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Costa Verde Revitalization 

Recirculated DEIR/SCH#2016071031 
Ms. Elizabeth Shearer-Nguyen 
Environmental Analysis Section 
City of San Diego Development Serv ices Department 
1222 First Avenue, MS-501 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Dear Ms. Shearer-Nguyen:   
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 
the environmental rev iew process for the Recirculated Draft Env ironmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) for the Costa Verde Revitalization project located near 
Interstate 5 (I -5). The mission of Caltrans is to prov ide a safe, sustainable, 
integrated and efficient transportation system to enhance California’s economy 
and livability.  The Local Development‐Intergovernmental Review (LD‐IGR) 
Program rev iews land use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our 
mission and state planning priorities.   
 
Caltrans has the following comments: 
 
Traffic Impact Studies 
 

• Signal timing the TIS did not match Caltrans’ actual signal timing.  
Coordination with Caltrans’ Signal Operations is recommended for actual 
signal timing.  
 

• In order to minimize the potential for conflicts or incidents at the SR-52 at 
Genesee Avenue intersection Caltrans is recommending that the City 
consider conditioning the development for installation of complete streets 
elements inclusive of bicycle and pedestrian improvements at the SR-52 
at Genesee Avenue intersection.  
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• Please prov ide a detailed description of your methodology to develop 
the project’s VMT values.   

   
Complete Streets and Mobility Network 
 
Caltrans v iews all transportation improvements as opportunities to improve 
safety, access and mobility for all travelers in California and recognizes bicycle, 
pedestrian and transit modes as integral elements of the transportation system.  
Caltrans supports improved transit accommodation through the prov ision of 
Park and Ride facilities, improved bicycle and pedestrian access and safety 
improvements, signal prioritization for transit, bus on shoulders, ramp 
improvements, or other enhancements that promotes a complete and 
integrated transportation system.  Early coordination with Caltrans, in locations 
that may affect both Caltrans and the City of San Diego, is encouraged. 
 
To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve California’s Climate Change 
target, Caltrans is implementing Complete Streets and Climate Change policies 
into State Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) projects to 
meet multi-modal mobility needs. Caltrans looks forward to working with the City 
to evaluate potential Complete Streets projects.  
 
Land Use and Smart Growth 
 
Caltrans recognizes there is a strong link between transportation and land use.  
Development can have a significant impact on traffic and congestion on State 
transportation facilities.  In particular, the pattern of land use can affect both 
local vehicle miles traveled and the number of trips.  Caltrans supports 
collaboration with local agencies to work towards a safe, functional, 
interconnected, multi-modal transportation system integrated through 
applicable “smart growth” type land use planning and policies. 
 
The City should continue to coordinate with Caltrans to implement necessary 
improvements at intersections and interchanges where the agencies have joint 
jurisdiction. 
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Environmental 
 
Caltrans welcomes the opportunity to be a Responsible Agency under the 
California Env ironmental Quality Act (CEQA), as we have some discretionary 
authority of a portion of the project that is in Caltrans’ R/W through the form of 
an encroachment permit process.  We look forward to the coordination of our 
efforts to ensure that Caltrans can adopt the alternative and/or mitigation 
measure for our R/W.  We would appreciate meeting with you to discuss the 
elements of the EIR that Caltrans will use for our subsequent environmental 
compliance. 
 
An encroachment permit will be required for any work within the Caltrans’ R/W 
prior to construction. As part of the encroachment permit process, the applicant 
must prov ide approved final environmental documents for this project, 
corresponding technical studies, and necessary regulatory and resource 
agency permits.  Specifically, CEQA determination or exemption. The supporting 
documents must address all env ironmental impacts within the Caltrans’ R/W 
and address any impacts from avoidance and/or mitigation measures. 
  
We recommend that this project specifically identifies and assesses potential 
impacts caused by the project or impacts from mitigation efforts that occur 
within Caltrans R/W that includes impacts to the natural environment, 
infrastructure (highways/roadways/on- and off-ramps) and appurtenant 
features (lighting/signs/guardrail/slopes).  Caltrans is interested in any additional 
mitigation measures identified for the DEIR. 
 
Mitigation  
 
Caltrans endeavors that any direct and cumulative impacts to the State 
Highway System be eliminated or reduced to a level of insignificance pursuant 
to the California Env ironmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Env ironmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) standards.   
 
Mitigation identified in the traffic study, subsequent environmental documents, 
and mitigation monitoring reports, should be coordinated with Caltrans to 
identify and implement the appropriate mitigation.  This includes the actual 
implementation and collection of any “fair share” monies, as well as the 
appropriate timing of the mitigation.  Mitigation improvements should be 
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compatible with Caltrans concepts.   Caltrans does not agree with the 
statements in the project’s Traffic Impact Study in every location, such as on 
pages 107-109 (A-DI-3 through A-DI-8), stating that “Improvements are not within 
the applicant’s or City’s control as it requires Caltrans approval; therefore, 
impacts to this intersection would remain significant and unmitigated.”    
 
Mitigation measures for proposed intersection modifications are subject to the 
Caltrans Intersection Control Evaluation (ICE) policy (Traffic Operation Policy 
Directive 13-02).  Alternative intersection design(s) will need to be considered 
in accordance with the ICE policy. Please refer to the policy for more 
information and requirements (http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/ice.html).   
 
Mitigation conditioned as part of a local agency’s development approval for 
improvements to State facilities can be implemented either through a 
Cooperative Agreement between Caltrans and the lead agency, or by the 
project proponent entering into an agreement directly with Caltrans for the 
mitigation.  When that occurs, Caltrans will negotiate and execute a Traffic 
Mitigation Agreement.   
 
Right-of-Way 
 
• Right-of-Way and access rights seem to be depicted correctly. Per Business 

and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments by a licensed 
land surveyor is required, if they are being destroyed by any construction. 

• Any work performed within Caltrans R/W will require discretionary rev iew and 
approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required for any 
work within the Caltrans R/W prior to construction.   

 
Additional information regarding encroachment permits may be 
obtained by contacting the Caltrans Permits Office at (619) 688-6158 or by 
v isiting the website at http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/ep/index.html.  
Early coordination with Caltrans is strongly advised for all encroachment 
permits. 
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I f you have any questions, please contact Kimberly Dodson, of the Caltrans 
Development Review Branch, at (619) 688-2510 or by e-mail sent to 
Kimberly.Dodson@dot.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  electronically signed by 
 
MAURICE EATON, Branch Chief 
Local Development and Intergovernmental Review  
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