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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The District plans to update the Enhancement Plan through the following changes to existing routine maintenance
practices at the Carpinteria Salt Marsh:

1. Surf zone disposal (beach nourishment) of sediments removed by drag-line desilting in upper Franklin and Santa
Monica Creeks by trucking to the terminus of Ash Avenue.

2. Hydraulic dredging in areas where drag-line desilting has been conducted in the past with surf zone disposal.

3. Hydraulic dredging in lower Franklin Creek and the Main Channel extending to the Marsh mouth with surf zone
disposal.

4. Hydraulic dredging of the entire length of major channels within the Marsh (Franklin Creek, Santa Monica Creek, Main
Channel) as a single task with surf zone disposal. This is essentially a combination of components 2 and 3 above
conducted in the same year.

5. Expansion of the existing Franklin Creek staging/stockpile area.

6. Maintenance and/or reestablishment of the Avenue Del Mar drainage system at the South Marsh.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Significant and unavoidable noise impacts to nearby residents may occur due to 24 hour dredging operations, as
mitigation measures (notification of affected residents) would not reduce these impacts to a level of less than significant.
Sediment removal operations near residences may result in significant noise impacts, which would be mitigated by
limiting hours of operation and notifying affected residents.

Disposal of sediments removed from the Marsh in the surf zone may result in significant impacts to marine organisms
due to increased turbidity and siltation. This impact would be mitigated through monitoring of marine and estuarine
habitats (kelp beds, surfgrass, sandy beach, marsh channels) to identify impacts attributable to the project and modify
disposal practices as needed to avoid significant impacts to these habitats. Proposed routine maintenance activities may
significantly impact special-status plant and/or wildlife species within or near the Marsh. These impacts would be
mitigated by botanical and wildlife surveys to identify locations of these species and modify operations or
relocate/salvage rare plants as appropriate. Repeated discharge of dredged materials to the beach may significantly
modify the grain size of affected beaches and reduce suitability for public use. This impact would be mitigated through
preparation and implementation of a regulatory agency-approved Sampling and Analysis Plan prior to dredging which
may include limits for discharged sediment characterisitics. Disposal of sediments removed from the Marsh in the surf
zone would result in exceedances of the California Ocean Plan water quality objective for turbidity-based aesthetic
discoloration. These impacts would be mitigated through preparation and implementation of a regulatory
agency-approved Sampling and Analysis Plan prior to dredging which may include limits for sediment characterisitics. In
addition, modifications to disposal practices to reduce biological impacts would also reduce water quality impacts.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The proposed project would expand on existing routine maintenance practices at the Marsh. There are no areas of
controversy associated with the project.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

California Coastal Commission

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
City of Carpinteria

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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