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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by

C ALI FDRN! A applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being or have

= 3 been carried out by the State of California pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and
Hﬂh'w Rail "Wﬂ"ﬂ"'f a Memorandum of Understanding dated July 23, 2019, and executed by
the Federal Railroad Administration and the State of California.
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APPENDIX 3.14-A: NRCS FORMS

The data on Important Farmland provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) in Part IV of the NRCS forms below is from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
NRCS Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO). NRCS farmland classifications identify
farmland as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Farmland of Local Importance,
or Unique Farmland by grouping soils primarily on the basis of their ability to produce common
cultivated crops and pasture plants. This dataset classifies Important Farmland based on soil
type/quality.

The data on Important Farmland, including the affected environment, impacts, and mitigation,
presented in this appendix is from the State of California Department of Conservation (DOC)
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), which produces maps and statistical data
used for analyzing impacts on California’s agricultural resources. While FMMP data is derived
from SSURGO, land categorized as Important Farmland in FMMP data is further refined to
address irrigation and use of farmland using the following methodology:

¢ Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance—Land must have been used for
irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.

¢ Unique Farmland—Land must have been cropped at some time during the four years prior
to the mapping date.

e Farmland of Local Importance—The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no
Farmland of Local Importance for Kern County. In Los Angeles County, producing farmland
that would meet the standard criteria for Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide
Importance but that is not irrigated qualifies as Farmland of Local Importance.

California High-Speed Rail Authority January 2020
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Appendix 3.14-A

U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

NRCS-CPA-108

{Ray 187

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency) 3. Date af Land Evalustion Request

I
l heat 1 of 1

T Hame of Propd SR Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section ¥ el

Federal Rallroad Administration

2 Type of Preiect o Speed Rail

& County and State  Karn County, California

1. Date A Recowed by NRGS | 2 Completing Furm
PRRER [Rrbn cmple oy MOCR) 11712017 o SWBavie
Eedasial® 4 Acres ¥rgated r....p,ums“
3. Doss tha cerndor contam prime, unigue or local VE3 No D 725556 202

(ITno, the FPPA doss net apply - Do net complate addtonal pars of s e

3 Mujor Crop(s) 6§ Farmabie Land n Government Junsdicbon 7. Amount of Famvand As DEANEE in FPPA
Grapes, almonds, citrus Acres: 899,395 w 17.2 acres- 2120267 w 40
8 Nome Of Land Evalustion System Used 8. Name of Local Ste Assessment Sywtem 10 Dute Land Evatuston Retumed by N
Revised Storie Index for CA None 11/912017
Alternative Corridos For Segment
PART Il (To be completed by Federal Agency) . - = - 3 TAR —
A Total Acres To Be Coaverted Directly 708 738 705
B Total Acres To Be Converted Incirectly, Or Yo Receive Services 54 43 LY 54
C_Tota Acres In Commidar 762 781 759 752
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information
A Total Avres Prime And Unique Farmland 1746 7700 1785 1746
8. Yotal Acres St And Local Farmland 594 557 684 554
C. Percentage Of Farméand in County Or Local Govt Unit To Be Comvened 028 Qg g
D Percentage Of Farmiand m Govt. Junsdiction With Same Or Higner Relative Vaue | 32 32 30
PART V (To be completad by NRCS) Land Evalustion infonmation Criterion Relative 74 74 77 74
value of Farriand fo Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 1) - 100 Poinits,
PART W (To be complsted by Feder Agency) Corridor x| v
Assessment Critaria (These criteria are explatned In 7 CFR 658.5(c)) | Points
1 Area in Nonurban Uise 15 14 14 14 14
2. Perimatar in Nanurban Use 10 E] 9 ) 9
3 Parcent Of Comdor Being Farmed 20 0 0 0 0
4. Protection Provded By Staie And Local Government 20 Z 2 2 2
5. Sce of Frasent Famm Unit Compared Yo Average 10 10 10 10 10
£ Creaticn Of Noafarmable Farmiand 25 |3 1 3 3
7. Avatablity Of Farm Suppart Services 5 5 5 5 E]
§_On-Farm Investments 20 20 20 20 20
9. Efects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25 0 0 0 0
10, Campatbiity With Ensting Agncultural Use 10 2 2 2 2
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 65 153 [ 65
PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Reifatve Vaiue Of Farmiand (From Part V) we |74 74 7 74
Total Corridar Assesament (From Part Vi sbove or 8 Incal site
ansessment) o 85 83 68 65
TOTAL POINTS (Tetal of above 2 lnes) 260 139 137 142 138
1. Comaor Selected: 2. Total Azras of Farmlands 10 e 3 Date Of Sefection: 4. Was A Lozt 5ite Assassment Used?
Converted by Project
e« 0 a
5 Reason For Selestion
Signature of Persan Complefing this Part IOATE

NOTE: Compéete a form for each sagment with more than one Atemate Corndar

California High-Speed Rail Authority

January 2020
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NRCS-CPA-108 (Reverse)

CORRIDOR - TYPE SITE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The following criteria are 10 be used for projects that have i linear of cormdor - type ste configuration connecting two destant
points, and crossing several different tracts of land  These include utility ines, highways, railrosds, stream improvements, and flood
control systerms. Federal agencies are 10 assoss the suability of each coendor - type site o desgn alternative for protection as farmiand
slong with the and evaluation mformaton

(1) Mowmuch land is in nonurban use within a radius of 1.0 mie rom where the project is intended?
More than 80 percent - 15 points
0 10 20 percent - 1410 1 point(s)
Loss than 20 percent - 0 pomts

(2 How much of the perimeter of the site borders on land in nonurban use?
More than 80 pescent - 10 ponts
90 10 20 percent - 910 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 ponts

(3 Howmuch of the stie has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest or timber actvity) morg than five of the last
10 yoars?
More than 80 percent - 20 points
80 to 20 percent - 1810 1 point{s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(4) Isthe ste subect to stade or unt of local govemment polcies or programs 10 protect farmiand or coverad by private programs
10 protect farmiand?
Site ts protected - 20 points
Site s not protected - O points

(5)  Isthe farm unitis) contamng the sfie (before the progect) s large &8 the average - s2e farming unit in the County ?
(Average tarm sizes n each county are avallable from the NRCS field offices in each state  Diata are from the latest avalabie Census of
Agricutture, Acreage of Farm Units in Operation with $1.000 or more n sales )

As large or larger - 10 ponts
Below average - deduct 1 point for each 5 percent below the average. down 1 D points if 50 percent or more balow average - § 10 0 points

(@) I the site s chosen for the progect, how much of he remaming land on the farm will bacome nonfarmable because of
interference with land pattems?
Acreage equal 1o more than 25 percent of acres drectly convented by the proect - 25 points
Acteage equal 1o batween 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly convertad by the project - 1 10 24 pont(s)
Acteage equal 10 less than 5§ percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 0 ponts

(7)  Does the site have avalable adequate supply of fam support services and markets. | o farm suppliers, equipment desierns,
processing and storage facilities and tarmer's markets?
All requred services are avalabie - 5 points
Some required services are svadable - 4 10 1 pont{s)
No tequired services are available - O ponts

(8) Doesthe site have sutstantial and well-mantained on-farm investments such as bams, ofher storage buldng, frult trees
and vines. field termaces, dininage, IMgaton, wilerways, of other SOIl and waler CONSANVAtON Measures?
High amount of on-farm investment - 20 ponts
Moderate amount of ondarm investrment - 1910 1 point(s)
No ondarm mvestment - © points

(B Would the project at this ste, by converting tarmiand 1o nonagrcultural use, reduce the demand for tarm support
SOIVIOSS 50 33 10 jecpardze the continued exstance of these SUPPON services and thus, the viadbiity of the farms remaning in the area?
Substantal reduction i demand for suppan senvices f the sie & converted - 25 points
Some reduction m demand for supporn services if the site & converted - 1 10 24 pont(s)
No sgnéicant reducton in demand for support services ff the site is converted - O points

(10)  Isthe kind and intensdty of the proposed use of he ste sulfcienty ncompatible with agricultiure that 1 s likeky to
contribute 10 the eventual conversion of surrounding farmiand to nonagncultural use?
Proposed project s incompatible 1o existing agrouttural use of sutrounding farmiand - 10 points
Proposed project s tolerabie 10 existing agroultural use of surrounding farmiand - B to 1 port{s)
Proposed project s fully compatibie with existing agreuitural use of surmounding farmiand - O points

January 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Appendix 3.14-A

U5 DEPAR TMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natir sl Rusources Conservatlon Bervice

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

NRCS-CPA-106

(Mey. 101)

PART | (To be comnpleted by Fedmal Agency)

! lamn of Profeet SR Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section

3. Date of Lang Evalumtion Keques!
1

T

. Faders Agency Involved

Federal Raliroad Administration

# Typw oTProjest o Speed Rail

0 County and Sate | og Angeles County, California

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS) I wuw By NACE | 2 o i
3. Dows the cocridor contain prma. unique statewide o local imporsant Sarmiana? w@ w0 T WFV-'T!T-—
(0. e FOUA dows mot apply - Do et complein addtionsl parts of this k) y 39,653 1
B Magon Crops) T Farmabia Land n Go Sorvaa T Amaunt o Farmini A% Dulaad n TOPA
Root vegetables, woody ornamaentals, bedd | ey 59,556 W 23 acron 01,735 w24
0 Nama OF Land Evatastion Syssem Used B, TAme of Lacsl Ste Araassment Syvem 10 Date Land Evaluntion Reumed by NRCS
Revised Storie Index for CA None 11912017
Alternative Corridor For Segment
PARY 11 (To be completed by Federal Agency) Altomative 1 | Alternative 2 Altornative 3 | Altornative 5
A Tolal Acres To e Converted Directly 0 E 0 0
B Total Acres To Be Converfed indrectly, Or To Recelve Services 0 0 0 0
C_Toal Acres In Corrdor 0 0 [7} U
PART IV (To be completad by NRCS) Land Evaluation information
A Tolal Acres Prime And Unique Fammiand 611 1811 611 1587
B Total Aorws Statewide And Locsl important Farmiand 0 0 0
C. Peroentage Of Farmiand in Counly Or Locsl Govl. Undt To Be Canvented  d 21 7 27
¥ age Of Fasmiand in Govt Junisdiction Wilh Same Or Migher Redative Vake | 14 14 4 13
PARTV (To be complated by NRCS) Larxs Bvalution irformation Criteriorr Relative
s of P B S o Convtod S o0 100 Pty |04 o o8 g5
PART W (To bae completed by Fadaral Agency) Corridor Thaximuem
Assossnort Critorfa (These critevia are explained by 7 CFR 658.5(c)) | Poins
1. Aren in Nosurban Use 15 8 8 ) 8
2. Padimeter In Nonurban Use 10 6 [} [ 1]
3 Porcont Of Corridor Beng Farmed 20 0 0 0 0
4. Prolecton Provided By State And Loosl Guvernment 20 0 0 0 0
0. Size of Prosent Farm Unit Compared To Average 10 0 0 0 0
6. Croation Of Nontarmatie Famlang 2% B 0 0 0
3 ) 0 0 0
i On-Farm Investrmants 20 0 0 0
0. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25 0 % 0 0
10. Compatibisty With Existing Agricullural Use 10 0 0 0
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 14 14 14 14
PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Vs OF Farmiand (From Pat V) 0o |84 84 A4 85
Totnl Comider Assassmont (From Part VI abave of & local sile
aAvsessment) 100 14 14 14 4
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 (nes) w0 |98 98 98 99
1 Cornidor Selncled T TAAT AGres Of Tarmiants 1o be | 3, Daln OF Seweton 4 Was ALocal Ste Assessment Used?
Converind by Project
" D N D
S Resson For Selection
“Tignature of Person Camgieting 1is Par I(’}AYE
NOTE Complate a form for each segment with mare than one Aternate Coendor
California High-Speed Rail Authority January 2020
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NRCS-CPA-108 (Raverse)

CORRIDOR - TYPE SITE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The following criteria are 10 be used for projects that have i linear of cormdor - type ste configuration connecting two destant
points, and crossing several different tracts of land  These include utility ines, highways, railrosds, stream improvements, and flood
control systerms. Federal agencies are 10 assoss the sutability of each corndor - type site or desgn alternative for protection as farmiand
slong with the and evaluation mformaton

(1) How much land is in nonurban use within & radius of 1.0 mie from where the project is intended?
More than 80 parcent - 15 poirts
60 10 20 percent - 14101 point{s)
Loss than 20 peroent - 0 pomts

(2 How much of the permeter of the site borders on land iIn nonurban wse?
Mare than 80 pescent - 10 ponts
90 1 20 percent - 910 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percant - 0 ponts

(3)  Howmuch of the stie has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest or imber actvity) more than five of the last
10 yoars?
Maore than 80 pescent - 20 ports
80 to 20 percent - 1610 1 point{s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 ponts

(4) Isthe ste subect to stade or unit of local govemment polcies or programs 10 protect farmiand or coverad by private programs
10 protect farmisnd?
Site ts protected - 20 points
Site s not protected - O points

(5)  Isthe farm unitis) contamng the sfie (before the progect) as large &8 the average - s2e farming unit in the County ?
(Average farm sizes n each county are avallable from the NRCS field offices in each state Diata are from the latest avadabie Census of
Agricutture, Acreage or Farm Units in Operation with $1 000 or more n sales.)

As large o larger - 10 ponts
Below average - deduct 1 point for each 5 percent below the average. down 1 D points f 50 percent or more below average - § 1 0 points

(6) I the site 18 chosen for the progect, how much of he remaming land on the farm will bacome nonfarmable because of
interference with land patterns?
Acreage equal 1o more than 25 percent of acres drectly convened by the proect - 25 points
Acteage equal 1o between 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly convertad by the project - 1 10 24 point(s)
Acteage equal 10 less than 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 0 ponts

(7)  Does the site ave avalabie adequate supply of fam support services and markets, | e, farm suppliers, equipment dexiorns,
processing and storage faciliies and tarmer's makets?
All required services are avavlabie - 5 points
Some required services are svadable - 4 10 1 pont(s)
No required services are available - O ponts

(8) Doesthe site have sutstantial and well-mantained on-farm investments such as bams, other storage buldng, frult trees
and vines. field terraces, diminage, (IMgaton, wilenways, of other SOl and waler CoNSenvaton measwes?
High amount of on-farm investment - 20 ponts
Moderate amount of onfarm investment - 1910 1 point(s)
No ondarm nvestment - 0 points

(B Would the project at this ste, by converting tarmiand 1o nonagrcultiral use, reduce the dermand for tarm suppornt
SOIVIOSS 50 &S 10 jecpardZe the continued existance of these supPOn services and thus, the viadiity of the farms remaning in the area?
Substantal reduction i demand 1or suppan senvices I the ste s converted - 25 points
Some reduction i demand for suppornt services if the site & convented - 1 10 24 pont(s)
No sgnéficant reducton in demand for support sarvices ff the site is converted - O ponts

(10)  Isthe kind and intensity of the proposed use of the ste sulfcienty ncompatible with agrcultiure that it 1s likely to
contribute 1o the eventual conversion of surrounding farmiand to nonagnoultural use?
Proposed project s incompatible 1o existing agroultural use of sutrounding farmiand - 10 points
Proposed project s tolerable to edisting agroultural use of surrounding farmiand - B 1o 1 porit(s)
Proposed project s fully compatitie with existing agreuitural use of surrounding farmiand - O points

January 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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