draft EIS/EIR. Adverse effects 
were not identified, and mitigation is not required. As part of Project Measure GEO PM-3 
(Geotechnical Design [Construction]), a number of geotechnical design reports are required as 
design of the Project advances in accordance with the Metro Rail Design Criteria. The 
California Department of Transportation and the County of Los Angeles Building Code also 
have design requirements for bridges, aerial structures, and building structures. Geotechnical 
report recommendations will be incorporated into the project plans and specifications. The 
design reports will also provide recommendations to be implemented during construction. 
The construction recommendations will address temporary excavations, ground settlement 
and ground loss, and oil and gas hazards, and will include construction monitoring plans. 
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CC-5-43 Table 4.12.4 in Chapter 4, Section 4.12 of the Draft EIS/EIR stated that implementation of 
Alternative 1 would reduce annual regional energy resource consumption by 626,621 
MMBTU/year, that implementation of Alternative 2 would reduce consumption by 515,569 
MMBTU/year, and that implementation of Alternative 3 would reduce consumption by 
123,011 MMBTU/year. Alternative 3 was identified as the LPA. 

The Draft EIS/EIR analysis indicated that the total direct energy consumption for the LPA 
would be 10,664 MMBTU (LRT/Station Energy) + 7,652 MMBTU (MSF Operations) = 18,316 
MMBTU. The indirect energy savings from the reduction in regional on-road vehicle travel 
resulting from increased transit ridership would be-141,307 MMBTU. Therefore, the annual 
energy savings represents approximately 770% of the direct energy consumption. The energy 
savings is 7.7 times the magnitude of the energy expenditure, for a net energy savings of 
123,011 MMBTU. This amount of energy savings is substantial and reflects one aspect of the 
LPA’s environmental benefit. 

CARB’s EMission FACtor (EMFAC) on-road mobile source emissions inventory model is 
updated every few years to account for implementation of adopted regulations in future 
scenario years. However, the state goal established by ratification of the Advanced Clean Cars 
II rule that is referenced in the comment (Executive Order N-79-20) was promulgated in 2020 
and therefore would not be reflected in the EMFAC regional vehicle fleet for scenario years 
prior to 2020. The EMFAC emission factors for on-road vehicles used in the Draft EIS/EIR 
analysis were produced from the EMFAC2017 iteration of the model and would not account 
for the statewide goal in the analysis year of 2042. The energy savings from on-road vehicle 
travel as described in Table 4.12.4 of the Draft EIS/EIR are likely conservative estimates in 
terms of reductions relative to existing conditions, given that future year petroleum fuels 
consumption would be reduced on average within the regional on-road vehicle fleet through 
implementation of the new rule. 

The analysis of energy resource consumption associated with the LPA was updated during 
preparation of the Final EIS/EIR. The updated analysis used the latest version of EMFAC 
available, which is EMFAC2021, to revise estimates of petroleum fuels consumption from on-
road vehicles in the operational year of 2042. The EMFAC2021 software accounts for induced 
changes to the regional on-road vehicle fleet that will result from industry adjustment to 
Executive Order N-79-20. To note, because the requirement of having 100 percent of in-state 
sales of new passenger cars and trucks meeting zero-emission standards culminates in 2035, 
the EMFAC database assumes that market penetration of zero-emission vehicles will occur 
gradually and accelerate in future years as they become more commercially available. 

As described in Chapter 4, Section 4.12 of the Final EIS/EIR, using the EMFAC2021 fuel 
consumption factors, the net annual energy savings for the LPA will be 86,060 MMBTU/year. 
This reduction is smaller than the reduction described in the Draft EIS/EIR analysis in part 
because EMFAC2021 accounts for the market penetration of alternatively fueled and zero-
emission vehicles spurred by EO N-79-20, which means that on average the vehicles will be 
using less petroleum transportation fuels on a per-mile basis in 2042 than if the rule had not 
been promulgated. Therefore, even after accounting for the fleetwide reduction in petroleum 
transportation fuels use resulting from EO N-79-20, the LPA energy savings from decreased 
on-road vehicle travel (157,520 MMBTU) will be much greater than the annual direct energy 
expenditure of the LPA (71,460 MMBTU). Implementation of the LPA will not interfere with 
statewide efforts to advance zero-emission vehicle technologies. 
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CC-5-44 Chapter 4, Section 4.18.3.2 and Section 5.2.3 of the West Santa Ana Branch Transit Corridor 
Project Final Safety and Security Impact Analysis Report (previously Appendix F of the Draft 
EIS/EIR) have been updated to include evidence-based data supporting the design features.  

See response CR-SAF-4 regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety at the at-grade portions of the 
Project. In addition, many of the at-grade locations will incorporate safety features that are 
identified by the Federal Highway Administration as Proven Safety Countermeasures, such as: 

 Medians and pedestrian refuge islands (up to 56% reduction in pedestrian crashes) 

 Flashing lights (up to 47% reduction in pedestrian crashes)  

These safety features are shown in the Final Advanced Conceptual Alignment Design Part 2 
(Appendix B of the Draft and Final EIS/EIR). 

As discussed in Sections 4.18.3 and 4.19.3.18 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the Project will not result in 
adverse effects related to safety and security. 

Metro examines safe connections to the surrounding community as part of the First/Last Mile 
(FLM) plan. FLM planning efforts focus on specific pedestrian connections within 0.5 mile of 
stations and connections to bike networks within 3 miles of stations in coordination with cities 
and key stakeholders.  

See response CR-SAF-3 regarding security patrols and enforcement. Security on the WSAB 
line, including at stations, will be provided by Metro’s law enforcement and its contractors. 

CC-5-45 See responses to comments JPA-1-1 through JPA-1-171 submitted by Eco-Rapid Transit. These 
responses are included in Appendix D of the Final EIS/EIR. 
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