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oST,41

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION IX
“T( PRO’t°

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 941 05-3901

October 12, 2017

Ms. Candice Hughes
Environmental Protection Specialist
federal Transit Administration, Region 9
Los Angeles Metropolitan Office
$88 South Figueroa Street, Suite 440
Los Angeles, California 90017-5467

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor

Project, Los Angeles County, California (EIS No. 20170171)

Dear Ms. Hughes:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for

the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project (Project) pursuant to the National Environmental

Policy Act, Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR Parts 1 500-1 508), and Section 309

of the Clean Air Act.

The EPA supports the goals identified for the Project in the DEIS, including 1) improving mobility in

the eastern San Fernando Valley by introducing an improved north-south transit connection between key

transit hubs, 2) providing additional transit options, and 3) encouraging a modal shift to transit to

improve air quality. We commend the Federal Transit Administration and Los Angeles County

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) for identifying and thoroughly analyzing a range of

alternatives, including two bus rapid transit (BRT) alternatives and two rail alternatives.

The DEIS does not identify the Federal Transit Administration’s preferred alternative. It is EPA’s policy

to rate each alternative when a preferred alternative is not identified. Based on our review of the DEIS,

we have rated each of the alternatives as Lack of Objections (LO) (see enclosed “Summary of EPA

Rating Definitions”). As mentioned previously, we strongly support the goals of the Project, including to

improve air quality in the region by providing additional transit options.

While the DEIS details the air quality improvements that would be achieved from full build out of the

Project, we note that construction for the alternatives would result in short-term generation of criteria

pollutant emissions that would exceed local thresholds, including localized emissions of particulate

matter for all BRT and rail alternatives, and reactive organic gases and nitrogen oxides for the rail

alternatives. We appreciate the inclusion of commitments to minimize these potential emissions in the

DEIS, including the requirement of EPA-registered particulate traps and use of Tier 4 engines at

construction sites. We recommend that these and other mitigation measures identified in the DEIS

(labeled as MM-AQ- 1 through MM-AQ-7) be included as commitments in the FEIS and Record of

Decision. We also recommend that updated information related to construction phasing/timing be

provided if a reduction of cumulative air quality impacts could be achieved through staggered

scheduling of the proposed construction activities.

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-9

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter AF1

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
AF1-1

19312
Text Box
AF1-2



We also recommend that the FTA and Metro continue to work with cities of Los Angeles and San
Fernando on developing options to address proposed impacts to existing bicycle infrastructure on Van
Nuys Boulevard. The DEIS states that bicycle lanes would be removed, and future bicycle lanes
designated for implementation along Van Nuys Boulevard would not be feasible under the build
alternatives. We recommend that FTA and Metro work with local agencies to explore the feasibility of
developing new (or making improvements to existing) bicycle infrastructure along streets adjacent to
Van Nuys Boulevard to mitigate for project impacts. The City of Los Angeles Bicycle Plan may serve as
a useful reference for mitigation ideas.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this DEIS, and are available to discuss our comments. When
the FEIS is released for public review, please send one hard copy and one CD to the address above (mail
code: ENF-4-2). If you have any questions, please contact me at 415-947-4161, or contact Jason Gerdes,
the lead reviewer for this project. Mr. Gerdes can be reached at 415-947-4221 or gerdes.jasonepa.gov.

Sincerely,

(1& %1ØL4#

Connell Dunning, Transportation Team Supervisor
Environmental Review Section

Enclosure: Summary of EPA Rating Definitions

CC via email: Walt Davis, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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SUMMARY OF EPA RATING DEFINITIONS*

This rating system was developed as a means to summarize the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) level of concern
with a proposed action. The ratings are a combination of alphabetical categories for evaluation of the environmental impacts
of the proposal and numerical categories for evaluation of the adequacy of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT Of THE ACTION

“LO”(Lack of Objectioits)
The EPA review has not identified any potential environmental impacts requiring substantive changes to the proposal. The
review may have disclosed opportunities for application of mitigation measures that could be accomplished with no more than
minor changes to the proposal.

“EC” (Environmental Concerits,)
The EPA review has identified environmental impacts that should be avoided in order to fully protect the environment.
Corrective measures may require changes to the preferred alternative or application of mitigation measures that can reduce the
environmental impact. EPA would like to work with the lead agency to reduce these impacts.

“EO” (Environmental Objections,)
The EPA review has identified significant environmental impacts that should be avoided in order to provide adequate protection
for the environment. Corrective measures may require substantial changes to the preferred alternative or consideration of some
other project alternative (including the no action alternative or a new alternative). EPA intends to work with the lead agency
to reduce these impacts.

“EU” (Environineittally Unsatisfactory)
The EPA review has identified adverse environmental impacts that are of sufficient magnitude that they are unsatisfactory from
the standpoint of public health or welfare or environmental quality. EPA intends to work with the lead agency to reduce these
impacts. If the potentially unsatisfactory impacts are not corrected at the final EIS stage, this proposal will be recommended
for referral to the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).

ADEQUACY OF THE IMPACT STATEMENT

“Category 1” (Adequate)
EPA believes the draft EIS adequately sets forth the environmental impact(s) of the preferred alternative and those of the
alternatives reasonably available to the project or action. No further analysis or data collection is necessary, but the reviewer
may suggest the addition of clarifying language or information.

“Category 2” (Insufficient Information)
The draft EIS does not contain sufficient information for EPA to fully assess environmental impacts that should be avoided in
order to fully protect the environment, or the EPA reviewer has identified new reasonably available alternatives that are within
the spectrum of alternatives analysed in the draft EIS, which could reduce the environmental impacts of the action. The
identified additional information, data, analyses, or discussion should be included in the final EIS.

“Category 3” (Inadequate)
EPA does not believe that the draft EIS adequately assesses potentially significant environmental impacts of the action, or the
EPA reviewer has identified new, reasonably available alternatives that are outside of the spectrum of alternatives analysed in
the draft EIS, which should be analysed in order to reduce the potentially significant environmental impacts. EPA believes that
the identified additional information, data, analyses, or discussions are of such a magnitude that they should have full public
review at a draft stage. EPA does not believe that the draft EIS is adequate for the purposes of the NEPA and/or Section 309
review, and thus should be formally revised and made available for public comment in a supplemental or revised draft US. On
the basis of the potential significant impacts involved, this proposal could be a candidate for referral to the CEQ.

*from EPA Manual 1640, Policy and Procedures for the Review of Federal Actions Impacting the Environment
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Atwater 3371 Glendale Blvd.
`~

~~ Village
Unit 105, Los Angeles, CA 90039

Email: Board C~AtwaterVillage org
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~ ',I ~""f';~
;.~ ~ ̀~NEIGHBORHOOD

COUNCIL
°hone: 323 230-3406 c:~~._.,.-;4`

~~
__ `. www.AtwaterVillage.org

AVNC Officers Co-Chairs: Courtney Morris, Edward Morrissey .Treasurer: Andrew MacKay •Secretary. Karen Knapp

October 12, 2017

Walter Davis, Project Manager
Metro

One Gateway Plaza, M/S 99-22-3
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: East Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Project
Comment to the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Statement (EIR/EIS)

Dear Mr. Davis,

By way of this letter, the Atwater Village Neighborhood Council (AVNC) is submitting comment to the
above-referenced Draft EIR/EIS.

AVNC believes that it is critical for government to account for community input. As such, AVNC urges
Metro to give first and serious consideration to the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council and all other
affected neighborhood councils as the voice of their communities and stakeholders with regard to the
East Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Project and all other future projects.

Please contact the undersigned Co-Chairs should you have any questions or comments.

~

" V ' ` ~~_

Edward Morrissey Courtney Morris
Co-Chair Co-Chair

cc: Van Nuys Neighborhood Council

M r. Brad Balduff
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FORM GEN. 160 (REV. ll-80) 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

CITY OF LOS AN,GELES 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

January 18, 2018 

Walt Davis, Project Manager 
East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 

REF: 18-009-18 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

Anthony Moore, Assistant General Manager 1 �
Information Technology Agency Department ._,,--if: 
City of Los Angeles 

EAST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJ1ECT

The City of Los Angeles (City), Information Technology Agency (ITA), has reviewed the 
Draft Envimnmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIS/EIR) for 
the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project. Your draft stated that your 
potential areas of construction include many areas that may impact the City's locations 
and services in the San Fernando Valley area. 

ITA provides Public Safety Radio Communications Support for the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD), the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD), and the Department of 
Transportation (DOT} Valley Dispatch Center. To insure no harmful constructional work 
that would impact the City's emergency commwnications systems and radio sites, we 
hereby attached the lists of our Public Safety locations for your information. 

It is required that the Federal Transit Administration (FT A) and the Los Angeles County 
Metropoliitan Transportation Authority (Metro) shall guarantee that the proposed work is 
not within 1000 feet of the City's Police, Fire j 

and DOT locations. The FTA and Metro 
shall notify and submit any detailed plans to the IT A for approval and shall make all 
corrections necessary to protect the operations of the City's Public Safety Systems. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Mehrdad Larijaniha at 
(213) 978-0872.

Attachments 
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October 25, 2017 

Mr. Walter Davis, Project Manager 
East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-5 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

SUBJECT: Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR 
(SCH No. 2013021064) 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

The City of San Fernando (“City”) appreciates this opportunity to comment on the 
Draft EIS/EIR for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor project (Draft EIS/EIR).  
The City supports the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project proposed by 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to improve 
local public transit service along Van Nuys Boulevard and the Truman Street/San 
Fernando Road corridor, and regional connectivity for eastern San Fernando Valley.   

This project will help improve mobility for the residents of the City by providing greater 
access to transit service to sub-regional and regional destinations, as well as the City 
becoming a destination point.  However, since a segment of the proposed four alternatives 
will traverse the City along the NW-SE Truman Street/San Fernando Road corridor, and 
through the City’s current San Fernando Corridor Specific Plan Amendment area. The 
following are the City’s comments on the Draft EIS/EIR: 

The City of San Fernando prefers and supports Light Rail Transit (LRT) with 14 
stations and is providing our comments on the Draft EIS/EIR.    

1. Vehicular Traffic and Circulation Impacts.  The Draft EIS/EIR examines the level of 
service (LOS) of seventy three (73) intersections within the project area, of which, 
thirteen (13) are in the City of San Fernando.  Under the LRT/Tram Alternative 
(Alternative 3), nine (9) of the studied intersections within the City would be at 
LOS E or F and have a significant impact relative to the future No-Build 
Alternative.  The increased traffic impacts would result from increased train trips 
and increased cross-arm gate down time at the rail crossings, thereby increasing 
traffic flow delays at these “choke points.”   
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 2 of 6 

In fact, based upon discussions and meeting notes memorializing a January 11, 
2017 meeting between Metro and City representatives concerning the County 
Grade Crossing and Corridor Safety Program, traffic circulation, pedestrian 
safety/access improvements, grade separations, graffiti control, and trespassing 
violations were prominently discussed. In particular, the City cited safety 
concerns at the heavily travelled Maclay Avenue and Hubbard Avenue grade 
crossings as well as the lighter vehicular volumes at Wolfskill/Jessie Street and 
Brand Avenue grade crossings. As a result of these discussions, it was agreed that 
after Metro identifies the locally preferred alternative for the East San Fernando 
Valley Transit Corridor Project, the Metro team will consider each of the 
suggested improvements for affected grade crossings as part of the evaluation of 
the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project. 

The LRT/Tram Alternative (Alternative 3) will result in additional impacts to the 
area businesses during and after construction. For example, the LRT requires 
overhead catenary wires and careful consideration should be given to the 
placement of supporting poles, particularly in relation to adjacent businesses, 
signage, existing street trees and pedestrian travel on the sidewalks. Also the 
location of the LRT/Tram Alternative is within the existing public right-of-way of 
San Fernando Road, possibly removing a vehicular lane, and will further impact 
vehicular travel on the roadway. 

Although outside the City limits, the T-intersection of SR-118 Freeway off-ramp 
and San Fernando Road is heavily impacted by traffic congestion during commute 
time periods, resulting in vehicles queued into on-coming traffic.  The left-turn 
lanes are currently experiencing congestion, and with the proposed LRT station at 
Paxton Street and San Fernando Road, traffic congestion would be further 
exacerbated with either the LRT/Tram or LRT Alternatives.   

Therefore, the City recommends: 

 Traffic signals be synchronized and timed to minimize vehicle delays and 
traffic congestion at all intersections along Hubbard Street, from San 
Fernando Road to 4th Street in San Fernando and further north to Glenoaks 
Boulevard, and along the East/West thoroughfares of Truman Street and San 
Fernando Road, from Hubbard Street East to the proposed Paxton/San 
Fernando Station.   

 Dual left-turn and/or right-turn lanes at key intersection approaches, 
especially in the San Fernando Downtown District of the Specific Plan area.  
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 3 of 6 

 The existing bike path within the City of San Fernando should be aligned with 
the bike path entering from the South into the City of San Fernando; the 
realigned bike path should be a continuous Class I bikeway located to the 
South of the railroad line, dedicated for pedestrian and cyclists, with ample 
opportunities for cyclists to reach nearby locations and amenities to rest and 
store their bicycles.    

2. Compatibility with and Enhancement of the Proposed San Fernando Corridor 
Specific Plan Amendment.  The City has completed its draft San Fernando 
Corridors Specific Plan Amendment and EIR. The City completed the EIR public 
review period on September 25, 2017 and anticipates initiating the Specific Plan 
Amendment adoption process in late November 2017.  Since a segment of the 
East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor project traverses the Specific Plan 
Amendment area, Metro should incorporate development standards and design 
guidelines in the development of the eventual preferred alternative.  Major 
consideration should be given to providing business assistance programs, both 
technical and financial, to assist local merchants, businesses, and residents to 
minimize potential disruptions.  

3. Light Rail Transit Stations.  With the importance and projected high passenger 
usage of the Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink Station, more amenities are needed 
at this existing station.  While improvements to stations are identified in the Draft 
EIS/EIR to mitigate potential aesthetics/visual quality and safety/security impacts, 
the Sylmar/San Fernando Station needs an enclosed passenger waiting structure 
with seating and public restrooms conveniently located adjacent to the station 
platform.   

While the Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink Station is in the City of Los Angeles, it 
is located immediately adjacent to the City of San Fernando, and therefore, the 
station improvements should also incorporate a Public Art component and reflect 
the design guidelines of the San Fernando Corridor Specific Plan Amendment as 
should the Maclay Station. Metro should hold additional informational 
workshops and community outreach programs to adequately inform San 
Fernando residents and businesses of this major new development. San Fernando 
requests that Metro provide guidance and information concerning technical 
assistance and grant funds to complete a specific area plan around the new 
Maclay Station, including a feasibility analysis of constructing a 2-3 level public 
parking structure on the existing City Parking Lot N6, and a Pedestrian 
Connectivity Study to promote alternative forms of travel to and from the 
Sylmar/San Fernando and Maclay Stations.  
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 4 of 6 

Therefore, the City recommends that Metro: 
 
 Analyze feasibility of constructing multi-level public parking structure in 

association with the proposed Maclay Station. 

 Conduct community outreach and education program to effectuate two-way 
communication with the desired outcome of achieving increased 
understanding and mutual benefit. 

 Incorporate design guidelines and development standards that are representative 
of San Fernando’s history, culture, and supportive of the San Fernando Corridors 
Specific Plan Amendment. The design features should promote and establish a 
“sense of place” that is authentic, energetic, and colorful. 

 Install Public Art at major pedestrian areas, such as stations and pedestrian 
access points near San Fernando’s downtown area. 

 Install of enhanced streetscape, pedestrian, and landscape improvements along 
the entire East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor within San Fernando. 

4. Public Safety and Public Parking.  Alternative 3 would require taking 
approximately twelve (12) feet of City property adjacent to the existing rail right-
of-way.  This would result in the need to relocate public safety storage and radio 
communication equipment, the loss of six (6) secure parking spaces reserved for 
public safety vehicles, and the loss of twenty-three (23) public parking spaces 
located in City Lot 6N.  This represents a loss of approximately thirty percent 
(30%) of the available public parking in Lot 6N and thirty percent (30%) of 
available secure public safety parking. 

Therefore, the City recommends that Metro: 

 Replace the lost public parking and secure public safety parking by 
constructing a multi-level public parking structure in association with the 
proposed Maclay Station. 

 Relocate the secure public safety storage and communications equipment to 
a secure area in a multi-level public parking structure. 

5. Economic and Social Justice.  The Measure M Ordinance approved by Los Angeles 
County voters included a provision for requiring a 3% local contribution to major 
rail transit capital projects.  The Ordinance calculates the local contribution based 
on the centerline track miles within a local jurisdiction with a new station in those 
jurisdictions.  The local contribution will be calculated by dividing 3% of the 
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 5 of 6 

project’s total cost, estimated after the conclusion of thirty percent (30%) of final 
design, by the number of new rail stations constructed on the line.  

 
Eligible fund sources to satisfy 3% local contribution include any funds controlled 
by the local agency or local agencies (e.g., General Fund, State Gas Tax 
Subventions, Prop. A, Prop. C and Measure R and M Local Return Funds, Measure 
M Subregional Program Funds), or any funds awarded from non‐Metro 
competitive grant process funding. 
 
Although it is too early to calculate the City’s required local contribution, initial 
estimates range from $2.5 to $5 million.  A match of this magnitude will require 
the City to divert a significant amount of future transportation funding from 
critical services such as local transit services (i.e. Trolley and Paratransit), street 
maintenance, tree trimming services, street sweeping, and street resurfacing 
projects; all of those services are funded using State Gas Tax, Proposition A, 
Proposition C, Measure R and Measure M funds.  To the extent the City must use 
those funds toward a required local match, it will necessitate cuts in the services 
anticipated to be funded by these aforementioned funding sources. 
 
Additionally, the City of San Fernando is a disadvantaged community with the 
entire City designated as eligible for Community Development Block Grant 
funding.  More affluent cities that have benefited from major rail transit capital 
projects in the past, including the Exposition Line through Culver City and the 
Gold Line through Pasadena, were not required to provide a local contribution.  
This raises some very serious economic and social justice concerns as San 
Fernando residents have paid County-wide sales taxes, including Proposition A, 
Proposition C, and particularly Measure R, but have not received a proportionate 
benefit as many of the capital projects funded through those taxes have not 
benefited the Northeast San Fernando Valley.  In addition to another increase in 
sales tax resulting from Measure M that further erodes the City’s residents’ 
disposable income, our disadvantaged community is now also being asked for a 
significant local match. 
 
Therefore, the City recommends: 

 As a qualified disadvantaged community, grant a financial hardship waiver to 
eliminate or significantly reduce the 3% local match. 

 If payment of funds that would otherwise be available to the City for local 
improvements will be required, allow flexibility for a payment schedule that 
amortizes the cost, interest free, over a minimum of fifty (50) years. 
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 6 of 6 

 Reduce the financial burden by widening the parameters for projects that 
qualify to reduce the City’s local match.  For example, the City has plans to 
move forward with a $3.5 million project to construct a 1.5-mile bike path 
along the Pacoima Wash that connects to the bike path within the Metro 
right-of-way (along the route of the proposed LRT).  Planning and engineering 
work for that project is underway and construction may be complete prior to 
the arrival of the proposed LRT.  That project fits well within Metro’s first 
mile/last mile philosophy and the entire project cost, regardless of timing, 
should be applicable to the City’s local match. 

The City of San Fernando thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the East San 
Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR and we look forward to continued 
involvement in this project.  Should you have any questions regarding our comments, 
please feel free to contact Mr. Alexander P. Meyerhoff, City Manager, at (818) 898-
1202 or at CityManager@sfcity.org. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sylvia Ballin 
Mayor 
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MR. WALTER DAVIS, PROJECT MANAGER 
REVISED Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR (SCH No. 2013021064) 
Page 3 of 3 

The City of San Fernando looks forward to continued involvement in this project.  
Should you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to contact 
Mr. Alexander P. Meyerhoff, City Manager, at (818) 898-1202 or at 
CityManager@sfcity.org. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sylvia Ballin 
Mayor 
 
 
Enclosed: 

1. Comments on the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Draft EIS/EIR 
(SCH No. 2013021064) dated October 25, 2017. 
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October 16, 2017 
 
Walt Davis  Submitted via electronic mail 
Project Manager    
Metro 
One Gateway Plaza 
Mail Stop: 99-22-4 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
SUBJECT: PROJECT NAME: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project 
 
Presented below are comments submitted on behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD 
or District) regarding the proposed East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project. 

The alternatives being considered include transit systems management improvements, new Bus Rapid 
Transit alternatives, and two rail alternatives near LAUSD schools. Specifically, the Project would be 
adjacent to or within 100 feet of: 

• Panorama High School (HS) 

• Arleta HS 

• San Fernando Middle School (MS) 

In addition, the Project would potentially impact the pedestrian routes to several elementary schools, 
including: 

• Van Nuys Elementary School (ES) 

• Liggett ES 

• Beachy ES 

• Sharp ES 

Due to the proximity of the Project to District schools, LAUSD has the following concerns about the 
potential negative impacts of the Project on the operation of schools as well as the school communities, 
including students, teachers, staff, and parents.  

Noise and Vibration 

Noise created by construction and operation activities may impact those District schools that are adjacent to 
the Project corridor. The California Environmental Quality Act requires that such impacts be quantified and 
eliminated or reduced to a level of insignificance. LAUSD established maximum allowable noise levels to 
protect students and staff from noise impacts generated in terms of Leq. These standards were established 
based on the California High Performance Schools (CHPS) noise standard. LAUSD’s exterior noise standard 
is 67 dBA Leq and the interior noise standard is 45 dBA Leq. A noise level increase of 3 dBA or more over 
ambient noise levels is considered significant for existing schools and would require mitigation to achieve 
levels within 2 dBA of pre-Project ambient level. LAUSD requests that the construction and operation noise 

MICHELLE KING 
Superintendent of Schools 

DIANE H. PAPPAS 
Chief Executive Officer 

District Operations and Digital Innovation  

 

ROBERT LAUGHTON 
Director, Environmental Health and Safety 

 

CARLOS A. TORRES 
Deputy Director, Environmental Health and Safety 
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impacts at District schools near the proposed rail line alternatives be analyzed in relation to LAUSD’s Noise 
Standards. 
 
In addition, to ensure that effective measures are employed to reduce construction and operation related 
noise impacts on District sites, LAUSD asks that the following language be included in the control measures 
for noise impacts: 
 

• If the control measures do not reduce noise impacts to District schools to a level of insignificance, 
the project applicant shall develop new and appropriate measures to effectively reduce construction 
or operation related noise. Provisions shall be made to allow the school and or designated 
representative(s) to notify the project applicant when such measures are warranted.  

Pedestrian Safety 

Construction 

Construction activities that include sidewalk closures, street closures, the presence of heavy equipment, and 
increased truck trips to haul materials on and off the Project site can lead to safety hazards for people 
walking in the vicinity of the construction site. To ensure that effective measures are employed to reduce 
construction and operation-related pedestrian safety impacts on District sites, LAUSD asks that the 
following language be included in the pedestrian safety control measures: 
 

• Contractors must maintain ongoing communication with District schools administrators, providing 
sufficient notice to forewarn children and parents when existing pedestrian routes to school may be 
impacted. 

• Contractors must maintain safe and convenient pedestrian routes to District schools. The District’s 
School Pedestrian Route Maps are available at:  
http://www.lausd-oehs.org/saferoutestoschools.asp. 

• Contractors must install and maintain appropriate traffic controls (signs and signals) to ensure 
pedestrian and vehicular safety. 

• Haul routes are not to pass by any school, except when school is not in session. 

• No staging or parking of construction-related vehicles, including worker-transport vehicles, will 
occur on or adjacent to a school property. 

• Funding for crossing guards or flaggers, at the contractor’s expense, may be required when safety 
of children may be compromised by construction-related activities at impacted school crossings. 

• Barriers and/or fencing must be installed to secure construction equipment and to minimize 
trespassing, vandalism, short-cut attractions, and attractive nuisances. 

• Contractors are required to provide security patrols (at their expense) to minimize trespassing, 
vandalism, and short-cut attractions. 

Operation 

Due to the potential for the median-running alternatives to encourage illegal street and track crossings, the 
District believes the Curb-Running BRT would have less impacts to pedestrian safety then the median-
running alternatives. If one of the median-running options is selected, the District requests that a barrier the 
length of the alignment be installed to prevent illegal pedestrian crossings (this was an option discussed in 
the Draft EIS/Draft EIR for the median-running BRT alternative). 

The District is opposed to any design of the rail alternatives for the East San Fernando Valley Transit 
Corridor that would include at-grade crossings of pedestrian right-of-ways near school sites, unless it is 
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demonstrated that alternative mitigation measures will eliminate all safety hazards. If the Project moves 
forward with one of the rail alternatives and does not grade-separate the rail alignment at all pedestrian 
crossings near schools, the District requests that automatic pedestrian gates with audible-visual warning 
devices and channeling railings be installed at all at-grade pedestrian crossings to prevent pedestrians from 
crossing the rail lines when trains are present.  

The District requests that, whichever alternative is selected, the buses or rail slow down when in school 
zones or at school crossings.  

Traffic/Transportation 

LAUSD’s Transportation Branch must be contacted at (213) 580-2950 regarding the potential effect upon 
existing school bus routes.  The Project Manager or designee will have to notify the LAUSD Transportation 
Branch of the expected start and ending dates for various portions of the proposed Project that may affect 
traffic within nearby school areas. To ensure that effective mitigations are employed to reduce construction 
and operation related transportation impacts on District sites, we ask that the following language be 
included in the traffic control measures: 

• School buses must have unrestricted access to District schools.   

• During the construction phase, truck traffic and construction vehicles may not cause traffic delays 
for our transported students. 

• During and after construction, changed traffic patterns, lane adjustment, traffic light patterns, and 
altered bus stops may not affect school buses’ on-time performance and passenger safety. 

• Construction trucks and other vehicles are required to stop when encountering school buses using 
red-flashing-lights must-stop-indicators per the California Vehicle Code. 

• Contractors must install and maintain appropriate traffic controls (signs and signals) to ensure 
vehicular safety. 

• Contractors must maintain ongoing communication with LAUSD school administrators, providing 
sufficient notice to forewarn children and parents when existing vehicle routes to school may be 
impacted. 

• Parents dropping off their children must have access to the passenger loading areas. 

The District’s charge is to protect the health and safety of students and staff, and the integrity of the learning 
environment. The comments presented above identify potential environmental impacts related to the 
proposed Project that must be either analyzed further or addressed to ensure the welfare of the students 
attending District schools, their teachers and the staff, as well as to assuage the concerns of the parents of 
these students. Therefore, the measures set forth in these comments should be adopted as conditions of 
project approval to offset unmitigated impacts on the students and staff at District schools. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you need additional information please contact me at (213) 
241-3432. 

Regards, 
 
 
 
Will Meade, Environmental Planning Specialist 
LAUSD, Office of Environmental Health & Safety   
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THE MffROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT 
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Office of the General Manager 

October 5, 2017 

Mr. Walt Davis, Project Manager 
East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
One Gateway Plaza, MS-99-7 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Email: DAVISWA@metro.net 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

Draft Envirorunental Impact Report for the 

EMAIL AND USPS 

East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2013021064) 

The Metropolitan Water District ofSouthem California (Metropolitan) has reviewed the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the East San Femando Valley Transit Corridor Project. 
The proposed project would extend from the Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink Station on the 
north to the Metro Orange Line on the south and provide area residents, businesses, and transit
dependent populations with improved mobility and access to the regional transit system. 

Metropolitan is a public agency and regional water wholesaler. It is comprised of 26 member 
pub! ic agencies serving approximately 19 million people in portions of six counties in Southern 
California, including Los Angeles County. 

Metropolitan's East Valley Feeder is located within the public right-of-way (generally along 
Haddon A venue in an east-west direction) within the northern portion of the project area (see 
attached location map). The East Valley Feeder is a 48-inch inside diameter treated water 
pipeline. Based on om review of the proposed project, the project could interfere with 
Metropolitan's ongoing operation, maintenance and repair activities on the East Valley Feeder, 
which requires unrestricted and unobstructed access to these facilities. Metropolitan requires 
unobstructed access to its facilities, to maintain and repair its system. 

In order to avoid potential conflicts with Metropolitan's facilities and rights-of-way, we require 
that any design plans for any activity in the area of Metropolitan's pipelines or facilities be 
submitted for ow· review and written approval. Approval of the project is contingent on 
Metropolitan's approval of design plans for portions of the proposed project that could impact its 
facilities. Any future design plans associated with this project should be submitted to the 
attention of Metropolitan's Substructures Team. 

700 North Alameda Street, Los Angeles, California 90012• Mailing Address: Sox 54153. Los AngeleseCalifomia 90054-0153 • TelephOne (213) 217·6000 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-58

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter AL11

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
AL11-1



THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Mr. Walt Davis 
Page2 
October 5, 2017 

Detailed prints of drawings of Metropolitan's pipelines and rights-of-way may be obtained by 
calling Metropolitan's Substructmes Information Line at (213) 217-6564. To assist the applicant 
in preparing plans that are compatible with Metropolitan's facilities and easements, we have 
enclosed a copy of the "Guidelines for Developments in the Area of Facilities, Fee Properties, 
and/or Easement of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California." Please note that all 
submitted designs or plans must clearly identify Metropolitan's facilities and rights-of-way. 

Metropolitan cncomages projects within its service area to include water conservation measures. 
While Metropolitan continues to build new supplies and develop means for more efficient use of 
ctm·ent resources, projected population and economic growth will increase demands on the 
cunent system. Water conservation, reclaimed water use, and groundwater recharge programs 
are integral components to regional water supply planning. Metropolitan suppotts mitigation 
measmes such as using water efficient fixtures, drought tolerant landscaping, and reclaimed 
water to offset any increase in water use associated with the proposed project. Metropolitan, 
therefore, encomages evaluation in the EIR of the potential for using recycled water for any 
proposed new rail car maintenance and storage facilities (MSF) for washing and other industrial 
pmposes, or consider rail car washing systems that recycle water on-site. MSF water use is 
discussed in "Surface Water Use and Flows» (page 4.13.28). Additionally, Metropolitan 
encourages the EIR to also evaluate the potential for incorporating low-water use landscapes, or 
using recycled water where possible for any landscapes associated with the project. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input to your planning process and we look forward to 
receiving future documentation and plans for this project. For further assistance, please contact 
Ms. Lilia I. Martinez at (213) 217-5656. 

Very truly yours, 

Jennifer Harriger 
Team Manager, Environmental Planning Section 

LIM/lim 

Enclosures: 
1) Location Map of Metropolitan's East Valley Feeder within Project Limits 
2) Guidelines for Developments in the Area of Facilities, Fee Properties, and/or Easements 

ofThe Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

cc: Kieran Callanan, Substructures Team 
Warren Teitz, Water ResoW'ces Management 

700 North Alameela Street, Los Angeles, California 90012• Mailing Address: Box 54153, Los Angeles•Callfomla 90054·0153 • TelephOne (213) 217-6000 
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  San Fernando Valley Council of Governments  

 
 
 
 

October 10, 2017 
 
Phil Washington 
CEO, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
1 Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
 
 
Dear Mr. Washington, 
 
At the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments (SFVCOG) September 28, 2017, Special 
Meeting, the Board of Directors voted unanimously to support the East San Fernando Valley 
Transit Corridor being built as grade-running light rail with 14 stations and that also retains local 
bus service. 
  
As part of the Measure M development process, the SFVCOG developed a project priority list and 
submit it to Metro, including funding for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project. 
This project was originally a Measure R (2008) funded project, but only had $170 million assigned 
to it, not enough to build either bus or rail. During public outreach, the community had indicated a 
desire for higher use mode along the Corridor. With that in mind, the SFVOG Board of Directors 
submitted this project as a Measure M project that was then included in the adopted ballot 
language approved the voters.  
 
We urge Metro to move forward with this project as light rail to serve the regional need along this 
corridor and its connection to the rest of the region. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jess Talamantes 
Chair, Board of Directors 
 
cc: Manjeet Ranu, Senior Executive Officer, Countywide Planning & Development 
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Officers: 
Jeffrey Lynn, President 
Jason Ackerman, Vice President 
Veronica Marin, Treasurer 
Jeanette Hopp, Secretary,  
Board Members: 
Richard Hopp  
Quirino de la Cuesta  
John Hendry  
Penny Meyer  
Michael Browning 
Maria Skelton 
Howard Benjamin 
George Thomas 
Veronica Marin 
Josef Lazarovitz  
Marlin Medrano, 
Steve Friedmann 
Vacant 
Stacy Rains 
Jerry Martin 

 
CALIFORNIA 

 

Van Nuys  
Neighborhood Council 

VNNC Board 
 

 
VAN NUYS 

 NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL 

 

P.O. Box 3118 
Van Nuys, CA 

91404  
www.VNNC.org 

 
OR CONTACT 

 
Department of 
Neighborhood 

Empowerment linked 
through our website under 

"Resources" 

October 11, 2017 

Re: East Valley Corridor DEIR 

Walter Davis, Project Manager 
Metro 
One Gateway Plaza M/S 99-22-3 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Mr. Davis: 
The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council General Board (VNNC) met on October 11, 2017 (http://vnnc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/10-11-2017_VNNC_GenBoard_Agenda_D.pdf) and voted to approve the following 
comments on the East Valley Rapid Transit Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Report by a vote of 19 in 
favor, with no opposition and 1 abstention: 

(II. The VNNC to discuss and take possible action on the East Valley Rapid Transit Corridor so as to meet the 
comment period closing October 30, 2017      (https://www.metro.net/projects/east-sfv/ )                (30 
Minutes) 
 

Motion: The VNNC to submit the following as a formal letter to Metro Regarding the East Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor Project: 
 

1.  The VNNC Strongly Supports "Alternative 4" (High Floor Light Rail Train with 14 Stops), as it will be 
of maximum long-term benefit to Van Nuys and its neighboring communities along Van Nuys Blvd. 
The VNNC has been carefully studying other Light Rail Projects both completed, and in the process of 
completion in Los Angeles County and in Southern California and strongly recommends the following 
be studied. 

 
a. That the route be Grade-Separated (above and/or below the surface of the street) for no less than 

50% of its length (like the Crenshaw Line) and that above-grade sections be built with the 
smallest structural footprint possible, to preserve the maximum amount of space for ground-
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based mobility and minimize the negative impacts of having trains and cars sharing the same 
space.

b. The Platforms should be built to accommodate Six (6)-Car Trains. The Expo Line has shown the
perils of thinking too small and we see the eventual SFV to LAX Line Carrying Red-Line Levels
of riders once phases 2 and 3 are completed.

c. Make sure that the "Sepulveda Pass" project is of the same corridor and technology as the East
Valley Rapid Transit Corridor to allow single seat rides between the SFV and the Westside and
eventually LAX.

2. The VNNC Understands that if rail is chosen a Maintenance and Storage Facility (MSF) will need to be
built and:

a. .The VNNC strongly Opposes MSF Option A (straddling the Orange Line between Kester
Avenue and Vesper Avenue). This is a thriving Industrial and artisanal area that if chosen would
displace approximately 200 small businesses and hundreds of workers that add tremendous value
to the area and the community.

b. The VNNC strongly suggests Metro pursue MSF Option B (south of the Metrolink tracks on the
west side of Van Nuys Boulevard) or Option C (north of the Metrolink tracks on the west side of
Van Nuys Boulevard) either site would benefit Metro as it would be roughly in the center of the
route for Phase 1which minimizes the distance cars would have to travel to the southern or
northern terminus.

c. The VNNC further recommends that Metro consider acquiring 7600 Tyrone Ave from LADWP,
which is and has for years been vacant and would be a far more suitable third option than ‘MSF
Option A.’

We look forward to your thoughtful response, and hope our proposals will be considered.

Jeffrey Lynn
President, Van Nuys Neighborhood Council

Jason Ackerman
Vice-President, Van Nuys Neighborhood Council
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Public Comments 
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1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:02 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: line connecting orange line and Sylmar

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: nancy robin alderman [mailto:nanfab1@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2017 10:15 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: line connecting orange line and Sylmar 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 

I just heard that your department would soon be deciding on a plan to connect Sylmar to the orange line and that 
we could let you know our preferences.  I am in favor of a 14 station light rail connecting the orange line and 
Sylmar and opposed to the bus lines.  The bus lines are notoriously off schedule and therefore unreliable 
causing many people to drive when they would prefer to take public transportation.  If this is not the platform 
for public voice, please advise me of that address. 

Yours truly, 
Nancy Alderman 
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1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:55 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#35]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 1:18 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#35] 
 

Name *  Adrienne Altman  

Address   
15035 Otsego St  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403  

United States  

Email Address *  laconda@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  I would like to offer strong preference for light rail. I live in the SF Valley 

not far from the proposed transit way on Van Nuys Blvd. Auto traffic is 

currently at or beyond capacity, impacting ease of movement, air quality 

and neighborhood aesthetics and quality of life. Light rail, with some 

underground stations as outlined, would be faster, more readily 

expandable, less disruptive of and at the same time less susceptible to 

impact of auto traffic and pedestrian safety, thereby also not 

multiplying vehicular air pollution. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Support for RAIL in the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor (ESFVTC)

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Joseph Ancewicz [mailto:joe@fsmanagement.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 4:35 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Support for RAIL in the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor (ESFVTC) 
 
I 100% support the building of a RAIL LINE in the ESFVTC…and preferably a light rail line.  A bus line will not be able to 
carry the same amount of people that trains can.  The NIMBYs had their way with the Orange line and even though it is 
successful, can you imagine what it would be like if it was a rail line?  It’s simply a disgrace that the Valley was given the 
short end of the stick then…please do NOT make that mistake with this line. 
 
Joseph P. Ancewicz 
10357 Ruffner Ave 
Granada Hills, CA 91344 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Metro [mailto:eastsfvtransit@metro.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 2:52 PM 
To: Joseph Ancewicz 
Subject: Public Comment Period Open Until Oct. 30th 
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Public Comment Period is Open Until Oct. 30 
 

 
 

   

 

En español 
 
The public comment period is still open until October 30, 2017. Below are the many 
ways you can submit your comments. Please keep them coming! 
 
More details about the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project can be 
found at www.metro.net/eastsfvtransit. 

 

 
 

  

 

Ways to Comment 
 

 
 

 

Mr. Walt Davis, Project Manager 
Metro 
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99‐22‐3 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

 

 

 

  

 

818.276.3233 
 

 

 

 

eastsfvtransit@metro.net 
 

 

 

metro.net/eastsfvtransit 
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All Metro meetings are held in ADA accessible facilities. Spanish translation provided. 
Other ADA accommodations and translations available by calling 818.276.3233 at least 72 
hours in advance. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

 

Stay Connected 
 

 
 

  

 

@metrolosangeles 
 

 

 

 

losangelesmetro 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

Metro | One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012  

Unsubscribe joe@fsmanagement.com  

Update Profile | About our service provider 

Sent by eastsfvtransit@metro.net  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:59 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Arman Antekelyan [mailto:armanant@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 7:13 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
To whom it may concern; 
 
Please don't built here! 
I am a business owner at option A and I urge you to look for another location. There are too many wonderful businesses 
that yield the Van Nuys economy and it is just getting better and better. You will kill this community with your stupid 
little toy train! No need for this and you know it! This will be all over the media, and there will be a lot of protesters 
supporting the community and its businesses! Van Nuys needs more busses, not LTR!!!  
HELL NO on option A!!!!!! 
 
 iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Public Comment on Metro Repair yard October 30 2017, yes on Option B

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: C. L. Antokal [mailto:cogent143@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:29 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Public Comment on Metro Repair yard October 30 2017, yes on Option B 
 

NO on OPTION A 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a member of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600  households just South of Hatteras west 
of  Van Nuys Blvd.   
  
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering 
putting a rail yard near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your 
homes!  We vehemently oppose Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the 
better, but please do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain 
to remove long-standing businesses in our community.   

--  
C. L. Antokal 
PO Box 5848 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 3:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Preferred Option

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: John Arnstein [mailto:john.arnstein@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 11:39 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Preferred Option 
 
As a resident of the San Fernando Valley, I am submitting my request for Metro to select the light rail option with 
3'underground stations for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. I join Congressman Brad Sherman and the 
Sierra  Club, among others, in judging this to be the best transportation solution for the Valley, the City and the region. 
 
John Arnstein 
4827 Oak Park Ave. 
Encino, CA 91316 
John.arnstein@gmail.com 
818‐850‐6110 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#105]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:51 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#105] 
 

Name *  Michelle Aucoin  

Address   
5934 Vesper Ave.  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  steffesaucoin@gmail.com  

Comment *  Option A for the train yard - right next to the homes of Vista Oaks - is a 

terrible idea! Please don't put a train yard right in our family 

neighborhood. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:49 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor :  NO to Option A for the Maintenance 

Facility  : Please don't take our buildings and businesses and jobs

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Brad Balduff [mailto:brad@thenetpros.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2017 12:23 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor : NO to Option A for the Maintenance Facility : Please don't take our 
buildings and businesses and jobs 
 

Dear Metro: 
 
My family has had a business on Aetna Street in Van Nuys for over 40 years.  First as 
renters and then we saved and bought a building on Aetna a block up from our original 
location.  My dad passed away a few years ago and we closed his business, divided the 
10,000+ sq. ft. building and now rent the subdivisions to 7 tenants.  The businesses that 
are our tenants, cannot relocate to another location close by.  There are no available M2 
zoned properties in the area available for sale or rent (per http://www.loopnet.com 10-17-
2017), much less approximately 200 such zoned properties for all the businesses that will 
be forced to relocate if Option A is chosen.  The affected businesses will have to move out of 
Van Nuys and likely out of Los Angeles.  If these businesses are forced to move, Los Angeles 
could lose approximately 1,000 jobs and a significant amount of tax revenue. 
 
These businesses would need to move as a block as many of them work with and build 
parts for other businesses right in the section/neighborhood of Van Nuys included in 
Option A.  Not only that, many of the business owners in the Target Area of Option A live in 
Van Nuys as do many their employees.  Their exit will have a pronounced negative impact 
on Van Nuys. 
 
There are better options that will help Los Angeles and more depleted 
neighborhoods.  Panorama City, Option B, wants the Maintenance Facility and is a 
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depleted neighborhood in need of the jobs this Maintenance Facility would bring.  The 
targeted area of Van Nuys is thriving and not depleted.  It even works to keep crime very 
low by working with the police and other government agencies to keep this area safe and 
prosperous.   
 
The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council and the Panorama City Neighborhood Council urge 
you NOT to place the Maintenance Facility in Option A.  The Atwater Village Neighborhood 
Council urges you to listen to and honor the suggestions of the affected Neighborhood 
Councils. 
 
Please don’t force my family and the other families and workers from our businesses and 
homes that help keep this area of Van Nuys vibrant, profitable and a huge benefit for Los 
Angeles. 
 
Brad Balduff 
Development Manager 
The Net Pros  
14807 Aetna St. unit D 
818‐448‐1584 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:00 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No thanks! 

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Raffi Bandarian [mailto:raffi_bandarian@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:53 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No thanks!  
 
Please choose another option for the proposed railroad project. This is a relatively quiet family neighborhood and do not 
need to heighten the noise level and congestion. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Raffi Bandarian and Lorna Peer 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:00 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#103]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:50 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#103] 
 

Name *  Raffi Bandarian  

Address   
5727 Vista Del Monte  

Sherman Oaks , CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  raffi_bandarian@yahoo.com  

Comment *  Please pick another site for this project. It is a family neighborhood and 

we would like to keep it that way.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:49 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#95]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#95] 
 

Name *  Maria Barreto  

Address   
11884 colbalt st  

sylmar, ca 91342  

United States  

Email Address *  n/a@na.com  

Comment *  buses mas rapidos. buses mas a tiempo. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:43 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#74]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 5:57 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#74] 
 

Name *  Adam Becker  

Address   
5726 Tobias Ave.  

Ca Sherman oaks  

United States  

Email Address *  adamb20@hotmail.com  

Comment *  Hello, 

 

As a resident of the Vista Oaks neighborhood please note the we 

STRONGLY oppose Option A and STRONGLY SUPPORT Option B (MSF in 

Panorama City). I understand that Panorama City really wants the 

protect in their city too. Please do not build it in the area where you 

want to use eminent domain to destroy 186 area businesses supporting 

1500 workers and leave a 33 acre "dead zone" in our neighborhood! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:17 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: Fw: Metro - East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message
Attachments: Msg-20171029-180247-0.mp3

Here's another new one... 
 

Hello.  My name is Adam Becker.  Please reach me at 323‐397‐1853.  I’m calling to tell you that I definitely 
oppose this Option A, which is the giant train yard that you’re going to put basically in my backyard on Oxnard 
Street.  And I strongly support Option B, which is the MSF in Panorama City.  From my understanding 
Panorama City actually want this project in their city and I think you would want to do that rather than 
destroying about one hundred and eighty‐six businesses that employ about fifteen hundred workers in our 
neighborhood, and also basically leave a thirty‐three acre dead zone where you propose to build this transit 
yard and rail yard.  So, please call me back.  I’ve actually just found out about this entire project.  Did not know 
anything about it.  And as a resident of the neighborhood that’s very disheartening.  So I can be reached at 
818‐397‐1853. 

 
 

From: Phone Mail <maildelivery@voicenation.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 6:02 PM 
To: Jomel Rosel ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Subject: Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message  
  
Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH VoiceMail Message323397185310‐29‐2017 18:02:47 
VoiceNation, LLC 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#81]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:16 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#81] 
 

Name *  Gerard Belliveau  

Address   
6236 Langdon Ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  gerardb@mac.com  

Comment *  I strongly oppose the building of a train yard or any metro expansion 

that would force local businesses to close, especially those on Kester, 

Oxnard, Calvert, Erwin, Delano and other surroundings streets.  

I think Metro expansion along the 405 is much needed north and 

southbound, it is crazy that they did not put in a rail car or bus lane on 

the 405 during the last expansion. 

There must be another industrial area to have the train yard. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:32 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No light rail in Van Nuys

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jody B [mailto:hellojody@mac.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 6:04 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No light rail in Van Nuys 
 
You are going to destroy a vital part of our neighborhood. Please find other alternatives.  
Jody Belliveau  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:27 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Train Yard

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Berrones Diana [mailto:dberrones@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 5:05 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Train Yard 
 
This is a dreadful idea and will totally decrease our property values and bring more and more traffic into the already 
congested area. 
 
A big NO. 
 
Diana Berrones 
Property owner on Cedros Avenue. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 8:26 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Mieger, David; Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: East SFV Project - Site C for Maintenance Facility

I think this is one of the very few comments we’ve gotten about Option C. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Bruce Blumenthal [mailto:bruce@blueridgeprops.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 6:05 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East SFV Project - Site C for Maintenance Facility 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of the family trust that owns three industrial 
buildings on Arminta Street, renting to over 30 long-
time tenants, and the low-income apartment residents 
living on the south side of Blythe Street adjacent to our 
properties,  we object to choice C for your maintenance 
and service facility.  
Frankly, the DWP site would be a better choice since 
only ONE tenant is impacted and they have loads of 
facilities and land from which to operate.  We have 
tenants that will NEVER be able to rent elsewhere.  The 
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permits they required to open their businesses took 
much time and money to obtain.  Finding a location that 
would even allow them to open again will be next to 
impossible.  Most of our tenants immigrated to this 
country many years ago.  They have employees that 
rely on them to feed their families and pay their 
rents.  These are tenants with 1200 - 2400 square foot 
units, not large businesses, true "mom and pops."  I 
don't know if they'll contact you because they're busy 
making wood cabinets, metal fences, sewing clothing, 
making drapes, etc.  Frankly, many of them say talking 
with or writing to you guys is just a waste of 
time.   They say, since Metro's choice won't impact the 
Metro bureaucracy their common response is "What's 
the use?"   
 
Well, I think they're worth battling for so here it 
goes.  Most of our industrial tenants have been with us 
for 10+ years, the longest over 20 years.  They have 
scratched out livings through "boom" times but have 
struggled through the economic downturn that began in 
2007.  They don't drive fancy cars or live fancy lives 
(they eat out rarely, most bring lunches from home) and 
I can't remember one of them telling me about a 
vacation they've taken with their families.  These are 
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the families your choice of "C" will impact mightily.   
  
Now what about another population that you'd be 
negatively impacting by choosing Site C.  I'm writing 
about our residential neighbors to the north and 
adjacent to our properties located on Blythe Street.  Not 
only will the many apartment residents and their 
children be negatively impacted but there's also a 
school nearby and two parks.  We have been advised 
that Choice B has no residential properties impacted by 
its selection.  If that's the case, then it would be 
irresponsible not to choose B.  To choose C would be 
the height of disregard for this Latino neighborhood's 
safety, health and comfort.  Perhaps the thinking is "it's 
okay since they're low-income residents."  Our 
neighbors may not be rich and may scared to make their 
case, but that should not be used against them.  To 
arrogantly disregard their well-being just because Metro 
can get away with it should not be the character of your 
organization. I have been asked to contact an advocate 
for these mostly Latino, low-income residents.  So, 
maybe someone who speaks and writes Spanish will 
step up to provide you their objections.   
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Anyway, thank you for your consideration.  On behalf 
of our many tenants I hope your choice is not Site C. 
 
Bruce Blumenthal 
BLUE RIDGE PROPERTIES 
5739 Kanan Road, #313 
Agoura Hills, California 91301 
(818) 383-9871 - telephone 
(818) 337-0439 - facsimile 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Public Comment

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Nathan Bousfield [mailto:natebousfield@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:05 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Public Comment 
 
I strongly support Alternative 4: LRT over the other proposed alternatives. While Alternative 3: Low Floor LRT/Tram has 
some benefits such as more frequent stop placement, the decreased travel times make it a better fit, especially when 
considering the Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor. It is essential that this project is planned to be compatible with this 
project, and with the high ridership expected for both the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor and the Sepulveda 
Pass Transit Corridor, LRT like other Metro lines is the best option. Bus rapid transit is cheaper, but has a capacity of 
between 15,900‐16,000 less than LRT (Low‐floor LRT has a capacity of 11,600 less than LRT similar to existing lines).  
 
The cost with or without a subway for the southern section was discussed at the public comment meeting I attended, 
and I don’t have a strong preference. I would lean against tunneling, unless it is needed for compatibility with the 
Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor project. While an alternative has not been selected for that project, LRT will be an 
option and I think will be the most likely alternative, given the high ridership it is also expected to draw.  

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-132

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC28

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC28-1

19312
Text Box
PC28-2



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-133

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC29



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-134

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC29-1

19312
Text Box
PC29-2

19312
Text Box
PC29-3



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-135

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC30

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC30-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:33 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Opposition To Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: S Brecht [mailto:sgtpeprz@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 9:22 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Opposition To Option A 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

I own several properties along Aetna St., in Van Nuys. They are all 
in MTAs "Option A."  I oppose light rail for many reasons. These 
reasons have been addressed to the MTA before, so I won't go into 
them here.  
 

I oppose Option A specifically because it will rip the heart out of my 
livelihood and legacy. In addition, more than any other option, 
Option A will be the end of the line, forever, of many businesses. 
Several of which lease my property and have for many years. Real 
people: like Eduardo, who came from Ecuador many years ago in 
search of a better life in America. He is a true American success 
story. Option A will destroy him and his small business. There will 
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be no ability for him to continue or recover, no future for Eduardo. 
Same is true for Scott, Roger, and others. 
 

This destruction of livelihoods, legacies and futures will be repeated 
over and over, and over again if Option A is selected. OPTION A 
WILL DO THE MOST DAMAGE TO THE MOST PEOPLE. For 
many, there is no way forward. No silver lining. No starting over. 
For many Option A will be the end of all they have worked their 
lives over many for decades for. The toil of a lifetime needlessly 
shattered by Option A. 
 

Please do not select option A. There are better options available to 
you, but not to us. I and many others don't have that luxury of 
options. 
 

Thank You. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 3:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Public Comment Eats SFV Project

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: S Brecht [mailto:sgtpeprz@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 11:00 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Public Comment Eats SFV Project 
 

Rail is old 19th century technology. 

It is dangerous and can only run using large complicated, heavy 
centralized systems. 

          Rail is not scalable. It's hard to modify infrastructure. 

          Rail is inflexible and rigid. If a train goes down, the entire system follows.  

          Rail is unreliable. It stops in a grid down or track compromising event like 
earthquake         or accident. 

          Rail is very expensive. To build, operate, and maintain. 

          Rail is a HUGE terrorist target. One terrorist attack can take down the entire 
system. 

  

Buses are modern 21st century technology. 

Future tech friendly: Fuel cells, electric, antonymous, safer. People 
friendly,  
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          Buses are scalable. You can add and remove as needed. 

          Buses are flexible. You can change routes and timing as needed. 

          Buses are reliable. They can move under many circumstances. 

          Buses are inexpensive. To acquire, maintain and operate. 

          Buses are a tiny terrorist target. One terrorist attack doesn't  stop all buses. 

  

Choosing rail means you're only interested in growing a cumbersome expensive 
system that is dead on arrival because of social and tech changes. Did you know that 
UBER and LYFT have cut deep into mass transit ridership nationwide?)  Rail will not 
actually make people's lives better.  

Buses are for the people and the better choice. 
 

Thank you,  

Steve Brecht, sgtpeprz@yahoo.com 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:30 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: My public comment re the East Valley Transit Corridor

From another member of the Panorama NC.  She is confused in thinking there is no funding for the North SFV BRT ‐ 
actually there is $180 million in Measure M funding ‐ but I am not going to get into that now. 

Thanks. 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jan Brown [mailto:jbjasper@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 8:52 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: My public comment re the East Valley Transit Corridor 

I am a longtime resident of Panorama City, and currently on the Board of the Panorama City Neighborhood Council. Over 
the years, I have reviewed many versions of the proposed plans for the East SF Valley Corridor. I have always supported 
the Light Rail option, and still do. This is the only way to give this part of the Valley the modern transportation system 
that it deserves. I support the 14‐stop option, to assure that there not be so many stops that it will be too slow to be 
effective or efficient. I also support long platforms that can accommodate 6‐car trains for optimum future capacity. I 
strongly support this project being part of the Sepulveda Pass connection to the LA West Side, including a future 
extension of the light rail line south on Van Nuys Blvd.  
Of the options presented for the Maintenance and Storage Facility, only Option B (south of the railroad, east of Van 
Nuys Blvd.) truly makes sense, both because it will improve the currently unsightly and depressed stretch of Raymer 
Street, now always lined with roadside trash and illegal dumping on the railroad side of the street, and it will not destroy 
the more established and prosperous areas of the other options. I thus oppose Options A or C. I absolutely oppose any 
use of the DWP property east of Van Nuys at Saticoy, for which there are much better future plans for additional DWP 
use in the works.  

I strongly oppose any unfunded options such as a subway south of the railway, or the recently added bus line solution to 
CSUN, which would interfere with the proposed light rail funding.  

Please enter these comments into the considerations for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  

Thank you, 
Ms. Jan Brown 
7822 Broadleaf Avenue 
Panorama City, CA 91402 
(818) 785-5624 
JBJasper@aol.com
Sent from my iPad 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:59 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: Comments on the Draft ESFV Corridor Study
Attachments: ESFV Corridor comment map.png

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Mark Brown [mailto:mjb310@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 7:14 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: Mark Brown 
Subject: Comments on the Draft ESFV Corridor Study 
 
I am pleased with the alternatives studied and am undoubtedly convinced that a median-running light-rail project is 
the best alternative, by far.  Reasons include: 

 Highest ridership 

 Shortest travel time / Greater speed 

 Highest capacity, especially important when the line is extended to the south 

 Compatible with an LRT extension southward in subway to the Westside (no transfer required).  Critical for 
highest ridership:  Less transfers = more riders. 

 Separated from traffic lanes / Not in mixed traffic 

I do have a few issues and questions: 

 I recommend that the subway segment along Van Nuys Blvd be extended through the commercial and civic 
center area south of Sherman Way to the Orange Line.  There is a signal at almost every block with a lot of 
pedestrian traffic.  It would not be wise for an LRT line to close off cross-Van Nuys Blvd street access in a busy 
pedestrian area.   

 If the subway segment is extended to the south, is a station at Vanowen necessary?  This location is only a half 
mile from 2 other stations. Is ridership high enough at this location to warrant a subway station if LRT is below 
grade here? 

 Are stations at Arleta and Paxton necessary?  They are in close proximity to adjacent stations (Laurel Cyn and 
Van Nuys/San Fernando).  I'm concerned with the number of stations increasing corridor travel 
time.                                Faster travel speed = more riders 

 It is unfortunate that LADOT will still not fully come onboard with signal pre-emption and/or enhanced 
progression on the Expo and Orange Lines.  I can only hope that LADOT will contribute to the attractiveness of 
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this project by giving priority to LRT trains and, thus, decrease travel time for the ESFV line.  Faster travel 
speed = more riders 

 I would make sure to do a sufficient analysis and implement adequate mitigation for any loss of on-street 
parking on Van Nuys Blvd, especially in areas of higher-density housing (Panorama City, primarily). 

Please see the attached map for an illustration of the extended subway segment.  The stations I referred to above 
regarding elimination are in yellow.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments on this important project. 
 
Mark Brown, Transportation Planner 
Sherman Oaks, CA 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:43 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#75]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 6:27 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#75] 
 

Name *  Michelle Brunnick  

Address   
5640 Vista Del Monte Avenue  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  michelle.brunnick@icloud.com  

Comment *  My household strongly opposes Option A. We do not want to see 

thriving businesses in our neighborhood destroyed to create a desolate 

storage facility. We strongly support Option B, which is a win win 

scenarios, granting the facility to Panorama City where it will be 

welcomed and preserving industry and neighborhoods in Van Nuys. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Jon Burk [mailto:jon@alroker.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:05 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
To MTA review board,  
 
I am writing to express my opposition to Option A in Van Nuys along Oxnard Blvd. As an 11 year homeowner 
on Natick Ave, this project will substantially affect our quality of life negatively. Please locate this MTA rail 
yard to a different part of the valley that actually wants it. It is not wanted in our area. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Jon Burk 
5628 Natick Ave 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
310-709-6368 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#106]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:56 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#106] 
 

Name *  Jon Burk  

Address   
5628 Natick Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  jonburkmarketing@gmail.com  

Comment *  Writing to express opposition to Option A in Van Nuys along Oxnard 

Blvd. Please relocate this rail yard to Panorama City (Option B).  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Opposed to Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Marilee Burton [mailto:ohmarilee@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:46 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Opposed to Option A 
 
I am vehementally opposed to Option A which would demolish a business community gem in the heart of Van Nuys. This 
community is a rich resource for the area both in the services it provides the community as well as the tax base that 
contributes to Van Nuys. This area houses approximately 186 businesses and with up to 1500 people employed there, 
the majority of whom live within a few miles distance of the site. There is no wealth of business properties to move and 
house all these businesses locally and their loss the Van Nuys would be great not to mention that there likely would be a 
number that would not survive the move as well. My partner, an electrical contractor has his shop there. He has spent 
thirty years in the area building up a large local clientele. Thirty years. Were he to have to move his business to another 
area, that clientele is irreplaceable. He does not have thirty years ahead of him to rebuild.  
 
It is my understanding that Option B and Option C are not nearly as heavily populated with businesses. And at the two 
public comment meetings I went to someone from one of the other areas stood up and pitched her area as the one to 
choose because her community (I believe it was Panorama City) would benefit from the jobs construction would bring 
whereas site construction in Van Nuys would be a great detriment to our community. Further with the ideal of fewer 
commuters some ten years away, you would immediately negate an entire community that currently enhances short 
commutes insuring that this project near term, would cause some 1000‐1500 people to seek to locate further out 
farther away adding commuters right now. 
 
I urge you not to destroy a community gem in the present in the name of future progress. How many futures would this 
move impact negatively? Multiply the 1500 workers by the number of wives, children, customers, business partners, the 
loss of tax base for the community, the loss of easy access to 185 businesses. Do not turn our business & artisan 
community into a rail yard, even a modern one. There are better sites for that, sites in communities where residents are 
eager to welcome such. We are not. 
 
Marilee Burton 
6901 Willis Avenue 
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Van Nuys, CA 91405 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:34 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Van Nuys Corridor - support LRT 14 station/subway option

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Campbell Rosemary [mailto:hiker.rosemary@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 11:25 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Van Nuys Corridor ‐ support LRT 14 station/subway option 
 
I am familiar with the lack of efficient transportation to the North San fernando Valley. I ride the Orange Line and 
transfer to the Red Line/Gold Line to attend cultural events, and have noticed that a large percent of the riders are from 
the Van Nuys Station of the Orange Line. 
 
It must be very frustrating for them to have to deal with very busy conditions on Van Nuys Blvd accessing their homes. 
 
Too often METRO has gone with the cheapest option and it does not solve the problem. It ends up costing more ‐ as the 
FINALLY COMPLETED tunnel for the West Lankershim connection proved. 
 
Do it right! Approve the LRT 14 STATION WITH SUBWAY OPTION. 
 
Rosemary Campbell  6835 Amestoy Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91406  hiker.rosemary@gmail.com 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-156

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC44

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC44-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:58 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: EAST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Chris Carrera [mailto:carrera01@verizon.net]  
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 4:19 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: EAST SAN FERNANDO VALLEY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT 
 
The best solution for rapidly moving the most people along Van Nuys Blvd and eventually into 
Westwood and West Los Angeles is the 14 station LRT option with a subway near the Panorama 
Mall in Van Nuys being preferred as the future commerce and population in the area will only 
increase. Stations need to accommodate 3 train car sets the same as the Metro Expo or the Gold 
Lines and the Trains should be the same as those used on those lines. 
  
Both the Sylmar and Van Nuys Metrolink stations should be adjacent to the East San Fernando 
Transit Corridor stations nearby. This also needs to be a one seat ride from Sylmar, through the 
Santa Monica Mountains and into Westwood and therefore must directly connect to the project 
Metro has proposed under the Sepulveda Pass and the 405 Freeway. 
  
The rail yard for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Project should be near the Orange Line and 
it should also be able to support the Metro Project under the Sepulveda Pass as it would eventually 
become a single line from Sylmar to Westwood, and this one rail yard could be expanded, if need 
be, to support both projects and store trains from both projects. It is important that both projects 
have the same train sets for operation of a one seat ride and to be able to utilize the same stock. 
  
Any cross traffic with the LRT trains should be kept to a bare minimum; meaning only major 
streets and boulevards would intersect the line. Traffic from minor cross streets should therefore 
need to be right turn only. 
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Metro should complete this line as soon as possible because the Measure R 2018 groundbreaking 
date will not be met. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: ESFVTC Project Public Comment

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Roberta Castillo [mailto:cincocastillos@verizon.net] 
Sent: Saturday, September 23, 2017 7:30 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: ESFVTC Project Public Comment 
 
 
My name is Roberta Castillo and I support the LRT alternative with 14 stations because it provides the most capacity and 
offers the shortest travel time.  I support two out of the three proposed rail maintenance and storage facilities being 
proposed, which include the one located near the orange line and the one located south of the the Metrolink tracks 
because these areas are already industrial and are not adjacent to a large amount of housing.  I strongly oppose building 
a maintenance and storage facility north of the Metrolink tracks because I believe that this would be too close to 
housing in Panorama City near Blythe Street.  Although I like the underground segment of the LRT route between Roscoe 
and Sherman Way, given that it would nearly double the cost of the project, I think that this is not entirely necessary if 
the train is given signal priority throughout the entire route.  Another reason I support the LRT (14 station) option is 
because it will preserve local bus service (233 bus) for people that need to access their destinations between the LRT 
stations.  This is especially important for people with disabilities.  I believe that there is a very strong demand for LRT in 
the San Fernando Valley.  The communities within the study area are some of the densest areas in the valley and have 
the highest concentrations of transit‐dependent residents. Most of the L.A. communities within the study area will be 
updating their community plans in the near future, which means that there is potential for these neighborhoods to allow 
even denser housing near Van Nuys Blvd and San Fernando Rd.  This would bring even more public transit riders to this 
corridor, which is why I support the LRT 14 station alternative.   
 
Thank you. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#51]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 1:34 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#51] 
 

Name *  Anna Catalano  

Address   
5831 Noble Ave  

Van Nuys, Ca 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  annajack@pacbell.net  

Comment *  I support small business. I’m also concerned about how pollution this 

will created so close to my neighborhood.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#36]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 4:06 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#36] 
 

Name *  Gregory Charlton  

Email Address *  gregory_temp@earthlink.net  

Comment *  The best solution is one that reduces traffic on the streets. I don't 

believe buses or above ground rail will accomplish this, because many 

people don't like the slow buses, and with the advent of bicycle lanes, 

they impede traffic, and just get in the way. 

The only viable long term solution is a below ground rail system. This 

will have greater usage and can be upgraded when needed. And more 

people can park at business along the way. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:49 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Kester & Oxnard 

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Rob Chatlin [mailto:Rob.Chatlin@fxnetworks.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 11:31 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Kester & Oxnard  
 
Please do NOT build a train yard in the middle of our neighborhoods. 
 
Option A is the wrong choice. 
 
Thanks 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:00 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#101]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:52 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#101] 
 

Name *  Sherri Chiasson  

Address   
15148 Hamlin Street  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  sherriparkerlee@gmail.com  

Comment *  I am NOT in favor of Opion A and PLEASE NOTE: I do NOT want Option A 

to pass. I do NOT want a train yard next to my home and my young 

family. "Option A" would destroy some 186 businesses employing 1500 

workers and leave a gaping 33 acre gap of nothingness from Oxnard 

north to Calvert and Kester to Cedros.  

Further, and I implore you to share this with the hearing committee that 

I am in favor of the PROPOSED, ALTERNATIVE site at 7600 Tyrone Ave 

and 7519 Woodman Ave, Van Nuys, CA 91405. Respectfully, Sherri 

Chiasson 

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-166

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC52

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC52-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:38 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A - East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Karen Cini [mailto:info@karencini.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 12:09 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: Councilmember Martinez; councilmember.ryu@lacity.org; Ann O'Connor; Vista Oaks NW; Karen Perea Gannon 
Subject: NO on OPTION A - East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
 
NO on OPTION A 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
I am head of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600 households just South of Oxnard at Van Nuys Blvd.   
 
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail yard 
near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your homes!  We vehemently oppose 
Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
 
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please 
do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing 
businesses in our community.   
 
Thank you, 
Karen S. Cini 
Sherman Oaks - Tyrone Group Neighborhood Watch PCR/Lead 
 
 
Karen S. Cini 
818.633.3682 
info@karencini.com 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:59 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Michael Cini [mailto:msc@cinidesign.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:34 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: councilmember.martinez@lacity.org; councilmember.ryu@lacity.org 
Subject: NO on OPTION A 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 

I am writing along with many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail 
yard near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your homes!  We vehemently 
oppose Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
 

I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please 
do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing 
businesses in our community.   
 

Thank you, 
Michael Cini 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: Sierra Club comments on East SFV Transit Corridor
Attachments: Sierra Club comments ESFV Transit.pdf

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Darrell Clarke [mailto:darrclarke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:01 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Sierra Club comments on East SFV Transit Corridor 
 

Please find the attached Sierra Club comments on the  East SFV Transit Corridor. 
 
Thank you, 
Darrell Clarke 
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Angeles Chapter 
3250 Wilshire Blvd. #1106 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
(213) 387-4287  
angeles.sierraclub.org                     
 

 
Via email to eastsfvtransit@metro.net  

October 30, 2017 

 

Sierra Club comments on East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 

The Sierra Club strongly supports the “Median-Running Light Rail Transit with 14 Stations” 

alternative. This project must be planned as the first section of a single continuous high-

capacity, high-speed, high-frequency rail corridor from the north San Fernando Valley to Van 

Nuys to UCLA and Westwood to LAX and the South Bay. Therefore it should also be designed 

for 4-car trains.  

It additionally needs to plan convenient connections from Santa Clarita to Sylmar in order to 

become a reasonable alternative to the current 1.5 hour automobile commutes via I-405 from 

Santa Clarita to the Westside. 

Impacts of the necessary rail yard site are an important consideration, and the community 

proposal should be seriously considered to use the existing DWP parcel and car-storage lot to 

its east, south of the Metrolink tracks, instead of disrupting the very-productive existing light-

industrial tract near Oxnard in Van Nuys.   

We question its incremental cost estimate of $1.4 billion for less than three miles of tunnel 

from Sherman Way to Roscoe.    

Conversely, the “Median-Running Tram,” aka “Median-Running LRT with 28 Stations,” fails the 

necessary speed and capacity required for this corridor, and the BRT alternatives would be 

woefully inadequate. 

Sincerely, 

 
Darrell Clarke 

Sierra Club Angeles Chapter Transportation Chair 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:52 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#98]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:51 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#98] 
 

Name *  maria cobian  

Address   
10694 el dorado ave #10  

pacoima, ca 91331  

United States  

Email Address *  na@na.org  

Comment *  no me gustaria por la seguridad de los niños y ademas hay muchas 

escuelas alredor de van nuys blvd. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:47 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#86]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:39 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#86] 
 

Name *  Eilene G Collins-Bright  

Address   
15541 Lemay Street t  

Van Nuys, Ca 91406  

United States  

Email Address *  tepaqk2@excite.com  

Comment *  I think these plans are horrible to the owners of all the business that 

thrive in the area. I have used so many for years that have their shops in 

this part of town. To uproot people and their businesses for a 

maintenance yard is so negative on the neighborhood. How can little 

places stay in business with this happening! I think this is poor planning 

for the people and it shows how little care goes into these projects!  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: ESFVTC Project Public Comment

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Cara Colwell [mailto:sfcolwell@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:41 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: ESFVTC Project Public Comment 
 
My name is Cara Colwell and I support the LRT alternative with 14 stations because it provides the most capacity and 
offers the shortest travel time.  I support two out of the three proposed rail maintenance and storage facilities being 
proposed, which include the one located near the orange line and the one located south of the the Metrolink tracks 
because these areas are already industrial and are not adjacent to a large amount of housing.  I strongly oppose building 
a maintenance and storage facility north of the Metrolink tracks because I believe that this would be too close to 
housing in Panorama City near Blythe Street.  Although I like the underground segment of the LRT route between Roscoe 
and Sherman Way, given that it would nearly double the cost of the project, I think that this is not entirely necessary if 
the train is given signal priority throughout the entire route.  Another reason I support the LRT (14 station) option is 
because it will preserve local bus service (233 bus) for people that need to access their destinations between the LRT 
stations.  This is especially important for people with disabilities.  I believe that there is a very strong demand for LRT in 
the San Fernando Valley.  The communities within the study area are some of the most dense  areas in the valley and 
have the highest concentrations of transit‐dependent residents. Most of the L.A. communities within the study area will 
be updating their community plans in the near future, which means that there is potential for these neighborhoods to 
allow even denser housing near Van Nuys Blvd and San Fernando Rd.  This would bring even more public transit riders to 
this corridor, which is why I support the LRT 14 station alternative.  Thank you. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:51 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#96]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#96] 
 

Name *  maria contreras  

Address   
11985 wicks st  

sun valley, ca 91352  

United States  

Email Address *  na@na.com  

Comment *  Officina de metro, 

nececitamos mas buses en calles mas solas y ojala un metro mas lijero 

para la ciudad de pacoima y mas buses. metro piensa en situaciones 

economicas, esta bien pero piensen en nuestro vienestar y no en ur 

riesgo de vida para la comuidad pienses en sus familias hoy y mañana. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:46 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#85]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:26 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#85] 
 

Name *  Jane Creighton  

Address   
5331 Natick Ave.  

Sherman oaks, Ca 91411  

Email Address *  janedutchess@yahoo.com  

Comment *  No this plan cannot got forward as planned. I am sure the people who 

designed the plan do not live in the area so the negative effect it will 

have on the residents does not matter to them. But, it matters to me 

and my neighbors. I would love for just once Los Angels can come up 

with something that makes sense. If you are wondering why Texas and 

Arizona are wooing people and business away from here, such runaway 

development is why.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:35 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: public comment

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Joanne D'Antonio [mailto:jodantonio@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 3:46 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: public comment 
 
It may be misguided to put in a light rail system that is not compatible with whatever transit is 
envisioned to continue through the Sepulveda Pass.  Passengers lose time when they have to 
transfer.  The question has to be asked if this line or a line on Sepulveda Blve. will be the one that 
continues through the busy Sepulveda Pass corridor.  Or perhaps BOTH lines continuing through the 
Pass might make more sense.  If it is the Van Nuys line will continue south at a later time, then might 
it not make sense to do BRT and convert to rail later when the Sepulveda transit design is 
determined?  .  
 
I realize that Van Nuys Blvd. is already full of buses, and there is a temptation to go for rail since it will 
carry more passengers.  But the smart approach is to consider this line's relationship to the 
Sepulveda Pass and come up with a streamlined, transfer-free solution to get to the other side of the 
hill. 
 
This approach gives us a solution sooner with an upgrade later.  Solving the Sepulveda Pass is the 
most important transit problem in this City, and we want to see a holistic approach that makes for 
smoother operation. 
 
I work as a Senior Travel Trainer for GreenLight to Mobility based in North Hills, and I understand the 
problems people I work with have with making too many transfers and also with coping with rail 
breakdowns. 
 
Joanne D'Antonio,  
13719 Bessemer St.  
Valley Glen, CA  91401 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:50 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Proposed Train Yard

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Debra K. Davis [mailto:keldebra@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:49 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Proposed Train Yard 
 
To whom is may concern, 
   This email is to  object against the proposed train repair yard that Metro is proposing for the area just North of Our 
neighborhood. 
 
The area north of us is called Option A.There is a proposed yard for the Panorama City and that area really would LIKE to 
have the yard placed in their area. Please keep our neighborhood and small businesses from closing and bringing our 
values down.  
 
--  
Best, 
DKD 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:51 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on option a

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Shimal Dhanjee [mailto:shimaldhanjee@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 5:29 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on option a 
 
Please noooo.  Option B seems much better 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-179

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC64

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC64-1



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-180

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC65

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC65-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Photography and Video by Zarek [mailto:zarek@photographybyzarek.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:45 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO on OPTION A 
 

Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a member of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600 households, just South of Oxnard 
west of Van Nuys Blvd and block captain for Vesper Ave.  
 
I write on behalf of my family and many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are 
even considering putting a rail yard near our homes.  We all opposed the Fire Station that is 
now going in as the city did not even consider the people in the neighborhood, what they 
wanted and how it would affect them.  So again, we speak out and say we vehemently 
oppose Option A and we ask that you do the same.  Please do not destroy our quality of life 
and neighborhood and please let the longtime businesses stay in our community.  Pushing 
them out will also affect the quality of lives of the workers and those businesses, adding to 
our out of work and homeless issues.  Please be the solution not the problem and use 
another option. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Take Care, 
Zarek Dietz 
5823 Vesper Ave. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
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(818) 207-8147 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:39 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#65]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 1:08 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#65] 
 

Name *  Renee Disisto  

Address   
13958 Hamlin St  

Valley Glen  

Email Address *  reneedidisto@hotmail.com  

Comment *  Closing businesses..loss of employment and a train yard in our 

neighborhood is not what we need . 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:03 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#40]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2017 12:40 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#40] 
 

Name *  Soraya Dosaj  

Address   
6220 Allott Ave.  

Valley Glen, CA 91401  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

soraya_d@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  

Any enhanced transportation, whether rapid bus or light rail, along the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor must 

not curtail current parking. In fact, if one of the ultimate goals is to attract more business and residential development 

along transportation corridors, a corresponding change in building codes is ESSENTIAL: Developers must provide on site 

parking of at least 3 spaces per residential unit, and 4 spaces if units contain 3 or more bedrooms. As much as we 

would like to encourage use of public transportation, the fact remains that Angelenos have cars and want to use them, 

at least for some trips.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: David F Eisenberg [mailto:david.f.eisenberg@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 12:59 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment 
 
I support Alternative 3 or 4. I do not support alternatives 1 or 2.  
David Eisenberg 
510 N Maryland Ave #307 
Glendale, CA 91206 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2017 4:03 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Cc: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: FW: Public Comment Period Extended

Add to the email list 
 

From: Swift, Karen [mailto:SwiftK@metro.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2017 8:47 AM 
To: Katherine Padilla ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates <kpadilla@katherinepadilla.com> 
Cc: Davis, Walter <DAVISWA@metro.net> 
Subject: FW: Public Comment Period Extended 
 
 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Ahmed Elhawary [mailto:hawaryahmed05@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 30, 2017 1:20 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Public Comment Period Extended 
 
Hello,                                                   
My name is Ahmed Elhawary and I’m the owner of the business located at 14547 Arminta st unit E and D, 
Panorama City  CA 91402.  We are special kind of slaughter house that requires license and M zone to operate. 
It took us 2 years to open and another 1,5 to expand. Please add me to the email list as this matter is very 
important to us. Please do not hesitate to contact me by email or phone. My phone number is 3234201285 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:33 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: metro project

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Amani Elhawary [mailto:amyelhawary@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 3:18 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: metro project 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
On behalf of Van Nuys Live & Fresh Poultry LLC.  located on 14547 Arminta Street Panorama City CA 91402 
Suite D & E.  We object to choice C for your maintenance and service facility.  
 
Frankly, the DWP site would be a better choice since only ONE tenant is impacted and they have loads of 
facilities and land from which to operate.  We don't have that and will NEVER be able to rent elsewhere.  The 
permits required to open this business took much time and money to obtain.  Finding a location that would even 
allow us to open again will be next to impossible.   
 
Well, just a small idea it took us three years of construction to be able to open just one suite first  paying rent, 
permits and paying licensed contractors for each permit required special plumbing, special air conditioners, 
special hoods, and etc costing $350,000 not including machines, equipment, labor.  A year and half ago I rented 
the next door to expand I'm currently still under construction trying to obtain permits and complete work to be 
opening soon again going thru all the above process I have licensed contractor for each category needed to 
obtain permits from plumber, air conditioning, coolers installed, machines been purchased, to special hood, and 
so much more been paying rent for the past time and still paying rent hoping to open soon and complete the 
project I have been working hard spending lots of money on so far I have spent approximately $275,000.  The 
business currently we're operating it will be impossible to relocate because we have to have a special zoning it 
took us three years of search to locate the current rented location.  It's cruel to place us and many of next door 
businesses out of business.  Also I'm currently having 7 employees full time and next door businesses each have 
minimum of 7-10 employees all these employees have families and children who need food on the table for 
them.  This Site C will be negatively impacting many families and creating unemployment for many families, 
countless people, taking away their food off the table, ruining their lives. 
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Anyway, thank you for your consideration.  On behalf of us and  many tenants I hope your choice is not Site C. 
 
Ahmed Elhawary 
Abdel Elhawary 
14547 Arminta St Suite D & E 
Panorama City, Ca 91402 
Phone: 323-420-1285 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#33]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 12:31 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#33] 
 

Name *  Jerry Ellingson  

Address   
12216 Tiara St  

Valley Village, California 91607-1121  

United States  

Email Address *  jerry.ellingson@gmail.com  

Comment *  I favor the light rail line option, with 14 stations (including 3 

underground stations).  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:32 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: regarding proposed rail yard

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Chris Ellis [mailto:cellismail@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:51 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: regarding proposed rail yard 
 
I write to raise an objection to situating the proposed rail repair yard on Oxnard Blvd close to Kester Ave.  This 
is directly adjacent to a family residential area and would have a degrading effect on property prices and quality 
of life as well as create a permanent and negative imprint on what is an eclectic and increasingly pleasant 
community.   It would also destroy many small businesses. 
 
As a homeowner in Valley Glen and as a longtime resident I can tell you that we have all worked hard to build a 
pleasant, family centered community that applauds and supports our many local businesses and this rail repair 
yard would have a truly negative effect on that now and in the future.  Please find an alternate site more suited 
to this type of facility. 
 
Sincerely 
Christopher Ellis 
5936 Ranchito Ave 
Valley Glen, 91401 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:49 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Erin [mailto:singinghearts11@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
No on Option A. We don't need this in a residential neighborhood.  
Thank you.  
 
Sent from my iPhone.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#66]

New comment. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 1:38 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#66] 
 

Name *  Natalie Estrada  

Email 

Address 

*  

randomguy@mindspring.com  

Comment *  

The DEIR and appendices do not provide sufficient ridership data for the reader to evaluate the alternatives or to 

compare the performance of any of the alternatives to other transit projects. Typically, analyses of transit projects 

report boardings by station and total “project boardings,” which is simply the sum of the number of people who board 

the train at each station. For example, the DEIRs for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project and the Eastside Extension Phase 

2 report such data. This allows the reader to evaluate which stations are the most critical to the performance of the line, 

and it also provides a standard way of comparing one transit project to another. The ESFV DEIR does not report 

boardings by station or total project boardings. 

 

Alternative 3 has 28 stations, while alternative 4 has 14 stations. Since station boardings are not presented, the reader 
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cannot tell which stations have high ridership and which have low ridership. It may be possible to improve the overall 

performance and reduce the impacts of Alternative 3 by eliminating low-ridership stations, but the reader cannot 

determine this because forecast boardings are not presented for individual stations. 

 

The DEIR and Appendix G report “Daily Transit Boardings” without explaining what this term means. It is clearly not 

project boardings, since Table 6-4 of the DEIR indicates that the No Build alternative would have 33,247 “average 

weekday daily boardings” in 2040, and the numbers reported for the other alternatives in Table 6-4 are the same as 

those reported in Table 3-9 for “daily transit boardings” (e.g., 69,221 for Alternative 4). “Daily transit boardings” seems 

to include other transit services in or near the corridor. 

 

In addition, the ridership forecasts included in the final evaluation of alternatives in the DEIR (table on page 6-15 of the 

DEIR) and presented at the public meetings are inconsistent with the data presented earlier in the DEIR. Page 6-15 

indicates that Alternative 4 would have “47,440 projected average weekday total corridor boardings,” and slide 25 of 

the PowerPoint presentation from the public meetings indicates that Alternative 4 would have 47,400 “corridor 

boardings” in 2040, with a note explaining that “Numbers represent total alignment boardings, which includes the 

project plus adjacent bus service.” The 47,400 number does not seem to appear anywhere else in the DEIR and is 

substantially lower than the 69,221 “daily transit boardings” that is reported earlier in the DEIR. 

 

“Daily transit boardings” and “corridor boardings” that appear to include bus service in or near the corridor give a 

distorted picture of the performance of the alternatives. As the DEIR notes on page 3-24, “the rail alternatives force the 

transfer for continued service, hence the higher overall transit boardings.” In other words, the reported boarding 

measures overstate the performance of the rail alternatives, because they count many riders twice, once as a rail rider 

and once as a bus rider. 

 

Critically, the failure to provide data on forecast project boardings prevents the reader from assessing whether the 

lower capacity Alternative 3 or higher capacity Alternative 4 is appropriate for the corridor. The DEIR presents data on 

“new transit trips” (riders who weren’t previously using transit at all) and on total corridor boardings (riders using either 

the new transit service or existing transit service in the corridor), but it fails to present any data on how many riders will 

actually be on the proposed train in Alternatives 3 or 4 (whether or not they previously used transit). The number of 

riders actually on the train is the critical determinant of the capacity required for the project, and it is the critical piece 

of information needed to assess whether Alternative 3 or Alternative 4 is better suited to the demand for rail transit. 

 

For the reasons stated above, the DEIR should report station boardings for each of the 28 stations in Alternative 3 and 
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the 14 stations in Alternative 4, along with total project boardings (excluding other transit services in or near the 

alignment). 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:17 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: Fw: Metro - East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message
Attachments: Msg-20171029-164816-0.mp3

Here's a new one... 
 

Hi, this is John Fahe.  My phone number is area code 818‐939‐2990. I was just informed about this train yard 
at Kester & Oxnard, in the City of Van Nuys. And I really would like to protest this.  I’m a homeowner in a 
nearby neighborhood, and I feel that this project would be very detrimental to our area, and it would probably 
make a lot of our real estate go down in value having something so commercial so close to us.  Also, I think it’s 
very unfair to all the businesses that are located in that general vicinity from Oxnard to Calvert for them to be 
in a position where they’re going to lose their business, their real estate, and who ever has dreamed this up 
was not really thinking about what they’re going to do to the citizens of the community. Definitely, I would like 
to say no to this project.  And again, my name is John Fahe, and I am at 818‐939‐2990.  Thank you so much. 

 
 

From: Phone Mail <maildelivery@voicenation.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:48 PM 
To: Jomel Rosel ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Subject: Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message  
  
Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH VoiceMail Message818939299010‐29‐2017 16:48:16 
VoiceNation, LLC 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#91]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:59 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#91] 
 

Name *  Michelle Feiner  

Address   
1650 Luse Tank Road  

Topanga, CA 90290  

United States  

Email Address *  michellenoafeiner@gmail.com  

Comment *  My friend lives in the neighborhood where your proposed train yard at 

Kester and Oxnard is. Her neighborhood is so lovely and community 

oriented. I went to a Halloween block party yesterday. They are worried 

about your proposed maintenance and storage facility affecting their 

property values and quality of life. Please reconsider this location. They 

have a good thing going and you'd negatively impact it. 

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-208

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC84

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC84-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:43 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#76]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 6:59 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#76] 
 

Name *  Jamie Fishman  

Address   
14735 cumpston st  

Sherman oaks, Ca 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  jamiefishman@hotmail.com  

Comment *  Do not build this. It will ruin our neighborhood. This will not benefit our 

area.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:43 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#77]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 7:01 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#77] 
 

Name *  Marc Fishman  

Address   
14735 cumpston st  

Sherman oaks , Ca 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  marcdfishman@gmail.com  

Comment *  Do not build this. Our area needs business development not trains. This 

will attract unwanted individuals and drive our property value down.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:35 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Please say NO to Option A!!

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Sara Fletcher [mailto:saraerfletcher@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 4:58 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Please say NO to Option A!! 
 
Dear Metro Team, 
 
It has recently come to my attention the proposed Option A for the metro line repair station. My husband and I have 
lived just a few streets north of the planned area on Friar St for almost 10 years. As home owners and members of 
the community here we try to support all the local businesses in the area, including some of those which reside in 
the proposed zone for demolition. These small businesses are what make our community thrive. They provide jobs 
for countless numbers of people and bring revenue into the area that helps other businesses stay running and open. 
By removing this industrial area the city would be destroying a part of our local flavor that makes Van Nuys special 
for those who live here.  
 
Please listen to our community members, the petitions, the business owners and those who live here. NO to Option 
A.  
 
Sincerely, 
Sara Fletcher 
310-383-1461 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
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Sara E. R. Fletcher 
http://www.saraerfletcher.com/ 
http://www.fletcher.photo/ 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:22 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Rail maintenance yard Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Judith Forman [mailto:jeforman@roadrunner.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 1:02 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Rail maintenance yard Option A 
 
As a resident and homeowner in the vicinity of the rail maintenance facility proposed in Option A for Van Nuys, I am 
appalled that such a facility would be built so close to a residential neighborhood. This will cause increased noise and 
traffic, and possibly increased pollution, in the area, and will undoubtedly reduce property values in our neighborhood. I 
very strongly object to Option A.  
 
The options that place the maintenance facility further north and in more industrial areas seem generally more practical 
and less disruptive to me. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:07 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#44]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 11:19 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#44] 
 

Name *  nancy friedman  

Address   
5758 Tobias Av  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

Email Address *  nanbrewster54@yahoo.com  

Comment *  I am writing to protest Option A. I don't want a railroad / train park in 

my backyard. I spent a lot of money on my house. This will devalue my 

property. It will bring this neighborhood a lot of undesirable people. I 

have been robbed twice and resent that the city is doing this to 

homeowners. Why don't you build the train yard on Chandler? Or 

Mulholland? or Encino? Don't build it in my back yard.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:21 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#46]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 11:47 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#46] 
 

Name *  robert friedman  

Address   
5758 Tobias Av  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

Email 

Address 

*  

bobs_91411@yahoo.com  

Comment *  

I am against Option A. I don't want train yards in my neighborhood. This is a residential area - why are you putting this 

here? We don't want our property values diminished - would you want this done to your neighborhood??????? Put the 

train yards where there are no private homes. I resent that my property values will be downgraded because of this! Your 

train planning is not helping me get to my job in downtown LA! Or to the westside!! I don't see you building a train 

route over Mulholland to help people get to the westside! SHame on you!  

 

I will protest these train yards , protest option A. You will have a nightmare on your hands from the people in this area. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:30 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: From Evelyn Gabai - homeowner 5718 Tobias Ave Van Nuys CA 91411

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: E.Gabai [mailto:egabai@dslextreme.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 8:56 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: spike steingasser 
Subject: From Evelyn Gabai - homeowner 5718 Tobias Ave Van Nuys CA 91411 
 
Dear Sir or Madame:  We are writing to ask that you DO NOT put a train yard next door to our home or in 
ourneighborhood.  The decrease in property value would be disasterous for us and the resulting pollution, noise and 
heat (from miles of paving), and huge numbers of employees would be awful.  We are a quiet, treelined neighborhood 
with wildlife and few crowds.  Wewould dread the increased traffic and an end to the peaceful neighborhood we moved 
into thirty years ago.  We spent the bulk of our hard earned dollars to maintain our mortgage and could never afford to 
move.  The area you are considering is also home to a number of small business that would be badly affected.  I know 
that my neighbors feel the same way –specially if you forced us out with eminent domain. Don’t build that train station 
here – we will be fighting you tooth and nail to prevent it.  Sincerely, Evelyn Gabai and Spike Steingasser 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: 

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Michael Gans [mailto:michaelgans1@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:08 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject:  
 
I am fully against a Train yar near my house This would have huge negative effect on our property values and quality of 
life. This is the Option A that businesses on Oxnard are opposed to as the city would demolish them all. I don't want Option A 
and a train yard right next to my home. 
 
Thanks 
 
 
--  
All The Best, 
  
Michael Gans 
Cell 310-614-9426 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:45 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#84]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:55 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#84] 
 

Name *  Elizabeth Garcia  

Address   
18719 Miranda St  

Tarzana , CA 91356  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

delgado.e@gmail.com  

Comment *  

I would support the following alternatives in the following order: 

 

1. Median-Running Light Rail Transit  

2. Median Running Tram 

3. Median-Running Bus Rapid Transit  
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For the record, whichever alternative(s) is/are selected, the consultant (and Metro) should ensure that input far and 

beyond what is required of the law is taken into account from the residents and businesses near and around this 

corridor. Please use innovative participatory techniques other than this comment form and workshops to receive 

comments.  

 

The first alternative is aggressive but it is what is needed to connect to the larger Metro system and hopefully provide 

an additional alternative for our Valley residents.  

 

Thank you.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:27 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jana Gaudette [mailto:jana@gaudettedsn.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 5:11 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Option A 
 
I am opposed to option A. I feel it will close too many small business and reduce property values in the area. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: My choice

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: clgish94@gmail.com [mailto:clgish94@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 3:39 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: My choice 
 
I support the building of a light rail line which includes 14 stations beginning in Slymar. 
Thank you. 
Catherine Gish‐Persi 
15121 Los Olivos St 
Mission Hills CA 91345 
clgish@hotmail.com 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:53 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Rail Project

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: SMWYC Jr. Staff Commodore [mailto:tladymanor1@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 12:14 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Rail Project 
 
Gentlemen/ Ladies: 
 
I have been an avid rider in the Orange Line and am very satisfied with the overall situation and the 
direction Metro Rail is going. 
My opinion as a valley resident is to have the Light Rail Transit system with the 14 proposed 
stations. 
 
I wish we had a light rail in the orange line, but my views were not addressed and the other opinions 
won the day. 
Thank you very much for the option of listening to the public in deciding the best way to move people 
and not clog the freeways and continuing to pollute our air. 
 
 
Best regards... 
Themis Z. Glatman 
Jr. Staff Commodore SMWYC _/) 
                                                      ~~~~ 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:51 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on Option A train yard

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Margaret Glynn [mailto:glynnms@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 5:06 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Fwd: NO on Option A train yard 
 
 

 
 

From: vistaoaksnw@gmail.com> 
Date: October 30, 2017 at 3:34:01 PM PDT 
To: vistaoaksnw@gmail.com 
Subject:  NO on Option A train  
 

 
To: eastsfvtransit@metro.net 
 
Subject: NO on Option A 

NO on OPTION A 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a member of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600  households just South 
of Oxnard west of  Van Nuys Blvd.   
  
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even 
considering putting a rail yard near our homes.  I am certain that you would not 
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want a rail yard near your homes!  We vehemently oppose Option A and we ask 
that you do the same. 
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, 
then all the better, but please do not destroy the quality of life in our 
neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing businesses in 
our community.   
  
Thank you, 
Margaret Glynn-818-994-1149 
Sherman Oaks -Vista Oaks Neighborhood 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2017 12:18 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: SF Valley transit improvements

 
 
From: GREG GOLDEN [mailto:gxgolden@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 5:39 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: SF Valley transit improvements 
 
East SF Valley Transit Corridor: 
 
I live 1/4 mile away from Van Nuys Blvd. and I've been in the same house since 1987.  I was asked to give my 
input on this project. 
 
A Light Rail system with 14 stations would seem to be the smoothest for the ultimate users.  Of course, its cost 
is the highest of the four choices.  But that's my suggestion. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
--  
Greg Golden 
6623 Tyrone Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 
Tel:  818.625.7730 
gxgolden@gmail.com 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 3:55 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Transit Line EIR vote

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: David Goldstein [mailto:digoldst@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 02, 2017 3:03 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Transit Line EIR vote 
 
I vote for OPTION 2 Median Running BRT (similar to Orange Line). 
 
I believe that more complexity (and funding) like Option 4 (underground) should only be reserved for the Sepulveda Pass 
SFV-WLA project...where the necessity is for fast, minimal stops, and connectivity to Orange Line-Purple or Expo Line. 
 
Thanks, 
 
David Goldstein 
digoldst@yahoo.com 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East SFV transit

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: David Goldstein [mailto:digoldst@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 3:52 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East SFV transit 
 
Walter Davis 
Metro LA Transportation 
 
Walter, 
 
I support the Light Rail alternative, with 14 stations, (three underground) to travel the necessary 9.2 
miles to the Orange Line Van Nuys station.  This forward thinking strategy will help align future 
connection with the Sepulveda Pass subway project thru to West LA. 
 
Thanks, 
 
David Goldstein 
Chatsworth, CA 
digoldst@yahoo.com 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: TRAIN REPAIR YARD - Option B

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Leila Ghaffari Golesorkhi [mailto:leils1@mac.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 6:10 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: TRAIN REPAIR YARD ‐ Option B 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
We live on vista del monte just south of Oxnard. 
 
We opt for Option B ‐ meaning building the train yard in Panorama City rather that in our neighborhood. 
 
thanks so much for your attention. 
 
Leila & Maani Goleosrkhi 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:45 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 

From: Ellen Golla [mailto:ellen@dbinc.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:53 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations 

Dear Mr. Davis, 

I strongly support the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor project being built as at-grade light rail transit 
with 14 stations, as well as preserving local bus service and mitigating parking impacts on Van Nuys 
Boulevard.  

This corridor will be the first section of the eventual Metro line connecting the Valley and the Westside. The at-
grade light rail transit (LRT) with 14 stations option has the highest ridership capacity among the alternatives, 
and provides the best connectivity time to the Orange Line and future Sepulveda Transit Corridor project. 
Furthermore, LRT has the highest level of community support, based on public comments and input during the 
Alternative Analysis public outreach process. 

The communities along this corridor deserve the economic development associated with Metro rail lines. LRT 
infrastructure improvements attract private investment in commercial centers and transit-oriented housing. In 
comparison, bus rapid transit systems provide only minimal investment in community improvements and do not 
attract significant private investment or state and federal funding. 

The East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor will be among the first steps toward a 21st century transit 
system for our diverse and growing region. The Valley is excited to connect our communities as never seen 
before.  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide input on this important matter. 

Regards,  
Ellen Golla  
, CA 91364
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Date:   October 30, 2017 

To:   Walt Davis, Project Manager 

Company:  Metro 

Reference: SFV East Transit Corridor project 

From:   Ivan Gomez 

Company:  Pashupatina, Inc. 

 

Dear Mr. Walt Davis, 

 

I am writing you this letter today to express my concerns with the SFV East Transit Corridor project MSF option A 

and also to tell you a little bit about myself and our company. 

In 1997, we started out at 14657 Aetna which is just down the street, also a full take parcel in the proposed MSF 

option A per the EIR.  It was my wife Natalie, my brother Daniel and I who set out to create something for 

ourselves and enable us to pursue our craft and desire to succeed. That facility was a small garage sized workshop 

at approximately 800SF but it was a perfect start for what we could afford at the time. It enabled us to ground 

ourselves and grow. Our goal, ultimately, was to purchase an industrial property and make it our own to reflect the 

quality and standards that represent who we are. After several years and countless properties that we looked at, 

our dream was realized when a blighted building on Aetna became available. It was a perfect match in regards to 

the size of the property which meant that the price was in our range. Several properties we had seen prior were 

either not the right zoning, too large, contaminated and just too far from our interests here in Van Nuys.  

 

We spent ten months renovating this building which is now our current facility. We would wake up at 5 AM and 

call it quits at 11 PM with no days off, just a desire to live out our dreams of industrial ownership. It was important 

for us to stay here in Van Nuys as my wife and I had bought our first home within 4 miles of this facility after the 

economy had crashed in 2007. We set roots in Van Nuys so that we can be close to our aging and ailing parents. 

This year marks our twentieth anniversary. The three of us have been focused on building up a company that 

manufactures some of the world's highest quality door hardware which is American made here in Van Nuys. Our 

level of craftsmanship has been sought after by some of the City's greatest architects, designers and home 

builders. 

 

Originally, I had proposed an alternate site (dubbed Option D), that would have enough acreage to accommodate 

the MSF but LA DWP has taken it off the table because of its own intentions to develop the site. This is a big 

detriment to the industrial sector in the San Fernando Valley. I firmly believe that the city needs to do more to 

protect all the remaining industrial sectors similar to what was recently passed by Mitch Englander of council 

district 12. He was able to pass his innov818 initiative to protect the industrial corridor from Chatsworth through 
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Northridge. The elephant in the room is the massive job losses that will be occurring thanks to advances in 

computer science as well as automation. The types of jobs in our industrial sector include highly skilled labor that 

can never be replaced by automation or machines. We work with these technologies to increase our production. 

We are also vital to the rest of the city as a lot of the outsourcing we do spreads across to other communities like 

Pacoima, Sun Valley, Highland Park and Silver Lake, just to name a few. Decimating 29 acres of industrial land is 

something that can never be replaced.  

 

The industrial corridors are also threatened by Cannabis growers who are competing with us for these limited 

properties. Beginning January 1
st

, 2018, the land grab will only accelerate as the legalization of cannabis for 

recreational use will be legal. Will the EIR take this into consideration? What impact will this have on the value of 

industrial properties? Will this affect the valuation established in the EIR? The EIR states that the cost to acquire 

site A is 45,000,000. The number seems closer to 128,250,000 at 285 per square foot for a total 450,000 square 

feet. This does not include goodwill or relocation costs. 

I ask you to take a closer look at option D. For the Metro Board of Directors to reach out to LA DWP and spend 

some time figuring out whether this could be a viable solution that can protect the industrial districts. I challenge 

each one of you to take a closer look at the alternative site we have proposed. We need your help in creating a 

future that shows that elected city government can work to find solutions that are truly sensitive to the greater 

community needs. These projects need to include the people that will be displaced and forced out.  

 

The single paragraph solution that Metro has set for us to be absorbed within a one and a half mile radius with a 

check in hand is simply not realistic given the industrial market today. We need places to foster all of our ideas. 

This is a missed opportunity for the city. People across the county need jobs that are not retail. People need to 

take lessons for what we have all created here: a self sustaining incubator that has served the city well. A natural 

self revitalization is taking place.  

 

I urge you to save Site A to let us continue to harness the spirit of creating successful companies 100 years into the 

future. 

https://hereinvannuys.me/2017/10/29/option-a-silence-of-the-nury/ 

https://hereinvannuys.me/2017/10/20/option-a-where-will-we-go/ 

https://hereinvannuys.me/2017/10/25/option-a-an-open-letter-to-ms-sheila-kuehl/ 

Has Metro taken into consideration the longevity of the LRT and whether it could be jeopardized due to new 

autonomous self driving vehicles? The development of these technologies is accelerating at a rapid pace.   

Sincerely,  

Ivan Gomez 

 

cc:  

Daniel Rodman, Associate director of Transportation, Office of LA Mayor Garcetti 

Nicole Englund, Planning and Transportation Deputy, Office of Shiela Kuehl 

Kathy Lettieri, Director of Customer Service and Operations, Office of Mitch Englander  

Marcos Sanchez, District Director, Office of Nury Martinez 

Ovanez Chobanian, Van Nuys Field Deputy, Office of Nury Martinez 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Option A Refusal

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Cheryl Grant [mailto:cgmft@me.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 1:51 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Option A Refusal 
 
 
We do not want Option A. The city already snuck in the Fire Station at Vesper and Oxnard and adding a  TRAIN YARD 
next to this in a residential neighborhood is unacceptable. The noise and commotion level for a quiet neighborhood is 
already going to be a problem. NO TRAIN YARD. I support option B because Panorama City is a more suitable place.  
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.cherylgrantmft.com&data=01%7C01%7Ceastsfvtransit%40me
tro.net%7Cf7c71b4e82aa474a32ce08d51e45a022%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C0&sdata=n9pSmA9Acrp
6eloW7adrJsBY304E8zHGHw%2Fdi9YxZN0%3D&reserved=0 
Office: 310.268.2200 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:57 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#99]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:13 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#99] 
 

Name *  Max Greene  

Address   
Noble Ave (between Burbank and Oxnard)  

Email Address *  max.j.greene@gmail.com  

Comment *  LA Metro, 

 

As a homeowner and resident in the area affected by the proposed 

Option A. I would like it be known that my family, my neighbors and the 

dozens of small businesses in this area are all vehemently opposed to 

Option A. It will negatively impact the quality of life, and the value of 

homes and businesses in the area.  

 

Please do NOT proceed with Option A.  

 

Thank you  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:36 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lynne Gullo [mailto:jetsonlg@me.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 7:51 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Option A 
 
I’m opposed to Option A, the train yard in Oxnard and Kester area as it will further diminish the value of our homes in 
this neighborhood.  
 
Lynne Gullo 
6625 Saloma Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: ESFVTC Project Public Comment

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Angelica Guzman [mailto:guzmanan@usc.edu] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 2:41 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: ESFVTC Project Public Comment 
 
My name is Angelica Guzman and I support the LRT alternative with 14 stations because it provides the most capacity 
and offers the shortest travel time.  I support two out of the three proposed rail maintenance and storage facilities being 
proposed, which include the one located near the orange line and the one located south of the the Metrolink tracks 
because these areas are already industrial and are not adjacent to a large amount of housing.  I strongly oppose building 
a maintenance and storage facility north of the Metrolink tracks because I believe that this would be too close to 
housing in Panorama City near Blythe Street.  Although I like the underground segment of the LRT route between Roscoe 
and Sherman Way, given that it would nearly double the cost of the project, I think that this is not entirely necessary if 
the train is given signal priority throughout the entire route.  Another reason I support the LRT (14 station) option is 
because it will preserve local bus service (233 bus) for people that need to access their destinations between the LRT 
stations.  This is especially important for people with disabilities.  I believe that there is a very strong demand for LRT in 
the San Fernando Valley.  The communities within the study area are some of the densest areas in the valley and have 
the highest concentrations of transit‐dependent residents. Most of the L.A. communities within the study area will be 
updating their community plans in the near future, which means that there is potential for these neighborhoods to allow 
even denser housing near Van Nuys Blvd and San Fernando Rd.  This would bring even more public transit riders to this 
corridor, which is why I support the LRT 14 station alternative. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Angelica Guzman, MSG 
(909)284‐2042 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:31 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#58]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 12:45 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#58] 
 

Name *  JACK HADDOX  

Address   
14535 HATTERAS STREET  

SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  jh622@aol.com  

Comment *  I am a resident in the neighbor where I understand a proposed train 

yard is planned between Kester Street and Cedros Street along Oxnard 

Blvd. 

I totally object to this because it will reduce our neighbor hood 

atmosphere and could reduce our property values. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:02 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#39]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2017 5:08 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#39] 
 

Name *  Ira Hart  

Address   
13821 Paddock St  

Sylmar, CA 91342-2217  

United States  

Email Address *  irahrt@yahoo.com  

Comment *  As a resident and business owner in the area I would really like to see a 

Light Rail system built throughout the East San Fernando Valley with 

many stops for commuters. I believe a Light Rail system would be a 

much better than a bus transit option. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:51 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#97]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:49 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#97] 
 

Name *  silvia hernandez  

Address   
10344 cayuga ave  

pacoima, ca 91331  

United States  

Email Address *  na@na.com  

Comment *  un tren subterraneo seria mejor en el area por el trafico y seguridad. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:38 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Bradley Hertz [mailto:bhertz@campaignlawyers.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:11 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations 
 
Dear Mr. Davis, 
 
I strongly support the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor project being built as at-grade light rail transit 
with 14 stations, as well as preserving local bus service and mitigating parking impacts on Van Nuys 
Boulevard.  
 
This corridor will be the first section of the eventual Metro line connecting the Valley and the Westside. The at-
grade light rail transit (LRT) with 14 stations option has the highest ridership capacity among the alternatives, 
and provides the best connectivity time to the Orange Line and future Sepulveda Transit Corridor project. 
Furthermore, LRT has the highest level of community support, based on public comments and input during the 
Alternative Analysis public outreach process. 
 
The communities along this corridor deserve the economic development associated with Metro rail lines. LRT 
infrastructure improvements attract private investment in commercial centers and transit-oriented housing. In 
comparison, bus rapid transit systems provide only minimal investment in community improvements and do not 
attract significant private investment or state and federal funding. 
 
The East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor will be among the first steps toward a 21st century transit 
system for our diverse and growing region. The Valley is excited to connect our communities as never seen 
before.  
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide input on this important matter. 
 
Regards,  
Bradley Hertz  
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, CA 91364  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#73]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 5:30 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#73] 
 

Name *  Heath Hewitt  

Address   
5750 Norwich Ave  

Van Nuys, California 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  hhewitt@ucla.edu  

Comment *  I support Option B in Panorama City for the proposed maintenance yard. 

Option A has too many residential areas nearby, such as my 

neighborhood, and Option C does as well. The residential impacts 

including noise would be unfortunate forever, while Option B would 

minimize the effects on residential areas. Thank you. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:36 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#60]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 8:51 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#60] 
 

Name *  Merritt Hicks  

Address   
5738 Noble Ave  

Sherman oaks, Ca 91411  

Email Address *  merritthicks@yahoo.com  

Comment *  Please don't built the orange line on Oxnard. I don't like Option A. Go 

with Option B  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:49 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#93]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 11:57 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#93] 
 

Name *  Andrew Hurvitz  

Address   
15140 Hamlin St  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

ahurvitz2@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  

We are vehemently opposed to this plan. Here is why: 

 

• 186 small, family run businesses, employing an estimated 1,500 workers, occupying affordable, mostly rented space 

would be destroyed. 

• It would leave a gaping hole of emptiness blocks from downtown Van Nuys, obliterating plans for a denser, walkable 

area. 
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• Option A will take out yet another engine of well-paying, highly skilled jobs and products, made in America, 

employing many immigrants and local residents. 

• It needlessly destroys a successful, close-knit pocket of creativity and commerce, manufacturing, and makers of 

unique goods and services found nowhere else in Los Angeles. 

• It will reduce fair priced, rentable industrial space in a city starved for it, in an area that is already served by public 

transport and contains more affordable housing. 

• Option A will subtract from the city what it is seeking to promote region wide: affordability, mobility, economic 

innovation, small business, local industry, ethnic diversity, and community cohesiveness. 

• The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council opposes Option A. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Train yard

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: David Iblings [mailto:davidiblings@att.net] 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:45 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Train yard 
 
No on a 
Yes on b 
 
David Iblings 
5812 vesper ave 
Sherman Oaks, 91411 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:55 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Sasha Itzikman [mailto:sasha.itzikman@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 7:46 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO on OPTION A 
 

NO on OPTION A 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a member of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600 households just South of Oxnard and West of Van 
Nuys Blvd.   
  
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are contemplating placing a rail yard 
near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your home!  We vehemently oppose 
Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please 
do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing 
businesses in our community.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sasha 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:26 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#53]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 2:40 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#53] 
 

Name *  Kevin Johnson  

Address   
14354 Hatteras St.  

Van Nuys, CA 91401  

United States  

Email Address *  kj308@msn.com  

Comment *  Please do not construct such a large facility directly in the center of a 

residential neighborhood. The impact of eminent domain on local 

business and increased traffic, both vehicle and pedestrian, would be a 

significant degradation of our quality of life. Not to mention our 

property values that we have all worked so hard to afford.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 9:01 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: MONDAY NIGHTS HEARING

Let's add a note to apologize since he apparently got locked out. 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Mark [mailto:canammj@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 8:24 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: MONDAY NIGHTS HEARING 
 
Your mailer said the hearing would go to 8pm. Imagine my surprise to get there at 715pm, all doors locked‐ despite the 
signs out side pointing to conflicting doors. Asked stop people outside and they said it was over.  Maybe so few of the 
public showed up, shut down early? 
Upsetting to say the least. 
 
 
Anyway, my comments are as follows: 
 
1/ Light rail is fine from Sylmar to the Orange Line in Van Nuys.   Don’t build the northern end until you know where 
California HSR plans to put their station (hopefully combined with Metrolink assuming Metrolink is still running on that 
route. Paired street running through city of San Fernando needs to be worked out as the railway right of way is not going 
to have enough room for the bike path, freight trains, Metrolink & HSR. 
 
2/ The subway portion in the center is a good idea, just make sure the connection to the Amtrak/Metrolink Van Nuys 
station is a easy to use transfer. May also want to consider making this stop a regional bus hub as well.  
 
3/ I know there is lots of talk about this line and the interface  to the Sepulveda/405 line.  Truth of the matter, any line 
south of the Orange line, under the pass to the Purple, Expo and then to LAX is going to have to be full subway. Light line 
just won’t be able to handle the ridership even with 3 car trains every 5 minutes.  
 
Therefore we need a rethink about the SFV lines.   The ESFV project is probably going to have to work in conjunction of 
turning the Orange Line into light rail. You might as well bite the bullet and realize bus on the Orange Line is a capacity 
and operational failure.  If the politicians and the public of the SFV now want rail, they are going to have to get a big 
push to come up with another way to fund the conversion especially since so many other area of LA County are waiting 
for their first line, not a redo of their first.  
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If you do the conversion, I would restructure the light rail lines as follows— 
 
Chatsworth‐ Van Nuys‐ North Hollywood >>> and then extend to Burbank Airport (Metrolink Station area)     “Orange 
Line  A line" 
Sylmar       ‐ Van Nuys‐ North Hollywood >>> and then extend to Burbank Downtown Metrolink station.         “Orange 
Line  B line”   or some other color 
 
These 2 lines would provide higher level of service between Van Nuys and North Hollywood Subway which is the busiest 
part of the Orange Liine. 
 
 
Light rail to Burbank Airport  is more than sufficient rather than taking the Red Line from NoHo to Burbank Airport. I 
don’t see the ridership that great to the airport. The airport can’t really expand, consolidation in the airline industry will 
have fewer airlines there and will continue to keep using smaller planes.  Metrolink stops at the front door and is 
underused.    
 
I would extend the Red Line up Lankershim  through the upcoming NoHo area  for a couple stops  (maybe 
Lankershim/Oxnard, Lankershim/Victory,and to a connection with Metrolink at a new station near Laurel 
Canyon/Sherman way). 3 more stations to feed the subway and another Metrolink connection. 
 
With both light lines stoping at the Van Nuys Blvd/Orange line stop,  this is where you begin your subway under the pass 
to the West LA area . 
You would have 4 light light segments feeding the subway— 
 
 
Chatsworth              > Van Nuy 
Sylmar                     >  Van Nuys 
Burbank Airport        > Van Nuys 
Downtown Burbank  >. Van Nuys 
 
This is a common arrangement in Europe and even a few spots in North America to have lower capacity rail (light rail) 
feeding higher capacity rail (subway) 
 
We will also have Amtrak/Inter‐city rail, Metrolink and CHSR connections with the “SFV Light rail network”  at  the 
existing Van Nuys Amtrak/Metrolink station, Sylmar, Burbank Airport and Downton Burbank Metrolink stations.  
 
So there are my thoughts.  
Mark R. Johnston, 4185 Van Buren St, Chino, Ca 91710 
 
 
 
. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:04 AM
To: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Alternative Routes 

 
I may have already sent this, but just in case. 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Katherine Padilla ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 12:35 PM 
To: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net> 
Subject: Re: Alternative Routes  
 
Received 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Oct 17, 2017, at 12:28 PM, Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net> wrote: 
>  
>  
>  
> Karen Swift 
> LA Metro 
> Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las  
> Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External Affairs 
> 213.922.1348 W 
> 213.792.6897 C 
> metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro  
> provides excellence in service and support. 
>  
>  
> ‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
> From: Judy Jordan [mailto:judyjordan@charter.net] 
> Sent: Monday, October 16, 2017 4:26 PM 
> To: EastSFVTransit 
> Subject: Alternative Routes 
>  
> I prefer the light rail alternative. 
>  
> Judy Jordan 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:59 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 

From: Alexander Kasendorf [mailto:akasendorf@alpertbarr.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:36 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East SFV Transit Corridor - At-Grade LRT with 14 Stations 

Dear Mr. Davis, 

I strongly support the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor project being built as at-grade light rail transit 
with 14 stations, as well as preserving local bus service and mitigating parking impacts on Van Nuys 
Boulevard.  

This corridor will be the first section of the eventual Metro line connecting the Valley and the Westside. The at-
grade light rail transit (LRT) with 14 stations option has the highest ridership capacity among the alternatives, 
and provides the best connectivity time to the Orange Line and future Sepulveda Transit Corridor project. 
Furthermore, LRT has the highest level of community support, based on public comments and input during the 
Alternative Analysis public outreach process. 

The communities along this corridor deserve the economic development associated with Metro rail lines. LRT 
infrastructure improvements attract private investment in commercial centers and transit-oriented housing. In 
comparison, bus rapid transit systems provide only minimal investment in community improvements and do not 
attract significant private investment or state and federal funding. 

The East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor will be among the first steps toward a 21st century transit 
system for our diverse and growing region. The Valley is excited to connect our communities as never seen 
before.  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide input on this important matter. 

Regards,  
Alexander Kasendorf  
Los Angeles, CA 91406
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:32 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Laurie [mailto:pkelsondds@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 11:48 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment 
 
Please do not put the transit yard in Van Nuys and disrupt so many long established businesses.  The yard can be in 
Sylmar near the transit hub.  Makes much more sense.  
I vote for bus not rail. 
 
Laurie Kelson 
Encino, CA 
 
*Traffic/Transportation Chair 
Encino Neighborhood Council  
(For identification purposes only) 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#107]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 5:40 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#107] 
 

Name *  Carlyn Kessler  

Address   
15007 ARCHWOOD ST  

Van nuys, Ca 91405  

United States  

Email Address *  feartheturtle323@yahoo.com  

Comment *  NO ON OPTION A! Our neighborhood supports & depends on those 

businesses! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO ON OPTION A

Seems like a lot of people filled out online comment cards and emailed the project email address. 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: CARLYN KESSLER [mailto:feartheturtle323@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 6:02 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit; councilmember.martinez@lacity.org 
Subject: NO ON OPTION A 
 
We support our local businesses & do NOT want that train yard in an area which is shared by both residences & small 
business. 
Carlyn Kessler 
15007 Archwood St, 91405 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:51 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#30]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2017 6:10 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#30] 
 

Name *  Gina Konwiser  

Address   
6247 Orion Ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

gdolphina@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  

I moved to Van Nuys last year with my family partially in the hopes that redevelopment would be on its way to this part 

of the valley (as is happening with neighboring communities). Now I am reading about Metro’s so-called “Option A” to 

put a very large light rail yard in the Kester-Cedros area at Oxnard?!?? This is a TERRIBLE idea, and as a resident I want 

to register my whole-hearted opposition to this plan. Why not put the yard further north where, as I’ve read, it is 

actually desired and would not displace hundreds of small businesses?? 
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Such a shame. Van Nuys has the potential to be so great...how can we attract more retail spaces and nicer housing 

options as North Hollywood has done? 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:52 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#31]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 11:35 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#31] 
 

Name *  Gary Kosman  

Address   
16751 Tupper St.  

North Hills, CA 91343  

United States  

Email Address *  gary@americalearns.net  

Comment *  I support the the fastest and best alternative under consideration: rail 

with 14 stations (three underground), which will take only 29 minutes to 

travel 9.2 miles. Please do not add another bus line to our city's streets 

that is sure to run behind schedule due to already-clogged streets. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gary 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:32 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Roger B. Krost [mailto:rbkrost@conspec.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 12:37 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on option A 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I wanted to reach out to you to let you know that I vigorously oppose option a. 
 
Although I feel that light rail is a good option for the San Fernando Valley, I definitely do not agree that the railyard 
should be placed as indicated in option A.  
 
I am a local property owner, and small business owner in the van nuys area and I do business with several of the small 
businesses located within the option a parcel. These businesses are very unique in character, and their relocation or loss 
would be a detriment to my business, and to the Van Nuys area as a whole. 
 
I urge metro to reconsider the option of a parcel and relocate this railyard in a different area… 
 
Sincerely 
 
Roger Krost 
Rbkrost@conspec.com 
 
Roger B Krost 
6038 Ethel Avenue 
Valley Glen, CA. 91401 
626‐796‐8413 
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Sent from Roger's iPhone 
‐‐ 
 
See our website:  
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.conspec.com&data=01%7C01%7Ceastsfvtran
sit%40metro.net%7C446e045377ac47e26b3908d51b169239%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C0&sdata=Emy
3NhHqQcoJgt6R3ix1mBHTtrZE5cVOxFdjmOSlCKs%3D&reserved=0 
 
Or call us:   626‐695‐0036 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Option A Oxnard/Calvert, Kester/Cedros

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Karen Kutzin [mailto:klkutzin@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:23 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Option A Oxnard/Calvert, Kester/Cedros 
 
NO on OPTION A 
 
Why would you destroy a thriving economic ecosystem?  The placement of this yard makes no sense for the 
neighborhood.  Our business is on the South Side of Oxnard so our building would not be affected.  However, our 
business would be as we have relationships with businesses in the target area.  We live in Van Nuys, just up Kester.  We 
use many of the businesses in this area for personal reasons as well as business. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Karen Kutzin 
14726 Oxnard Street 
Van Nuys, CA  91411      Business 
 
15020 Archwood Street 
Van Nuys, CA  61405   Home 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:24 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#49]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 1:02 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#49] 
 

Name *  Hadyn Lazarow  

Address   
14679 Aetna ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  info@gardenbydesign.net  

Comment *  I have my business based in the proposed rail yard area. I am strongly 

opposed to haveing this land acquired for this project.  

It is also close to the residential area I live in. 

Please look at other options.  

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-286

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC145

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC145-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Melinda Liberatore [mailto:liberatore.mel@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:10 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: Ann O'Connor; Kristin Sales-Pike 
Subject: NO on Option A 
 
NO on OPTION A 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a member of the Neighborhood Watch for over 600  households just South of Oxnard west of  Van Nuys 
Blvd.   
  
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail yard 
near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your homes!  We vehemently oppose 
Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please 
do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing 
businesses in our community.   
  
Thank you, 
Melinda Liberatore 
Sherman Oaks -Vista Oaks Neighborhood Watch - Willis Ave 
(310) 930-6016 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:50 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Melinda Liberatore [mailto:organizedbymel@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:48 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I live near the proposed area and love the businesses on Oxnard between Kester and Cedros.  I am opposed to building 
the proposed storage area so close to my home and my neighborhood.  I have been informed that Panorama City wants 
this storage facility and cannot figure out why Metro wouldn’t just build this facility in a welcoming location. 
 
Please do not build this storage area in our neighborhood. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
 
Tony and Melinda Liberatore 
MO Organizational Solutions 
“Our MO is to Make Your Life Neat" 
organizedbymel@gmail.com 
(310) 930‐6016 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No to Option A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Vivi Lin [mailto:vlin53@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:11 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No to Option A 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We don't want Option A and a train yard right next to our homes. 
 
Sylvie and Yoel Kraizberger 
5822 Willis Ave 
Van Nuys, CA 91411 
 
Cell: 818‐402‐5707 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:22 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#47]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 12:36 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#47] 
 

Name *  Tina Lol  

Address   
15138 Martha st  

Sherman oaks, Ca 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  tinalok2000@gmail.com  

Comment *  Hello, I would like to oppose the plan to establish a rail yard on Kester 

and Oxnard. The plan not only eliminates local businesses but would 

affect air quality and the overall aesthetic of the neighborhood. In 

addition, if the area is used to house rail cars or equipment, there will 

be an increase of noise and be an eyesore. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:47 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#88]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:18 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#88] 
 

Name *  Jonathan Lopez  

Email Address *  jlopez080488@gmail.com  

Comment *  Save Small buisnesses 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:34 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: Elevated BRT Videos

Walt, did you respond to this? 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Todd Lorber [mailto:tlorber@naicapital.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 11:59 AM 
To: daviswa@metro.not 
Cc: 'Ivan Gomez'; EastSFVTransit; Todd Lorber 
Subject: Elevated BRT Videos 
 
Walt, 
Thank you again for your time regarding the East Valley Transit Project as it pertains to Option A in Van Nuys.  
In researching over the past few months I’ve encountered some elevated BRT systems that have been put in place, and I 
have attached a couple short video clips below about a system in Malaysia.  Two of them are official productions, and 
one made by a rider documenting her experience.  This system went on line in 2015. 
 
As I mentioned during our conversation, the cost of this system was around $30,000,000 per mile (based somewhere on 
2012‐2015 dollars).   This system seems to offer the following advantages over both a light rail and grade level BRT: 
 
‐Creates the smallest footprint=allows more use of the road below. 
‐Requires less Right Of Way acquisition 
‐Allows greater flexibility for future modifications (including partial conversion of the Orange Line) 
‐Can provide for uninterrupted bicycle lane 
‐Costs much less than rail counterpart 
‐Eliminates grade crossings, facilitating greater safety and shorter travel times 
‐Allows shorter construction periods than rail  
‐Greater energy efficiency and lower service/maintenance costs over the next 50 years. 
 
I understand that there is a lot of inertia in place to construct a rail system, and I’m sure a lot of economic and political 
pressure has been applied by the rail cars, DWP, and other countless other entities that I can’t begin to be aware 
of.  However, given the massive cost, scope, disruption from construction and ongoing operating expenses the city and 
county will incur, it behooves everyone to at least consider all potential options that have and have not worked. 
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This system seems to be a great hybrid of a BRT and Light Rail, with greater efficiency, less disruption and lower cost 
than the rail option.  There is also a lot of architectural statement that can be incorporated into the project in order to 
create a First World transit system that Los Angeles can be proud of.  
 
Please give this a few minutes of your time to review and consider. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjNOSFVpv0g 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q‐i‐T6KJwqM 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdtRD_1VlqM 
 
 

 
Todd Lorber |  Executive Vice President 
 

16001 Ventura Blvd., Suite #200,  Encino,  CA  91436 
 

tlorber@naicapital.com  | CalBRE Lic # 01014637 
 

Office  818-905-2400  x 2376 

 

Fax  818-905-2425 

  

Bio |  vCard |  Research  |  
   

naicapital.com | NAI Global | 7,000+ Professionals | 400+ Offices | 425M+ SF Property Managed 
 

 

If this email is with regards to a transaction, information and/or opinions expressed herein have been provided by a principal or principals in the transaction, their 
representative or representatives or other third party sources.  No warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of the information and/or opinions or capability of 
the individual providing such information and/or opinions is intended.  Such information and/or opinions should be independently investigated and evaluated and
may not be a basis for liability of NAI Capital, Inc. or its agents. CalBRE Lic. No. 01990696 

 
  

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-293

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjNOSFVpv0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q%E2%80%90i%E2%80%90T6KJwqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdtRD_1VlqM
mailto:tlorber@naicapital.com
19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC151-1cont.



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:01 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: Project Considerations

 

 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Todd Lorber [mailto:tlorber@naicapital.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 11:12 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Project Considerations 
 

MTA Info  Impacts of removing the Industrial Base 

Proportionality 

All new master planned communities strike a balance between residential units, and Retail, Office, Industrial, 

schools, open space.  This is done to provide adequate facilities for the population to earn a living, purchase 

essential and desired goods, educate and recreate, while minimizing its need to commute to other areas for 
work. 

In the 30 years that I have been in this industry, there has been no increase in the industrial base, while 

population of the San Fernando Valley has risen from roughly 1 million (1990)  to 1.8 million (2015).  So 

population has increased by 80% while the base of industrial product has actually decreased.  Furthermore, if 

one assumes a 2% annual economic growth rate (which is hopefully low) and imputes this onto an industrial 

base of 170 million square feet, that would require an additional 3.4 million square feet of additional industrial 

space ANNUALLY to keep pace with demand. 

Why is this significant?   

The jobs that industrial (excluding pure distribution) companies create are what facilitate and maintain the 

middle class of our society‐both via the business owners AND their employees. These are Value Added Jobs 

that actually pay decent wages.  There are already enough forces causing erosion of this middle class (most 
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notably the internet, and retail/distribution models aggregating to larger companies) and a hostile business 

climate in California.  The great need that we have for more “affordable” housing in our region is due in large 

part to wages not keeping up with residential real estate costs.  Decreasing the industrial base, with no viable 

area for these companies to relocate will only exacerbate this condition.  Marijuana growers and dispensaries 

will further amplify the problem after January 1, since they can pay higher rental rates than most industrial 

users can afford.  

What industrial product HAS been developed in the past 30 years has been in the form of larger boxes, due to 

the lower construction cost (vs. smaller buildings).  Since we 1) do not have any more M zoned land to build 

upon and 2) small product is so expensive to construct, these small buildings CANNOT AND WILL NOT  be 

replaced within our marketplace.   This places further pressure on the remaining industrial base.  Furthermore 

since industrial coverage (density) and rent is low as compared to that of other product types, there will 
ALWAYS be an economically “higher and better” use of what land is out there.   But that ignores the 

intangibles (jobs/incubator industries) stated above.  As a comparison‐agriculture uses 80% of the state’s 

water and only contributes 2% to the state’s GDP but it is deemed essential to our economy and security. 

In 2028, the Santa Monica Airport is scheduled to close.  This will place more pressure on the Van Nuys Airport 

and consequently the surrounding industrial properties that support the aviation industry.  This will also serve 
to displace other industrial users. 

The points are: 

‐Once this product is gone, we will never get it back 

‐This hurts the very demographic that this transit system is supposed to help, by removing jobs and forcing 

them to commute longer distances. 

‐An economy CANNOT subsist solely on service based jobs.  Time will show that such jobs are easier to export 

than manufacturing jobs, since the info can be digitized and sent via fiber to Bangalore or Shanghai (i.e. MRI 

analysis, Engineering/Design projects) since they graduate more engineers than us. 

Notwithstanding the claims made on page 4.2‐41, my search last week of a 1.5 mile radius of Option A 

resulted in 5 properties for sale AND lease, with an aggregate square footage of 21,000 s.f.  Of these, only 3 
had an industrial zone, totaling 8,000 s.f. 

Scenario A requires condemnation of appx 58 properties (totaling nearly HALF A MILLION s.f. of building) on 

some of the most valuable industrial land in the Valley due to its proximity to the West Side.  Scenario B and C 

each require appx 40 properties and displace numerous businesses.   

Due to the ever increasing presence of the internet in retail sales, and the decreasing demand for large retail 

boxes/shopping malls etc., large retail sites should be considered instead of industrial. 
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Safety Concerns 

It looks like MTA’s preference is strongly leaning toward a light rail system.  Most light rail systems have a 

dedicated track.  I’d like you to consider not only the construction cost and disruption of this vs. a bus line but 

also the safety concerns.  If in such a densely populated area, traffic ends up parked/stopped in a bus right of 

way, the busses are at least able to stop to avoid collision.  What is the likelihood of a train weighing 75‐100 

tons being able to stop in time to avoid an obstacle laying across its path,? as opposed to a 15 ton bus, which 
can stop in a reasonable distance? 

The on grade rail scenario calls for numerous intersections that will require drivers to make U turns.  In 

addition to the inefficiency of these, U turns are notoriously the most dangerous maneuver to execute in 

moving traffic situations due to uncertainty of oncoming and cross traffic and pedestrians. 

 

Efficiency 

Accelerating and decelerating 120 ton mass every ¾ of a mile that never exceeds 30 miles/hour seems like a 

colossal waste of energy.  Seems good for DWP, but not for anyone else.  What are the total energy costs 

(especially when including the electrical infrastructure) and maintenance costs of the rail system vs. the bus 

system?  These are expenses WE, the taxpayers will be expected to absorb over the next 50 years, and should 

absolutely be factored into the cost analysis.  

Removing 3‐4 lanes from Van Nuys Blvd. will be catastrophic to existing traffic patterns, AND local merchants 

due to the loss of parking.  In Venice, where just 2 vehicle lanes have been removed to create bicycle lanes, 
traffic has become a disaster and the councilman is now considering reversing the decision.  

 

MTA should consider some form of elevated BRT.  This has the following benefits: 

‐Creates the smallest footprint, = allows more use of the road beneath 

‐Requires less Right of Way Acquisition 

‐Allows greater flexibility for the future, (including modifying the existing Orange Line 

‐Can provide an uninterrupted bike lane  

‐Would probably cost less to build than the light rail counterpart 

‐Eliminates grade crossings, facilitating more safety and shorter travel times. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

 
Todd Lorber |  Executive Vice President 
 

16001 Ventura Blvd., Suite #200,  Encino,  CA  91436 
 

tlorber@naicapital.com  | CalBRE Lic # 01014637 
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Office  818-905-2400  x 2376 

 

Fax  818-905-2425 

  

Bio |  vCard |  Research  |  
   

naicapital.com | NAI Global | 7,000+ Professionals | 400+ Offices | 425M+ SF Property Managed 
 

 

If this email is with regards to a transaction, information and/or opinions expressed herein have been provided by a principal or principals in the transaction, their 
representative or representatives or other third party sources.  No warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of the information and/or opinions or capability of 
the individual providing such information and/or opinions is intended.  Such information and/or opinions should be independently investigated and evaluated and
may not be a basis for liability of NAI Capital, Inc. or its agents. CalBRE Lic. No. 01990696 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 3:55 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Prefer Alternative 3 & 4

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Christopher Luna [mailto:chico818@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 02, 2017 1:40 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Prefer Alternative 3 & 4 
 
I prefer Alternative 3 and 4. 
 
 

Alternative 3: Low-floor Light Rail Transit (LRT)/Tram 

Similar to San Diego, Portland and European systems, this alternative would operate in a dedicated guideway in 
the center of Van Nuys Bl for 6.7 miles and 2.5 miles in mixed flow along San Fernando Rd, with 28 enhanced 
stations. This alternative is projected to cost $1.3 billion. 

Alternative 4: LRT 

Similar to existing Metro LRT Lines, trains would operate for 6.7 miles in a median dedicated guideway on Van 
Nuys Bl with 2.5 miles underground. The trains would run for 2.5 miles on railroad right-of-way adjacent to 
San Fernando Rd. There would be 14 stations, three of which would be underground. This alternative is 
projected to cost $2.7 billion. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:36 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lisa Lynch [mailto:lisalynch1@icloud.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 7:57 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment 
 
Just putting in a comment against putting this into the Kester/Oxnard area.  
 
Obviously for property owners in the area, it is detrimental to property value and quality of life.  
 
This area has been getting progressively nicer in the past few years. Many businesses have moved in and some have 
remodeled. The businesses in the area are important and some longstanding in the community.  
 
Building in proposed area would be a backwards movement for many individuals and businesses.  
 
My hope is that an alternate location will be sought out. Perhaps close to 405 where there is much more land and it's 
more industrial. 
 
Thanks you for considering these thoughts as I share my personal views  ‐ and on  behalf of those in my neighborhood. 
 
Susan Lisa Lynch 
5715 Bevis Ave. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
Lisalynch1@me.com 
818.203.5936 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:55 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jessica Kiernan [mailto:jessicakiernan@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 6:56 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO on OPTION A 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I live just south of Oxnard west of  Van Nuys Blvd.  I heard through fellow neighbors that you are considering putting a 
rail yard near our homes and we are completely opposed to the idea. 
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B. Please do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood 
by using eminent domain to remove long‐standing businesses in our community.   
  
Sincerely, 
Jessica Maillard 
Resident of Vista Del Monte Ave. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:22 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#48]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 12:39 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#48] 
 

Name *  Jessica Maillard  

Address   
5758 Vista Del Monte Ave  

Sherman Iaks , CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  jessicakiernan@gmail.com  

Comment *  We live in a peaceful, residential neighborhood. We do not want Option 

A close to our homes.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:53 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Transit corridor

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: mariadp84 [mailto:mariadp84@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 12:12 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Transit corridor 
 
I am emailing to express my support for light rail alternative 
with 14 stations because it is the the speediest and its ability to double or triple its capacity easily. 
 
 
Sent from my Boost Mobile Phone. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:32 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Northern Terminal and distant between stations?

I have not gotten back to Jerry yet, but I will try next week. I will see him Wednesday at the Service Council, but I guess 
this still counts as a comment. Thanks. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: jerry.martin@vnnc.org [mailto:jerry.martin@vnnc.org]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 6:25 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Northern Terminal and distant between stations? 
 
Hi Walt. 
 
I just want to know. If the northern end for the Terminal. Has been set in stone yet? 
 
I know the terminal was slated to be at Sylmar Metrolink. But I like to see if it is possible. 
To extend it north to Roxford. Because there are a few Business and Job centers. And would allow 
many people to get to Olive quicker.  
 
This most northern portion of Sylmar has been ignored by Public Transit. So I like to see if this is possible. 
 
Also I like to know. 
It was mentioned, about the spacing between Stations was about 0.75 to 1 mile about.  
Between Van Nuys Amtrak Station and the Orange Line. The gap is a half mile not 0.75 mile. Do you plan 
to have  
stops at a minimum. Every half mile or .075?  
 
Maybe you might want to drop a couple of stops. If there is a requirement for the minimum distant. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 3:26 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Pro Rail support for eastSFV Transit Corridor

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Jan Kidwell [mailto:jankidwell@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 1:13 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Pro Rail support for eastSFV Transit Corridor 
 
I just received an email from an acquaintance, who wanted me to forward this message to you. 
 
Patrick Marti <patrickmarti@hotmail.com> 
To 
Jan Kidwell 
Oct 19 at 12:46 PM 

re: Patrick Marti (born and raised in SFV) prefers RAIL method. Please forward my response to 
appropriate parties. 
 
Patrick Marti   

  
Jan Kidwell 
818 850 9676 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:26 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#54]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 3:17 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#54] 
 

Name *  Eric Mazer  

Address   
14301 Martha street  

Sherman oaks, Ca 91401  

Email Address *  eric.mazer@gmail.com  

Comment *  A train yard at Oxnard and Kester is a terrible idea. Put it in a medium/ 

heavy Industrial Area. Not a neighborhood.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#104]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:49 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#104] 
 

Name *  Rebecca McDonald  

Address   
5732 Vista Del Monte  

Sherman Oaks, CA` 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  rebecca.lind@gmail.com  

Comment *  Please do not choose to place a train yard next to a residential area. No 

to option A. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: ESFVTC Project Public Comment

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Kevin Morales [mailto:mevinkorales@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 6:03 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: ESFVTC Project Public Comment 
 
My name is Kevin Morales and I support the LRT alternative with 14 stations because it provides the most 
capacity and offers the shortest travel time.  I support two out of the three proposed rail maintenance and 
storage facilities being proposed, which include the one located near the orange line and the one located south 
of the the Metrolink tracks because these areas are already industrial and are not adjacent to a large amount of 
housing.  I strongly oppose building a maintenance and storage facility north of the Metrolink tracks because I 
believe that this would be too close to housing in Panorama City near Blythe Street.  Although I like the 
underground segment of the LRT route between Roscoe and Sherman Way, given that it would nearly double 
the cost of the project, I think that this is not entirely necessary if the train is given signal priority throughout the 
entire route.  Another reason I support the LRT (14 station) option is because it will preserve local bus service 
(233 bus) for people that need to access their destinations between the LRT stations.  This is especially 
important for people with disabilities.  I believe that there is a very strong demand for LRT in the San Fernando 
Valley.  The communities within the study area are some of the densest areas in the valley and have the highest 
concentrations of transit-dependent residents. Most of the L.A. communities within the study area will be 
updating their community plans in the near future, which means that there is potential for these neighborhoods 
to allow even denser housing near Van Nuys Blvd and San Fernando Rd.  This would bring even more public 
transit riders to this corridor, which is why I support the LRT 14 station alternative.   
 
 
Thank you. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:45 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#83]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:54 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#83] 
 

Name *  Terri Mouton  

Address   
5726 Willis Ave.  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

Email Address *  b.t.mouton@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  I am OPPOSED to Option A. Please do not destroy the community we 

have worked so hard to build.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#62]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:45 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#62] 
 

Name *  Kristine Muscara  

Address   
5831 Saloma Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  kristmus@gmail.com  

Comment *  We oppose this Option. The crime is already too high in the Oxnard and 

Kester area. We don’t need a large unmanaged area to add to that 

problem. At least we have local small business owners who care about 

our neighborhood!  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#89]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:41 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#89] 
 

Name *  Paula Newsome  

Address   
15044 Martha  

ca sherman Oaks  

United States  

Email Address *  mee.sweet.pea@gmail.com  

Comment *  absolutely not!!! 

 

this is a stable bedroom community that would be sooooo adversely 

effected by Option A. I am a homeowner and have been here for 

11years.. Neighborhoods like these are the bedrock of LA and 

destroying in should be a tragedy for this neighborhood. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#90]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:45 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#90] 
 

Name *  paula newsome  

Email Address *  222patrice222@gmai.com  

Comment *  Dear Sir/Madam: 

 

I live in Noble Estates 

 

We are very upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail 

yard near our homes. I am certain that you would not want a rail yard 

near your homes! We vehemently oppose Option A and we ask that you 

do the same. 

 

We understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this 

is the case, then all the better, but please do not destroy the quality of 

life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-

standing businesses just north of us in our community.  

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-319

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC173

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC173-1

19312
Text Box



2

Thank you, 

 

Paula 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#52]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 2:14 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#52] 
 

Name *  Jessica Niven-Kohring  

Address   
14329 Califa St  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91401  

United States  

Email Address *  jessiesue25@hotmail.com  

Comment *  No to Option A. We are already dealing with a new fire station that will 

have an impact on our noise levels. We also frequent many of the 

businesses (who have been there for years) that fall in the outlined area 

of this plan.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:00 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#37]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 7:55 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#37] 
 

Name *  Glenys Norwood  

Address   
4958 Escobedo Drive  

Woodland Hills, CA 91364  

United States  

Email Address *  glenysk@gmail.com  

Comment *  I support the Light Rail alternative, with 14 stations, (three 

underground), that will take only 29 minutes to travel 9.2 miles. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:17 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#45]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 11:29 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#45] 
 

Name *  Lisa Nunez  

Address   
5732 Cedros Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  lisanciccarelli@prodigy.net  

Comment *  No to option A. It will destroy a community of artists and artisans. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#92]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 11:17 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#92] 
 

Name *  Michael O'Brien  

Address   
7615 Thousand Oaks Dr.  

Tujunga, CA 91042  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

rivimike@gmail.com  

Comment *  

I oppose Option A. I Manage Mustangs Etc. a family owned business that has been in the same location since 1976. Our 

business along with about 80 other employ about 1500 people. If we are made to move it will destroy our business 

along with most of the others. There is no where for us to move to in the Valley. Why didn't Metro inform all the 

business's that will be effected? Most of us heard about it from each other. Why are you trying to hide it. Why did the 

project manager Walt lie to us by telling different stories depending on where the meetings were located? I agree that 
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something has to be done to alleviate the traffic but why does it have to be done here? The people of Panorama City 

want it there. Give them their wish and don't destroy us. NO ON OPTION A!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#79]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 10:27 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#79] 
 

Name *  Anita O'Connell  

Address   
6432 Orion Ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91406  

United States  

Email Address *  poconnellhome@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  Strongly opposed to Option A plan for rail yard; in support for Option B. 

We need to foster and protect the community of small businesses in the 

area of Option A. This is a vital area that is a bright spot for Van Nuys. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:19 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: Fw: Metro - East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message
Attachments: Msg-20171030-142531-2.mp3

and another new one...  
 

Hello, it’s Michael O’Connor.  I’m a resident of the Sherman Oaks – Van Nuys area, and I am calling opposition 
to Option A for the transit corridor.  I do not like the local businesses and all the employees that are employed 
by them to be put out of work, as well as I don’t want the repair facility near my home because of the 
(unintelligible) waste and every other issue that would come along with the repairs being done there, as well 
as the increase in crime rate.  Again my name is Michael O’Connor.  My phone number, if you want to call me 
back, is 818‐314‐2456, and I’m opposing Option A for the East Valley Transit (unintelligible).  Thank you very 
much. 

 
 

From: Phone Mail <maildelivery@voicenation.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:25 PM 
To: Jomel Rosel ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Subject: Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message  
  
Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH VoiceMail Message818314245610‐30‐2017 14:25:31 
VoiceNation, LLC 
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October 30 2017 

East SFV PROJECT  

One Gateway Plaza mail stop 99-13-1  

Los Angeles Ca 90012 

 

 

My name is Mike O’Gara and My associate Gary Aggas and I attended the Public information hearing on 
September 18th at Zev Yaroslavsky Family Support Center . 

We are Community Activists in the East San Fernando Valley. We have each lived in Sun Valley Ca zip 
91352 for over 40 years. We are members of the Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council however we are 
responding as two community members, Not as affiliates of any group. 

We have read and studied all the information given to us.  We have  discussed the alternatives for the 
East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor as presented to us at that meeting . 

We are in Favor of of alternative ONE (1) THE CURB-RUNNING BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT) 

We have chosen this alternative for several reasons: 

We believe It will reduce the amount of traffic in the corridor  

It takes less time to complete from start to finish and the area will be less disturbed over a shorter 
period of time than the other alternatives. The Businesses along Van Nuys Blvd will suffer the least 
amount of inconvenience and loss of revenue. 

It will be supported by metros existing bus maintenance facilities. It does not require a new facility to 
support and maintain rail cars 

It is the most economical of the alternatives except for NO PROJECT. There is a budget for this line item 
of $1.3 Billion-Very Expensive- If  THE CURB-RUNNING BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT) 

This alternative should be able to allow cars to make Right Hand turns as well as Left hand turns which 
will make it easier for shoppers to access the shops on both sides of the street that have parking behind 
their buildings. With no street parking all the businesses along this route will suffer a loss of income. 

At a cost of $294 million dollars, the difference between that number and the budgeted $1.3 Billion will 
allow for a MUCH NEEDED bus route to be built out along the north end of the route to transport 
Students to and from California State University at Northridge.  This bus route should ideally go from 
Sylmar to Sun Valley / Burbank. This would eliminate a lot of student driving across the valley each day . 
It would save money for the students as they would not have to own a car and they would save a lot of 
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money by not buying auto Insurance. It would also cut down on the air pollution from these cars as we 
would service the line with clean burning CNG fuel, additionally it would greatly reduce traffic in 
Northridge.  

If this alternative is not chosen our second choice would be NO PROJECT because of the financial harm 
that would be inflicted on the Small businesses along Van Nuys blvd. 

 

Thank You For your time Please add us to the list of interested persons who wish to be kept informed of 
any and all developments on this project. 

 

Mike O'Gara                                                 Gary Aggas 

9301 Cayuga Ave                                        11211 Cohasset Street 

Sun Valley Ca 91352                Sun Valley Ca 91352 

MikeOGaraSVANC@aol.com               GaryAggas@sbcGlobal.net 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, November 3, 2017 10:37 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Public Comment for East SF Valley Transit Corridor

I think we’d gotten this one already. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Dennis Orellana [mailto:dorellana212@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 4:09 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit; Chiodo, Carol; Swift, Karen; adam.stephenson@dot.gov 
Subject: Public Comment for East SF Valley Transit Corridor 
 
Dear Mr. Davis and the FTA/Metro Team, 

I would like to begin first by stating that I support your efforts to improve access to convenient and affordable 
transit, especially in the communities that rely on it the most.  Traffic in Los Angeles County is perhaps one of 
the biggest obstacles to a higher standard of living and business productivity.  I am hopeful that projects like 
this and others will help alleviate some of the stress on our already packed roads.  With that said, I am equally 
hopeful that you do so in a manner that doesn't inadvertently take away from the same communities that you are 
trying to help. 
 
I'm writing you today in representation of my family's business for over 35 years, located on a property in 
Sylmar that is in danger of being torn down to build a guideway.  As you can imagine, the mere thought of 
losing the business that we have and continue to work so hard to build is devastating.  From our humble 
beginnings selling flowers in a small kiosk on the corner of Chatsworth and Sepulveda to becoming our city's 
top ranked florist, it has been a long journey to success; and we're not done yet.  We love our community and 
have architectural plans to improve our building so that we can better serve Sylmar in 2018.  These plans are 
now on hold as we wait to hear more about what you and your team will decide regarding this project in our 
area.   
 
It is particularly difficult for us to cope with the potential loss of our business when thinking of how involved 
and committed we have been to lifting Sylmar to the next level.  We have been very involved with City 
government and have always been there for Sylmar when we were called upon.  In 2006, we helped Alex 
Padilla on the road to creating the Sylmar Business Improvement District and would go on to generate over 1 
million dollars in funds to help our city.  I personally served on it's Board of Directors for years gathering 
insights and feedback from the community.  In that time, I learned the #1 concern of residents in our area was 
and continues to be that Sylmar needs to retain and attract reputable businesses so that they wouldn't have to 
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travel so far from home.  This sentiment continues to be the guiding principle for our community leaders and is 
what we pushed for in the Sylmar Neighborhood Council, on which I served as its Retail Representative until 
2016.  In that time, I heard over and over again that we needed more services and businesses and that residents 
were tired of more and more apartments being built without adding to our business infrastructure first.  Sylmar 
is big on business and we want to protect what we have while attracting more where possible. 
 
In light of this, we as a family business and I as a representative for the tens of thousands of Sylmar residents 
for the past 10 years, we ask that you be sensitive to our city and it's desire to keep and retain businesses that do 
good in our community by choosing an option that allows our block on San Fernando Road to survive.  Please 
allow our flower shop to continue to be there for residents by providing high quality products and services at 
affordable prices.  Please allow us to continue to donate to Sylmar High School's agricultural program and to 
work to create curriculum that helps students learn more about jobs in the floral field in the future.  Please allow 
the Olympic Cafe to provide good meals for hard working people in the early hours of the day as many of them 
end their shifts.  Please allow the Olympic Cafe to be an attractive movie location that keeps filming in Los 
Angeles and attracts fans to Sylmar.  Please allow the Moose lodge to provide a safe, family place for people to 
gather and hold low cost events like funerals and birthdays for residents that couldn't afford to do these things 
elsewhere.  Please allow American Radiator, the last of a dying breed of honest mechanics, to operate a 
legitimate business in an area in need of its ethical business practices.  We ask you to protect the spirit of 
Sylmar and all of the actions we have taken to block big developers from taking over our city by keeping in 
place our businesses in an area that needs them.  Every business we lose is a step in the wrong direction for our 
neighborhood and our city. 
 
We want you to know that the businesses on our block know each other going back years.  We met Pete from 
the Olympic Cafe when he offered us food and water after the Northridge Quake.  We met the various members 
of the Moose Lodge when they asked us for donations and we later began providing them buckets for their car 
wash fundraisers to benefit community causes.  We met Mike from American Radiator when we both came out 
to tend to a wounded German shepherd limping down the street until animal services could arrive.  There are 
some really good people on this block as I'm sure there are some really good people in the other areas that are 
potentially affected.  I know, however, that our little block does so much good in a city that only seems to make 
the news when something bad happens.  I'm here to tell you that we're bigger and we're better than that!  Give 
us the opportunity to continue to grow and work together to make Sylmar shine.  We can be strong allies for this 
project and look forward to the opportunity to help in whatever capacity best suits our city.  We need you to 
truly consider the impact that tearing down our block will have on our community.  It's not something you'll 
find on a fact sheet.  It's not something you can measure by the square foot.  It's in the impact that our 
businesses make on the daily lives of our neighbors in both good and bad times.   
 
We anxiously await to hear more from you soon and look forward to discussing ideas or concerns regarding 
your project as it pertains to the City of Sylmar.  Please keep Sylmar moving in the right direction and choose 
an option that preserves our ongoing efforts to foster business growth in our city by allowing our block to 
remain standing.  We welcome dedicated bus lanes or even a tram running along our street, but we cannot 
support any options that lead to the loss of businesses in the City of Sylmar.  Thank you for taking the time to 
read this and we're here to help.  Please feel free to give me a call anytime as I am always available to speak to 
you more about Sylmar and what we feel is best for our neighborhood. 
 
Best regards, 
Dennis Orellana & The Orellana Family 
818-270-6352 cell 
 
 
Properties in Question in the City of Sylmar 
St. Germain Flowers 
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12204 San Fernando Road, Sylmar, CA 91342 
 
The Olympic Cafe 
12192 San Fernando Road, Sylmar, CA 91342 
 
The Moose Lodge 
12178 San Fernando Road, Sylmar, CA 91342 
 
American Radiator 
12162 San Fernando Rd, Sylmar, CA 91342  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on option 'A' for East San Fernando Valley Transit Train Yard

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: David Orr [mailto:david@david‐orr.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:24 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on option 'A' for East San Fernando Valley Transit Train Yard 
 
I have read about the plans to create a train yard at Oxnard street and Kester avenue related to the East San Fernando 
Valley Transit Corridor.  
 
This seems to be a location that will create enormous negative impact for the Sherman Oaks area. I don't understand 
why this area is being considered at all ‐ it seems counterintuitive, a location which will impact the neighborhood and 
businesses negatively (the former by the increase and redirected traffic; the latter by literally killing local businesses.  
 
I see that other options are being considered in more industrial areas, which makes much more sense. Someone 
mentioned this in a neighborhood blog, and I think it makes sense to look into:  
 
"I think an option "D" should be studied to put the maintenance facility at the northern end of the light rail line in 
Sunland/Sylmar which currently consists of many auto maintenance and scrap yard facilities." 
 
Isn't an industrial area nearer at the terminus of a train route a better option than one which will impact residential 
neighborhoods so badly? 
 
:: David Orr 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 3:55 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Support for Median Running LRT in East SFV

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Hunter Owens [mailto:owens.hunter@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 01, 2017 11:15 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Support for Median Running LRT in East SFV 
 
Dear Metro East SFV Transit Team-  
 
I write in strong support of the Median Running LRT, as it would provide the most accessibility to the most 
people for accessing the busy corridors in the east SFV and connections to the broad metro rail network.  
 
-Hunter 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Mieger, David; Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: ESFVTC Comment Letter
Attachments: ESFVTC Letter.pdf

Here’s Pacoima Beautiful’s letter. 
 
Thanks, 
Karen 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Yvette Lopez [mailto:ylopez@pacoimabeautiful.org]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:22 PM 
To: Swift, Karen 
Cc: Max; 'Veronica ' 
Subject: ESFVTC Comment Letter 
 
Hi Karen, 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
‐Yvette 
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13520 Van Nuys Blvd. Suite 200, Pacoima, CA 91331 • (818) 899-2454 • Fax (818) 485-4306 

www.pacoimabeautiful.org 

 

October 30, 2017  

Phil Washington 
CEO 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
1 Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report Draft EIS/EIR for the East San Fernando Valley Transit 
Corridor Project 

 

Dear Mr. Washington,  

This letter outlines Pacoima Beautiful’s comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report 
Draft EIS/EIR for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project. Pacoima Beautiful is a community 
based environmental justice non-profit, which has served the East San Fernando Valley for over 20 years. 
We have engaged with the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor (ESFVTC) project since its inception. 
The comments below reflect the sentiment of our members, and staff, as well as our knowledge of the 
community.  

-Metro needs to take action now to institute a Transit Oriented Communities policy for the neighborhoods 
along the ESFVTC. The neighborhoods the line runs through are predominantly low income, communities of 
color, with a high percentage of renters. These residents are highly vulnerable to displacement and the 
construction of new transit lines in other neighborhoods in LA County has hastened neighborhood change. 
For this reason, Metro needs to work with the city of Los Angeles on instituting policies that will protect low-
income residents and ensure that new development happens in a way that benefits them without 
displacement. This should take the form of a displacement avoidance plan as well as updates to the zoning 
code around station and be implemented by the Los Angeles Planning Department.  

-Metro must ensure that what ever mode is chosen minimizes transfers and maximizes connectivity to other 
areas of the county. This can be done through ensuring that the line does not terminate at the Orange line, 
but continues to other destinations. This could be mean continuing across the Sepulveda pass as part of a 
future line that would connect residents to the west side and the purple line. If BRT is selected or if the 
mode on Van Nuys is incompatible with the Sepulveda Pass line, the line should continue onto the Orange 
line offering residents a one-seat ride to North Hollywood. Lessening transfers will maximize the utility of 
the line for residents who are often going far distances.  

-The ESFVTC has the potential to turn Pacoima from a far-flung neighborhood to a regional transportation 
nexus. Currently the neighborhood is burdened by transit infrastructure that routes traffic through the 
neighborhood without benefiting residents. This includes numerous freeways as well as an at grade rail line  
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13520 Van Nuys Blvd. Suite 200, Pacoima, CA 91331 • (818) 899-2454 • Fax (818) 485-4306 

www.pacoimabeautiful.org 

 

down San Fernando road. This line carries Metrolink trains through the neighborhood but does not stop 
within it. Currently, Pacoima residents must travel 2.5 miles to Sylmar or 4 miles to Sun Valley to access the 
train. A station should be built at Van Nuys Boulevard. This would provide the most logical transfer to the 
ESFVTC and would also provide a short half hour trip to downtown Los Angeles. This could turn this area into 
a new regional transit hub for the East Valley.  

-The Pacoima Wash is an important opportunity for the Northeast Valley. Residents have been working for 
over a decade to convert it into a multi modal path and greenway. The ESFVTC will pass directly over the 
Wash at Van Nuys Boulevard and along San Fernando Road. The line should be built in a way that does not 
preclude access to the greenway. This means allowing the path to pass over or under the line at those 
streets. The line should also be built in a way that provides a connection from those streets to the path. This 
is particularly important at San Fernando Road where a connection can be made to the bike path along that 
street. The Wash path will be an important first last mile connection to the line and Metro should use some 
of its budget to build out the path.  

-The line should be built in a way that minimizes disruption to the adjacent communities. The line will run 
through neighborhood business districts that contain many small, mom and pop enterprises. Any sort of 
disruption could be catastrophic for these businesses, which often have very tight profit margins. Metro 
should work with them to minimize disruption. Where the line turns from Van Nuys Boulevard to San 
Fernando is an important commercial hub for Pacoima. This part of the street has many historic structures. 
The line should be built in a way that minimizes the demolition of these structures. Ripping down these 
buildings will irrevocably harm the business district and threatens many businesses that have been in the 
neighborhood for generations.  

-The ESFVTC runs through communities with a high proportion of youth and residents who rely on walking, 
biking, and transit. A portion of the budget should be spent on first/last mile connectivity to ensure that 
residents will be able to safely access the station. This will also provide a larger community benefit and 
enhance safety in the surrounding neighborhood. 

We look forward to continuing to work with Metro on this important project. If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely, 

 

Veronica Padilla,  
Executive Director 
Pacoima Beautiful 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#61]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:41 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#61] 
 

Name *  ROCCO PALUMBO  

Address   
5856 VESPER AVENUE  

SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  variel4@yahoo.com  

Comment *  Please do not destroy our neighborhood by putting a rail yard next to it. 

The loss of businesses, jobs and services would be devastating to all 

and the noise pollution and blight would have a terrible affect not only 

on our quality of life but on property values too. Please err on the side 

of reason, wisdom and the best interests of our community in your 

decision making. Please choose a different location without such a dire 

impact on the local community. We would greatly appreciate it.  

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-343

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC189

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC189



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:06 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Opposed to Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Tommy Paul [mailto:subtleblue@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 11:16 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Opposed to Option A 
 
Hi, 
 
Wanted to voice my opposition to Option A, the proposal to put the massive train yard at 
Kester/Oxnard/Cedros.  As a neighbor (5711 Vista Del Monte), I patronize the various businesses along the 
corridor and do not want to see them go.  Additionally, I have huge concerns about the negative effect this 
proposal would have on quality of life and property values for myself and the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tommy 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:47 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on OPTION A!

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Karen Perea Gannon [mailto:gannonkperea@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:53 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit; councilmember.martinez@lacity.org; councilmember.ryu@lacity.org 
Subject: NO on OPTION A! 
 
NO on OPTION A 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
I am head of the Neighborhood Watch for almost 300 households just South of Oxnard between Sepulveda and Kester, and north of Burbank. 
We are the Noble Estates Neighborhood Association.   
 
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail yard near our homes. I am certain 
that you would not want a rail yard near your homes! We vehemently oppose Option A and we ask that you do the same. 
 
We understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please do not destroy the quality of 
life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing businesses just north of us in our community.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Karen  
--  
Karen Perea Gannon 
Police Community Representative (PCR) 
Noble Estates Neighborhood Watch 
Noble Estates Neighborhood Association - get involved and help Noble Estates evolve! 
818-793-9760 
 
Join us on Nextdoor -  https://nextdoor.com/invite/7kv6hqb3a05w98dfgtjp 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Davis, Walter <DAVISWA@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 5:30 PM
To: Swift, Karen; Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - 

Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: FW: Emailing: 10 30 17 L Davis.pdf
Attachments: 10 30 17 L Davis.pdf

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Linda S. Dahlke [mailto:ldahlke@piercefirm.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:00 PM 
To: Davis, Walter 
Cc: Bradley D. Pierce 
Subject: Emailing: 10 30 17 L Davis.pdf 
 
Please see the attached. 
 
 
 
 
Linda S. Dahlke  
Paralegal 
PIERCE LAW FIRM 
A Professional Corporation 
1440 N. Harbor Blvd., Suite 900 
Fullerton, California 92835 
Telephone (714) 449‐3333 
Facsimile (714) 449‐3337 
Email:  LDahlke@piercefirm.com 
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.piercefirm.com&data=01%7C01%7CDavisWA%40Metro.net%
7C097b548d67a2411d03eb08d51fd92805%7Cab57129bdbfd4cacaa77fc74c40364af%7C0&sdata=031Awh9jckU9THspei
mzkuvlfmwiCQXbO93Aa27GtV4%3D&reserved=0 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e‐mail and any files attached may contain privileged and confidential information.  The 
information is also protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (18 USC §§ 2510‐2521).  If you are not the 
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  If 
you have received this transmission in error please destroy the original transmission and its attachments without 
reading or saving in any manner.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#110]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 11:42 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#110] 
 

Name *  Anna Plumley  

Address   
6600 Burnet Ave.  

Van Nuys, CA 91405  

United States  

Email Address *  arsuarez@hotmail.com  

Comment *  As a resident of Van Nuys, I strongly oppose Option A and the eviction 

and destruction of thriving independent businesses for a light rail 

maintenance facility. While I commend Metro's vision of providing more 

public transportation throughout the valley, I urge you to find another 

location for the facility that won't displace businesses and bring never-

ending construction to the area, in turn bringing property values down 

and driving much-needed revenue out of the city.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:57 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#109]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 11:41 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#109] 
 

Name *  Tim Plumley  

Address   
6600 Burnet Ave.  

Van Nuys, CA 91405  

United States  

Email Address *  timplumley@gmail.com  

Comment *  As a resident of Van Nuys, I strongly oppose Option A and the eviction 

and destruction of thriving independent businesses for a metro 

maintenance facility. While I commend Metro's vision of providing more 

public transportation throughout the valley, I urge you to find another 

location for the facility that won't displace businesses and bring never-

ending construction to the area, in turn bringing property values down 

and driving much-needed revenue out of the city.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:47 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#87]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:56 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#87] 
 

Name *  Tracey Ramos  

Address   
14950 Victory Blvd.  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  tracey.ramos@disney.com  

Comment *  Please don't go with Option A; my entire family lives in this area. This 

would break us all up.  
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September 20, 2017  

 

Mr. Walt Davis 
Metro Project Manager  
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority  
One Gateway Plaza  
MS 99-22-3  
Los Angeles, California 90012  
 

Subject:   Recommendations and Suggestions for the East San Fernando Valley Transit 
Corridor Draft Environmental Impact Report (“ESFVTC DEIR”) 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

Thank you and your colleagues for the information session at the Zev Yaroslavsky Family 
Support Center on Monday.  

This letter outlines the reasons for my support for the Median-Running BRT option, and 
my suggestions for such a project. 

Bearing in mind that the objective to reduce traffic congestion by getting more people to use 
rapid transit, I believe the focus should be on: 

• transit solutions that “work”  

• are less expensive to build and to operate 

• are available sooner rather than later 

• provide flexibility  

A.  Recommendation for Median-Running BRT:  

1. BRT works:  The success of the Orange Line demonstrates that BRTs can reduce 
traffic congestion by getting people to use transit instead of their cars.  

It makes sense to build something that people already like, do it less expensively, 
and offer it to them sooner.  

2. The value of “sooner rather than later”:  In addition to the value of reducing 
congestion sooner rather than later, the Median-Running BRT can more quickly 
build awareness and enthusiasm of transit as a sensible alternative to our cars.  
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Getting more people to use transit sooner will benefit residents of the East San 
Fernando Valley and the entire city. 

3. Proximity of potential customers:  Since we know the Orange Line works, the 
Median-Running BRT will reach potential customers who are aware of the value 
of the Orange Line, but do not use it because it doesn’t solve their transit needs.  

Offering the same type of service to people who are aware of the value of Orange 
Line transit increases the likelihood of use and achieving the objective.  

4. Emergency vehicle access:  Elimination of traffic lanes on the route will likely 
adversely affect emergency vehicle traffic. Permitting use of the median lanes for 
emergency vehicles could maintain, or even improve response times as 
population in the area grows. I suspect the rail options eliminate this important 
element of flexibility.  

B.  Suggestions: 

1. Connect Median-Running BRT with Orange Line:   

The Metro Orange Line Van Nuys Station is also a major transfer point. In 

planning this project, special consideration should be given to how this 

project intersects with the Metro Orange Line and how to best facilitate 

transfer to/from both services. (Page ES-23 of ESFVTC DEIR). 

The 4 options under consideration all terminate at the Van Nuys Orange Line 
station. This will create more passengers for the already crowded Orange Line 
buses, increase travel times, and make Metro less attractive to potential 
customers. So, while each proposal will relieve congestion in the corridor, they 
each exacerbate the current problem of crowded Orange Line buses. 

Merging the Transit Corridor and Orange Line could be accomplished with 
tunnels to create an underground interchange between the Transit Corridor and 
the Orange Line.  

This would: 

- Offer a better customer experience for riders of both services: 

o Transit Corridor riders could go from the Sylmar/San Fernando 
MetroLink station to the North Hollywood station on 1 bus 
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o Orange Line riders get more seats and more frequent service 

- Increase utilization of the uncongested Orange Line roadway  

2. Use Antelope Valley rail right-of-way for Median-Running BRT: 

On page 2-37 of the ESFVTC DEIR in the section titled “Alignment”, use of the 
Antelope Valley freight/commuter rail fight of way for the “LRT” alternative is 
discussed. 

I suggest that this real estate, if it is suitable for the LRT, would also most likely 
be suitable for the Median-Running BRT option. Use of this right-of-way would 
reduce the projected travel times of the Median-Running BRT without adversely 
impacting road traffic make his option even more attractive. 

3. Incorporate Transportation System Management (“TSM”):   

The ESFVTC DEIR treats TSM as an independent option from the other 
alternatives. 

I recommend that TSM solutions that have been used along the Orange Line or 
similar bus lines (in LA and elsewhere) be applied to the Median-Running BRT 
project.  

Enhancing the Median-Running BRT with TSM solutions will further improve 
service levels. 

Walt, thank you once again to you and your colleagues for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Rieth | bobrieth@gmail.com 

 

cc:  Councilmember David Ryu, CD4 

Karen Swift, Metro 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:38 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Train yard on Oxnard Street

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Phyllis R Rosenberg [mailto:prrstoy@roadrunner.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 11:58 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Train yard on Oxnard Street 
 
It is my understanding that through eminent domain you are planning on building a train yard just 
north of our residential neighborhood. Since we moved here in 1988 there have been numerous 
changes to the community.  The addition of the orange line, the fire station that is a work in progress 
and now this proposed train yard.  These items have diminished the value of our homes while the 
value of homes in surrounding communities has increased significantly. I respectfully request that you 
reconsider this plan.  Surely, there must be another area where the trains could be stored that is not 
adjacent to private homes. 
 
Sincerely,  
Phyllis Rosenberg  
 
 
 
Sent from my Galaxy Tab A 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:55 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley (eSFV) Transit Corridor

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Richard Roller [mailto:richroller@att.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 1:35 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Valley (eSFV) Transit Corridor 
 
I vote for light rail! 
 
Thanks 
Diane Rowland 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:46 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO TO OPTION A: Proposed East San Fernando Valley Train Yard at Kester and 

Oxnard

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Ruckman, David - Paramount [mailto:David_Ruckman@Paramount.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:12 AM 
To: Customer Relations; EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO TO OPTION A: Proposed East San Fernando Valley Train Yard at Kester and Oxnard 
 
I am writing to sound in on the proposed East San Fernando Valley Train Yard at Kester and Oxnard, I STRONGLY oppose 
option A and fully support option B.  I live just blocks away from the Option A proposed train yard location, and I have 
numerous serious concerns.  
 
My 15 year old son walks to and from Van Nuys High School to our neighborhood.  With local businesses on the streets 
between the school and our house, I don't have the fear for his safety that I would if a train yard took the place of the 
same businesses because there are always people around the area, walking, biking, etc.  But I would definitely fear for 
my son's (and that of all of the high school population) safety should a huge train yard take up this area. 
 
My second concern is that our property values will drop dramatically.  If our property values go down, it will greatly 
affect my family's financial well‐being, plus the noise from the yard will negatively impact my wife's at‐home voice over 
recording career, and we would likely be forced to move our family.   
 
Another concern is the fact that if you go with option A, then you will put an estimated 1000 workers out of a job when 
the city destroys the location of their livelihoods. 
 
From what I am told,  Panorama City WANTS this train yard, so please, OPTION B is a much better option in my 
opinion.  The residents of Vista Oaks do not want this in our neighborhood.  A big NO, NO NO to OPTION B. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
David J. Ruckman 
5725 Bevis Avenue 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 3:20 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: Fw: Metro - East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message
Attachments: Msg-20170926-151042-4.mp3

Here's a new message:  
 

Hi my name is Zachary Rynew.  My address is 11756 Otsego St., Valley Village, 91607.  I’m calling just to leave 
comment on the project. I support the Light Rail line option.  I also seek better first and last mile connections 
to this line, improve bike facilities, and also to keep in the bike lane so the (intelligible) can be accessible like 
many other stations.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

From: Phone Mail <maildelivery@voicenation.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 3:10 PM 
To: Jomel Rosel ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Subject: Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message  
  
Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH VoiceMail Message310428645509‐26‐2017 15:10:42 
VoiceNation, LLC 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#69]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:44 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#69] 
 

Name *  Diana Saikali  

Email Address *  dssaikali@gmail.com  

Comment *  I oppose option A and the train yard at Kester and Oxnard next to our 

homes 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:38 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#64]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 10:24 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#64] 
 

Name *  robert saikali  

Address   
5811 noble ave  

sherman oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  rnsaikali@gmail.com  

Comment *  I oppose option A and oppose establishing a train yard on Oxnard 

between Kester and Cedros. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 9:19 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East SFV Transit Corridor Project

This is the last one I am going to accept as it came in just after midnight. 
 
 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Vista Oaks Neighborhood Watch [mailto:vistaoaksnw@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 12:38 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Cc: councilmember.martinez@lacity.org; CD4.issues@lacity.org 
Subject: East SFV Transit Corridor Project 
 
I support public transportation for this corridor.  This area has high ridership and the demand will continue to increase 
in the years to come.  I would like to see this project as an underground subway,however.  It would be the most 
effective for the long term.  Please consider making this a subway along this corridor. 
 
I also want to OPPOSE the proposed "OPTION A" for the proposed rail yard.  A rail yard is NOT the best use for this 
area.  It's near many single family homes, near the valley's government center and near the most congested area all 
along this corridor.  According to the Valley Economic Alliance, there are 58 parcels that hold industrial buildings which 
are occupied by 1,500 employees and 186 businesses. If Metro decides to move ahead with the rail yard and 
redevelop these sites into a storage yard, these businesses would be evicted.  In addition, this area is KEY to our 
recruiting some new film industry businesses into our area, which will REDUCE traffic if we can recruit businesses to 
our area, then people will live closer to work and don't have to commute so far = less traffic congestion.  
 
I've heard that Panorama City supports the OPTION B for the rail yard and I'd like to encourage Metro to support 
OPTION B for the rail yard. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Kristin Sales 
 
--  
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
VISTA OAKS NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
Basic Car 9A41 
Reporting District 941 - East 
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2

Kristin Sales,  
NW Police Community Representative (PCR) 
323-449-1820 
 
Join us on NextDoor - a private social media site for 
neighborhoods:  https://nextdoor.com/invite/eabwuaesqjbtezgknevu 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Jomel Rosel - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 5:41 PM
To: Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: Fw: Metro - East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message
Attachments: Msg-20171026-171929-2.mp3

Here's a new one: 
 

Hi, my name is Sarah, and I live within the community that will be affected by Option A for the railyard.  I was 
just calling to let you guys know that I’m hoping you will absolutely say no to Option A.  There are many 
businesses that my husband and I frequent and has been to better within that zone who’d be greatly 
affected.  The businesses alone that live there and employ people there have there for 30, 40, 50 plus years 
and uprooting and moving a hundred plus businesses would not only hurt our community but it will also take 
away money from our community that’s helping to fund other businesses in the area. Please feel free to give 
me a call back.  My cell phone number is 310‐383‐1461. Myself and several other friends of ours live in the 
neighborhood feel very strongly about this.  You know, just please say no to Option A.  We would love to keep 
the flavor of Van Nuys so alive and well.  Again, and my name is Sarah.  Thank you.  Bye. 

 
 

From: Phone Mail <maildelivery@voicenation.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 5:19 PM 
To: Jomel Rosel ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates 
Subject: Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH Voicemail Message  
  
Metro ‐ East SFV Transit ENGLISH VoiceMail Message310383146110‐26‐2017 17:19:29 
VoiceNation, LLC 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:48 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Tracy Saritzky [mailto:tsaritzky@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:47 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Option A 
 
I am very much opposed to Option A. Why would you want to displace businesses, some of whom have been 
there for decades, from an area established for what are mostly small enterprises?  
 
We already have a fire station coming to an adjacent lot adding to noise and traffic, In addition, we have traffic 
from Auto Row on Van Nuys Blvd with people test driving cars (including accelerating and braking abruptly to 
test handling) on our residential streets; if you don't think that's already a concern I invite you to talk to people 
in the area. We are doing our share when it comes to accommodating the needs of the community. 
 
Please consider other alternatives. 
 
Tracy Saritzky  
14636 Martha St 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:50 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Stevie Blacke [mailto:stevieblk@mac.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:48 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
  
I am a resident of the Vista Oaks neighborhood.  
  
I write on behalf of many residents, who are quite upset to hear that you are even considering putting a rail yard 
near our homes.  I am certain that you would not want a rail yard near your homes!  We vehemently oppose 
Option A and we ask that you do the same.   
  
I understand that Panorama City is interested in Option B, and if this is the case, then all the better, but please 
do not destroy the quality of life in our neighborhood by using eminent domain to remove long-standing 
businesses in our community.   
 
It just makes more sense to put it in a community that WANTS option B, and NOT in the comminity that does 
NOT want option A 
 
Thank you 
Stephen G Schwartz 
Vista Del Monte Ave 
91411 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:47 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO on option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Sciuto, Ann [mailto:SciutoA@campbellhall.org]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:47 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO on option A 
 
I am opposed to the option A metro plan because of the needless impact on multiple small businesses and our residential 
neighborhood. There are better options. I am also appalled by the attempt to sneak it by public notice. This is NOT an 
appropriate location. 
Ann Sciuto 
5801 Bevis Ave.  
Sherman Oaks, CA 91411 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 5:19 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Litvak, Jody Feerst; Mieger, David; Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: Alternate Location for Service and Storage Yard
Attachments: Settling-Basins.png

Hi, Kathy, 
  
Here’s another suggestion from Mr. Scott. I will respond to him as well since he has copied former Metro Board Director 
Richard Katz. 
  
Thanks, 
Karen 
  

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
  

From: Robert L. Scott [mailto:robert.scott@mulhollandinstitute.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 4:50 PM 
To: Swift, Karen 
Cc: richard@katzmitchell.com 
Subject: Alternate Location for Service and Storage Yard 
  

 
23679 Calabasas Road #507  ●  Calabasas, CA 91302  ●  818‐712‐9500  Fax 818‐666‐7487  ●  info@MulhollandInstitute.org
  
Karen, 
  
I am attaching an image file that illustrates a possible type of alternate Location for a Service and Storage Yard, on top of 
the settling basins just off of the curve of Van Nuys Boulevard in Pacoima. I think the facility could be considered an 
asset to this underserved community—providing jobs and opportunities for local residents. 
  
Several of these basins might possibly be capped in such a way as to meet sanitation standards, but still provide the 
needed real estate. 
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Capping would reduce evaporation, meaning more settling of runoff and a greater charge for the aquifer below this part 
of the valley.  
  
This is just offered as one thought for consideration. 
  
Best, RLS 
  
Robert L. Scott 
Executive Director 
Mulholland Institute 
23679 Calabasas Rd. #507  ‐  Calabasas, CA 91302 
818‐712‐9500  Fax 818‐666‐7487  Robert.Scott@MulhollandInstitute.org 
  
Cc: Richard Katz 
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saszkenazy@pueblocontracting.com; martha@pueblocs.com; randy@randywittproductions.com 
Subject: Location of the Metro LRT or BRT Service and Storage Facilities ‐ East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor  
  

 
23679 Calabasas Road #507  ●  Calabasas, CA 91302  ●  818‐712‐9500  Fax 818‐666‐7487  ●  info@MulhollandInstitute.org
  
Karen, 
  
I am unable to attend the meeting but would like to submit the attached material for consideration. 
  

Conclusion 
The City of Los Angeles General Plan Framework highlights the need to provide not only  
adequate land for housing, commercial, recreational, cultural and public facility uses but  
also the importance of ensuring that the City has adequate land for businesses, the jobs  
they create and sustain, and the revenues they generate for the City’s General Fund. 
Sustaining those businesses that employ today’s residents is a critical part of a sound 
industrial land use and economic development policy for Los Angeles. Equally important 
is retaining land to attract and grow businesses so that they can continue to employ 
current and future residents. LAIL p.28 
  
Opinion 
It would not be in the best interest of local jobs-housing balance, or local industrial-zoned 
employers and businesses to locate Metro LRT or BRT service and storage 
areas in place of any of the well-established Van Nuys Industrial zone properties. See 
attached maps relative to the Orange Line busway and the Van Nuys Boulevard 
proposed route for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. 
  
Robert L. Scott 
Executive Director 
Mulholland Institute 
23679 Calabasas Rd. #507  ‐  Calabasas, CA 91302 
818‐712‐9500  Fax 818‐666‐7487  Robert.Scott@MulhollandInstitute.org 
  
Attached: Excerpts, Industrial Land Use Policy, Close‐up Van Nuys GIS Map, San Fernando Valley GIS Map 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:41 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#68]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 3:53 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#68] 
 

Name *  Kathryn Serviss  

Address   
5806 Bevis Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  katzen157@yahoo.com  

Comment *  I do not support option A. There are other sites more appropriate for 

this. This needs to be built further away from residential 

neighborhoods.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 8:56 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#108]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:54 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#108] 
 

Name *  Nadine Shelton  

Address   
5732 Vesper Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  nadineap@gmail.com  

Comment *  I have strong concerns about Option A East San Fernando Valley Transit 

plan. The business between Kester & Cedros and Oxnard are thriving 

and serve the surrounding community. We should not remove them to 

build a train depot. This would only leave this area desolate and without 

character.  

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-392

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC226

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC226-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:28 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#57]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 8:50 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#57] 
 

Name *  Kendra Silverstein  

Address   
5706 Noble Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  klkluge@aol.com  

Comment *  Do NOT want Option A 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:33 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: Comments on East SFV Transit Corridor from the perspective of a non-profit 

operating in City of San Fernando

Thelma – from a VICA attendee. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Audrey Simons [mailto:asimons@sfchealthcenter.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2017 12:28 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comments on East SFV Transit Corridor from the perspective of a non-profit operating in City of San Fernando 
 
Hello, at the VICA Business Forecast Forum at the Universal Hilton on October 20th, I was asked by an MTA 
representative to voice an opinion concerning the viability/preferences as to mode of transportation to be used for this 
project.  
 
I wanted to take the time to reach out to members of the community that we serve and also to the City of San 
Fernando.   
 
After conversations, San Fernando Community Health Center, a Federally Qualified Health Center in the City of San 
Fernando, would like to recommend the light rail solution for this transit project.  Particularly, if a station would be 
placed near Maclay Avenue, it would serve the population that we are mandated to serve, low‐income families and 
seniors, very well. 
 
Ease of access for the community and rapid, low cost transportation is key for our community members.  We also feel 
that the City of San Fernando, which is a very business‐friendly environment would be able to provide a well‐trained, 
motivated workforce, if opportunities for manufacturing could be sited within the city limits. 
 
As a health resource for the community, we are particularly concerned with access to services for our patient 
population.  A light rail system would be a huge advantage to the community we serve.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice an opinion, 
With regards, 
Audrey 
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Audrey L. Simons, RDH, MSHA 
Chief Executive Officer 
San Fernando Community Health Center 
732 Mott Street  
San Fernando, CA 91340 
818‐365‐5059 (Direct Line) 
818‐203‐8660 (Cell) 
asimons@sfchealthcenter.org 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 3:26 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Light Rail for eSFV!

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Amelia Soohoo [mailto:amelia.mah04@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 11:52 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Light Rail for eSFV! 
 
Rail!! 
 
SFV deserves a reliable, long term solution for ever growing congestion and infrastructure limitations.  
 
leeeh go! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:36 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#59]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 8:21 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#59] 
 

Name *  Bethany Stafford-Paul  

Address   
5711 Vista Del Monte Ave  

Sherman Oaks, Ca 91411  

Email Address *  bethanystafford@gmail.com  

Comment *  Our neighborhood and community is OPPOSED to Option A. This is a 

growing residential area with many small businesses that has been 

undergoing great growth in the last several years. Option A would bring 

a train maintenance and storage yard to our neighborhood depleting 

our property value and the hard earned progress this community has 

made. NO ON OPTION A! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Train Yard at Kester & Oxnard

This one has no name, just an email address. 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: (null) (null) [mailto:nstein2298@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 2:32 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Train Yard at Kester & Oxnard 
 
 
We live in the area and are against OPTION A and a train yard right next to our homes. Thank you. 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#80]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 11:20 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#80] 
 

Name *  Brad Stephenson  

Address   
14715 Aetna Street  

California Van Nuys  

United States  

Email Address *  basicsus@hotmail.com  

Comment *  I live and work in this tight-nit community and wouldn't have learned of 

Guardian Pool Fence and had them help me if we weren't so close. 

That's how this area of Van Nuys works, businesses and neighbors 

helping other neighbors and neighboring businesses when they need a 

specialty. There is NO M2 zoned property to rent in the area; I'll have to 

move my business and family out of Los Angeles 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:54 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#34]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 12:51 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#34] 
 

Name *  Michael Stevenson  

Address   
15455 San Fernando Mission Blvd. Suite 307 B  

Mission Hills, CA 91345  

United States  

Email Address *  drmsteve@aol.com  

Comment *  I believe light rail is always the best alternative both in terms of the 

amount of people it can carry now as well as its expansion into the 

future. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:00 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#38]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 10:29 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#38] 
 

Name *  James Stewart  

Address   
8352 Costello Ave.  

Panorama City, Ca 91402  

United States  

Email Address *  jhstew@earthlink.net  

Comment *  As ALL the alternatives require the removal of traffic lanes for cars _ 

THIS PROJECT SHOULD BE ABANDONED NOW.  

DO NOT REMOVE TRAFFIC LANES, ANYWHERE, EVER.  

There is NO project for which the removal of automobile lanes is 

justified. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:00 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#102]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:55 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#102] 
 

Name *  Michael Stone  

Address   
5642 Halbrent Ave  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  enotsfm@yahoo.com  

Comment *  I am opposed to the proposed train yard option A (Oxnard, kester, 

Calvert and Cedros). It is too close to residential areas so there for an 

inappropriate location. Thank you 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 3:55 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Emily Streetz [mailto:emily.streetz@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 01, 2017 3:04 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project 
 
Hello! 
 
I am a resident of Van Nuys, living at Van Nuys Blvd and Valerio. I have read the East San Fernando Valley 
Transit Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Impact Report and would like to say that I 
would greatly prefer Alternative 4 – LRT.  
 
I would also like to stress that we as a community and growing suburb of Los Angeles need a connection to 
Sherman Oaks and the future rail through the Sepulveda Pass to hopefully the Expo Line or any future rail line 
to Los Angeles.  
 
Thank you! 
 
--  
Emily Streetz 
Los Angeles Cell: 562.618.5842 
Lost In Space 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:28 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#56]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 5:19 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#56] 
 

Name *  Jeff Symonds  

Address   
5716 Willis Ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  JPSOnline@Roadrunner.com  

Comment *  I am opposed to the "Option A" location of the maintenance yard. This 

type of facility should be located in a more industrial area like Sunland 

or Sylmar where there are already scrap yards and recycling facilities.  

 

The proposed location of "Option A" is too close to Van Nuys City Hall 

and the Government center. 

 

"Option A" displaces too many business and negatively impacts adjacent 

neighborhoods. 
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Please do not consider "Option A" as a reasonable solution. 

 

Thank You. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: No on Option A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Rebecca Thomas [mailto:rebeccalynthomas@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:49 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: No on Option A 
 
We are residents of Van Nuys and are opposed to Option A  We do not want to displace all the businesses and 
hard woking people who will be effected by this poorly thought out choice. 
 
Lance and Rebecca Thomas 
6645 Columbus Ave 
Van Nuys Ca 91405  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#78]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:57 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#78] 
 

Name *  rebecca thomas  

Address   
6645 columbus ave  

van nuys, ca 91405  

United States  

Email Address *  rebeccalynthomas@sbcglobal.net  

Comment *  We strongly oppose the Option A to build a train yard in the Van Nuys 

area. We are long time residents and are trying to increase the quality of 

life in our neighborhood not bring it down. Do not displace hard 

working business and effect the livelihood of 1500 employees 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 1:52 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Comment

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Roger Thomas [mailto:troger273@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 9:54 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Comment 
 
Hello Eastsfvtransit team, 
 
I have the following questions, comments, and concerns.  
 
Preferred Alternative/Comments: 
After reviewing the entire Draft EIR, I believe that Alternative Four (4) Light Rail with three (3) subterranean 

rail stations is the best option for the San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor. 
 
The following are my reasons for LRT: The system will carry the most passengers per train; light rail is the 
most efficient mode of transportation; transit dependent riders deserve to have a rail system in the valley that 
can transport them faster.  
 
Constructing three (3) subterranean stations would alleviate traffic along Van Nuys on Keswick Street and 
Saticoy Street. These intersections are constantly congested in the AM time because many commuters travel 
westbound on these two streets. The congestions also delays Metro Line 233, Line 744, and Line 788. 
None of these westbound streets have  "right-turn lanes." 
 
Comments/Questions:  

1. The EIR should clearly list the stations or stops for each alternative. Only one option lists the rail 
stations. 

2. Re-Environemental mitigations: Pedestrian safety enhancements for schools should be required not 
suggested. Please recall the issues that the East LA Gold Line Extension had when they opened. 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-720

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC244

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC244-1

19312
Text Box
PC244-2

19312
Text Box
PC244-3



2

3. Business owners along Van Nuys have concerns about removing on-street parking in front of their 
commercial businesses. A majority of commercial properties have alleys with parking for pedestrians. 
Some, not all properties may have conditional use permits (CUPs) which requires them to use the alley 
for deliveries. Underutilize on-street parking along Van Nuys will not have significant impact. 
Furthermore, Van Nuys has a Community Design Overlay (CDO) District and Business Improvement 
District which has standards and guidelines for commercial properties. Most commercial properties 
north of Victory Blvd fail are within the Van Nuys CDO, but fail to comply with the CDO's guidelines. 
These properties have a parking lot in the back and do not have inviting frontages for pedestrians, ergo 
there is no need to park in front of a business that does not permit pedestrians to enter from Van Nuys 
Blvd. Please note the high vacancy rate north of Victory. 

4. If Metro's Board chooses BRT, police or traffic enforcement needs to be identified from the inception--
note the Wilshire BRT issues with motorists. 

5. The Metro long-range team reviewing KOA's and other consultant's EIR should review the Van Nuys-
Sherman Oaks Community Plan and the Van Guys CDO, and consult with Los Angeles City Planning 
Planners to ensure Land Use objectives/goals are not adversely impacted. The project should be 
consistent with the LA's General Plan, Community Plan, and Van Nuys CDO. 

6. Cultural landscape- The palm trees although potentially a cultural landscape monument, does not qualify 
for State or Federal historical designation. The City of LA has NOT designated the palm trees as a 
cultural landscape monument (they are potential landscape monuments) and they are not protected trees 
under Los Angeles's Tree Ordinance. The problem is that these palms trees do not offer shade and makes 
riding the bus less comfortable and less appealing during inclement hot summers. If  the City of LA and 
Metro want to improve bus amenities, then these trees need to be removed. The tree replacement 
mitigation measure Metro proposes is appropriate. 

7. In the Draft EIR, the consultant and Metro mentioned that ridership is high on this corridor. What are the 
current bus ridership numbers? Bus ridership has been decreasing in the last two years including this 
corridor. Do your estimates account for that? If so, how? Please disclose ridership numbers since transit 
ridership numbers are often inflated. 

8. During construction, how will Metro Line 233, 744, 788 be affected or rerouted? What is your 
mitigation measure for bus stops and bus lines? 

OTHER COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 

1. Any excess land should be used for TOC as Metro's Joint Development Policy outlines.  
2. How will Metro connect Metrolink's Van Nuys Station to the light rail or BRT proposal? 
3. The City of Los Angeles is updating their Valley Community Plans. Why not reach out to LA City 

Planners to determine how to improve the future transit corridor? 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:37 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: NO ON OPTION A

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Jerry Tillett [mailto:jerrytillett@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 9:09 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: NO ON OPTION A 
 
USE VNB at Raymer St. INSTEAD. SAVE 180+ BUSINESSES. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:58 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment [#19]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, September 24, 2017 1:42 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment [#19] 
 

Name *  Michael Tocydlowski  

Address   
16723 Victory Blvd 4  

Van Nuys, CA 91406  

Email 

Address 

*  

michaeltocy@gmail.com  

Comment *  

We moved to Van Nuys/Lake Balboa from NYC last July. The rapid bus line provides a great opportunity to connect 

many of the SFV residents to other areas/connections to Metro within the Valley. However, a rapid transit line 

(subway/tram car, etc.) would provide more economic impact for new businesses to grow and flourish within this 

corridor. Also, a connection to the Red Line is imperative if you want SFV residents to start using public trans more 

frequently. If I have a rapid transit line that connected to the Red Line to get to Hollywood/DTLA, I would definitely be 

inclined to use that vs driving.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:24 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#50]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 1:27 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#50] 
 

Name *  Brian Trifon  

Address   
4022 Brunswick Ave.  

Los Angeles, CA 90039  

United States  

Email Address *  brian@trifonic.com  

Comment *  I strongly oppose option A of the East San Fernando Transit Project 

 

Option A will potentially eliminate 200 hundred businesses and 1000 

jobs in this highly productive and improving business community. 

 

I strongly recommend adopting Option B that will be a win win for the 

MTA and Valley Transportation. Option B is Panorama City and it's 

businesses and Neighborhood Council want the maintenance facility, 

the jobs it will bring and the improvement to it's economy. 

 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-727

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC250

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC250-1



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-728

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC251

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC251-1



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-729

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC252

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC252-2

19312
Text Box
PC252-1

19312
Text Box
PC252-3



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-730

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC252-3 cont.

19312
Text Box
PC252-4

19312
Text Box
PC252-5



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-731

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC253

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC253-1



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-732

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC254

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC254-1



Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-733

Thelma
Highlight

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC255

19312
Line

19312
Text Box
PC255-1



1

Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:40 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#67]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 3:42 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#67] 
 

Name *  Nancy Valentine  

Address   
15337 Archwood St.  

Van Nuys, CA 91406  

Email 

Address 

*  

ncjvalentine@aol.com  

Comment *  

I have lived in Van Nuys since 1953 (with the exception of the 5 years I spent in Washington DC). I am also a very active 

voter. I am against Option A for the transit corridor. I feel Option B or D is much better. There is no reason to disrupt 

186 businesses, that will most likely put 1,500 people out of work. In Option A, those businesses would be paid 

through eminent domain. Will that money only go to the owner of the building? Will the businesses be paid to relocate if 

they don't own the building? Will they be paid for down time, and the expense of moving? What about all the printing 

costs for new stationery, business cards etc.? It looks like the city does not care about the people it is supposed to 
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serve. We are not voting for this and WILL REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENS COME THE NEXT ELECTION. NO ON OPTION A. YES 

FOR OPTION D OR B. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 8:52 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#32]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2017 11:48 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#32] 
 

Name *  Denise Vandermeer  

Email Address *  somulk@aol.com  

Comment *  As a member of the Sierra Club I support the lite rail option.  

Thank you. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#63]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:52 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#63] 
 

Name *  LINDA VARIEL  

Address   
VESPER AVENUE  

SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91411  

United States  

Email Address *  variel4@yahoo.com  

Comment *  Please do not destroy our neighborhood by placing a rail yard adjacent 

to it. The social, financial and community impact would be horrendous. 

Please choose a location causing the least amount of harm. If not, there 

will be a political price to pay. Our community is well organized and 

committed to fighting this plan tooth and nail. Besides, this plan makes 

absolutely no sense. In the long term, it causes too much harm to be 

beneficial to either Van Nuys or Sherman Oaks. 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Davis, Walter <DAVISWA@metro.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2017 11:08 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley Transit  Corridor Project 
Attachments: Metro Mural .JPG

Just wanted to make sure you received this comment 
 

From: Annie Vatov [mailto:annie@showcasecabinets.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 7:36 PM 
To: Davis, Walter 
Subject: Re: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project  
 
Dear Mr. Davis, 
 
 
 
As you know the Metro is planning on building a Light Rail Line down the middle of Van Nuys Blvd from Oxnard to the 
north end of the valley.  In order to do this it requires a Maintenance and Storage yard.  Option A targets our area: 
Oxnard, Aetna, Bessemer, Calvert from Vesper to Kester with some exceptions to use for the location of this yard. 
This  will disrupt at the least , and in some cases destroy businesses that were built from scratch with tremendous 
sacrifice and have been here for many years.  There are better alternatives Metro should consider and act upon. 
 

We would like to ask you to oppose Option A, because it calls for the taking of a viable industrial area, which is 
historically tied to Van Nuy’s  history and  
has been an important job creator and location for innovators in the SFV business community for at least 75 
years.  
We are organizing grassroots style and have met with Council member Martinez’s staff and plan to take our 
case to the MTA board on October 26, 2017.  
We are asking you to write a letter against Option A by October 30 (deadline on the DEIR) or take a 
position against it, during the next month or so, as the MTA deliberates.  
I hope we can count on your support. We are ready to brief you and your staff at your earliest convenience.  
 
 
Below are articles and an online petition  from the business owners, tenants , employees ,clients and families impacted 
by this possible decision. 
 
https://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/586/473/562/ 
 
http://www.sfvbj.com/news/2017/sep/27/metro‐hear‐businesses‐it‐may‐uproot/ 
 
http://www.dailynews.com/2017/09/28/la‐metro‐has‐big‐plans‐for‐the‐san‐fernando‐valley‐but‐some‐businesses‐
arent‐sold/ 
 
http://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/10/valley‐business‐owners‐at‐risk‐of‐displacement‐over‐metro‐project‐wont‐
want‐to‐miss‐tonights‐meeting/ 
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http://www.sfvbj.com/news/2017/oct/19/van‐nuys‐council‐supports‐alternate‐rail‐yard‐loca/ 
 
http://www.dailynews.com/2017/10/11/valley‐business‐owners‐in‐limbo‐as‐dwp‐takes‐vacant‐site‐off‐table‐for‐major‐
metro‐project/ 
 
http://www.sfvbj.com/news/2017/oct/12/mulholland‐institute‐exec‐director‐opposes‐metro‐r/ 
 
https://www.telemundo52.com/noticias/local/Comerciantes‐descontentos‐con‐nuevo‐proyecto‐de‐Metro‐
450420993.html 
 
http://www.sfvbj.com/news/2017/oct/16/memo‐metro‐may‐we‐survive/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Annie Vatov 
  
Showcase Cabinets 
E  annie@showcasecabinets.com 
P  818.781.7337 
F  818.782.9023 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:25 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Rapose, Yvette; Litvak, Jody Feerst; Ranu, Manjeet; Mieger, David; Davis, Walter; 

Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: VICA Public Comment - ESFVTC 
Attachments: VICA - East SFV Transit Corridor Public Comment Letter.pdf

Here’s VICA’s official letter. 
  

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
  

From: David Gonzalez [mailto:david@vica.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:15 PM 
To: Swift, Karen 
Subject: VICA Public Comment - ESFVTC  
  
Hi Karen,  
 
Attached is VICA’s comment on the Draft EIS/R. Should I send/submit it elsewhere or this is good for it to be included in 
the public record? 
  
Thank you, 
  
David M. González 
Legislative Affairs Manager 
Valley Industry & Commerce Association (VICA) 
16600 Sherman Way, Suite 170 
Van Nuys, Ca. 91406  
(818) 817-0545 
david@vica.com 
www.vica.com 

 
  
Stay connected to VICA 

Eastern San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project FEIS/FEIR

Page A1-745

19312
Text Box
Comment Letter PC264



 
October 24, 2017 
 
Mr. Walter Davis 
Project Manager, East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
1 Gateway Plaza, MS 99-22-3 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Report & Statement  
 
Dear Mr. Davis, 

The Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA) strongly supports the East San Fernando Valley 
Transit Corridor project being built as at-grade light rail transit (LRT) with 14 stations, while preserving local 
bus service and mitigating parking impacts on Van Nuys Boulevard. 

The San Fernando Valley suffers from subpar transit options to relieve our worsening congestion. Current bus 
lines along this corridor are the most heavily used in the Valley after the Orange Line and among the top ten in 
the county. The at-grade LRT with 14 stations option has the highest ridership capacity among the alternatives, 
and provides the best connectivity time to the Orange Line and future Sepulveda Transit Corridor project. 
Furthermore, LRT has the highest level of community support, based on public comments and input during the 
Alternative Analysis public outreach process. 

The historically underserved communities along this corridor deserve the community development associated 
with Metro rail lines. As demonstrated by the Metro Gold Line and expected along the Expo and Crenshaw 
lines, LRT infrastructure improvements attract private investment in commercial centers and transit-oriented 
housing. In comparison, the bus rapid transit systems provide only minimal investment in community 
improvements and do not attract significant private investment or state and federal funding. 

VICA proudly worked with Metro’s leadership and staff, San Fernando Valley elected officials, community-
based organizations, businesses, and residents to rally strong support for Measure M and ensure its passage. 
We look forward to standing with Metro to fulfill the promises of Measure M and achieve the economic benefits 
of $860 million a year and 465,690 new jobs across the region, as well as building the projects in the Mobility 
Matrices quickly and efficiently.  

 

CC: Phillip A. Washington, CEO 
 The Honorable Members, Board of Directors 

  

Sincerely,   

  

 

Kevin Tamaki Stuart Waldman  
VICA Chair VICA President  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:46 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Proposed Train Yard

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
From: Jason Walley [mailto:jwalley97@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 9:05 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Proposed Train Yard 
 
Hello, 
 
I am a home owner and resident at 5827 Natick Ave 91411 and I would like to add my comment that 
"option A" is not something I think would be good for my neighborhood. I understand that "option B" 
is actually welcomed by a majority of the neighbors it may impact. So, that seems like a "no-
brainer"...though I know that is not the only consideration. 
 
I respectfully request that Option B stand as the most viable solution to needed train yard. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jason Walley 
5827 Natick Ave 
91411 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:02 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Alternative 4 (at-grade LRT)

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 

From: Tony Waree [mailto:tonywaree@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 10:08 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Alternative 4 (at-grade LRT) 

As a daily Metro commuter whose commute consists one of a few of the bus routes on Van Nuys Boulevard within the 
project study area, I fully support the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor (ESFVTC) Alternative 4 14-station at-
grade light rail transit (LRT) option so that it can be built as soon as possible with the available Measure M funds. With 
that option, I would like to see a maintenance & service facility (MSF) option C (Panorama City at Arminta) selected, or 
option B (Panorama City at Keswick). I am supportive of Alternative 4 at-grade option as presented, however, with the 
possible grade separation of the Orange Line at Van Nuys Boulevard possibly happening in the next decade, I would like 
the planners for the ESFVTC to look into placing the Orange Line ESFVTC station under the bridge, bisecting it to shorten 
the connection between the two lines. I support the ESFVTC LRT option as a potential first phase of the Sepulveda Pass 
LRT project. Van Nuys Boulevard needs to be the light rail north-south backbone of the Metro Rail system as no other 
Metro rapid transit lines parallel it, so it will be the primary route to traverse the San Fernando Valley north to south and 
vice versa. 

However, if the ESFVTC project leans towards BRT, I would like to see nothing less than Alternative 2 median-running 
bus rapid transit (BRT). Because BRT construction should be less complex, I'd like to see groundbreaking for that option 
one to two years before 2021. The fleet needs to be battery electric to comply with Metro's commitment made in July 2017 
to go with all-battery electric buses by 2030, with the Orange Line already going electric in 2020. The ESFVTC Alternative 
2 needs to use the same New Flyer Xcelsior XE60 battery electric bus that will go on the Orange Line, with in-route 
chargers at Sylmar/San Fernando Metrolink, Van Nuys Metrolink, and Van Nuys Orange Line stations. 

In both cases where median-running rapid transit will mean a loss of left turn lanes and automobile travel lanes, the need 
for high capacity median-running rapid transit is a more pressing need for the transit-dependent residents that live along 
the Van Nuys Boulevard corridor. The route will connect the San Fernando City Civic Center & Van Nuys Civic Centers 
together with connections to the Metrolink Antelope Valley Line, Metrolink Ventura County Line, and Metro Orange Line 
(and in the future to the Metro Purple Line via the Sepulveda Pass Transit Corridor), and link all the Metro and municipal 
buses together. This project will connect many residents to businesses, provide access to community service like the Zev 
Yaroslavsky Family Support Center. 

Thank you! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Train project

 
 
Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area Local Government and External 
Affairs 
213.922.1348 W 
213.792.6897 C 
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Patricia [mailto:patsywebb@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:40 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Train project 
 
I live at 5904 Mammoth Ave less than one block from Oxnard. I do NOT want the train project in my back yard. It will 
devalue mine and all my neighbors home value and turn it into a horrible wasteland. 
 
I use many of the businesses located there and those people, about 1500, would lose their businesses. 
 
I thoroughly object and know you have been given other areas where you can put the light transit project. 
 
Please do not do this to our neighborhood. 
 
Thank you, 
P. Birgitta Webb 5904 Mammoth Ave, Van Nuys 91401 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:27 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#55]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 5:14 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#55] 
 

Name *  P. Birgitta Webb  

Address   
5904 Mammoth Avenue  

Van Nuys , California 91401  

United States  

Email Address *  patsywebb@aol.com  

Comment *  I do NOT want this built. It will de value our homes and DO nothing 

positive for those of us living anywhere near this. We need more 

affordable housing, not an eyesore.  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:45 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#82]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 8:18 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#82] 
 

Name *  Scott Webb  

Address   
6626 Burnet Ave  

Van Nuys, CA 91405  

United States  

Email Address *  swebb1964@gmail.com  

Comment *  Hello, 

 

I am writing regarding "Option A". I live near and frequent the many 

businesses that would be affected by this proposal. Why uproot local 

business if alternate sites are available? I am strongly against pushing 

people out for a compound that does nothing to improve the 

community. 

 

Thank you, 

Scott  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#72]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:59 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#72] 
 

Name *  Kevin Wegienek  

Email Address *  weg934@yahoo.com  

Comment *  I am highly against having this project in my back yard. Panaroma City 

wants it so let them have it!!! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#71]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:57 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#71] 
 

Name *  Nis wegienek  

Email Address *  nissa8@yahoo.com  

Comment *  Do not destroy 186 businesses employing 1500 workers and leave a 

gaping zone in the middle of our neighborhood! Not to mention 

negatively affecting our property values and quality of life!!! Put it in 

Panorama City where they want it and their neighborhood council 

supports it. We do not want it here!!! 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 3:36 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Cc: Davis, Walter; Gonzalez, Ivan D.
Subject: FW: options for maintenance and storage facility (MSF) areas

Here are some new comments I have not heard before re B and C. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Stephen Weinstein [mailto:stephenweinstein@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 9:52 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: options for maintenance and storage facility (MSF) areas 
 
I have one concern regarding maintenance and storage facility (MSF) area Option B (near Van Nuys and 
Keswick).  During the morning peak travel times ("rush hour"), the line of vehicles heading south on Van Nuys Blvd that 
are waiting for the traffic light at Saticoy Street to turn green backs up and blocks the pedestrian crosswalk at 
Keswick.  This is a particularly critical pedestrian crosswalk to keep clear of vehicles, because transit riders who transfer 
between Metro and either Metrolink or Amtrak trains use this crosswalk.  If the maintenance and storage facility (MSF) 
area worsened the problem of vehicles blocking this crosswalk to the point that transit riders could not transfer safely and 
had to commute by car, it would largely defeat the point of the entire project.  Therefore, if this option is selected, it would 
be necessary to take some steps to address the problem of vehicles blocking the pedestrian crosswalk.  One option would 
be to synchronize the traffic lights in such a way as to ensure that vehicles heading south on Van Nuys Blvd move forward 
before pedestrians cross at Keswick.  A better option would be to extend the railroad station platform farther west, over 
Van Nuys Bvld, and to the sidewalk on the west side of Van Nuys Blvd, so that rail passengers would not need to use the 
crosswalk.  (Any modifications to the railroad platform configuration would need to be coordinated with Metrolink's plan to 
add a second platform.) 

 

I have a different concern with Option C (near Van Nuys and Arminta Street).  This is where emergency vehicles based at 
the Los Angeles Fire Department facility on Arminta Street turn onto Van Nuys Blvd.  If this option is selected, it would be 
critical to make sure that the project did not interfere with emergency vehicles. 

 
Location Option A  (near Van Nuys Boulevard and Metro Orange Line) offers the advantage that it could also be used for 
Orange line buses. 
  
Stephen Weinstein 
stephenweinstein@yahoo.com  
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From: Metro <eastsfvtransit@metro.net> 
To: stephenweinstein@yahoo.com  
Sent: Monday, October 9, 2017 1:41 PM 
Subject: Reminder: Join us Oct. 10th for an Information Session 
 

 

 

 

Join us on October 10th for an Information Session 
about the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
Project. 

 

 
  

  

 

En español 
 
Metro is hosting an information session for property owners and businesses who 
have been notified the property they own and/or lease is under consideration by the 
Federal Transit Administration and Metro for possible acquisition if rail is selected by 
the Metro Board of Directors as the locally preferred alternative for the Project.  

 

 
 

  

 

Meeting Details 
 

 

Date: Tuesday, October 10, 2017 
Time: 5 ‐ 8:30 PM 
Location: Van Nuys State Building Auditorium 
 6150 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, CA 91401 
 (Free parking at the Metro Orange Line Van Nuys Station) 
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Meeting Purpose: Metro staff from Transit Corridors Planning, Real Estate, and 
Community Relations will be on hand at this informal meeting to discuss and respond 
to questions about the three maintenance and storage facility (MSF) areas being 
evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report. The MSF would 
require 25‐30 acres and would be located near one of the following intersections: 
 
> Option A ‐ near Van Nuys Boulevard and Metro Orange Line 
> Option B ‐ near Van Nuys and Keswick 
> Option C ‐ near Van Nuys and Arminta Street 
 

The public comment period has been extended to October 30, 2017.  
 

 

More details about the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Project can be 
found at www.metro.net/eastsfvtransit. 

 

 

Ways to Comment 
 

 
 

 

 
Mr. Walt Davis, Project Manager 
Metro 
One Gateway Plaza, MS 99‐22‐3 
Los Angeles, CA 90012   

  

 

 
818.276.3233   

 

 
eastsfvtransit@metro.net 

  

 

 

 
metro.net/eastsfvtransit 

 

  

 

 

 

All Metro meetings are held in ADA accessible facilities. Spanish translation provided. Other ADA 
accommodations and translations available by calling 818.276.3233 at least 72 hours in advance. 
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Stay Connected 
 

 
 

  

 

 
@metrolosangeles   

 

 
losangelesmetro 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

Metro | One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012  

Unsubscribe stephenweinstein@yahoo.com 

Update Profile | About our service provider 

Sent by eastsfvtransit@metro.net  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 2:59 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#100]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 1:38 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#100] 
 

Name *  Gregory Wilkinson  

Email Address *  gregory.wilkinson.pcnc@gmail.com  

Comment *  To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I already submitted our formal resolution but I wish to also again 

express the Panorama City Neighborhood Council's strong level of 

support for the 14 car light rail option with a maintenance facility 

located as proposed in Option B. This is a huge decision and the results 

of your decision will last for decades. We want effective light rail! 

 

If you have any questions please contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gregory Wilkinson 

Chair, Panorama City Neighborhood Council 
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818-268-0718 

Gregory.Wilkinson.PCNC@gmail.com  
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8133 Hazeltine Avenue  

Panorama City, CA 91402  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

tonyw.civic@gmail.com  

Comment *  

Comment on Draft EIS/EIR for East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 

2017-10-28 

 

It seems particularly perverse that, for MSF Options B and C, Metro plans a complete taking of the Van Nuys Metrolink 

Station. As background, the EIS/EIR notes in several places the Metrolink and Amtrack passenger service which uses this 

station. Yet I cannot see how the impact of the loss of this regional and interstate passenger service to Van Nuys is 

proposed to be mitigated. One would think that the interconnection between the ESFVTC and the regional and interstate 

rail service at the Van Nuys station would be a significant benefit from this transit project.  

 

The new Option 4 LRT line will be underground as it crosses the railroad tracks in Panorama City. According to the Real 

Estate and Acquisitions plans in Appendix I, Metro will acquire a sub-surface easement under the working Union Pacific 

rail yard South of the old General Motors plant site for the purposes of storing and servicing rail cars for both MSF 

Option B and MSF Option C. The only difference in those options is whether the above-ground facilities will be located 

South or North of the rail line, respectively, West of Van Nuys Boulevard.  

 

Exactly what use requires the taking of the Van Nuys Metrolink Station that could not be accomplished equally well by 

the taking of land at any of the other three corners of the intersection of Van Nuys Boulevard and the Union Pacific rail 

line?  

 

Access to an underground station could be provided equally well by taking the parking lot to the North of the railroad 

tracks, directly opposite to the Metrolink station.  

 

If the intended use of the Metrolink station is for a power station or ventilating equipment above the underground rail 

yard, that use could be accomplished equally well by taking part of the LADWP transformer storage lot, the LADWP 

vacant lot intended for a future office building, or the old Schlitz Brewery lot to the East that is now being used for auto 

dismantling. All are adjacent to the planned underground storage yard easement.  
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The Panorama City Neighborhood Council has supported a LRT Maintenance and Storage Facility in its community since 

the EIS/EIR scoping meetings. It recently reaffirmed that support in a resolution supporting Option 4 Light Rail Transit, 

which is being submitted as a comment on the draft EIS/EIR. I am confident that the community will feel strongly that 

the loss of their regional and interstate rail passenger station is an unacceptable and unnecessary trade-off for 

supporting a local MSF.  

 

Tony Wilkinson 

tonyw.civic@gmail.com 

(submitted as an individual) 

For identification only: 

Chair, Land Use Committee 

Panorama City Neighborhood Council 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:30 PM
To: Swift, Karen; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates
Subject: RE: option a

We will read carefully to omit duplicates. 
 

From: Swift, Karen [mailto:SwiftK@metro.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:27 PM 
To: Katherine Padilla ‐ Katherine Padilla & Associates <kpadilla@katherinepadilla.com>; Thelma Herrera ‐ Katherine 
Padilla & Associates <therrera@katherinepadilla.com> 
Subject: FW: option a 

 
I think some of the comments from the weekend may be duplicates. 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: Bernard Wisniewski [mailto:bernardwisniewski@att.net]  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2017 4:00 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: option a 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing this letter to express my vehement opposition to Option A. 
 
Option A would destroy more than 150 small businesses in Van Nuys.  Additionally, it would wipe out a potentially walkable area 
adjacent to downtown Van Nuys, dealing a death blow to any potential revitalization of an area that is in desperate need of 
it.  Property values of the hard working milddle class families in the area, which have recently begun to climb foreshadowing a 
potential revitalization, would plummet.  
 
As a homeowner in the area, tax payer, and Metro customer, I urge you to explore other options for the light rail yard proposed under 
Option A.  Surely there is a better plan than destroying small business owners, families' dreams, and any chance for urban renewal in 
Van Nuys.   
 
Sincerely,  
Bernard Wisniewski  
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 11:36 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment [#20]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 7:58 AM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment [#20] 
 

Name *  Jerard Wright  

Address   
3695 Linden Avenue Unit 11A  

Long BEach, CA 90807  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

wrightconcept@gmail.com  

Comment *  

Support Alternative 2 and 4 to provide the ability to seamlessly connect with the Orange Line (either as current BRT or 

when converted to LRT) and the Sepulveda Pass Corridor.  

 

With Alternative 4, consideration should be made to make the platforms longer from 3 to 4 cars in length given the 

higher capacity need of connecting with the Sepulveda Pass and provide an eventual corridor that will stretch from NE 

SFValley, Sherman Oaks, Westwood, West LA, Culver City, Westchester, LAX, and then the South Bay using the Green 
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Line corridor. 

 

An additional consideration should be made to look at both Alternatives 2 and 4 with an extension to serve 

Newhall/Santa Clarita as this is one of the fastest growing populations in the LA County region without frequent and 

adequate service. The current Metrolink service is limited due to the old 1875 single track rail tunnel 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:42 PM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#70]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 4:51 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#70] 
 

Name *  Jennifer Wydra  

Address   
5725 Bevis Ave.  

Sherman Oaks, CA 91411  

United States  

Email 

Address 

*  

jlwydra@aol.com  

Comment *  

I STRONGLY oppose option A and fully support option B. I live just blocks away from the proposed train yard, and I have 

numerous concerns. The first is my child's safety. My 15 year old son walks to and from Van Nuys High School to our 

neighborhood. With local businesses on the streets between the school and our house, I don't have the fear for his 

safety that I would if a trainyard took the place of the same businesses because there are always people around the 

area, walking, biking, etc. But I would definitely fear for my son's (and that of all of the high school population) safety 

should a huge trainyard take up this space. 
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My second concern is for my own business. I have a voiceover studio in my home and make my living producing and 

voicing projects. I worry that the sounds emitting from a train maintenance yard would completely affect the audio level 

of our neighborhood (in much the same way living near the Van Nuys Airport does). I would have to consider moving in 

order to continue my business in the manner that I do now.  

Another concern is that we frequent the businesses that are currently part of our neighborhood and we support them--

please do not take away nearly 1000 workers (estimate)' place of work for option A. 

 

From what I am told, Panorama City WANTS this trainyard, so please, OPTION B is the correct option.  

Thanks for your time and consideration,  

Jennifer Wydra 

JLWydra@aol.com 
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Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & Associates

From: Swift, Karen <SwiftK@metro.net>
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 9:03 AM
To: Katherine Padilla - Katherine Padilla & Associates; Thelma Herrera - Katherine Padilla & 

Associates
Subject: FW: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#41]

 
 

Karen Swift 
LA Metro 
Community Relations Manager, San Fernando Valley and Las Virgenes‐Malibu Area 
Local Government and External Affairs 
213.922.1348 W  
213.792.6897 C  
metro.net  |  facebook.com/losangelesmetro |  @metrolosangeles 
Metro provides excellence in service and support. 
 

From: LACMTA [mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2017 7:07 PM 
To: EastSFVTransit 
Subject: Comment-East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor [#41] 
 

Name *  Anthony Zepeda  

Address   
3826 N Poppyseed Lane APT C  

Calabasas, CA 91302  

United States  

Email Address *  aazepeda@gmail.com  

Comment *  To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I support the light rail option for the East San Fernando Valley Transit 

Corridor. 

 

Thank You. 
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