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SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108 

State Clearinghouse Number: 2004082120 

Project Title: Austin Creek Gravel Extraction and Fisheries Habitat Enhancement (Lake or Streambed Alteration 

Agreement No. EPIMS-SON-42631-R3) 

Project Location (Sonoma County): The project is located at Austin Creek, in an unincorporated area of the 

County of Sonoma, State of California; Latitude 38.473236°, Longitude -123.047053°; 600 Austin Creek Road, 

Cazadero, CA, 95421; Assessor’s Parcel Number 097-080-007.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and Streambed 

Alteration Agreement (EPIMS-SON-42631-R3), pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1602, the project 

Applicant, Canyon Rock Inc. 

The project is limited to the aggregate mining of gravel bars 1, 2, 3, and 4 (Exhibit A) using the horseshoe skimming 

method. The upstream end (4:1 slope) and outer edge of the gravel bar (5-foot buffer) will not be disturbed, which 

will allow the bar to grow with future recruitment of gravel. The remaining portion of the bars will then be skimmed 

down to an elevation equal to one foot above the groundwater table at the time of excavation. In addition to 

skimming to reference elevation, the downstream one third of the bar’s skimmed area will be excavated to a depth 

of six feet below the groundwater table (or until clay layer depth is reached) to create an alcove feature. The project 

includes the removal of up to 50,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel per year over a five-year period, not to exceed 

a total of 250,000 cubic yards in five years, from the lower reach of Austin Creek. Over the last five years , the 

gravel extracted has been in the range of 0 to 15,000 cubic yards per year under Streambed Alteration Agreement 

No. 1600-2018-0135-R3, which has expired. The material removed is the natural sands and gravels from the bed of 

the channel. Access to bars 1, 2, 3, and 4 is from existing access roads on either side of the creek, and via 

temporary bridge crossings between gravel bars 1 and 2 and 2 and 3, above the wetted channel, to allow access 

for annual gravel harvest (when required by wet years). The crossing will be installed with an excavator, using logs 

or portable precast concrete blocks as abutments on each side of the wetted channel, with the portable bridge deck 

placed on top, approximately two feet above the water level. No concrete will be poured onsite. Ramps to the bridge 

then will be created with harvested natural creek gravels. No work will be performed in the wetted channel. The 

abutments/bridge will be removed when harvest of the accessed bar is completed.  

As mitigation for this project, the placement of one piece of large woody debris per year to facilitate gravel 

accumulation and provide pool habitat features will be required. Removal of invasive giant reed (Arundo donax) is 

also required within the project site (gravel bars and stockpile area). 

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the project described above on October 

16, 2023, and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of 

Regulations section 15096, subdivision (i): 

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects 

within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency. 

To: From: 

Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife 

CEQA Submit Bay Delta Region 

 2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100 

 
Contact: James Hansen 
Email: james.hansen@wildlife.ce.gov  

 Phone: (707) 576-2869 

  

 Lead Agency 

 Sonoma County PRMD 

 
2550 Ventura Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

 Contact: Robert Pennington 

 Phone: (707) 565-1352 
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2. CDFW considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by the Lead Agency for this project 

pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f). 

3. Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW’s approval of the project. 

4. A Mitigation Reporting or Monitoring Plan was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project. 

6. Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.  

 

The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public at the office location 

listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW’s record of project approval as a Responsible Agency is available at 

CDFW’s regional office. 

 

 

Signature:         Date:     

Craig J. Weightman, Environmental Program Manager 

 

Date Received for filing at OPR:      
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