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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 20126101017

Project Title: Coachella Valley — San Gorgonio Pass Rail Corridor Service Program

Lead Agency: Riverside County Transportation Commission

Contact Name: Sheldon Peterson

speterson@rctc.org 951-787-7141

Email: Phone Number:

Los Angeles County, Orange County, Riverside County, and San Bernardino County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Division of Rail and Mass
Transportation, and Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC), have prepared a joint NEPA/CEQA Tier
1/Program Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Tier 1/Program EIS/EIR) to: 1) evaluate
passenger rail service options between Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS) in Los Angeles County, California and the
City of Coachella in Riverside County, California, which are collectively known as the Coachella Valley San Gorgonio
Pass Rail Corridor Service Program (Program), and 2) provide alternative travel choices to automobile ownership along
the 144-mile long Coachella Valley-San Gorgonio Pass Rail Corridor (Program Corridor). The Draft Tier 1/Program
EIS/EIR has been prepared by FRA, Caltrans, and RCTC to analyze the potential significant environmental impacts of
the proposed Program and to identify potential mitigation strategies that would inform future, site-specific mitigation
measures to avoid or reduce significant impacts during subsequent (future) Tier 2/Project-level analyses.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The proposed Program could have potentially significant impacts on: land use and planning; transportation; visual quality
and aesthetics; air quality and greenhouse gases; noise and vibration; jurisdictional waters and wetland resources;
biological resources; floodplatins, hydrology, and water quality; geology, soils, seismicity, and paleontological resources;
hazards and hazardous materials; public utilities and energy; cultural resources; parkland and community services;
safety and security; and socioeconomics and communities affected.

For a comprehensive list of mitigation measures, please refer to the Tier 1/Program EIS/EIR.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Federal, state, and local agencies; private and public organizations; and the general public provided written comments
during the public scoping period. The comment period for the NOP and NOI ended November 10, 2016. In total, 36
submissions were received: 13 from federal, state, and local agencies; 23 from individuals of the public and other
organizations, and 1 from a railroad stakeholder. Comments generally focused on the following topics of concern:

* Program termini

« Station locations and station area development
« Service frequency

» Program alignments and alternatives

« Transit network connectivity

« Public engagement opportunities

« Property acquisition/ROW

* Mitigation of environmental impacts

* Freight interference

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA), and Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG) are participating agencies for the Program. There are no cooperating agencies for
the environmental review of the Program. Additionally, the following agencies/jurisdictions requested to be consulting
parties, pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA (Section 3.13, Cultural Resources, of the Tier 1/Program EIS/EIR):

« SHPO
« City of Desert Springs
« City of Indio
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