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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #: 2014041019

Project Title: _Avalon Boulevard, Fries Avenue, and “A” Street Roadway Segments Closure Project

Lead Agency: City of Los Angeles Harbor Department

Contact Name: _Tara Tisopulos

Email: TTisopulos@portla.org Phone Number: (310) 732-7713
Project Location: City of Los Angeles Los Angeles County
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Under the proposed Project, LAHD would close a 1,337-foot segment of Fries Avenue between “A” Street and Water Street at the
Union Pacific railroad tracks; a 920-foot segment of Avalon Boulevard between Harry Bridges Boulevard and Water Street at the Union
Pacific railroad tracks; and a 280-foot segment of “A” Street between Avalon Boulevard and the driveway located to the west of Avalon
Boulevard. In total, the proposed Project would result in approximately 2,537 linear feet of roadway closures. As an immediate first step
the subject roadway segments would be closed to vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian access with fencing and k-rails (i.e., modular
concrete or plastic barriers). The roadway segments, while not in use, would remain in place until the construction of long-term physical
roadway improvements to permanently close vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian access. Cul-de-sacs would be constructed on the north
and south side of the railroad crossings to close off the roadway segments. Minor grading and paving would be required to join existing
conditions at each location. Installation of signage, re-striping, and relocation and/or replacement of existing ancillary structures (e.g.,
power poles, streetlight, fire hydrant) would be required to support the proposed road segment closures. Additionally, intersection
improvements would include the provision of dual left turn lanes in the westbound direction the Harry Bridges Boulevard & North
Access Road intersection and dual right turn lanes in the southbound direction of the Viaduct & North Access Road intersection. Accesy
to the Port Archives Building, as well as emergency vehicle access, would be maintained with a secure gate.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The proposed Project is primarily limited to temporary construction activities. Implementation of the proposed project
would result less than significant impacts to:

Aesthetics;

Agriculture and Forestry Resources;
Air Quality;

Geology and Soils;

Greenhouse Gases;

Hazards and Hazardous Materials;
Hydrology and Water Quality;
Land Use and Planning;

Mineral Resources

Noise; Population and Housing;
Public Services;

Transportation and Traffic; and
Utilities and Service Systems.

Mitigation measures are proposed for Biological Resources and Cultural Resources. However, implementation of the
proposed Project would reduce potentially significant impacts to below impact significance thresholds.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

In 2013, the City of Los Angeles Harbor Department (LAHD) prepared a preliminary engineering design to close roadway
segments along Fries Avenue and Avalon Boulevard. As a first step in complying with CEQA, the LAHD prepared an
Initial Study (IS) to determine if the preliminary engineering design could cause a significant effect on the environment.
The IS determined that with the implementation of mitigation measures, as appropriate, all potential impacts resulting
from the implementation of the proposed Project could be reduced to a less-than-significant level. The Draft IS / Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) was released for a 30-day public review; however, due to the substantial public interest
regarding the proposed Project, the LAHD extended the public review period by an additional 30 days.

During the public review period, the LAHD received extensive public comments that the proposed Project would prohibit
adequate access and circulation within the vicinity of the Project site, particularly access from the community of
Wilmington to the waterfront and to the Banning’'s Landing Community Center. The Draft IS/MND specified that the
roadway closures would not occur until after the construction of the South Wilmington Grade Separation Project; which
was a separate project that is now operational and was intended to provide continued access to the waterfront. Many
commenters still expressed concern that the proposed closure of Avalon Boulevard would effectively cut Banning’s
Landing and other waterfront areas off from the community of Wilmington, particularly pedestrians. As a result of these
comments, adoption of the Final IS/MND was delayed until the South Wilmington Grade Separation was completed and
funding was secured for an additional pedestrian bridge providing access Avalon Triangle Park to the waterfront. With
funding secured and the South Wilmington Grade Separation functioning, LAHD has determined that is now appropriate
to move forward with the preparation of a Recirculated Draft IS/MND.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Approval is required by the following public agencies:

LAHD Road Closure Plan Approval and Coastal Development Permit.

California Coastal Commission Coastal Development Permit (may require dual jurisdiction or consolidated permit
process with the City of Los Angeles).

LARWQCB General Construction Permit 2009-0009-DWQ.

DWP approval of power system and water system relocations.

CPUC approval of grade crossing closures and changes as well as any utility relocation plan.

City of Los Angeles BOE permits for storm drain connections and stormwater discharges; permits for water discharges to
the wastewater collection system; disposal of materials and haul routes and approval of street vacations.

City of Los Angeles Planning Department permits for vacation or downgrade of streets.

City of Los Angeles Building and Safety building and grading permits.
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