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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: USG Plaster City Quarry Expansion and Well No. 3 Project
	Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department
	Contact Name: Diana Robinson, Planning Division Manager
	Email: dianarobinson@co.imperial.ca.us
	Phone Number: 442-265-1736
	Project Location: nearest: Ocotillo Wells/Borrego Springs                                             Imperial County
	Project Description: The proposed project consists of approval of a Conditional Use Permit from Imperial County for the development of a new production well, Well No. 3, and an associated pipeline to provide water to the USG Quarry. Additional land use entitlements from the County are not needed for mining and reclamation activities under the Quarry expansion. However, because Well No. 3 would provide water to support Quarry operations, the DSEIR evaluates potential environmental impacts associated with mining and reclamation activities under the Quarry expansion, for full disclosure and to provide the appropriate CEQA review for responsible agencies. The DSEIR also evaluates potential environmental impacts associated with the restoration of the Viking Ranch site (207 acres) and preservation of the Old Kane Springs Road site (121 acres). USG identified these sites for preservation to provide compensatory mitigation for impacts to 139 acres of waters of the United States at the Quarry. Although the Viking Ranch restoration site and Old Kane Springs Road preservation site would not require entitlements from Imperial County, the DSEIR evaluates the environmental impacts of these actions for full disclosure and to provide the appropriate CEQA review for responsible agencies.
	Project's Effects: Cumulative air quality impacts would be mitigated through maintenance and tuning of equipment; minimizing truck operating time and idling; compliance with applicable air quality regulations; and standard fugitive PM10 and combustion equipment control measures at the Viking Ranch site. Potential effects to special status plant and wildlife species would be mitigated through concurrent revegetation during reclamation; integrated weed management; acquiring Peninsular bighorn sheep (PBS) critical habitat; preconstruction surveys for birds and barefoot banded gecko; worker education; PBS monitoring and reporting; PBS avoidance and minimization measures; general wildlife avoidance and minimization measures; and compliance with the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard Rangewide Management Strategy. Impacts to wetlands would be mitigated through contact with appropriate resource agencies for permitting, as needed. Impacts to previously unknown cultural resources, human remains, and paleontological resources would be mitigated by standard discovery mitigation requiring work to halt and significant resources to be protected. Impacts to existing drainage patterns would be mitigated through construction of an earthen berm along the west side of the quarry consistent with the most recent hydrologic reports prepared for the project.                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
	Areas of Controversy:   - Potential impacts to special status plant and wildlife species, including the Peninsular bighorn sheep
  - Presence of multiple recorded historic sites in the project area
  - Changes to existing drainage patterns and other hydrology and water quality effects
	List of Agencies: A number of agencies may have a particular interest in the project. These agencies include those listed below:
State Agencies
  - California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement)
  - Colorado River Regional Water Quality Control Board (401 Certification)
Regional and Local Agencies
  - County of San Diego (Major Grading Permit)
  - Colorado River Regional Water Quality Control Board (Construction General Permit Notice of Intent [NOI], Industrial     
    General Permit NOI, Waste Discharge Requirements)
The following public agency approvals have already been obtained:
  - U.S. Bureau of Land Management (Right-of-Way Grants [Case file numbers CACA-056908 and CACA-044014], 2003 
    Plan of Operations Revised April 2018)
  - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Biological Opinion FWS-ERIV-11B0345-19F1352)
  - U.S. Corps of Engineers (404 Permit)







