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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2016111053
	Project Title: Thousand Palms Flood Control project
	Lead Agency: Coachella Valley Water District
	Contact Name: William Patterson
	Email: wpatterson@cvwd.org
	Phone Number: 760-398-2615
	Project Location: Thousand Palms, Riverside County
	Project Description: The proposed Project would provide flood protection for the community of Thousand Palms. The proposed Project is designed to meet the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 0.01 chance, or 100-year, flood. The proposed Project is also designed to support aeolian (wind-driven) transport of sand to the Coachella Valley Preserve (Preserve), where it forms habitat for the Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard (State-listed as endangered and federally-listed as threatened). The proposed Project is linear in nature, consisting of four reaches, and is generally located on the northern and eastern margins of the community of Thousand Palms. Components of the proposed Project include levees, channels, culverts, and a sediment basin. 
	Project's Effects: The Draft EIR/EIS made significance determinations for each of the environmental issue areas identified in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G checklist. The Draft EIR/EIS concluded that project related impacts occurred to all Issue Areas and ranged from significant and unavoidable impacts to beneficial impacts. Significant and Unavoidable impacts occurred within Aesthetics, Air Quality, and Land Use. These occur from exceeding local air quality thresholds during construction (Air Quality), the construction of a new facility in the viewshed of Thousand Palms (Aesthetics), and the displacement of private residences and businesses (Land Use) from the placement of the levees or channels. 
Less Than Significant Impacts with Mitigation occurred within the following Issue Areas, Aesthetics, Sand Migration, Biological Resources, Land Use, Paleontological Resources, Public Safety, Transportation, Water Resources, Tribal Cultural Resources, and Wildfire.   

Less than Significant Impacts with No Mitigation occurred within the following Issue Areas, Aesthetics, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gasses, Topography/Geology/Soils, Sand Migration, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Land Use, Noise, Socioeconomics, Public Safety, Transportation, Water resources, Energy, and Wildfire. No Impacts occurred within the Wildfire Issue Area because the project would not exacerbate fire risk from new infrastructure or increase post fire risk of flooding. Beneficial Impacts occurred within the following Issue Areas, Water Resources because the project would remove downstream areas from the FEMA flood hazard zone.

	Areas of Controversy:  Impacts to the Classic Club Golf Course, including whether the existing design of the stormwater conveyance facility could accept the flood flows, how sediment would be controlled, and who would be responsible for repairs and cleanup of the golf course following a flood event.
 Lack of mitigation and flooding damage to Ramon Road south of Reaches 1 and 2.
 Impacts to ephemeral waters of the U.S.
 Protection of biological resources in the Project area including the federally threatened Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard; occupied and designated critical habitat for the federally endangered Coachella Valley milk-vetch; and the Thousand Palms conservation area designated under the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, which includes the Coachella Valley Preserve (Preserve) and the Coachella Valley National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge).
 Potential to alter fluvial, aeolian, and hydrological processes resulting in potential loss of blow sand.
 Potential to impact existing transmission lines in proximity to the Project alignment.
 Impacts and take of private lands.
 Effectiveness of road crossings during a flood event, specifically those proposed at Desert Moon Drive and Via Las Palmas. 

	List of Agencies: United States Fish and WIldlife Service 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Regional Water Quality Control Board


