
APPENDIX F. Geotechnical Reports 

 

F-2 Supplemental 
Geological Lot 
Evaluation 





 

 

370 Amapola Avenue, Suite 212, Torrance, CA 90501    TEL: (310) 320-5100 
Anaheim – Irvine – Ontario – Oakland – San Diego – Torrance – Victorville 
www.GroupDelta.com 

 

   
April 10, 2015 GDC Project No. LA-1183A 
 
Champion Real Estate Company 
11601 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1650 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 
 
Attention: Mr. Greg Beck 
 
Subject: Supplemental Geologic Lot Evaluation 
 1765 N. Vista Del Mar Avenue 

Hollywood, California  
Mr. Beck: 
 
As requested, Group Delta Consultants, Inc. (GDC) has prepared this Supplemental Geologic 
Evaluation report for the due diligence for the purchase of the residential property at 1765 N. 
Vista Del Mar Avenue.   This report is a supplement to the previously approval Fault Activity 
Investigation and other supplemental reports submitted for your project planned at 1756 and 
1760 Argyle Avenue in Hollywood.  The purpose for this report is to evaluate an additional lot 
located at 1765 N. Vista Del Mar Avenue which will be annexed to the Champion Development 
investigated.  The location of the lot is shown inside the red dashed box in Figure 1.  Also shown 
is the coverage of the explorations performed from the previous fault activity investigations 
adjacent to this lot. 

  
Figure 1: Location of New Lot with Respect to the Proposed Development. 
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SITE EVALUATION 

This report conveys a review of our fault investigation reports previously submitted to the City of 
Los Angeles, including the city approved Champion Development (GDC, 2015a-b; 2014 a-c) to 
address whether there is any active faulting on the subject lot.  The pre-Holocene faulting found 
during the aforementioned studies have proven that the normal faulting in the area are the result 
of fold bending resulting in dilation across the crest.  In the trench excavated ~50 feet to the 
north of the 1765 Vista Del Mar property, well-stratified trench deposits were continuous and 
not broken by faulting.  The hollow stem borings, B-7 and B-8 were continuous core samples and 
bucket auger BA-2 showed that there was a deep Holocene channel trending north to south along 
Vista Del Mar Avenue.  Downhole logging of borings BA-1 and BA-3 provided for a good visual 
examination of the upper terrace geology in the area of the lot and for the east side of the 
Development.  
 
Bucket auger BA-1 and BA-3 were located about five feet west of the eastern trench.  When 
logging BA-1, the upper foot of sedimentary materials consisted of a silty clay artificial fill.  Below 
the artificial fill was a typical organic horizon that was on top of the upper older alluvium deposit, 
as discussed in the city approved Champion Development reports (see references).  This upper 
older alluvium was logged from around three feet to eighteen feet.  This deposit was horizontal 
with no faulting breaking the >135 kya sediments.  Below eighteen feet was the lower older 
alluvium deposits.  This deposit had gradational bedding with abundant fractures though no 
faulting was logged.     
 
Bucket auger B-3 provided the geological information regarding age of the anticline-related 
faults.  That boring penetrated both the nearly horizontal >135 kya older alluvium and the 
subjacent folded upper Pleistocene lower older alluvium.  An easily identifiable, normal fault was 
present in the boring below the trench in the eastern part of the Development and was truncated 
by unbroken older ~135 kya (or older) colluvium and the upper older alluvium below the eastern 
trench as noted on the site plan; Figure 1.  Thus, the boring and the trench combine to support 
the anticline-related faulting to be absence of Holocene slip. 
 
In Bucket Auger BA-3, the fault vertically separates (normal slip) beds of lower older alluvium by 
1.8 feet at a depth of 13-17 feet with minor lateral slip as evidenced by the slight stratigraphic 
mismatch.  A bed at about 10 feet is vertically separated by about 2 inches.  Thus, at least two 
Pleistocene slip events are recorded with the last imparting about 2 inches of separation.   
 
The recent investigations illustrated that the fault in BA-3 passes beneath the un-faulted upper 
older alluvium of the Champion East Trench, judged to be minimally 135 kya.  Both the boring 
and the trench provide good evidence that the fault is not active according to City policies.  GDC 
obtained similar results from a trench study north of Yucca Street that demonstrated that similar 
anticline-related faults of the same system are not active and was part of the older terrace 
deposits that overly the lower older alluvium deposits which have an aerial extent under the 1765 
Vista Del Mar property, if not graded away during the residential structure development. 
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The recent investigation of activity levels of the anticline-related faults show them to be pre-
Holocene and greater than 135kya. This agrees with earlier studies (GDC, 2015a-b; 2014a-c) 
which indicate that if step-over structures are extant at the lot, they are pre-Holocene.  Available 
information indicates that if the Argyle and Yucca strands of the Hollywood fault do exist, they 
are clearly pre-Holocene and thus not indicators of an active step-over zone.  Further, the recent 
GDC investigations strongly suggest that the fault mapped by this firm and others  (for example 
California Geological Survey, 2014) near the base of the slope between Champion and Carlos 
Avenue (Figure 1) , though not active, extends well west of Argyle Avenue and thus likely 
precludes a step-over near Argyle Avenue but does not affect this site.  Hence, the GDC (2014b) 
interpretations validates the inactive shear anticline-fault model of this area.  The anticline and 
the associated faults are not active according to Alquist-Priolo definitions.  
  
After evaluating the report to assess the proposed annexing of the 1765 Vista Del Mar Avenue 
property, our previous fault investigation reporting illustrated that the general trend of the 
geology and geological structure indicates that the site is covered by earlier studies.  The 
following indicators prove that the studies already preformed in the general area shows that 
active faulting in the area, including the subject lot, does not exist under the Alquist-Priolo Act 
provisions.   
 
In summary, interpretation of the four (4) fault investigation reports performed in the area 
validates the inactive shear anticline-fault model of this area.  This conclusion can be projected 
across the 1765 Vista Del Mar lot.  Since the anticline and associated faults are not active 
according to Alquist-Priolo definitions no active faults project across the Vista Del Mar lot.  

CONCLUSIONS  

Based on the detailed investigations for the Champion Development of the Champion site and 
three adjacent properties in the Yucca-Argyle area of Hollywood that included fault trenches, 
CPT-soundings and soil cores, GDC concludes that:  

 This updated detailed analysis confirms are findings in the submitted reports that the 
Champion site is characterized by unbroken Holocene sediments and underlying un-faulted 
Pleistocene Mud Flow Unit deposits that are at least 135 kya, thereby demonstrating that no 
active faults are projected onto the 1765 Vista Del Mar lot. 
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