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2015021045
Carbon California Oil and Gas Project (CUP Modification Case No. PL13-0158)
Ventura County Planning Division
Kristina Boero, Senior Planner, Ventura County Planning Division
kristina.boero@ventura.org
(805) 654-2467
Ventura County Unincorporated area of Ojai                        Ventura County
The applicant requests that a modification of Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 3543 be granted to authorize the continued operation and maintenance of an existing oil and gas exploration and production operation (Agnew lease area) for an additional 25-year period.  If granted, the operation could consist of a total of five oil and gas wells on an existing pad that includes the drilling of two new oil wells and re-drill of one existing well. The use Koenigstein Road for access to the project site, and the full-time use of an existing on-site gas flare, and a change in the authorized access to the existing oil and gas facility during drilling and production operations is also proposed. Access to the lease area would be made by the use of Koenigstein Road to and from Highway 150 during drilling and production operations. A private driveway connected to Koenigstein Road would provide direct access to the drilling site.
Potentially significant but mitigated impacts on traffic safety and circulation. To reduce to the extent feasible potential traffic safety hazards associated with project-related tanker truck turning movements at the State Route 150/Koenigstein Road intersection, project-related oil tanker trucks used for the routine operation of the project site shall only travel through the State Route 150/Koenigstein Road intersection during daylight  hours.  The permittee shall also install two “truck crossing” signs at locations along State Route 150 at appropriate sites east and west of the State Route 150/Koenigstein Road intersection. The Permittee shall provide to the County Transportation Department and Planning Division all approved plans and permits (e.g., a Caltrans-approved encroachment permit) required to install the required truck crossing warning signs.  The project plans shall specify the approved sign locations and design characteristics. 
The Permittee shall submit photo-documentation of the installation of the required truck crossing warning signs to the Planning Division within ten 10 days of sign installation.  If feasible, the truck crossing signs shall be equipped with a flashing yellow solar-powered light that operates during daylight hours. The Permittee shall also report to the County Planning Division any incidents (e.g., emergencies; accidents; excess accumulated oil, produced water, rainwater, etc.) that required large trucks to travel through the State Route 150/Koenigstein Road intersection during nighttime  hours within two (2) days of the event. This mitigation is referred to as TRAFFIC-1 - Tanker Truck Safety and included in Section 4.2 of the RDSEIR.




The RDSEIR has been prepared in response to a Writ of Mandate issued by the State of California Superior Court, Ventura County (Case No. 56-2016-00484423-CU-MU-OXN), which overturned a decision by the Ventura County Board of Supervisors to certify a Subsequent EIR (SEIR) prepared for the subject oil and gas facility (California Carbon Agnew Lease). The Court ordered that the SEIR be revised to include additional analysis of the proposed project’s potential air quality and traffic impacts.  Areas of Controversy are air quality impacts and traffic safety and circulation impacts. These impacts are evaluated in Section 4.1 and 4.2 of the RDSEIR. 
Responsible Agencies: Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) and the California Division of Oil and Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR)

Trustee Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Regional Water Quality Control Board, DOGGR, California Department of Transportation, and the VCAPCD
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