
 

 

     

 

SUBJECT:  Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2016112028 

Project Title:  Farrell Stream Crossings, Water Diversion, Ponds, and Restoration Project (Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreement No. 1600-2020-0147-R1) 

Project Location: The project is located within the Eel River watershed, approximately 14.1 miles north of the town of 
Laytonville, County of Mendocino, State of California; Sections 33 & 34, T 24N, R 15W, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian, in 
the Bell Springs U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 056-020-03 and 056-040-01; 
latitude 39.8859 N and longitude 123.5306 W at the point of diversion (POD). 

Project Description:  The project is limited to 8 encroachment(s) (Table 1). One encroachment is for water diversion 
from an on-stream pond (Pond 1) located on tributaries to Blue Rock Creek. Water is diverted for irrigation. CDFW could 
find no records of water rights associated with this diversion. Water enters the pond through two streams. Water is 
diverted from the pond via a submerged intake pimp with a screened intake. Work for the water diversion will include use 
and maintenance of the water diversion infrastructure. 

Another encroachment associated with Pond 1 involves decommissioning the current spillway, re-connecting the two 
streams that enter the pond, and constructing a new spillway which will connect pond overflow to the historic stream 
channel below. The current spillway has a damaged and failing culvert that has created an eroded gully through a 
manmade non-native channel that connects to a stream downhill. The western stream that flows towards the pond had 
been diverted around the pond and flowed directly into the eroded gully. The flow of the eastern stream into the pond has 
been impaired by sediment that had been placed within the stream channel when cattails were removed from the pond. 
Once the current spillway culvert has been excavated, the existing gully will be treated to minimize and reduce erosion 
and sediment delivery. The western stream will be recontoured and reconnected so that it flows into the pond. The 
existing artificial bypass channel for the western stream will be treated to minimize and reduce erosion and sediment 
delivery. The sediment within the eastern stream will be removed to allow unimpaired flow into the pond. Work on the 
dam will include raising the dam height and installing a new overflow spillway culvert with an energy dissipation feature at 
the outlet. The overflow from the pond through the new spillway will discharge into the historic channel below the dam and 
converge with receiving waters upstream of stream crossing 3 (STX-3). New spillway and dam improvement design plans 
will be provided for Pond 1 (see measures 2.51 and 3.8). 

One encroachment is to replace the existing spillway culvert for Pond 2. Pond 2 does is a rainwater catchment pond with 
an overflow spillway that connects to Pond 3 below and mixes with waters of the State. The existing spillway culvert is 
damaged, failing, and undersized. It will be replaced with a new appropriately sized spillway culvert. Work for this 
encroachment will include excavation, removal of the failing crossings, replacement with new properly sized crossings, 
backfilling and compaction of fill, and rock armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 

One other encroachment is to fully remove an on-stream pond (Pond 3) and to restore the stream channel through the 
pond. Work for this encroachment will include pumping water from Pond 3 using a screened intake, excavating and 
removing the dam and berm surrounding the pond, removal of the spillway culvert and downspout, recontouring the 
impoundment area to original contours, and revegetating the slopes with native vegetation. The excavation work will be 
conducted during the dry season when there will be no flowing water. The material in the berm originated from the area 
that became the impoundment, so all the excavated material will be used to return the slopes to original grades. No spoils 
will be hauled off site. The encroachment will also include reestablishing the original stream channel (approximately 90 ft 
long) through the former impoundment. 
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The four other proposed encroachments are to upgrade failing and undersized stream crossings. Final construction plans 
will be provided for STX 1, 2, & 3 and Spillway 2 (see measures 2.72 and 3.9). Work for these encroachments will include 
excavation, removal of the failing crossings, replacement with new properly sized crossings, backfilling and compaction of 
fill, and rock armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. 

Project activities for Ponds 1, 2, & 3 shall require pre-construction surveys by a Designated Biologist. Project activities at 
all other stream crossings shall require pre-construction surveys by a Designated Biologist if surface water is or becomes 
present during construction. 

No other projects that may be subject to FGC section 1602 were disclosed. This Agreement does not retroactively permit 
any constructed reservoirs (including “ponds”), stream crossings, water diversions, modifications to riparian buffers, or 
other encroachments not described in Table 1. 

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as  the Lead Agency /  a Responsible Agency approved the above described 
project and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of Regulations 
section 15096, subdivision (i): 

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects within 
CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency. 

2. A  mitigated negative declaration /  negative declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the 
provisions of CEQA. 

CDFW considered the  mitigated negative declaration /  negative declaration prepared by the Lead Agency 
for this project pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f). 

3. Mitigation measures  were /  were not made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project. 

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan  was /  was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

6. Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21081, subdivision (a).  
 
The  mitigated negative declaration /  negative declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public 
at the office location listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW’s record related to the Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreement is available to the public for review at CDFW’s regional office. 
 
 
Signature          Date:     

Cheri Sanville, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 
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