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ADDRESSEE LIST (See Distribution List)

Re:  Draft Supplemental Recirculated Environmental Impact Report for the Grapevine Specific
and Community Plan by Tejon Ranchcorp (2019) (SCH 2014041005)

Dear Interested Party:

Kern County has prepared a Draft Supplemental Recirculated Environmental Impact Report (Draft SREIR)
for the above-noted land use applications. The County prepared and circulated a draft and final
environmental impact report (FEIR) for the Grapevine Specific and Community Plan in 2016. The Kern
County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the Grapevine project and certified the FEIR on
December 6, 2016. A lawsuit alleging that several substantive sections of the FEIR failed to comply with
CEQA requirements was filed on January 4, 2017 (Center For Biological Diversity et al. v. County Of Kern
et al., Kern County Superior Court Case No. BCV-17-100030-KCT). On February 15, 2019, the Court
issued a Writ of Mandate and a Judgment upholding the FEIR (2016) against all of the claims brought in
the lawsuit except for the analysis of potential “significant adverse effects to traffic, air pollution,
greenhouse gases, noise, public health and growth inducing impacts” that could occur if the project’s
vehicle trip internal capture rate (ICR) was lower than analyzed in the FEIR (2016). The Judgment states
that the County “is not required to start the EIR process anew” and “need only correct the deficiencies in
the EIR that the Court has identified before considering recertification of the EIR. Whether the correction
requires recirculation of the EIR, in whole or in part, is for the County to decide in compliance with CEQA.”
The Judgment directed the County to set aside the project approvals and decertify the FEIR (2016). The
County Board of Supervisors rescinded the approvals on March 12, 2019.

On March 14, 2019 the County received an application for the readoption of the Grapevine Specific and
Community Plan and other County discretionary approvals, including related General Plan and Zoning
Code amendments. The proposed Grapevine project and the requested County discretionary approvals
described in the application are the same as considered in the FEIR (2016). The purpose of the SREIR is to
correct the specific deficiencies identified by the Court by evaluating potential traffic, air pollution,
greenhouse gas, noise, hazards, growth inducing impacts and consequences of project implementation that
could occur from lower ICRs than evaluated in the FEIR (2016). Alternatives to the project are evaluated
as well.



The proposed project is the reconsideration of new applications for the Grapevine Specific and Community
Plan (Grapevine-2019) for consideration and potential approval by Kern County. The Grapevine planning
area encompasses approximately 8,010 acres in southwestern Kern County, California and would include
up to 12,000 residences (single-family and multi-family units), an additional 2,000 units that may be
permitted if maximum commercial/industrial square footage is reduced as specified in the Specific and
Special Plan, up to 5,100,000 square feet of commercial/industrial development, 157 acres for schools, 96
acres to 112 acres for parks, and other public facilities, including fire stations, a sheriff’s substation, transit
facilities/park- and-rides, and water and wastewater treatment facilities. Approximately 3,367 acres (about
42 percent of the planning area) would be designated as exclusive agriculture, with grazing and open space
as the predominant land uses. Approximately 83 acres of additional infrastructure improvements would
occur outside of the designated Specific Plan development area, and would include roadway improvements,
an agricultural haul road, and the potential relocation of an existing California Vehicle Enforcement Facility
located along I-5 to the immediate east of the project site.

The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department, as Lead Agency, has determined that
preparation of a Supplemental Recirculated Environmental Impact Report would be appropriate for the
referenced project. Enclosed is a copy of the Draft SREIR.

If we have not received a reply from you by October 14, 2019 at 5:00 P.M., we will assume that you have
no comments regarding this Draft SREIR.

Should you have any questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact the Staff
Planner assigned to this project, Mrs. Cindi Hoover, at (661) 862-8629 or via email at
hooverc@kerncounty.com.

Sincerely,

NG

Cindi Hoover, Planner II
Advance Planning Division
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DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL RECIRCULATED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

This is to advise that the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has prepared an
Supplemental Recirculated Environmental Impact Report (SREIR) (SCH 2014041005) for the project
identified below. As mandated by State law, the minimum public review period for this document is 45
days. CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5 (f) (1) provides that when an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) is recirculated, Kern County, as Lead Agency, may require that reviewers submit new comments on
the SREIR, and the lead agency need not to respond to those comments received in the earlier circulation
period. Kern County will therefore respond in the Final Supplemental Recirculated EIR only to new
comments received regarding this Draft Supplemental Recirculated EIR received during this comment
period. The document and documents referenced in the Draft SREIR are available for review at the
Planning and Natural Resources Department, 2700 "M" Street, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93301 or on
the Departmental website (https://kernplanning.com/environmental-doc/grapevine-specific-community-
plan-2019/).

A public hearing has been scheduled with the Kern County Planning Commission to receive comments on
the document on: November 14, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. or soon thereafter, Chambers of the Board of
Supervisors, First Floor, Kern County Administrative Center, 1115 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield,
California.

The comment period for this document closes on October 14, 2016. Testimony at future public hearings
may be limited to those issues raised during the public review period either orally or submitted in writing
by 5:00 p.m. the day the comment period closes.

Project Title: Grapevine Specific and Community Plan by Tejon Ranchcorp (2019)(PP19169): SPA 157,
Map 500; GPA 9, Map 202; GPA 10, Map 202; GPA 4, Map 218R; GPA 5, Map 218R; GPA 11, Map
219; GPA 12, Map 219; SP 2, Map 202; SP 3, Map 218R; SP 3, Map 219; ZCC 18, Map 202; ZCC 3,
Map 218R; ZCC 14, Map 219; Agricultural Preserve No. 19 Exclusion

Project Location: The project is located approximately 13 miles south of Bakersfield city limits, east and
west of Interstate 5 at the Laval and Grapevine interchanges, at the southern end of the San Joaquin
Valley area of Kern County, California. The site is located within portions of T.11.N., R.19.W.; T.10.N.,
R.18W.; and T.10.N., R.19.W., in the San Bernardino Base and Meridian.

Project Description: The County prepared and circulated a draft and final environmental impact report
(FEIR) for the Grapevine Specific and Community Plan in 2016. The Kern County Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved the Grapevine project and certified the FEIR on December 6, 2016. A lawsuit
alleging that several substantive sections of the FEIR failed to comply with CEQA requirements was filed
on January 4, 2017 (Center For Biological Diversity et al. v. County Of Kern et al., Kern County Superior
Court Case No. BCV-17-100030-KCT). On February 15, 2019, the Court issued a Writ of Mandate and a
Judgment upholding the FEIR (2016) against all of the claims brought in the lawsuit except for the
analysis of potential “significant adverse effects to traffic, air pollution, greenhouse gases, noise, public
health and growth inducing impacts” that could occur if the project’s vehicle trip internal capture rate
(ICR) was lower than analyzed in the FEIR (2016). The Judgment states that the County “is not required
to start the EIR process anew” and “need only correct the deficiencies in the EIR that the Court has
identified before considering recertification of the EIR. Whether the correction requires recirculation of
the EIR, in whole or in part, is for the County to decide in compliance with CEQA.” The Judgment
directed the County to set aside the project approvals and decertify the FEIR (2016). The County Board of
Supervisors rescinded the approvals on March 12, 2019.



On March 14, 2019 the County received an application for the readoption of the Grapevine Specific and
Community Plan and other County discretionary approvals, including related General Plan and Zoning
Code amendments. The proposed Grapevine project and the requested County discretionary approvals
described in the application are the same as considered in the FEIR (2016). The purpose of the SREIR is
to correct the specific deficiencies identified by the Court by evaluating potential traffic, air pollution,
greenhouse gas, noise, hazards, and growth inducing impacts, as well as consequences of project
implementation and alternatives, that could occur from lower ICRs than evaluated in the FEIR (2016).

The proposed project is the reconsideration of new applications for the Grapevine Specific and
Community Plan (Grapevine 2019) for consideration and potential approval by Kern County. The
Grapevine Specific and Community Plan planning area encompasses approximately 8,010 acres in
southwestern Kern County, California and would include up to 12,000 residences (single-family and
multi-family units), an additional 2,000 units that may be permitted if maximum commercial/industrial
square footage is reduced as specified in the Specific and Special Plan, up to 5,100,000 square feet of
commercial/industrial development, 157 acres for schools, 96 acres to 112 acres for parks, and other
public facilities, including fire stations, a sheriff’s substation, transit facilities/park- and-rides, and water
and wastewater treatment facilities. Approximately 3,367 acres (about 42 percent of the planning area)
would be designated as exclusive agriculture, with grazing and open space as the predominant land uses.
Approximately 83 acres of additional infrastructure improvements would occur outside of the designated
Specific Plan development area, and would include roadway improvements, an agricultural haul road, and
the potential relocation of an existing California Vehicle Enforcement Facility located along I-5 to the
immediate east of the project site.

Anticipated Significant Impacts on Environment as analyzed in the Final EIR (2016) and SREIR:
Aesthetics; Agriculture and Forest Resources; Air Quality; Biological Resources; Greenhouse Gases;
Noise; Population and Housing; Traffic and Transportation; Utility and Service Systems

Document can be viewed online at: https://kernplanning.com/environmental-doc/grapevine-specific-
community-plan-2019/

For further information, please contact: Cindi Hoover at (661) 862-8629 or hooverc@kerncounty.com

LORELEI OVIATT, AICP, Director
Planning and Natural Resources Department

To be published once only on next available date and as soon as possible

Bakersfield Californian
The Mountain Enterprise

cc:  County Clerk (2) California Native Plant Society/Kern Chapter
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Lozeau Drury, LLP - 1939 Harrison Street, Suite 150, Oakland, CA 94612
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Project Title: Grapevine Specific and Community Plan by Tejon Ranchcorp (2019)

The proposed project is the reconsideration of new applications for the Grapevine Specific and Community Plan (Grapevine-
2019) for consideration and potential approval by Kern County. The Grapevine planning area encompasses approximately
8,010 acres in southwestern Kern County, California and would include up to 12,000 residences (single-family and multi-
family units), an additional 2,000 units that may be permitted if maximum commercial/industrial square footage is reduced
as specified in the Specific and Special Plan, up to 5,100,000 square feet of commercial/industrial development, 157 acres
for schools, 96 acres to 112 acres for parks, and other public facilities, including fire stations, a sheriff’s substation, transit
facilities/park- and-rides, and water and wastewater treatment facilities. Approximately 3,367 acres (about 42 percent of the
planning area) would be designated as exclusive agriculture, with grazing and open space as the predominant land uses.
Approximately 83 acres of additional infrastructure improvements would occur outside of the designated Specific Plan
development area, and would include roadway improvements, an agricultural haul road, and the potential relocation of an
existing California Vehicle Enforcement Facility located along I-5 to the immediate east of the project site.

The County prepared and circulated a draft and final environmental impact report (FEIR) for the Grapevine Specific and
Community Plan in 2016. The Kern County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved the Grapevine project and certified
the FEIR on December 6, 2016. A lawsuit alleging that several substantive sections of the FEIR failed to comply with CEQA
requirements was filed on January 4, 2017 (Center For Biological Diversity et al. v. County Of Kern et al., Kern County
Superior Court Case No. BCV-17-100030-KCT). On February 15, 2019, the Court issued a Writ of Mandate and a Judgment
upholding the FEIR against all of the claims brought in the lawsuit except for the analysis of potential “significant adverse
effects to traffic, air pollution, greenhouse gases, noise, public health and growth inducing impacts” that could occur if the
project’s vehicle trip internal capture rate (ICR) was lower than analyzed in the FEIR. The Judgment states that the County
“is not required to start the EIR process anew” and “need only correct the deficiencies in the EIR that the Court has identified
before considering recertification of the EIR. Whether the correction requires recirculation of the EIR, in whole or in part,
is for the County to decide in compliance with CEQA.” The Judgment directed the County to set aside the project approvals
and decertify the FEIR. The County Board of Supervisors rescinded the approvals on March 12, 2019.

On March 14, 2019 the County received an application for the readoption of the Grapevine Specific and Community Plan
and other County discretionary approvals, including related General Plan and Zoning Code amendments. The proposed
Grapevine project and the requested County discretionary approvals described in the application are the same as considered
in the FEIR. The purpose of the SREIR is to correct the specific deficiencies identified by the Court by evaluating potential
traffic, air pollution, greenhouse gas, noise, public health and growth inducing impacts that could occur from lower ICRs
than evaluated in the FEIR.
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