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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2015012021
	Project Title: Amendment of the General Waste Discharge Requirements for Composting Operations (General Order)
	Lead Agency: State Water Resources Control Board - Division of Water Quality
	Contact Name: Frank Roddy
	Email: frank.roddy@waterboards.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (916) 341-5379
	Project Location: Statewide
	Project Description: The State Water Board proposes to amend the General Order to allow manure to be used as a feedstock at Tier 1 facilities where groundwater monitoring wells are installed and a groundwater protection monitoring plan is implemented. Groundwater monitoring is not currently required under Tier 1. The proposed amendment to Tier 1 will only affect commercial composting facilities that accept manure as a feedstock.
The State Water Board proposes to revise the agricultural composting exemption as a conditional exemption. The proposed revision will expand the exemption to include a greater variety of settings, allow for the import of offsite materials, and allow for increased export of compost product. The limit for compost final product export will increase from 1,000 cubic yards to 5,000 cubic yards per year.
Composting operations that receive, process and store less than 5,000 cubic yards per year of allowable Tier 1 and Tier 2 feedstocks, additives and amendments are currently conditionally exempt but the conditions for exemption will change. The conditions for conditionally exempted activities are revised to include BMPs to protect water quality.
	Project's Effects: Tier 1 facilities accepting manure as a feedstock, composting operations producing compost for use on site, and small commercial composters may pose a threat to water quality.
Tier 1 composting operations that propose to compost manure as a feedstock  must implement a groundwater protection monitoring program in addition to meeting specifications currently contained in the existing General Order.
Composting operations producing compost for use on site and small commercial composting operations will need to implement the following best management practices for the protection of water quality:
1. Materials and activities on site must not cause, threaten to cause, or contribute to conditions of pollution, contamination, or nuisance;
2. Activities shall be setback at least 100 feet from the nearest surface water body and/or the nearest water supply well;
3. Dischargers must implement practices to minimize or eliminate the discharge of wastes that may adversely impact the quality or beneficial uses of waters of the state;
4. Dischargers must manage the application of water (including from precipitation events) to reduce the generation of wastewater; and
5. Working surfaces must be designed to prevent, to the greatest extent possible, ponding, infiltration, inundation, and erosion, notwithstanding precipitation events, equipment movement, and other aspects of the facility operations.
	Areas of Controversy: 
	List of Agencies: California Air Resources Board
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
California Regional Water Quality Control Boards (1 through 9)


