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July 20, 2020 

Mr. Henry R. Belmonte 
VJB Vineyards & Cellars 
60 Shaw Avenue 
Kenwood, CA  95452 

Addendum to the Updated Traffic Impact Study for the VJB Vineyard 
and Cellars 

Dear Mr. Belmonte; 

As requested, this letter provides additional information relative to a left turn lane on Highway 12 at Shaw 
Avenue and analysis provided in the Updated Traffic Impact Study for the VJB Vineyard and Cellars (TIS) 
dated July 17, 2019.   

Left-turn Lane 

Previous analyses going back to 2005 have consistently indicated that the traffic volume warrant is met for 
a left-turn lane on Highway 12 at Shaw Avenue.  However, as volume warrants are routinely met along high-
volume corridors such as Highway 12 for turn lanes, signals, additional stop signs, and other modifications, 
the volume warrant is typically not the only one used to determine if there is a need for an improvement.  
Consideration should also be given to operational and safety concerns to establish whether there is an 
actual need for the improvement or not.   

In the case of the intersection of Highway 12/Shaw Avenue, the operational analysis provided in the TIS 
indicates that drivers turning left onto Shaw Avenue from Highway 12 would encounter an average delay 
of about 10 seconds or less, which represents acceptable LOS A operation – even under projected 2040 
traffic volumes.  Given that this is well above the County’s threshold of LOS D, there is no operational 
concern that has been identified or forecasted that would require installation of a separate left-turn pocket. 

Similarly, a review of the collision history for this location indicates that since 2000 there have been a total 
of three crashes reported that include a westbound left-turning vehicle; the most recent of these was in 
2012.  Crash analyses are typically based on a five-year study period, so had the shorter five-year study 
period been used, no crashes of a type that could be addressed through installation of a left-turn pocket 
would be included in the analysis.  Based on this review, it is clear that no safety problems have been 
identified that would require the installation of a left-turn pocket. 

It is noted that there is an approximately 6-foot wide “painted median” on the westbound approach to 
Shaw Avenue that is used by some drivers while turning left into Shaw Avenue.  While this is an illegal 
movement and is therefore neither suggested nor supported, this median does provide space that separates 
directions of travel and can be used in an emergency, thereby giving an increased measure of safety to this 
location that would not otherwise exist. 

The need for a left-turn lane is based solely on traffic volumes and not on any actual operational deficiency 
or safety concern.  As the intersection can operate adequately and accommodate the existing and projected 
number of vehicles, the addition of a separate left turn lane does not appear to be necessary at this time.  
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Thus, we continue to recommend that the installation of the improvement be deferred, though right-of-
way along the project site’s Highway 12 frontage should be dedicated if not already available to allow future 
installation of a center turn lane through Kenwood, as is planned by Caltrans. 

We hope this information is of assistance in the review process.  Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
provide these services. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dalene J. Whitlock, PE, PTOE 
Senior Principal 
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